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Micna NoXMypoi TEMHOI HOYi, B KOTPY HEe NepecTaBas XJIlOCKaTK JlanacTuUin 4oL,
PO3/MBAOYN BEUKI PiYKKN-03€epa NO 3eMi, NoYnHano ceiTatu. Kpan Heba xeBpino
pPO>XXeBUM OrHeM; ropisio i MUroTiNo ACHUM nonym'am. Cepen Toro 3apesa CTOBMNOM
CTOosAS1a KpMBaBa nonpyra i nepenucysasa noro Hageoe. MNMoBiTpPSA Hi BOPYXHETbCA:
CTOITb i MAie; ycloan TUXo, HiMO, - 30aeTbCHA, HEMOB CBIT, 3aTaiBLWK B cobi ayx,
[OXUAa YOrocChb... A 0Cb NMponLlna XBUanHa... gpyra... 3-3a 3emJi, Nna KpMeaBgin Nonpya3i
Heba CKoYMa HeBeJINYKa iICKOPKA; A0Bra NPOMiHACTa CTAra NpocTAarjacs Big Hei Hafg
3eMsielo; Aafi BUKOTUBCb Ceprn OFHEHHOr O KiflbLUA i - MYYOK CBiTY NOJINBCH,
pPO32MBaOYNCh MO Fopax, Nlicax, No BUCOKUX byaisnax. Oani sce 6inbwe Ta 6inblue
BUMAMBAB 3-3a 3eMJli LULMPOKNI Ceprn, MOB XTO HEBIAOMUI NiaCyBaB 3 TOro 6oKy rapsye
ickpucTe Kono. OCb | BCe BOHO BUMJIMBJIO - YACTE Ta SACHEe, rpakyun CBOIM CBITOM.
3acTtpubanm NOro NPOMIHACTI FOSIKM MO 3eMJi; 3arpam ACHi iCKOpPKK No poci;
pO3CTUNANUCE-NArann pi3Hi Konbopw no sofi. CeiT 3paais, NPasHUKYOYN CBOE
BesInYyHe CBATO... CnHe, rnnboke Hebo posropTaso ceBoe be3kpae nosie, HEMOB Ka3ano:
KOTUCb MO Merii Kyam Xo4 i K Xo4, 9 byay po3cTunaTucb, po3piBHIOBATUCH Nepes
TOo6OI0, WO6 He 6yno Tobi Hi BNMHY, Hi NeperopoHi. | cnpasai, Ha NOMy He Byno Hi
NAAMOYKMU, Hi CMY>XKEYKU: - YNCTe, BUCOKe, rnnboke!l.. Ha Apyromy KiHUi CTOSAB Ti/IbKO
MicAub, - 6ignn, NoxXMypuin; MOB CTapuin TMCUN 3N104K0ra, BiH TynuioBaBCb HA O4HOMY
Micui, 6083K0 BIMMaloyY CBOIMU TEMHUMK NJISSMAaMU Ha COHSAYHE sicHe 0bnny4sa i
nepani Bce bNigHiB Ta 3HMKaB, MOB PO3TaBaB Bif rapsa40ro M3aHHA 4OBrnx
MPOMIHACTUX A3UKIB... BiTep, CKOTUBLWNCL 3 Tip Y AOJINHW, XOBABCS N0 TEMHUX ApaXx i
LWOCb ryxo 6y6oHIiB BUCOKUM CKenam Ta rnmbokum posaM... | - 34aBasioCb - BOHU
00CNyXasnCb 00 TOro TAEMHOIO FOMOHY: CKeJli FPi3HO BUCOBYBaJIM CBOI FOCTPI FOJ10BMN,
a POBW rycTille 3aCHOBYBa M B CU3UA TyMaH CBOIi MopuTi BOKKN Ta YopHe Cn3bke
AHo... MoBiTpsa 6byno 4ncTe, npo3ope. o MOMy 3HaM TO ClOAW, TO TyAW NiTann iICKOPKK
COHSAYHOr 0 CBITY: TO 3aKPY4YHO4YUCb Y KPYruX, TO BUCTpMBYLO4YN OfiHa NMoBepx OA4HOI, AK
CHir y 3aBiptoxy... A 3emMna? 3eMns, K Xxopowa mMosioaa AiB4nMHa, COpoM'si32IMBO
CrnycKa/jia 3 CBOro Tijla AuMYaTy COPOYKY HOMI | BiAKpuBana cBoe numwHe noHo. CoHue
06/1MBanNo NOro PoOXKeBUM CBITOM; LLiJlyBasio TUCAYaAMUN CBOIX rapayvmnx iCKOpOK; rpino-
NecTua0 TenJoM CBOro NPoMiHHS... MpokuHynock yce. ObizBanacb TpaBa rosiocamm
TUCAYI CBOIX XXWJIbLIB: KOHUKIB, METEeJINKIB, XXYKIiB; OKJINKHYJINCb JTYKU COTHAMM
nepenenis; nyru, CTpyLwyto4dm cpibHy pocy, po3naraancs cniBamMmm CBOiX COJIOBENKIB,
FOJIOCHUM KYKYBaHHSIM CUBUX 303YJlb, XXYPJIMBUM TYPKOTAHHAM ropanLb, - TOAI 5K B
noBiTpi 6BpunHina A3BiHKa XXanWBOPOHKOBA MiCHA... KpukHyB byram y 6010Ti - i 3aMOBK;
CYMHO pO34aBCS NOro roJIOCHUN NOKJIMK Ha BCIO OKOJINLIO - | 3aTUX. 3apeBsin KOPOBU
Mo ABOpaXx; 3aKpu4yanau rycu Ha njaBax; NPOTArjn CBOe «Ky-Ky-pi-kKy!» ropnaTi niBHi...
Yce pywmnnochk. MpoKUHYNCS i NI04N; NPOTUParYmM oYi, 3aroBopusn... MiwoB iX rnyxun
FOMiH Bifg Kpato 3eMni i 4o Kparo, 3 ogHOro 6oKy Ha Apyrumn, CTPiHyBCS 3 CBITOBUM
KNEKOTOM - i BCe 3/7IMJ10CA B OAHY MNICHIO XXNTTSA. Bce 3pafino, cTpiBatoyn AeHb; i AeHb
3padis, po3LuBiTaOyn, ACHUN TENANIN, NOrOXXUNN.



| micTo I. 3pafino ACHOMY CBITOBI: yCe KpyromMm 3aBopyLUINOCA. 3 fasIbHIX KiHUIB MOro
BY/INLUSAMUN NOTAMNCA BO3U, pUNAS4M CBOiMU AspMamMin. Ha Bo3ax byna BCsika BCAYMHA,
WO TiNbKK poanna i Hocuna Ha cobi cupa 3emna: TyT Byno, Benmkot npaueto gobyTe,
3epHO, rOA0BaHi CBUHI, Kypu, Kaykn, rycu; TyT Byna oBoOL, OropoaHs, cafnosa n
nonboBa. Bce ue Be3socsa na bazap - KOMy HY»>XHO, 306yTun; Wo NOTPIOHO - KynNuTHW.
Kono BO3iB, HapiBHi 3 BON1laMun, NAEHTaJIMCA NOXMYPIi Xa3saiHu Toro gobpa, - B O4HUX
copoykax, 60oci, 3 niacykaHMMun No KosniHa wTaHaMu. Horu y ix 6ynum 4opHi, B Kany, AK i
HOMM iX CKOTUHW. Ha aekoTpux Bo3ax cmainn abo, obnepumnce, nexxanm ix XiHku,
OO04YKW, - MepLUi B CBUTKaX, OpYri - B kKepceTkax, abo 1 Tak, y BULUMBAHNX COPOYKaX, 3
4epBOHOIO CTPIYKOI Yy Kocax. e naneko no 6asapy cTpiBanu iX B KabHUX YNLAX
WBMAKI, 3a87103aHi nepekynku, gosrononi, bopoaaTi xmngw. | Ti, i Apyri NnTanncs, Wwo
Be3eTbCH; CTaBaJsn, TOPryBasncs, nasnnca. Big Kpuky Ta ryky, wo nigHiMascs no
BY/INUAX, NPOKMNAANNCSA XWUbLi. TaM, Y O4HIM BiKHIi, FTPIOKHYB MPOroHNY - i
pPO34MHMNACSA BIKOHHULA: Y BiKHI MOKa3aJslacs 4010Bi4a NMOCTaTb Y PO3XPUCTaHIN
CopouLi, 3acnaHa, 3 3a4yTUMN 04YMMa, BUTKHYNACb, MIsHYa - | cxoBanacsa. Kono
Aapyroro gomy sa3una no apabuHui giB4nHa, BigKkpuBana BiKOHHULi; KOJIO TPETLOro Te
came pobus 4osoBik. 1o ByAMuUaX, nonig XxatamMmm, BTONTaHUMU CTEXKaAMWU MOTAMNCA
naHW, rMaHii 3 FOPHUYHNMU, KyXapsMN N KyXOBapKaMu, KOTpi HeCn rnosaay ix
KOP3MHW, KOLWWMKKN; a TaM i caMa sika roCcrnoamnHs, MilaHka abo Ko3a4ka. nocniwana 3
CaKoBKaMM, W06 HabuTu ix 3apaHi BCAKOI OBOLLIO, Ky HaBe3nuM Ha ba3ap: 60 Tpeba
CKYMNTUCL, 3apaHi ButTonnuTun we n obig 4onoesikoBi ogHecTn y none. Ha 6a3api cToss
KPUK, nemeHT. Tam Be3in Te, Tam gpyre; Ton 6ir 4o Toro so3a, ToM 40 APYroro.
Jlloawn, K XBWUJi, HOCUIUCS, MYaIUCb, TOPryBaJINCb, KPUYaIN. iX KPUK 31MBABCSA B OOUNH
[OBIUi ryk, KOTPUA NOYaBCA 3 CBITOM, a KiHYMTbCA Xiba Ni3HbOoi HOYi. Tenep noro
came npopsaso... Yce MiCTO KNeKOoTiNI0 O4HUM KJIEKOTOM, NYKOM, L0 3/IMBABCH 3
TUCAYI rON0CiB, 3 Pi3HUX MOB B OAWH rOJI0C, B OAWH FOMiH... A HaA po3bypKaHnm
MiCTOM BMCOKO MigHiManocsa Becene CoOHeYKo i pagicHo o6aaBano ycCix CBOiM Tenamm
CBiTOM. YCe nomy pafino; yce noro 3 roMoHOM CTpiBano, pagitodn. He Tinbku noan -
XaTwn, By OUHKN... | Ti ACHO BUXOAWNM 3-3a TiHI | yCMixanuca csoiMu 6innmm cTiHamu.

OfHa TiNnbKn TIopMa He pagifla TOMY PaHKOBI.

HebineHa cno4yaTKy, NOYOpPHifa Big HEroawn, BUCOKA, Y TPU SAPYCU, 3 HOPHUMMN,
3anJyTaHUMK B 3aNi3Hi wWTabum BikHamMn, obBeaeHa BUCOKOK KaM'AHOK CTiHO, Have
Mapa fka, CTOosi/1a BOHa Haf ropoto i NOHYpo ameuiacsa 'y kpyTum ap. MNpo Hei bangyxe,
wo Hebo Byno ACHe, WO CoHUe CBITUTb 1060, WO NIOAN TOMOHATL Tak Ayxe... Hima i
MOBYa3Ha, Big Heba BOHa Kpuaaca YOPHO 3ai3HOK NOKpiBElD, 3 YHepBOHUMU Bif,
ip>i, MOB BupBaHi 3ybun, Bepxamu; Bif CBiTy KyTasiaCb B CBin Bypuin UBIiT Ta NOMeEpPKN
BY3bKOro ABOpY, - He BUAHO 6yno, wob i coHue Ha Hei CBITUNO; Big rOMOHY
3aTyI91acsd BUCOKOK OrOpPOXKelo, - TOBCTOK KaM'aAHO CTiHO. Bce Kpyrom Hei 6yno



Tnxe, mepTee. Jliogen He BUAKO. OQUH TiIbKO YaCOBUI XOAUB KOJI0 3aNi3Hoi bpamu i 3
HYZAbr NiYMB CBOi CTYNHI. A 3 gpyroro 60Ky 4YopHiB sp, 3 Apy NigHIMaBCA CU3NI
OYLWHWA TyMaH... 30K01a HilWo He Haraaysaso, wob Tam xunm nogu. | cnpasai, Tam
He XU N gn, - TaM MyYUINCA Ta CKHINM Tucadi 3no4aiis, aywory6is, - TaM KaM'sHiB,
OMJiBalO4YM CepLUEM, XKaJlb, - TUCAYAMMN 3aMUPANIN NOYYTTH, - TUCAYI PO3YMIB HiMIN,
Milwanucs... TeMHe, gK i cama byaisns, 3710 LapoBaio y TiK CTPaLIHIN cXoBaHLUi... Tyaun
nonas i NeTpo ®enopoBny TeneneHs.

LLle B4Opa, nig Ty Heroay, WO 3 BEYipHIMM HOMEpKaMW HaCyHyJ1la Ha 3eMJ1to | noanna
nanacTtuin goul, BiH CMAiB y CBOIN HEBENNYKIN KBATUPI, Ha KiHUi MicTa, i nucas. o
36nignomy cyxomy obsm44io, KOTpe He KasaJsio Npo pPo3KoLWi Ta AocTtadi, npobiranmu
MOXMypi CMyru; No BUCOKOMY 1 Ynctomy noby suako byno, wo Tam 3acina Heeecena
AyMKa; 61MCKyYi 04i FOBOPWMAN, WO BXXE HE OAHY HiY HEe faBasia BOHa NOMY CnaTw, a
CKpuny4ye nepo Kasasno, 3 aKow bonicTio BUAMBanacb BoHa Ha 6inim nanepi... Civka
Haropina; BesiMKa Xy>Xenusa Ha rHoTi 3afep>KyBasia CBiT, HEPIBHUMUN XBUTAMU TO
nigHiMaBcAa BiH yropy i ocBidyBaB xaTy, TO 3racas, TPEMTAYN CUHBLOK FOPOLLNHOI Ha
KiHUi rHOTa. He noTypatoyn Ha Te, TeneneHb cnMAaiB - i NncaBs. oL XJ10OCKaB y
BiIKOHHULIO; BiTep »asnibHO BMB y AMMapi i CBUCTAB Yy HEBENNYKY LWIJIMHY B BiKHI.
Mponwna roguHa... gpyra... Tpets... [letpo PenopoBmY CUAIB, 3iIrHYBLUNUCL HaL
CTOJNIOM, i TiNbKO pyKa noro we weugwe 6irana no nanepi, 6yuim nocniwana
nepegaTu, WO Hocuna B cobi Bennka, kyctpaTa rososa. OCb i NiBHiY, NpoKpu4anu
niBHi. BiH cngis - i nucas. CnuHa 3abonina, pyka ytomunacs. MNosoxxmneLim nepo,
OOKUHYBLUMCb Ha CMUHKY CTYNbLUS | CXPEeCTUBLLW Ha rpyasX PyKU, BiH CTaB
nepeno4mBaTun. Mo BCbOMY BUAKO Oys0 - Beninka yToMa obHsana noro. BiH cuais i
AKOCb 4yAHO YCTaBMBCH O4MMa Ha OOHY NJSAMOYKY Y BiKHi: BUAKO 6yno, wo BiH
36upaBcs 3 gyMkamu. Koan ue 3pa3y WocCh 3arysao Koso ABopy i cTuxno. Mo3a cnnHoto
y NeTpa ®egoposunya nNpobir Mopo3. BiH CTpPyCHYBCSA i CTaB AOCAYXaTUCh... BiKOHHMLS
o4-Xmnmunacs, WocChb 3a O4i MoKasanmcs 3-3a Wubku.

- XTo Tam? - ob6i3BaB NeTpo PenoposBmYy. 3a BIKHOM MOYYBCH FOMiH.

- O44YVHITB, - LOHEeCN10Cs 3HaABOPY.

MNeTpo ®enopoBmY BUNLLOB, 0ACYHYB. Llina 3rpas nogen yganuna B CiHn, 6oa3kato4m
wabnamn, uoka4m wnopamu... CyMHO Ton BpasKiT i LoOKaHHA 06i3BannChL y NOro
cepui... BiH gporagascs...

FoAuHY... APYrY WBUAKO WYyKanu, Nepeknganu, nopaancb YyxXi nioam y noro nobpi...
BiH OMBMBCA CTOMAEHUMM O4YUMa, K YB'A3yBanuM Noro nanepu. Hivoro He KUHynu: yce



B3AJIM - | MOro nose3nu 3 coboto...

Opyroro paHkKy 3a4MHeHi BIKOHHULUI Y MOro KBaTUpPi faBajin 03HaKYy Ha BCIO YIMLIO, L0
iX >Xunneub nepebpaBcsa Kyaucb iHae, - 60 3 CBITOM COHUS BOHM 3aBXXAWN OAYNHSANNCA. ..
(nyxa 4yyTka xoauna no 6asapy, WO cninMaHO BEIMKOro BOpOra TEMHUX Nto4ewn,
KoTpuin Bnpobnsas danbLlLnBi rpoLLi.

TeMHOoi HOYi NnepeBefeHO NOro B TEMHUIM MNOKIN. AXX Ha TPeTbOoMY SpYCi Tiei CTpaLUHOI
CXOBaHKM, WO LUMPOKNUM KOPUOOPOM NMepeHnsyBaiacb Ha ABi N0N10BMHK, Mo obnaBa
6okun nopobneHi bynn HeBennyKi KOMipku. B oaHy 3 HUX ynyctunm MNMeTtpa
depnopoBnya. Konm Big4MHNNANCA ABepi, TO 3BiATU CUPUN X0Nno4 i FyCTi NMOMepKn
BiIMHYJIN HA OCBIYEeHNI KoOpnOop. AK y Nig3emMHy HOpPY, YCTYMNWUB BiH Y CBOIO HOBY
KBaTupto. MNMpuHecnn CBiTNO i NOCTaBUIN Ha HEBENIMYKOMY CTOJIMKY, B OAHOMY KYTKY
XaTw; y ApyromMmy, Koso CTiHU, NPUMOCTUNACS 3a/i3Ha KpoBaTb, 3 MaTpaueM. TiIbKO 1
nobpa 6byno Ha HOBOMY rocnogapcTBi. Konm 3a4MHUAnNCS asepi - yBecCb CBIT 3a4NHUBCS
Big noro. Cepue NMOro MoOB XTO Y )KXMeHI 3aBMB; No3a CMNUHOK CUMHYJI0 MOPO30M; Y
AyLwi BinHyno xonoaom... briguin, BiH we gy>xye nobnig i onycTmsB Ha rpyan CBOO
Ba>XKy rosioBy. TO He YOJI0BIK CTOSIB, TO CaMa MyKa NoHypuiaca cepen xatu! CsiT Big
NI0€BOI CBiYKM NagaB Ha Moro n obgasasB CM30CIPUM KOJILOPOM. Jlerka TiHb HENPUMITHE
yrnana Ha OoNiBKY, [OCAraro4m rosoBoto cTiHW. CTinm 6ynm cipi. Ha ogHin 3 HUX, MoB
CTpallHa npuyyna, Koamxasnacs 3akyCcTpaHa TiHb NOro ronosu. MNMponwno n'aTb
XBWUJINH, MOKW BiH NiAHAB ii i NOMepKAMM nornagom obeiB xaTy. Y CTiHi, HacynpoTu
OBepen, a)K KoJI0 caMoi CTesli YOPHINo, MOB POT AKOro 3Bips, BIKHO, BACTaBUBLUN
3aMicTb 3y0iB ip>kaBi WTabwu 3ani3a, y Asepsax Tex byna wunbka, 3ama3aHa,
3a5J10)K€Ha; 3 Hei IMBCA MYTHUN XKOBTUN CBIT.

O6amBuBLLUNCL XaTy, MNeTpo PefopoBMY NiAINLWLIOB A0 CTOSIMKA, OMYXHYB Ha CBIT/O...
Hi4, TeMHa, Henpo3opa Hi4 pa3oM ycTasia Kpyrom noro. Y Tih HenpornaaHin TeEMHOTI
no4Yynocsa Tuxe CTyrnaHHA, pun kposaTi. To NeTpo ®enoposuny 3ibpasca naratu. OCb i
nir. YKpUBa4nCb, YePKHYBCSA PYKOIO CTiHW... LLLOCb C/IN3bKEe Ta X0s104He BpPa3usio ii.
BiH cnpo>Xorom nopsaB pyKy, HakKpmMBa4m opyroto, wob ofirpitn. ani noBepHyBCH
Ha CMUHY, 3JI0)KUB Ha rpyasx pyku, K ckiagatoTb nomepliomMy. Odi noro bynum
BiAKPWTI, - TiNIbKO BiH He Ba4mB Hi4oro kpyrom cebe... He noro cnabmm o4am
NPOAVBUTUCSA Ty NYCTY TEMHOTY, fKa 3pa3y obHsAna xaTty!.. XBUAUHY-APYry MPUKPO
YOWBNSABCSA BiH - i Nepen Noro o4mma 3axoausn pisHi Kpy>kasa: TO YEPBOHI 3 XKOBTUM,
TO OFHEHHO-3eMeHi, To BinyBaTi, NONPOTUKAHI YOPHUMN AipodKaMu... LLle nponwna
XBUNHA, We... TeMHoTa nopigwana, cepefl Hei BUpa3HO BUCTaBUIACh XXOBTa NjasMa:
TO CBITWI0 BiIKOHEYKO 3 Kopuaopy. BiH yn'anme y noro cBoi odi... LLlocb TeMHyBaTe i
nerke, K TiHb, 3aX04MN0 Mo nomy, 3abiraso; To roCTpMM POrom ypidyBasioCcsi B XKOBTE



rnose, To KpUBYJIbKaMu nepenncysaso Noro... MoKpyTUTbCSA XBUAUHY-APYTY,
MOXMTaeTbCA-NOXUTAETbCA | Nponage. | 3HOBY oHa »XXOBTa nJjsMa BUOHIETbCSH; | 3HOBY
360Ky BUCyBaeTbCA pir, 6iratoTb KpuBYibKWU... CyMHO, HyAHO. LLlocb Ba>kke ynano,
CTYKHY0 - po3ganacs JiyHa HaBKpyru... LLLoCb NO3iXHY10; MOYyBCSA FOMiH... SKeCb
rnyxe 6yboTaHHs, a cniiB He po3bepell. MNMeTpo ®efopoBmnY 3aKpPUB OYi; NasgMa He
cxoguna. BiH noBepHyBcs Ha Bik i nngMa nepenwina 3a Noro NnoBopoToMm. «LLlo ce?» -
rnoaymas BiH... Pa30M BUNAMBIO We TPU-HOTUPU NAAMUN; KPYTATLCA KPYrOM »XOBTOI...
BiH nonycTmBs Bii - ogHa »XX0BTa 30CTanacs. «Xiba Moi 04i po3KpuUTI, WO A ii bavy?» -
noAyMaB BiH, HACTaBASAKYN PYKY Hag 3aKpUTUMKU o4MMa. Pykn He 6yno BngHo, a
niasMa Bce-Taku cTtosna. «Le 9 BAMBUBCA y Te TPeKiATe BIKHO, i MaHa Bif NOro
MOPOYNTb MeHe». BiH nir 60KoOM i ne)xaB TUX0, A0XKNOaK4YX, MOKM MaHa 3HUKHE.

MaHa He cxoauna; nasaMa we mos nobinblwana, nowupllana - po3gasacs HaBKpyru.
BiH po3kpwuB odi. TiHi Nnpownoro, 4aBHLOro 3axmMTanancs Ha in... Cepue y noro crtano,
Ayx 3amep.

KoHel 03HaKoOMUTEesIbHOro pparmMeHTa.
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