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Nap SnbTeppyc

AnnaHckaa nmnepusa #3

Hukorpa He ayman pbbxkunm ckomopox CaHTK, 4TO ero xaetT cyabba 3nmaHCcKoro
nMmrepaTopa, CUIbHeNLWero Mmara Mmupa n n3bpaHHmnka nctTuHHoro Ceeta. [la HeT, 3TO
naxe He cyabba. Taxkoe bpeMs, KOTOpoe He CHATb C nJiey Ao camon cMmepTu. U
HUKOMY HeT fena eCTb JIn CUJIbl - COXXMU 3yObl N nau Brepen. 1 HUKTO He A0J1XKeH
BUAETL Cnie3 nMmnepaTopal! He BCAKMM OTBa)KMUTCHA B3Ba/INTb Ha cebq Takyto Howy. Ho
4YTO, €C/IN HeT MHOro Bbixofa? OcTaeTcs ToNbKo AT Briepen. CKoMopox He nobosancs
caenaTb War HaBCcTpeyvy ceBoen cyabbe.

WNap dnbTeppyc

HaBcTpeyvy cyabbe

Mponor

Bce BOKpyr 3acCTbl/I0 B HEYCTONYMBOM paBHOBECUU. Maru rno BcemMy Mmnpy C TpyAoMm
npuxoannn B cebs nocse Cny4YmBLLUErocs HECKOJIbKO AHeN Ha3a. Kaxkabln, X0Tb
HEMHOr o BJiafleloLlnin marmen, owyTnn oTkpblTue YepHoro lNopTana, HMULMALNIO
MaTepbix 1 NoTpsacatowme sBoobpakeHue 3aknatma PagyxHoro OpakoHa. MNpasaa,
MaJlo KTO U3 KONJOBCKOM BpaTumn NOHAS, 4TO NPOU30LLJIO HA CaMOM fene, TOJIbKO
caMble 3HaLWme N ONbITHbIE CyMesIN BbISICHUTb Koe-4T0. OCTasibHbIX NPOCTO
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WapaxHyJio TaK, 4HTO MHOIrme nex>xaJim rnJiaCtoM y>xe Heaesio.

BonHa 3aTuxna cama cobon. NanagnHbl Ha BCAKNIN CNyYal oTOWIN OT CTeH KOXKHbIX
LUunTanenen. KapBeHCKMe CBAWEHHUKMN NblTaZIUCb MOHATb, 4TO UM AenaTb gasblue -
3aroBop 3aBepLlunsica Heygaden. [la, cTaporo nMmnepaTtopa Bce xe ybunam, HO
MOSABMJICA HOBbIW, OT KOTOPOIro eLle HEU3BECTHO Yero xaaTb. KOYeBHUKN TOXKe He
rno><esasaun Ne3Tb Ha POXKOH - LWaMaHbl OWYTW/IN BCE «pafoCcTu» Marnyeckom 6ypm un
npenynpennan XaHoB, YTO MPOUCXOONT YTO-TO HeobbI4YHOe. Te gypakaMu He bbln n
pewnnn He puckosaTb. Ha MaHxeHe cpean BONCK AfibSiHCaA LLapwu/o 3aMeLllaTeNbCTBO -
Marm HapTarajbCKoro Anm3nmyma, Ha KOTOPbIX BO3arasn CTONIbKO Hagexa,
HaXxoOWIUCb B LWWOKe, He Byayyun B cusiax XO0Tb YTO-HUBYOb NpeanpuHATL. [aBHO
3anJiaHUPOBAHHOE HACTYMJIeHME COpPBasfioCh, 1 3TO Becnno KoMaHOOBaHNE OOHENb3S.
Bripo4eMm, TaM ToXXe HalWINCb 34paBoMbICAALLME 04N, NpeanoYnTaBlne He
puckoBaTb 6e3 HagobHOoCTN. NMyCTb XOTb YTO-HMOYAb ANA Ha4Yana NPOACHUTCA, Toraa
MOXXHO byaeT u pUCKHyTb. ECn waHcbl Ha nobeny NosBATCA.

PackonoTtas HanonosiamMm nMnepus 3amMmepJsia B Hanpsa>XeHHoOM oXugaHun. Hosbin
nMriepaTop NokKa HMYeM He NposABsAa cebs. 3aroBoOpLNKM KOHTPOIMPOBaIM ropoa
LLeHTpa CTpaHbl, IOr HaXo4WUJICHA B pyKax MMNepaTopCKMX BOWCK, a Ha ceBepe Lwa
napTm3aHckasa BoHa. O4eHb fa)ke akTMBHasA. lMMopon ognH ropofioK 3a AeHb TPUXKAb
rnepexoamnn U3 pyk B pykn. OgHako KpynHble ropona - Baptungap, Captugap,
HepnasaH v ApunHagap - npooos/mKanu yaep>XXmnsaTb rsapaenckmne rnosikv umnepuuv rnos
KOMaHAOBaHWEM MacTepoB-HacTaBHUKOB boeBoro 6paTcTBa. HO OHM M3HemMoranum nopg
yhapaMu MATEXHUKOB, KOTOPbIX Noanep>kajn BoliCagusLLnecs HernoasieKy BOMCKa
KapseHa n HapTtaransa. A nomoLimn Bce He 6b110. I HUKTO He 3Ha, NpUAeT i1 OHa
Boobue...

(naBa 1

MpowaHre C NpoLLIbIM

3a CToJ/I0M, 3aBaJieHHbIM ByMaraMmu, cugesn o4eHb CTapbl U O4EHb YCTaslbll YesI0BEK.
OH Mpa4yHoO rnanen B CTeHy, 3akycms ryby. CTpaHa pywmnnacb Ha rnasax, Bce ero
YyCUANSA HE NPUBOOUNAN HU K YeMy. MHOrmne pelueHuns okasaancb owmnboYHbIMU 1~
TONbKO ycyrybunam nonoxxeHue. CBoe Aeno CTapuk 3Hasl XOpOoLLOo, HO NpPaBUTb
nMnepuen - BOBCe He ero aeno! F'ne aToT rMbIpXOB MMMepaTop WAseTcs, kemM bbl OH



TaM HU 6b11? C MOMeHTa 06bsABNEHUS O CMePTK ero BeanyecTsa MapaHa npoLuso
bonblle pecatn aHen, a CaHTUap Tak U He U3Bonu 0bbABUTBLCA B cTonmue. OX,
HNYEero HeT Xy>Xe CMeHbl NPaBUTENA BO BPEMS KPU3UCA...

JlaHur ap BopToH pa3gpa’keHHO noTep BUCKN N OTMUA FNOTOK KPYTO 3aBapeHHOro
napTa 13 ntobnuMon 3aKONYEHHOW AEePEBSAHHON KPYXXKU, MOJIYYEHHOW UM U3 PYK
MOJIKOBOr0O MHTEHAaHTa 6onblue NAaTNOeCcaTn neT Ha3ad BO BPEMEHA 3aBOEBaAHUS
ceBepHoro nobepexbd MaHxeHa. MHorne nog4MHeHHble YAUBAEHHO KOCUINCh Ha
MPOCTYI0 CONAATCKY KPYXXKY BCECUJIbHOMO r1iaBbl UMMNEPCKOW TaHOM CTPa)ku, He
MOHMMas, OTHEro Xo4A4MN KowMap rnoscloay TackaeT ¢ cobon Takoe yboxxecTBo. OHWM
He 3HaNnN, CKOJIbKO BOCMOMUHAHUI BbINI0 CBSAA3AHO Y HEro € 3ToN Kpy»XKon. OgHa>Kabl
OHa fa)ke crnacsia CTapoMy MacTepy XMU3Hb.

OTpsA4, B KOTOPOM Torga ciy>Xu JlaHur, oTAbIXan nocsie TAXKEN0ro CparKeHus.
Bonubl pa3Benn KOCTpbl U Hanunum cebe BuHa, 4T0bbl OTMETUTL Nobeny N HEMHOro
paccnabuTbCA - HEYaCTO Ha BOWHE BbiNafatoT MUHYThI OTAbIXa. B 3TOT MOMEHT
YMUPAOLLMA WaMaH ropueB, Ha KOTOPOro HUKTO He 06paTui BHUMaHUSA - NeXuT cebe
B CTOPOHKE eLlle oaAuH ybuTbin, camoe obblyHOe nocne 6o geno - co3gan Ha
rnocsegHeM uU3sgbliXaHUm negsHyo MOHUID, XXenas 3abpaTb ¢ cobon Ha TOT CBET KOro-
HMByab M3 annaHueB. OQHAKO MONHUA yaapua B KPY>XKKY, KOTOPOWN MHCTUHKTUBHO
3acnoHmNcsa JlaHur. Kak HM CcTpaHHO, OHa OTKJIOHW/a pa3psaa, 1 monogon oduuep
BbIXKWJ1, TONIbKO CUJIbHO 06Mopo3uacs. C Tex nop OH CHUTaN 3TY KPY)KKY CBOUM
TaMCMaHOM U He paccTaBaJliCsa C Hen.

CTpaHHO BCe Nosy4nsaocChb, ecnm paszobpaTbcs. BcnoMHMB MapaHa, CTapuK B340XHYI.
Hen3BeCcTHO elle, KaKUM OKaeTCs HOBbIN nMnepaTop, CNPaBUTCHA I CO BCEM, 4YTO
CBaJIMJIOCb Ha DnmMaH. KTo OH, nHTepecHo? bbinio y JlaHnra ogHo Hexopoulee
rnono3peHune, o4eHb Y)X MMA ero Besmyectsa 3HakoMmo. CaHTuap. Pegkoe, CAnWIKOM
penkoe nMmsa. He pbkuin 1m 3To CKOMopox? [la HeT, MapaH X0Tb 1 Obla1 cymacLluenLlnm,
HO BCe e He HAaCTOoJIbKo, 4Tobbl NepefaTb KOPOHY HaraomMy mMasb4yuike. Nnn
HaCTONIbKO? [NaBa TaHOW CTPaXn MMNEpmMnN HEPBHO NOEXNCS, NPeacTaBuB, 4TO ero
noao3peHmne BepHo. PbXNIN BeOb Takoro HaBOPOTUT, 4To BCceMy BboeBoMy BpaTCTBY 3a
CTO JIeT He pa3rpecTu.

[MoBe3no ewe, 4TO B Tapcmaap BCKope nocsie cMepTn MapaHa HaBefa/IMCb HECKOJIbKO
MaroB-TeNenopTUCTOB, NOCNAHHbLIX PEKTOPOM AKagemMumm, 4Tobbl BbISCHUTb, Kak
obCcTOAaT Aena, n rnaBa TaHOW CTPa>Xn NOJy4ns1 BO3SMOXKHOCTb CBOBGOAHO
nepemMeLwaTbCs MeXXAy ropofamMm CTPaHbl, OCTaBLIMMUCA Nog KOHTposieM 60eBoro
bpaTcTBa. CTapuk NMXOopafo4yHO MNbiTasaCsa BbIMPaBUTb MOJIOXKEHWE, MeTasICH, He crnan



CYyTKaMW, TOJIbKO Y HEr0 Masio YTO MNOJIy4asioCb, XOPOLLO XOTb - KOE-4TO yAasoch
yaepxaTb.

- Cnanwb? - NOoC/bILANCS OT ABepn BOPYINBLIN ronoc KepTana. - Hy, cuan-cuan,
obpa3unHa cTapas.

- N Tebe Toro xe, xpbl4 06ne3nbin, - He obopaymBasCb, MONPUBETCTBOBA ApYyra
JlanHwur.

- 3aMoTasiCa 1 4TO-TO, - TAXKESI0 ONYCTUACA Ha CTYN CTapbi MacTep. - JlapTa
Ha/belwb?

- [la BOH KyBLUWH CTOUT, 6epu, - BypKHYN rnaBa TalHOW CTpaxku. - Ewle ropsaynin kak
6yanTo. YTo TaM Ha ceBepe CJbILLIHO?

- MOHEMHOry peXXyT 3aroBOpPLUNKOB, TOJSIbKO CJIMLLIKOM Y>X UX MHOro. OTpsaabl CTapLimnx
MacCTepoB N HEBUAMMOK OENCTBYIOT U3 3acaf, BbIbMBalOT KOMaHOMPOB, 3aXBaTbIBAlOT
CKOpPOCTpesibHOe opyxune. [1Ba CKnafa y>Ke B Halunx pykax. Pasobpanncb Ky3Heubl C
HUM - KTO-TO U3 NHXXEHEePOB AKageMun npuagymarsn, Ho Hag niobpetatenem
nocMessnCb. A NoTom oH beccnenHo ncyes. Bngnmo, 3aroBopLUMKMN NepeKynnan nnm
NOXUTWAM ero n 3actasmnun pabotaTtb Ha cebsa. 3aTo NPOM3BOAUAN aBTOMATHI
00BOJIbHO NtoboNbITHLIM 0bpa3oM. HacTb AeTanen Yepes AeCATKM NOACTAaBHbIX ML
3aka3blBanu B Opkorpape, 4acTb B HapTarane, 4yacTb Aesnanun Hawmn MaHy(aKTypbl.
oe cobupanun, NOHATUSA He nMmeto, TyT Tebe n KapTbl B pyKW.

- Mownwy, - B3a0XHYN JIaHUT. - TOJIbKO He [0 TOro rnoka, cam 3Haellb.

- [1a y>XX 3Hato, - Nnokuean Keptan. - UmnepaTtop Tak n He obbaBunca?

- HeT. 9nbaapoB Toxxe HeT. CTapble MepPTBbl, @ HOBbIX €ro BEJINYECTBO, MOX0Xe, eLle
He ycnes HaknenaThb.

- Foe oH wnaeTca-1o?! - B3opBasaCs CTapbli MacTep. - YTo 3a 6€30TBETCTBEHHOCTb
Takaa?!

- Ecnu He 3abbls1, B NepBble MecsLibl NOC/ie KOPOHALMN NMMEPATOP HE CJINLLIKOM
XopoLllo cebst 4yBCTBYET, - 0TMaxHyJca JlaHur. - CAMWKOM MHOroe rnosly4yaeT cpa3sy. B



rosioBe NOJIHbIN KaBapAak. [lyMato, NapeHb 3acen B KAKOM-TO 3aMKe N BUHO
KYBLUWHAMUN XJIELLET, NbiTassiCb B ceba npunTu.

- [1a noMHI0 4! - nocannmeo ckpmuica Keptan. - ToNIbKO He 00 NMbAHKK cenyac,
OOJIKHO e 3To gonbaHoe Benn4ecTBO NOHMMATL, 4TO beada npuwna?

- JOJIKHO... - TSXKeNo B340XHYJ FaBa TalHOW CTPaXku. - [la BUAHO He NOHMMaeT.

- lJagHo, BopXx0T C HUM. OT MaNbYyULLIEK HUKAKUX U3BECTUN?

- Kak ncyesnu, Tak rnoJsiHbl MOJTYOK, - pa3Besi pykamu JlaHur. - Mano Toro, nesuLbl
NX TOXKe He3HaMo Kyda nogesanncb. Kak n He 6biso.

- BOoH OHO KakK... - onycTun ronosy Keptan. - He nonmy s, 4To Boobuie nponcxoaunT.
Anbd roBopua 4TO-HNOYAb TONKOBOE?

- OT Hero pobbewbcs. Bce 3aragkm Kakne-to, NpuTYKM, CKasku. Mo geny Hu4ero
KOHKPETHO He CKa3aJl, YBUJIMBaAeT, CKOTUHA ocTpoyxas. OO4HO TOJIbKO A MOHSAN.
Manbubl HAaWK CyMenun-Taku oCTaHOBUTb TBapb, KOTopas Yyepes YepHbin MopTan
nesna. A BOT 4YTO fasjblie Cy4Ynsocb, PapTassib U CaM He 3HaeT. Mopay YMHYIO
CTpOWUT, a He Bosible Hac ¢ Tobon NoHUMaeT.

- 9cHo. JlagHo, nonay 5. Hago noayMaTb, Kak ceBepsiHaM NOMOYb, COBCEM OHU
N3HEMOratoT, 3aroBOPLMKM aTaKyloT NOCTOSAHHO. Opoyunin Karan npensioXusa BBecTun
HECKOJIbKO MOJIKOB CBOUX erepen Ha TeppuToputo nmnepun. Ha dpuHoapckui
nosyocTpoB. Kak AyMaellb, cornawlatbca?

- MycTb BBOASAT, Xy>e He byaeT, - obpeyeHHO MaxHyn pykon JlaHur. - C opkamu
MO>XHO OOrOBOPUTLCS, XOTb OHW CBOEWN BbIr0Abl U HE YNYCTAT.

- BoT 1 2 Aymato: a He OPOroBaTo /M HAM UX MOMOLLb BCTAaHET? - B340XHYN KepTan,
BCTaBas.

OfOHaKo ynTu eMy He yaanocb. [leepb 0TBOpUIACh, U Ha NOpPoOre BO3HUK MOHYPbIN
CaHTu. NapeHb BbIrnagen BCTpenaHHbIM, yCcTasbliM, Mo4 rna3amMmm BUOHENNCh TEMHbIE
Kpyru. JINUo yHbIJ10€, KakK ByATO OH TOJIbKO 4TO KOro-To 6/1M3KOro moXopoHWII.
Noyemy-To OH 6bIn1 B NJaLLe C KaniowoHOM, XOTS paHbLle Takon ofeXAbl He



npu3HaBaJ HanpoYb.

- ba! - obpagoBaHHO BCcnnecHyn pykamu KepTan. - Koro g Bmxy! Tl rae wnancs,
OOPXOT pbXKNN?!

- Fne Hapo, - BypKHYN CKOMOPOX, Nagas Ha cTyn n 6e3 cnpoca Hanueas cebe napTa. -
0obpbin geHsb.

- 30paBCTBYN, APYr CUTHbIN, 34PaBCTBYN... - NOKUBas JlaHur, noTnpas noaboponok n
3auHTepeCcoBaHHO pa3rnaabiBas loHowy. - Hy, paccka3biBan.

- A YTO TYT pacckasbiBaTb? - noxan naedamm CaHTK, C Hac/ax4eHneM BbiNne
rops4Ynm HanUTokK. - NoXxnpaTensa Mbl 0bpaTHO 3arHanm, YepHoin MNMopTan
YHUYTOXNNN. [1OoTOM...

Ha rnasax ckoMopoxa NosiBUINCb CNe3bl, OH pa3gpaKeHHO BbITEP UX PyKaBOM MJialla
N OTBEPHYJICA.

- YTo NoTOM? - HacTopoOXXuUNcCa JlaHur.

- Mbl MNepaTopa yMupatoLwero Hawau... OH y MeHs Ha pyKax ymep.

-Y Teba?! - nobnegHen, MegneHHoO BCTaBas, rnaBa TalHOW CTPaXKW, MFHOBEHHO
MOHSABLUWN, YTO 3TO 03HAYaeT. - YTo XK, 34paBCTBYN, TBOE BEIMYECTBO...

- Tbl NOHAN? - TOPbKO ycMexHynca CaHTW. - [la, Tbl MOHSA.

- No4emy 6e3 Mmackun?

- A To 6bl Tbl MEHS NO FONOCY He y3Han! - cKpueBmacsa nmnepaTop. - Nnm no
ABVHKEHUAM.

- 3HAYUT, BCE-TAKWU Thl... - 3aKycun ryby JlaHur. KepTtan BoobLue Bbirnsanen
Ol IYLLUEHHbIM Mbl/IbHbIM MELLKOM M13-3a Yria, raas Ha CKOMOPOXa AaXke He KPYribiMu,
a KBagpaTHbIMU rnasamu. - MNpuynHa?



- bonblue HNKOro psaaoM He 0Ka3aJloCb, - YCTasN10 06bACHU pbKUNA. - [loYeMy 13 Hac
naTepbix MapaH Bbibpan MeHs, He 3Hat. KaxkeTcs, NoTOMY 4TO A HocuTesnb CBeTa. OH
HEe PUCKHY/ NepefaBaTb B/aCTb TbMe - CJIMLIKOM Hernpeackasyema.

- KaxeTtca? - yamesuacs JlaHur. - Pa3se Tbl He NOMHULWbL? HaCcKOJIbKO MHEe U3BeCTHO,
HOBbIN MMMNepaTop BO BpeMs nepenaydun BnacTu rnoayyaetT BMecTe C Marmenm namsaTb
rnpe>xHero.

- He ToNbKO npe)xHero, - ¢ KNCAbIM BUAOM Bo3pa3na CaHTu. - Boobuie Bcex
NMrepaTopoB, KpoMe DsinmaHa. TosIbKO Kak MHe BO BCeM 3TOM pa3obpaTbces, a? A ¢ yma
cxoxXy! He noHumato, roe mom BocnoMmHaHus, roe MapaHa, a rae soobuie Kakoro-To
OpoHTa, XUBLUEro CeEMbCOT JieT Ha3ana!

- Oa, Tebe He No3aBuayellb... - CONYBCTBEHHO MOKMBan JlaHUr. - He 3Hato fa)ke 4To u
nocoBeTOBaTb.

- Huyero TyT He caenaewsb! - HeAOBOIBHO BYPKHY 1 MMNepaTop. - BpeMsa Hy>XHO.
MapaH BOH nocjiie KopoHauum Tpu Mecsaua B cebs npuxoamn. OH mor cebe 3To
rMno3BOJINTb, a A He Mory! 3Hato, 4To TBOpUTCA. [ToTOMY M Npuwlen.

- A rge octasibHble pebsaTa? - cnpocuna onoMHUBLWINNCA KepTan, BCe elle HeaoBEePYMBO
NnokKa4dmBas roJioBowu.

- B 3amke MNpuspakos, NpuxoasaT B cebs nocne npeBpalleHns B 3/1b4apoB.

- Tbl X anbhapamm caenan?! - axHyn JlaHur.

- OHK caMun Tak pewnnu, - B3aoxHyn CaHTK, 4OCTaBasa U3 BO34yxXa KPY>XKKY C 3J1eM. -
bynete?

- DaBan, - nepernsgHynCb CTapble MacTepa, cpa3y BCNOMHUB 0bblYHbIe POKYChI
MapaHa. CMOTpU-Ka, U pbXun Tyaa xe. - Obounm.

iIMnepaTop NOCTaBMA Ha CTON eLle ABE KPYXXKW.

- CBeTnaa namATb! - NogHAN OH CBOIO, BCTaBasd. KepTan ¢ JIaHUromMm npucoegnHUINCH,
TOXe BCTaB NoMAHYTb MapaHa. Bennkunin nmnepatop 6bin1 N peaKoOCTHbIN YeN0BEK.



- NMox0opoHbI Ha0 OpraHN3oBaTb... - HEKOTOPOE BPeMs MOMOJIYaB, CKa3an PbXKUR. -
Teno s pocTtaBui, OHO BHU3Y. He 6ecnokoncs, Tam s inua HUKOMY He MoKasblBasl, He
NaunoT.

- CoenaeMm, - kMBHYN JlaHWT, 3anncaB 4YTO-TO B TeTpalb, JIeXXaBLUY0 nepen HUM.

OH [o/Iro n3yyatoue CMOTpes Ha 4YesloBeKa, OT KOTOPOro € 3TOro MOMeHTa B DJIMaHe
3aBuceno Bce. KTo 6bl nogymasn rog Hasaf, 4To HarJsibi MaJlb4ULLKA-CKOMOPOX,
OOBOAMBLUNIA CBOMMU FAYMbIMU WWYTKaMKN Xutenen Tapcuaapa Ao 6enoro kaneHus,
CTaHeT uMmnepaTopom? [la HeT, Takoro cambin 6onbLON haHTazep NPennoNoXUTb He
Mor. Cnpasutcs nm CaHTKU C aackon Howen? BoceMHaauaTb fieT Beab Bcero! [a,
MaMATb U OMbIT MPEXHUX UMIMEPATOPOB C HUM, HO NMOMOXXET JIM 3TO? JINYHOCTb
npaBuUTeNs TOXKE UrpaeT OrPOMHYIO poJib. [[NlaBa TaWHOW CTPa>XM COMHEBAJICH,
C/INLWKOM Be30TBEeTCTBEHHbIM DblsT PbXXNIA Harnew, CJIMWKOM yBrieKarowmmcs. a 4To
TaM, NPOCTO C/INLIKOM MOJioabIM!

- loknaabiBal, YTO Y HAC AenaeTcsa Ha AaHHbIA MOMEHT, - BYpPKHY1 MMnepaTop,
cagsacbk. - fa, Ty nHgopMauuio, 4To s Tebe nepenan, Tbl NPOBES YEpPE3 CBOKO
TapCUOAPCKYO KaHLEensapuo?

- Toi?! - n3ymuncs JlaHur.

- Tbdpy, nackyacTeo! - ¢ gocagon cTykHyn cebsa no nby CaHTu. - MapaH, To eCTb.
[OBOPIO XKe, He NMOHMMato MoKa rae Mon BOCMOMUHAHUSA, a rae vyy>xume. Ho 3T1o cyTu
nena He meHsaeT. Ta cxeMa cpaboTaeT faxke ceyac, HeECMOTPS Ha BOCCTaHMe.

- NMepepnan, - oTBETUN CTapUK. - MOTOM NIMKBUANPOBAJT KAPBEHCKYIO CETb, CAE/aB Tak,
4T0ObI NOC/IEAHUM CTanNo N3BECTUE O NOJTyYEHUUN LIeHHOW NHopMaL M1 U caMa 3Ta
nHdopmaums. Eule Yepes aeHb NnpoLlesn naHUYeckuin BonJib 0 NpoBase - N BCe.

- XOpoLlo... - yAOBJIeTBOPEHHO MOKMBaJ MMNepaTop, HakKpydmBasa Ha nanaew CBoun
pbXye BoNOChl. - O4eHb xopoLo. Kak oyMaellb, CoOXpann?

- [lymato coxxpanu! - XuTpo yxmbisibHYNCA JlaHUr. - CBATOLLN y>XXe Havau
rnepenncaokKaumio BOUCK Ha MaHxeHe.

- flcHo. Tenepb A40/10KU, YTO B UMMNEPUN.



- KOr, Bk/It0Mas CTOJIMYHBIN N TapCUOAPCKUN OKPYrn, B HAWWNX pPyKaxX, - OTBETUN
BMecCTO apyra KepTan, npoaosi>kas C HeAOyMeHNEM pa3rnaabiBaTb PbiXKero
be3nenbHNKa, KOTOPOro He pa3 aynua naskown B ceBoe BpeMs. M 3To nmnepaTop?
EonHbin CosgaTtens, cnacn u nomunyn! - KeemaHgap ¢ Napaapom Toxe yaanochb
OTCTOATb LLEHON HEMaNbIX MOTEePb. 3aTO LEHTP CTPaHbl B pyKax 3aroBopuimnkos. Cesep
MOJIHOCTbIO OTpe3aH, bon Tam npogosKatoTcsa. Yepes balHM CBA3M ceBepsHe
MOCTOAHHO MPOCAT MOMOLLMN, OHN AepP>XXaTCA U3 NOoCNefHNX CUJI, @ YHTO Mbl MOXKEM
coenaTtb? 4 oTnpaBusl 4eCATOK MOJIKOB MOPCKUM NyTeM, HO KOorga euie oHu
nobepytca?

- Huyero, - 3nopagHo ockanuncsa CaHTu, - Mbl € pebatamu, B oTam4me oT MapaHa ¢
ero anbAapamMu, cnocobHbI NepebpocnTb Yepes rnopTalsibl U LLesyio apMuto, eciu
noHagobuTcsa. HocuTtenaMm nepBo3faHHbIX CUJ1 Mbl OCTa/INCb, Aa N OT Pafly>KHOro
dpakoHa HemMasno Nony4unu.

- ApMuio?! - B3MeTHYNMCb BBepX 6poBun JlaHUra, oH CHOBa neperasHynacs c
KepTasnom. - [la, nopagoBan Tbl MEHSA, TBOE BEJINYECTBO.

- Ewe ToNIKOM He pa3obpasics, 4YTO MOry, a Yero HeT, - TOCKJINBO B340XHYJI
nMnepaTop. - Ho 3T0 TOYHO MOry, BbIICHWUA yXKe. [Nepefan ceBepsaHaM, 4TO 3aBTpa
nomoLb bypet. MycTb aepxatca! PaHblwe He BbIngeT, pebata TONbKO K yTpy
npubyayT. Oa n oeB4YOHKMN.

- OHU c BaMn?

- F'oe e um ewe 6bITb? HepaBHO NpucTann, Kak 6aHHbIN TNCT, Aenan n nx
anbaapamu. Cornacmnncsa caypy, TeMm 6onee s He B cebe Toraga 6bi1, Aa N NbsAH
n3psaaHo. HayTpo 3a rosioBy CxBaTuics, a No3aHO. KCTaTu, N3BUHUTE YyXK, HO 3aKnsATue
MOJIYaHUS Ha BaC ABOUX S HaJI0XKY, BEPIO BaM, HO BCE PaBHO Has0Xy. Bbl 6bl HAac no-
noboMy y3Hanu, NOTOMY MU He CTasl HUYEero CKpbiBaTb, @ BOT APYIMM 3HATb He
cnepyer.

- O 4yeM peyb, - Noxan nnedamm Keptan. - C4nTaellb HY>XHbIM - HakaAabiBan. Ho BOT
3a TO, YTO KOJI40BaN CMbsHY, ApaTb Teba Haao!

- Hapo... - rpyctHo cornacunca CaHtun. - Cam noToMm egBa He YOKHYJCA. bonblie He
Oyay, OAHOro ypoKa XBaTWUJ10 C roJsIoBOW. HeT, Hy Kak »e 3To? A - n Bapyr



nMmnepaTtop?! [1o cux nop NoBepuTb HE MOry, a AeBaTbCA HEeKyaa.

- [la, oT 3TOro fosra HUKyaa He geHewbCA... - COrlacHo nokmean JlaHur. - Pag, 4To
XOTb YTO-TO NposAcHUI0Cb. CTpaHy cnacaTb HaM, 6ofblLUe HEKOMY.

- JTO TakK... - YHbIJ1I0 OTO3BaJICA MMMepaTop. - DNbAapbl eule HYy>KHbl, KaK BO34YyX
HY>XXHbI, Y MéHA NX BCero geeHaguaTtb, KarJa B MOpe.

- [1BeHaguaTb? - nepecnpocun Keptan. - A KTO ABeHaguaTbIN-TO?

- OOnH N3 CTapbiX Yy4OM B XXWUBbIX oCTancs. A, korga B 3aMok lNMpuspakos nocne
cMepTn MapaHa Brepsble nepeMecTuICca, BAPYr 30B ycbiwan. KTo-To MeHs 3Bar,
OT4YasAHHO 3BaJl. CaM He NMoHuMas, 4TOo fesato, NOTAHYJICA HAaBCTpeYy, U Ha nosay
nepeno MHOM NOSABUACS yMuparwwmim yenosek. OH noackasas, Kak ero Bbl1e4nThb.
CyacTbe, 4TO OH BbIKWJI, 6e3 ero onbiTa He 3Hato, Kak pebaTa cnpaBnanCh Bbl.

- XOTb OAWH ONbITHbIN YesioBEK B Ballen becnyTHOM KoMnaHum! - obner4yeHHo
ynbibHynca Jlanur. - N To 6naro.

- ECTb elle ofHa Bellb, 0 KOTOPON A X04y Tebs NonpocuThb.

- Kakana? - npunoaHan 6poBb rnaBa TanHOM CTPaXKu.

- Mbl npuBenun ¢ cobon n3s Haptaransa napHs, - NPOAOSIXKWUA nMmnepaTop. - NMoMHULWbL?
Ixe kKé CuTe, BTOPOM HacneoHUK NpecTosia KoposieBcTBa. oe oH?

- B Tapcnpape, - ¢ HegoyMmeHmneM noxxkasna nnedamu JlaHur. - B kazapmax. A 4T0?

- Mpoluy CPOYHO B3ATLCS 3a €ro ApeccnpoBKy. N opeccmpoBaTh Tak Xe, Kak Hac B
cBoe BpeMsi. A NaaHMpPYIo Bbly4YUTb €r0 Ha FOPHOro MacTepa 1 BO3BECTU Ha NPecTos -
c HapTaranem Bce paBHO NPUAOETCA YTO-TO A€/1aTb, U CBOW KOPOJIb HAaM HUKaK He
nomMeluaeT. NMoMMMO TOro, NApHIO NPUroANTCS OMbIT TANHOrO, Aall eMYy HECKObKO
YPOKOB.

- Coenaem, TBOe BeNMYeCTBO. [1aH XopoLl, HU4Yero He ckaxky. Mory ero soobuie B
YYEHUKWN B3ATb, JABHEHLKO Y MEHS YY4EHUKOB He Bblno.



- OT/INYHO, - PE3KO KMBHYJ1 MMMepaTop.

- TenenopTUCTOB Yy HAaC Mano 0CTasIoCb, - B3AOXHY JlaHwWr.

- byayT. Bckope 6yayT. Moka npuaeTtcs 06xXoanThCcs TemMu, 4TO ecThb. Elle Hepgento-
APYyryto.

-A..

- He ceivac, noroBopuTh elle ycneem, - obopBas cTapmka CKOMOPOX. - I3BUHMN.
CKa)ku nyduie, 4To CTOUT caenaTb B NEPBYIO o4yepeb.

- Moka)xxncb Be3ae, rae ToJIbKO CMOXXeLlb, - MOCOBETOBAJs1 r/laBa TAaWHOW CTPaXKW. -
Monyrai Hapod, 4To6bl 3HaNM - X035UH Npuwen! da v nan cpasy yCnokKoaTcs, a To
CAyXW MOLAN, 4TO MMMNepaTopa Ha camoM aene HeT. Koe-KTo BoobLLe BONuT, 4To
nMnepun KoHel,. ToNIbKO NaHUKW HaM HeLoCTaBa 0 B Mpuaady K nNpoYMm pagocTsaMm.

- Mokaxyck, - 3n0BeLwe ycMmexHynca CaHTu. - [1a, KaHLJiepa cerofHs e B OTCTaBKy!
Hn4TOXXeCcTBO NOJIHOE, HX Ha 4YTO He rofeH. Bbi30BU-Ka MHe, ApyXuule, rnasy
Toproson runsaonn. B kabuHeT KaHunepa. CpoyHo!

970 6bIN10 CKa3aHO HACTOJIbKO MO-MapaHOBCKW, YTO JIaHUT HEPBHO B34POrHyN,
NOAXBaTUJICA C Kpecsia 1 NOKNOHW/ICA. Korga nmnepaTop roBOPUT TakKUM TOHOM,
cnenyeTt NOAYNHATLCA cpa3y n 6e3 npepekaHnin. HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO 3TO APYron
nmnepatop. OH, BUAMMO, AOCTATOYHO yHacsie40oBaa OT NpexXxHero. A pa3 Tak, To
HEeBa)XHO, KeM TaM OH b6bin1 00 KopoHauun. Tenepb CaHTUap - Blagblka dnMaHa.
CTpaHa nonpgeT Tyaa, Ky4a OH NMocyYMTaeT HY>XHbIM ee rnoBecTu. CTapuk o4eHb
Ha[esncs, 4To 3To He byaeT gopora B NponacTb.

AIMnepaTop HaKNHYJ Ha roJIOBY KaMoOLWOH, ero JINLO CKpblJla TYMaHHas AbIMKa. 3aTeM
noMaxall CTapblM MacTepaM Ha NpoLLaHue 1 ucyes B nopTase.

- Kak ke Tak? - 3afan putopu4eckmninn sonpoc Keptaa, nagas Ha CTyJl.

- A BOT TakK, - pa3Besl pykamu JlaHur, HaJinBas B CBOK KPY>XKY OCTbIBLUMN NapT. -
HlopxoT MeHs nobepun, ecnm 5 XxoTb 4TO-HUOYAb NOHMMAltO. JlaaHo, MapaH ymupan,
HMKOro 6onblie psaaoM He 6b1s10. Ho novyeMy oH dHeTa He B3an? Kyaa nyuyiie 66110 6bl,



YyecTHoe CJIoBO. HapgecCh, Masib4yukK He HafesaeT CJINWKOM CTpalUHbIX onboK.

- BoT-BOT... - MpayHo 6ypkHyn KepTan. - TONbKO HageAaTbCA HaM U OCTasoCh.

CaHTW BbILLEsN N3 NopTana B MPUEMHON KaHLUepa. Tam opanun Apyr Ha apyra
HECKOJIbKO Pa30feThiX B NyX U Npax BefbMOXX. Ha NosiBMBLUErocst MMNepaTopa HUKTO
He 06paTun BHUMAHUSA, KpOMe CeKpeTaps, NOJIHOBATOrO0 MOJIOAOM0O YeloBeKa B CEPOM
KocTioMe. OH MUCKHYJ OT y>Xaca W Cros3 rnojg CToJl.

- Hy, n kakoro gopxota? - X0/J1I04HO CNPOCUJI UMMNEPATOP, ero rosoc 61 ryakumMm,
npobupan 0o KOCTEN, 3aCTaBAAN EXXUTbCS.

BenbMOXW OrISSHYUCh, YBUAENMN MPaYHYO PUrypy B nJalle CO CKPbITbIM TYMaHOM
JINLOM W 3aMOJI4a/IN, CTaB TakMMK e 6neHbIMU, KaK U CeKpeTapb, OCTOPOXKHO
BbIr14bIBAOLLNIA N3-NOJ CTONA.

- Mownun BoH! - Npe3putenbHO Bpocnn ero BennyecTso. - Maganbwmku!

BbiCcOKMe nopabl mocnewmnnm BbiNOJHUTL NMPUKa3, He pPeLUmnBLUNCL CKa3aTb HU CJI0Ba,
TOJIbKO pa3 3a pa3oM KNaHA/INCb, OTCTynasa cnnHamun Bnepen. OAMH HAaTOJNIKHYJICA Ha
CTEeHy 1 ynan, MOKMHYB 3aTEM NPUEMHYIO Ha YeTBepeHbKax, YTobbl He TepATb

BpeMeHn. HoBbin nmnepaTop! KTO 3HaeT, 4ero oT Hero xaaTb. Jly4uwe He pUCKOBaTh...
[NpnKa>keT Ka3HUTb, N BCe.

- A Tbl Kyza? - psaBkHyJ1 CaHTu cekpeTapto, NonbiTaBWeMyCs YCKOJIb3HYTb BMecCTe C
nopnamun. - Ko mHe!

- B-Balwle B-BeNnN4ecCTBO... - o6pequHo r|po6ne;|n TOT, BO3BpaLlasaChb.

- Y cebs? - nokasan Ha ABepb KabuHeTa KaHLUJiepa nMmnepaTop.

- O-n-p-a-a-a... - C TPyAOM BblaaBua U3 cebs cekpeTapb, TPACSACh, KaK IMCTOK Nof
BETPOM.

- NWon, - otnyctun ero CaHTu. - Moxelb nckaTb cebe apyryto paboTy, TBOU yCayru
bonblie He TpebytoTcs.



Monoaown YenoBek NOKJOHWUICS U OMNMnpoOMETbIO BblJ1eTesN1 U3 ﬂpVIeMHOVI. Ha ero wraHax
MenJsieHHO pacrnoni3asioCb MOKpoe NATHO.

NmnepaTop C HegoyMeHMeM NMpoBOAWI ero B3rna40M v rnoxaJs naed4amu. Yero oH Tak
bounTca? NMpoBopoBancs, 4To NM? JOpXOT C HAUM, Aa)Ke eCcnn Tak. Hekorga Bopos
HaKa3blBaTb, He BpeMs. CaHTWN TONIKHYN ABepb KabuHeTa n Bowen. Mo
BOCMOMWUHaHMAM MapaHa OH 3HaJsl, Yero XaaTb. HecycBeTHas pockolwb. C Kakon cTaTu
Npe>XXHun nMmnepaTop Tepnen 3Toro 6ecrnonesHoro 4YesnoBeka B kaHunepax? Cam no
cebe n nanbueM He weBesnbHET, Ntoboe feno genaeTt TONbLKO U3-Noa nanku. Het, emy
TakKon KaHUep He HYyXeH.

3a MOHYMeEHTaJIbHbIM CTOJIOM HAaNPOTMB BXOAA CUAEN BaJibSAXKHbIA Ce40N MY>X4YMHa B
LUEeSIKOBbIX 04eAHNAX. YCbllaB 3BYK OTKPbIBLUENCS ABEpPU, OH BYPKHYJ, HE MOgHNUMaSA
ronosbl OT ByMmar: «f e ckasas, g 3aHAT!»

- BctaTtb! - npukasan CaHTu.

YBuaes nepen cobon uMmnepaTopa, KaHUep Cy0POXKHO AEPHYNCS N MoXenTen,
obpeyeHHO YCTaBUBLUMUCL Ha TYMaHHYO Macky. OH Mea1IeHHO NOAHSANCSA Ha HOru U
3aMep, He 3Has, KyZla [eBaThb ApoXKallue pyKu.

- Bawe Benn4yecTBo...

- 30paBCcTBYNTE, opA ap Taop, - X0N04HO CKasas uMnepaTop. - Xo4y y3HaTb, 4TO Bbl
caenann 3a Bpems kpusunca. N He oymanTte, 4To pa3 s He MapaH, To He B KypcCe BaluuX
nen.

- 1 He gymalo... - B3QpOrHysa ToT. - Bawe Benn4ecTBO, YMOJAK CHATb C MEHH
nosiHoMo4umA KaHusepa! A He cnpasnsgck! MNpocTuTe...

- Pag, 4TO Bbl CAMM 3TO NMpPU3HaAU, - UMNepaTop B3LO0XHYJ1 N NOCPenCcTBOM
HECJI0XKHOIro 3aKJIMHAHNA 00CTana U3 BO34yXa KYBLUMH C MapAawmMm lapToMm, CTallmB
ero npsaMo u3-nofd Hoca y Jleka, npuwenwero Ha KyxHto 3aMKa lNpu3pakoB 3a TeM xe.
Fopel pacTePSIHHO BbIPYrasiCa U MOrpo3na KysJakoM B MOTOMOK, cpa3ly coobpas3mBs, KTO
3TO nocTapasncs. - bygere?

- Bnarogapto, HET, - NOMOTas roJIOBOWN KaHLUep.



- XopoLlo, A0JIOXKNTE COCTOSAHUE Aes1 Ha CEerofHsa U MmoxkeTe bbiTb cBO6OAHbLI. He
3abybTe TOJIbKO OCTaBUTb peranauu.

Jlopa ap Taop NpuHSANCS OoKNaAbiBaTb. [10 Mepe TOro, Kak KaHuJiep packpbiBas
nepen HUM KapTUHY Npoucxoasiiero B cTpaHe, CaHTU CTaHOBMNOCL Bce Bonee He no
cebe. DKOHOMMKaA MMMNEPUN 3a NpoLlealune co cMepTn MapaHa ABeHaAuUaTb AHeN
Jlasla OCHOBATEJIbHYI0 TpelmnHy. OTCYyTCTBUE CBSA3M C CEBEPOM U LIEHTPOM CTpPaHbI
CbIrpPasio CBO POJib, TOPrOBOE COCJIOBUE NPEeANoYMTano He pUCKOBaTb, CBOpavymnBas
onepaumnn. Toproeas NoYTU NpekpaTuiachb, B dMaHaap, Kak U B oCTasibHble KPyMHble
ropona, y>ke HeCckoJIbKo AHel He NoABO3MAM NpoaoBosbCcTBMe. Cknaabl 6bn Noka
MOJIHbI, HO HAZONr0 IN XBAaTUT 3amnacoB? IMnepaTop cUYMTas, YTO HEHAAOIIO,
0cobeHHO, ecin BO3HMKHET NaHuka. Buamumo, npuaeTtcs nokasaTbCsa NOAAM, MYyCTh
ybensTcs, 4TO Y HUX CHOBa eCTb MMMepaTop, BbICTYNAOLWWA rapaHToOM CTabunbHOCTN.
Ho B TakoM CUTYyaLUN HY>XEH TOJIKOBbIN N peLunTeNbHbIN KaHuep. A rae ero B3siTh?
Cam CaHTun, bnaromaps NaMsaTu NPeXHUX UMNEPaTOPOB, XOPOLLO Bafes OCHOBaMu
yrnpaBJieHMs 1 MoHUMan, 4To stoboe aeno AosxeH genaTtb npogeccnoHan. NMoxoxe,
nyduie rnaBbl TOProBoW rMfibANN HUKOMO He HAaTWU. Ho OH CTap U HEU3BECTHO
COrslacuTCs /N BE3TU TaKol BO3.

- YTo X, CHMMalo C BacC NoJIHOMO4YMA KaHUepa nmnepuu, nopn ap Taop, - HErpoMKo
cka3an CaHTu, Korga ToT 3aKOHYWUA.

BbIBLUMI KaHLUJEp C ABHbIM 0b6/1ier4yeHneM rMokKAOHWICA U A0CTaNn U3 ceinda 6onbLyto
rocyapCTBEHHYO neYvaTb. MoI0XKUA ee Ha CTOJ, 3aTeM BbiHYJ1 U3 KoLLest HeOOobLLOW
XKEe3/1, YKa3bIBAOLWMNIA HA paHr ero BAafesbla. 3TOT XKe3J1 CNY>KUJT KJII0HYOM K
r1IaBHOMY MMMEPCKOMY apXMBY U COKPOBULLHMLE. PaboTan ToNbKo B pyKax KaHuJepa,
YyTBEPXXOEHHOIO MMMEPATOPOM, SABNAACH HA CaMOM Aefie Marn4yeckum apTedakTomMm.

- bnaropapto, Bawe BennyectBo! - ¢ 3TMK cnoBamu nopa ap Taop NOKMHYN KabuHer.

Cnyxu o nosiBJIeHUN HOBOIO MMMNepaTopa HeC/IMCb No Asopuy, obpacTas no gopore
becyncneHHbIMK, MOPON BOBCE Y>XK HECYpPa3HbIMU AOMbICNaMn. TOBOPUN, OH C XO4Y
MpuKasaa Ka3HUTb HECKOJIbKNX JIOPOO0B, LLBbLIPSAJICS MOJIHUAMU B OCMENIMBLUNXCS
MPOTUBOPEYNTb, MPO3EH 1N CTPALUEH, KyAa rpo3Hee n cTpallHee npexHero. OgHako
60/bLUMHCTBO Ntogen oboapnao NoSBEHNE FPO3HOro MMNepaTopa. Takon cymeeT
HaBeCTn NopsaLokK!



CobpaTbCa C MbICIIMUN 3a KPY>XKon NnapTa CaHTK He yaanocb. Bckope B ABepb
MocTyYann, n B KabmHeT Bowlen xyaom 6orato ogeThbin CTapuK, ONUPaKLWNACS Ha
pe3HON Nocox YepHoro gepesa. NamMATb MapaHa No3Boana NOHATL, YTO Nepes HUM
rslaBa TOProBon rMabann dNmMaHnapa, 3aHMMaBLLUWMN A0/HKHOCTb KaHLJ/lepa 4o nopaa
ap Taopa.

- Bawe BennyecTBo! - HN3KO MOKJIOHUACSA CTapuK. - MHe coobLwman, 4To Bbl XOTUTE
MeHS BUOETb.

- 3apaBCcTBYNTE, rocnoanH Patexu, - Bctan CaHTu. - NpoxoanTte, caguTecb. XoTuTe
napta?

- He 0TKa)xyCb, - NOYTN HE3aMeTHO yNblbHYyNCs TOT. MpuUsaTHO, Koraa K Tebe xopoLlo
OTHOCMTCS CaM uMnepaTop.

- botocb, MHe NpmnaeTcsa NPoOCUTbL BaC CHOBa B34Tb Ha cebsa oby3y - cTaTb
KaHunepoM, - CaHTK, HaNMB CTapuKy NapTa, cpa3y B3sa bbika 3a pora. - Jlopa ap
Taop He cnpaBuICS B KPUTUYHECKON CUTYaLUN.

- Ox, Bawe Benn4eCcTBO... - TAXKeN1I0 B3AO0XHYJ1 rocnoguH Patexn. - MHe no4dTwn
BOCEMbAOECAT NeT...

- Ho 6onblle HeKOMY, a CTpaHa Ha rpaHu pa3Bana.

- Hy>XeH KTO-HMbyab MOIOXKE N pewnTesibHeE MEHS, - OTpULaTesIbHO NOKa4vas
royoBoN cTapuk. - Mory npennoxunTb MOero cpegHero cbiHa. He toHowa, COpok
BOCEMb J1eT, Kyrew U X03ACTBEHHUK OT 6ora, MHe 1 B r0J1I0BY HE NMPUXOANAIN MHOrune
XoA4bl, UM NpnayMaHHble. PoxxaeH ans 6onblwinx gesn, B TOproeje eMmy TecHo. He
nogymanTe, 4TO A XO4y CbIHY TenJsioe MecTe4yko obecneyunTb, 3Hato, 4TO 3TO 3a afAcKas
paboTa - KaHusepoM bbITb. ECiM No-HacTosAweMy, KoHe4YHO. Ho PuoH cnpaBuTcs,
M3BOPOT/IMBOCTU N CMEKAJIKWU €My He 3aHUMaTb, la U ONbiTa TOXe.

- MapaH poBepss BaleMy MHEHWIO, Bbl €ro HMU pa3y He NoaBoAUnN, - HEFPOMKO
ckaszan CaHTu. - Nocnenyto ero npumepy. Ho cnpawmeaTb CTaHy CcTporo. 'ae nckaTb
BalLlero CcbiHa?



- B KOHTOpe KoMnaHun «PaTexn-mnagwmm u celHOBbA», BTOopasa 3eneHas ynnua, 7.
9T0 B panoHe LapagaH.

CKOMOPOX 3HaJs Ternepb CTONMLY KakK CBOW MATb MajbueB, NoToMy 6e3 Tpyna
BCMOMHMA Ha3BaHHYo yauuy. Co3aas noptasn ObiCTPbIM 3aKJNHAHUEM, OH CYHYJ B
KOLLEeNb perajnm KaHunepa n rnokasan Ha TyMaHHYy AbIMKY rocnogunHy PaTtexu. ToT ¢
JOCTOMHCTBOM npocsienoBan Tyaa. CaHTU CTynua CneloM 1 oKa3aJsics nepen
60/1bLLUNM MATUITAXKHBIM JOMOM, YKpalleHHbIM BbIBECKOW TOProBOM KOMMNaHun. Bokpyr
CHOBaJI0 MHOXXeCTBO stogen. Of4HaKO BCKOPE KTO-TO 3aMeTWU MpayvHyto urypy B
naaLle C KantowoHOoM, 1 no Tosine nobe)xasn onacamBbIN WeNoTokK: «MMnepaTop!
FnsguTe, cam uMmnepaTop!»

- [Npowy Bac, Bawe Benn4yecTtso! - NMOKNOHUCA CTapukK, MOKa3aB Ha BX0[, BO3e
KOTOPOro 3aMepsin ABOe N3YMJIEHHbIX 0O OHEMEHUA OXPAaHHUKOB.

CaHTw BOLwes, NOCMEenBasiCb Mo KantLWoHOM Hag NOTPSACEHHbIMU nLaMm
COTPYAHUKOB KOMMNaHUW, YBUOEBLLUNX HEOOBLIYHOIMO NoceTuTens. A KpyrnHas KOMNaHusg,
He 04Ha COTHS YeNoBeK 34eCb CNYXUT. UATK ganeko He Npunocb, KabnHeTt
B/agesibLia pacrnosiarasacsa Ha NepBoM 3Ta)ke. 3agep>XaTb MMNepaTopa HUKTO He
ocMmenunncs, Tem bosiee 4TO ero conpoBoXaas oTew Xo3s8MHa. B kabuHeTe CaHTK
MOHPaBUJIOCb - HUKaKoM pockowu, cyrybo nenosas o6cTtaHoBKa. Bowegwmnx BCTpeTun
cpenHunx neTt NOATAHYTbIN YenoBek. JIbicoBaThIN, C HEGONbLLION TeMHON 6BOpOaKON, OH
nPon3BoaAnA CTPaHHOE BreYyaTieHne. EMy XoTenocb 4OBEPUTLCHA, HO OQHOBPEMEHHO
Ka3a/10Cb, 4TO B AylUe TOProsLa ropuT OroHb HEeya0B/eTBOPEHHOCTU. [la)Ke no
rnepBoMy BrneYyaTsaeHunto 6b110 MOHATHO, YTO 3TOT YesloBeK cnocobeH Ha MHoroe.

- Bawe BennyecTtBo! - HU3KO MOKJIOHWUJICA X03ANH KabnHeTa. - Bbl OKa3biBaeTe Halwlen
KOMMNaHUN OrPOMHYI0 YeCTb CBOUM BU3UTOM!

- Nobpbin aeHb! - KnBHyn CaHTu. - A K BaM No geny, rocnogunH Patexu.

- Pag cny>XuTb BaM, - CHOBa MOKJIOHWJICA TOT.

- On, ocTaBbTe LEepeMOHUN, - OTMaxXHYJICA nMnepaTop. - MHe pekomeHJoBaNn Bac,
KaK OMbITHOrO0 XO3NCTBEHHMKA, CNOCOBOHOIro CrpaBUTbCA C yrpaBieHNEM KPYNHOM
KOMMaHuewn, Haxo4AaLWwencsa B Kpusnce. 1o Tak?



- HapercCb, 4TO TaK... - HEYyBEepeHHO KMBHYJ ToproseLl,. YTo nmeet B BUAYy Ero
BeNIM4eCcTBO?

- BOT s 1 peLlunn NpurnacuTb Bac 3aHATLCS yNpaBaeHNeM caMoi KPYNMHOW KOMMNaHnewn
Mupa.

- DTO KaKow Xe? - nsymusaca Patexn-mnagmnn.

- Mmnepuen! - xoxoTHyn CaHTW. - Npegnarato BamMm LOJIKHOCTb MMMEPCKOro
KaHusepa.

- Ho... - BbITAHYNOCb MU0 TOProBLa, OH HeEBepsiLLe CMOTpen Ha Ero BennyecTso. -
q...

- Cornawancs, CbIHOK, - MOCOBETOBAJ M3-3a CMUHbI MMMepaTopa oTew,. - 3a TBOUMU
KOMMNaHUAMW NpUrasgmm, He 6pocmM Ha NPoun3Boa cyabbbl. Tbl BCEM HaM MOMOXKELLb,
ecnn cyMeellb Nopsaok HaBecTu. Cam 3Haellb, YTO AeslaeTcs.

- 3Hal0... - B3AOXHYN PaTexu-mnagwmin, B ero riaasax NnocTeneHHo pasropascsa OroHek
asapTa. - Pa3 Tak, cornaceH, Bawe sennyectso! [laBHo...

OH 3amonyasn, obopBaB ceba Ha nonycnose.

- Y710 - «AaBHO»? - MOUHTEPECOBAICS UMMepaTop.

- [laBHO XOTeN Koe-Kakue 3alyMKu onpoboBaTh.

- BoT n onpobynTte. [lato BaM MoaHbIN KapT-6naHwWw. JencrteymTe. Ho 3a pe3synabTaT
cnpouwy cTtporo, y4tute. CTpaHa Ha rnopore rosioga, B ropofa rnepectasio NocTynaTb
NnpoaoBOJILCTBUE, Y apMUN HELOCTATOYHO (pyparka. [la 4YTO A roBOpPIO, Bbl HE XYyXKe
MeHS NoOHMMaeTe CUTyauuto.

- lymato, NoHMMalo, - pe3K0 KNBHY Toproeel,. - Ho Kak 6bITb C COBCTBEHHOCTbIO
NIOpA0B Ha 3eM? 3emseBnagenblbl Jlobble MOM cepbe3Hble HaYMHAHNA TOPMO3UTh
CTAHYT, CJIMLLIKOM OHU UM HEBbITOJHbI.



- Pelwum BoMpoc... - B rosioce uMnepaTopa Ciblllasiack Becesas 3/10CTb. - Hemasno
apUCTOKPATOB NUCMAYKaHO y4acTueM B 3arosope. MNpuLLIo BpeMs HEMHOI0O UX
noTecHUTb. Eule ogHo. Mpolly Bac nogyMaTb O NOCTPOMKE OPYXKEeNHbIX MaHydaKTyp.
Bckope apMusa Ha4yHeT NepeBoOpPY»XKATbCs, OPY>XKUS NOHaA0bUTCA 04eHb MHOro.
roBopto 06 aBTOMaTax 3aroBOPLLVKOB.

- Ho y Hac Begb ocTasiacb eBa I TPETb OT MPEXHEN TEPPUTOPUN... - NPULLYPUICSA
PaTexn-mnagwiunn.

- HeHaponro, - 3aBepwusn ero nMmnepaTtop. - CKOpo BCe BepHeTCs Ha Kpyru ceos. U
KapBeHCKada CBOJIOYb MOXKaJieeT, 4To nonesna. d HM4ero npowatb CBATOWAM He
HaMmepeH. Ha cen pas3 nmnepusa pasgasmnt KapBeH OKOHYaTeNlbHO. XBaTUT!

- OYyeHb paf CablWwaTb, - WWPOKO YibIOHYCA TOproBeu,.

- B Takom cnyyae, He byaem TepsaTb BpeMeHu. MiIMeHeM dnmnaHckon nmnepumn! PUoH
PaTtexn-mnagwmnin! F0TOBbI /N Bbl MPUHATL perajum MMNepckoro KaHuaepa?

- ['oToB, Bawe Benn4yecTtso! - onycTnaca Ha o4HO KOJIEHO TOT.

- KnaHeTecCb /1M Bbl YECTHO UCMNOJIHATb BO3J/IOXXKEHHbIW Ha Bac 0onr? KnaHeTtecb /n Bbl
NPUNNOXNTb BCe€ CBOWN CUJIbl, 3HaHUA N YMeHNA pain npouBeTaHnA pO,EI,VIHbI?

- KnaHycs!

- Oa 6ypneTt Tak! - BbITAHYN Briepeq »Xe3n KaHusepa CaHTw.

BOKpYr »e3/1a NoABUJI0Ch XXeNToBaToe CBe4YeHne, OHO NMOCTENEeHHO CBETJ/IeNo, NoKa He
CcTafno 6enbiM. 3aTeM OKyTasio pUrypy Toprosua. I3 HNOTKYAa NPO3BYY4al0 HECKOLKO
3BYYHbIX aKKOPA0B, NOJIbIXHYJ/1a MOJIHUS, U BCE 3aKOHYUIIOCh.

- [Mo3apasndaio, rocnogunH KaHunep! - ckasan nMmnepaTop, Bpy4asa Xxesn. - BoT
bonblwas rocygapcTBeHHas nevaTb. lNMpowy, He Tepsas BpeMeHU, 3aHATLCA Ae/I0M,
HeobXxoaAMMO KaK MOXXHO BbicTpee BO30OHOBUTbL MOCTaBKM NPOOOBONbCTBUA. ELle pa3
MOBTOPSAIO - Bbl UMeeTe HeorpaHn4eHHble NoJIHOMO4YKns!

- Coenato, Bawe BennyecTtBo! - HU3KO NOKJIOHWJICA TOprosey,.



O6roBOpMB C KaHLJIEPOM ellle HECKOJIbKO BaXKHbIX BOMpocoB, CaHTX NONpoLascs.
C/IMLIKOM MHOIO eMy NpeacTossio caenaTb cerofHs. FnaBa TOpProBon rusibaAnm c
CbIHOM MOCJIEe NCYE3HOBEHMS €ro BesiMyecTBa B nopTasie 4oJiro cuaenm monda. CTapumk
CMOTpPEen B rfla3a U3yMJIEHHOMY CBOUM HEOXXMAAHHbLIM B371eTOM ProHY 1 obogpstoLle
ynblbancs. TOT Ha CeKyHAy onycTun Beku, obellan oTuy caenaTb BCE, YTO TONbLKO B
ero cmnax.

NMnepaTop BUXpeM npoHeccs no cTpaHe, Koe-Koro Boo4yLIEeBnNB, a KOe-KOro v
Hanyras 40 UKOTbI. [1ByX BbICOKOMOCTaBJIEHHbIX BOPOB U3 VMIHapa OH nonmMan Ha MecTe
npecTynjieHNsa - BbIBO3UJIN B CBOU NMOMeCTbs NpegHa3sHadyeHHoe /19 apMuin
npoaoBONAbCTBME - N 6e3 NpomMeasieHNs OTNPaBUA Ha Naaxy. TakuX xaneTb HeNb3s,
BCE U3rafasaT U YHUYTOXAT, ecnun He ycneamwb. Nomumo Toro CaHTm nobbiBan Ha
ceBepe, B Baptugape n dpunHaape, nmy4Ho noobewlaB MacTepaM-HacTaBHMKaM MOMOLLb
He Mo3>kKe 3aBTpalHero AH4. Te cpasy 0XXMUBUJINCL - CUJ1 MOYTU HEe 0CTaNl0Ch.
3aroBopLUMNKN NOCTOAHHO NMOABOAUIN HOBbIE BONCKA U3 LLeHTpa CTpaHbl, rae
BblCaANI0OCb HECKOJIbKO KAapPBEHCKNX NaslagUHCKUX KOPMNYCOB, N NMpoaosxanu
aTakoBaTb. IMnepaTop Oake HaBeCTW/1 OCaKAeHHble ropoaa MaHxeHa, 3aBepuB
KOMaHAWPOB rapHMU30HOB, YTO MM OCTasIoCb XAaTb coBCeM Henosiro. OH 1 B caMOM
hene rotosus cBATOoWaM copnpu3. Hanonro 3anoMHAT!

BepHyBLIXCE B dnuaHaap, CaHTU peLwlmns HEMHOro nepefoxHyTh. Beiwen 3 noptana B
be3noaHON NOABOPOTHE N CHAM KamoLWwoH. BCckope Ha 04HOM U3 TOProBbIX
NPOCNEKTOB dIMaHaapa MOXXHO BbI/10 3aMeTUTb YibibatoWwerocs IHOLWY C PbXKUMU
Kyp4aBbiM/ BOJIOCAMN N BECHYLIYATON (hu3noHoMMeNn. OH LWen N HAaCBUCTbIBAJ1 KaKyto-
TO He3aTenInBy Mesioaunto.

B ronose Tonnuancb 06pbiBKM Mbicnen. CaHTM 1 CaM He 3HaJl, KTO U 4TO OH cenyac.
Mo KpanHen Mepe, He NpeXXHUN 6e30TBETCTBEHHbIN MasibuyuliKa. CANWKOM MHOMo
3HAHWI N TOPLKOro onbiTa Nepefan eMy MapaH, ymmnpasd. la n ot Pagy>xHoro

[ pakoHa Koe-4TOo O0CTasNloChb, He BCe 3abbiNoChk Nocne pa3neneHums.

MHoro o 4em Hago 6b1s10 NogymMaTh. B nepByto o4epenb Heobxoanmo HanTm cebe
3aHATUE N5 0O6bIYHOM XKU3HU, KOra OH He BbICTYMaeT B posin uMmnepaTtopa. MNMpexHuin
OblN1 FOPLWIEYHNKOM, peaKnUM MacTepom no gapcopy. A oH? A OH - CKOMOPOX!
HecmoTpsa HM 4TO, ckomopox. LWyT. Masy. N HUKeM nHbiM He byaeT. [1a u MOXKHO nun
HaUTW Nydllee npukpbiTne? Bpaa nu. Tpynny XOpoLyto TOJIbKO NMoAblCKaTb HAafo0, 4TO
haJsieko He Tak NpocCTo.



Kynue y yJIM4HOro pa3HOCHMKaA ropadmm nupor ¢ Msacom, CaHTU C HacnaxaeHnem
BOH3WU B Hero 3ybsbl. NMporonogancsa! Cben, HO 0AHOro NMpPOra oka3asioCb Maso,
300pOBbIN XXenyaok Tpebosan ewe. Hanga nobnnsocTtn HebonbLWOW TPAKTUP,
CKOMOPOX 3alen un 3aka3an cebe nnoTHbIN 0ben. OTCYyTCTBME MOCTABOK
NMPOAOBONLCTBMA CPa3y CKa3aJloCb Ha LleHaX - coapanun B noaTopa pasa 6bonblue, 4yem
06bI4YHO. PbKUI 3an1aTul, HE TOPrysachb, A€HbIM ero He BOJIHOBAIM, OHU NOSABAAINCH
B KapMaHax umnepaTopa no mepe HeobxoaMMoCcTu. HaCbITUBLLINCL, OH OTKUHYJICA Ha
CMUHKY yA06HOro cTysa 1 NPUHSANCA He crewa uegnTb 3/1b, HE3aMeTHO NogMeHUB
TPaKTUPHOE Monso 31em 13 3amka lNpuspakos. NMocne Hero nobon apyron Kasancs
OCJINHOW MOYOW.

OH BCNYLLUMBAJICA B Pa3roBOpbl FOPOXKaH, MHTEPECHO Belb, YTO AYMAlOT NPOCThie
NN 0 nocsegHux cobbiTusax. Cnyxu o NosiBAEHUM HOBOIO MMMepaTopa KaTUJNCk no
cTonuue, obpagoBaB MHOMMX 3/IMAHLEB, HAAESABLLUNXCS, YTO BCKOPE BCE BEPHETCS Ha
KpYyru cBosi, 4To Ero BenmyecTtBo cnpaBuTcs ¢ TBopswwmmcs 6e3obpasnemM. Ho 6b1im
COMHeBatwLnecs, kak 6e3 Hux. CaHTu efBa caep>kas CMex, cayllast MpayHble
NpPOpOYeCcTBa YyMa3oro yrjaexora, CMAeBLUEro 3a CoOCeHNM CTOJIOM.

BHMMaHMe npuBneka rpynrna pa3HOMacTHO O4ETbIX JIIDAEN, OCTOPOXXHO BOLLIEALNX B
TpakTup. Ka3anocb, OHM XAanu, 4TO UX Cpa3y NOroHAT npoyb. Cyas no noBagke,
ckoMopoxu. CBou. TOYHO, KOe-KTO HecC ¢ cobon umpkoson pekBusnT. Ckopee BcCero,
obHMLWaBLWag Tpynna, ToNbKO ceroaHsa gobpasLuasaca Mopem 40 CToAuubl. Bo3rnasnsan
LMpKavenm orpoMHOro pocTa Yyenosek. HaBepHoe, ero Tak 1 HasbiBaJiM BO BpeMs
BbICTYMNJIEHNIN - YenoBeK-ropa. N 4emM-To oH 6bia1 3HAKOM. PbKKM HaxMypuncs,
MbiTassCb BCMOMHUTb, @ BCMOMHUB, Pacn/blJICS B LUMPOKON yrbibke. EMy 6bi10 MeHbLUEe
necsaTun neT, Korga Tpynna banaypa [onro BeiCTynasa BMecTe C Apyron - Tpynnon
O>xako bonbworo, ctaporo npuatens otua CaHTn - Buna dpxu. Oxako 6bin
PEeoKOCTHbLIM CU1A4YOM, XXOHI IMPOBAJ FMPSAMUN, KOTOPbIe 0ObIYHbIM YENOBEK N NOAHATb-
TO He mor. OH Toxe xoTen 3abpaTb ManbynWwKy K cebe, HO bangyp He cornacuics,
CKa3aB, 4TO Aaj1 CZI0BO yMUpPaAKLWEN XeHLWMHe No3aboTuTbCa o0 ee pebeHke.

MooxBaTuB CBOK KPYXKY, CaHTW HanpaBuacs K 06,11060BaHHOMY CKOMOPOXaMu
6onblomy ctony. Nogonas, oH 3af0pPHO yNbIGHYNCS.

- Tebe yero, NapeHb? - XMypo CNPOCU YeJsIoBEK-ropa.

- Bbl MeHs He y3Hann, aansa O)xako? - Becesno B3aepHyn 6posb CaHTW.



- Pekuin, Harnbii, obanaTenbHbIN... - 03aga4eHHO Nockpeb 3aThbIIOK TOT. - Hy
BblIMTbIN Bun. CbiH, 4TO Nn?

- To4yHo! - paccMesnca oHowa. - [NIoMHNTe, Mbl Ha CeBepe BMeCTe BbICTynann? 9y
Banaypa B Tpynne Torga obin.

- MoMHio! - BCTan n obnanun ero [)Kako. - 3apaBcTByn, Manewl. CaHTN, KaXKUCb?

- Ara.

- bBanpyp ToXe B cTonmue?

- He, - noMmoTan ronoson pb>xuin, npuasuras cebe ctyn. - B Tapcugape XuUBET, He
BbICTYNaeT AaBHO, BCe pa3bexxannucb No gpyrum Tpyrnnam.

- AcHo... - nokmBan Ixako. - Xanb, Xopowwunn akpobaT 6bis1. A CaM-TO KTO?

- AKpobaT, XoHrnep n nasu.

- B kakown Tpynne cenyac?

- Moka HK B Kakon, - B3A0xHyN CaHTW.

- A paBan K HaM! - 3aropescs 6b1s10 HenoBek-ropa. - Ham Kak pa3 nasu HOBbIN HYXXEH.
XoTA...

- YT10?

- Y Hac cenyac pa)<e pyproHa HeT, - FPYCTHO B340XHYN cunad. - B 3aBapyxy yroamnm
Hefaneko OT CTOIMUbI, MOYTU BECb PEKBU3NT NOTEPSIN, CaMU efiBa HOrN YHECN.
Yero 3umMon genaTb CTAHEM, yMa He MPUIoXY...

- 3aTo Yy MeHsl QYypProH ecTb, - yAbIbHynca CaHTn. - [lyman ceoto Tpynny cobpaTb, Aa
Mmonop g 6onbHO. MoXxeT, 0bbegnHNMca?



- byny paa... - YAUBJIEHHO MISIHYJ1 Ha Hero [)Kako, Ha Takoe Be3eHMe OH HUKAK He
paccyMTbIBa.

- A peKBU3UT NOAKYMNUTb MOXXHO, HEMHOI0 AeHbXaT UMeeTCH.

- Ja n y Hac Koe-4TO HanmpeTcs, - cornacusics YeJ<I0OBEK-Iopa. - Flpou_|nb||7| CE30H Ha
yaounBJieHne HernJiIioxmm Bblgasics.

- BoT 1 xopoLwo, - CHoBa ynblbHyncss CaHTw.

Ynady cnenoBasio XxBaTaTb 3@ XBOCT cpa3y. Jlyylwe n He npuayMaTb, YHEM B 3HAKOMON
Tpynne oka3aTbCsA. He BCe, KOHEYHO, 3HAaKOMbI, HO 1 OAHOr0 [1)KakKo 3a rjasa xBaTuT.
C oCTasibHbIMM MO3HAKOMUTCA CO BpeMeHeM. Linpkayn Xnnm apy>Ho, nHave
NPOKNATbIM LlepKoBbIO N0OSM HUKAK Hefb3s, N Tak Npoxoay He aatoT. BcnoMHMB o
npoknaTum, CaHTn gan cebe C/10BO MOroBOPUThL C OTLLOM TenapuHOM O CHATUN
aHadeMbl CO CKOMOPOXOB. HO cnepBa HY>XHO B ToWn e LlepkBu nopsaaok HasecTu. OX,
EAVHBIN, CTONIBKO BCEro caenaTb HY>KHO, C/I0B HET. ['Ae TONIbKO BPEMS N CUNbl B3ATb?
OH noexuncs. A aeBaTbCsA HEKyda - umnepaTop. CTUCHM 3ybbl 1 aenan. U HUKOMy He
CMeln NoKa3biBaTb CBoen cniabocTu, Kak bbl nioxo Tebe HU Bbiso.

- 3HaKoMbCH, - nporyaen [I>Kako, NoKasbiBas Ha KPacuUBYO, MUHUATIOPHYIO XXEHLLNHY
C POCKOLUHBIMN YepPHbIMM BOJIOCaMN N B3rNa40M OMNbITHON CTEPBbI. 3e/1IeHble rnasa
B3Mpasin Ha MUP C OEeP3KON HaCcMeLLKOoN, Kak bbl roBops: «BoT oHa 5! Takas, Kak eCTb.
XoTuTe, NpuHUManTe. He xoTuTe - nanTe K rMbipXy NoA XBOCT, MHe 1 6e3 Bac
xopowo». - 3To [lenns, KaHaToxogel v BO34YyLUHbIA akpobaT.

- MpuBeTCTBYIO, CyAapbIHS, - NOKJAOHUACA CaHTW.

- A 3a «CypapblHIO» MOXKHO M MO MOpAe CXJIONOTaTb... - 3aMeTUsa OHa, C YACTO
)KEHCKNM NHTEPECOM OrnaabiBas aT/IeTUYECKyo Urypy rnapHs.

- Tol nobeperncek! - pacxoxoTanca ruraHT. - lenmsa y Hac ceppueenka 3HaTHas,
MHOIMX oxoMyTana.

- [>xako! - Bo3MyTunacb akpobaTtka. - YTo 3a CBUHCTBO?! fl B TBOU NNYHbIE AeNa He
nesy, N Tbl B MOUN He fie3b!



- [la pa3Be 5 f1e3y? - BeCesIo XMbIKHYJ1 TOT. - 9 MapHsa NPOCTO npeaynpexxaato, 4Tobbl
MnoocTopo>xHee ¢ Tobon 6bin.

- 4 cama pa3bepycb, KOMYy CO MHOW NOOCTOPOXKHee BbITb, @ KOMY U HET, - HE4O0BOJIbHO
OypkHyna Lenus. - Tel, Manbln, U3 Tpynnbl banaypa, roeopmwb? 3Hana s ero.

- Ara, - KuBHys CaHTW. - TonbkKo Tpynnbl 6osblie HeT. MHe HeaaBHO MO CayYato
yproH HenaoOXom AOCTanCs, BOT N peLln K BaM NMPUCoeanHUTBLCS, Kak pa3 Ce30H
CKOpoO.

- BovHa... - B3Q0XHYya XeHWMK Ha. - [1o ce30Ha nm Tenepb?

- 3aKOH4YUTCH KOF,EI,a-HI/I6y,EI,b, - OTMaXHYyJ1CA pr)KVIIZ. - [IOHATHO, K CBATOLLAM COBaTbCH
He cJied, Cpa3y Ha KOCTep CrnpoBagAdT.

- Tam nornagmm, - NeCCUMUCTUYHO NoXkasia njedamum enuns.

- A MeHsl PUKOM KNNYYT, - NpeaAcTaBuiICa CUOALWLMN HAaNpPOTUB Xy40N NapeHb. -
JXoHrnep 1.

- KuH n Anbka, - CHoBa 3aroBopu [J>kako, Noka3biBasi HA 0O4€Hb MOX0XXMX APYr Ha
Jipyra oHoLY C AEBYLIKOW, - APECCUPOBLLMKN, akpobaTbl, Hae3aHMKN. Hy, 1 Ha
noaxsaTe. bpaT c cecTpoin, N3 CTapoi LIMPKOBOM CeMbU. A Tenepb roBopto Ansa Bcex!
CaHTW y Hac NasiueM 1 BTOPbIM XXOHTrJiepoM byaerT.

- ®okyCcHUKa bbl HaM elle... - 3a4AYMYNBO CKa3as pbKUN. - [la TONbKO rae X ero
XopoLwlero B3ATb?

- [la, c Tex nop, Kak oT Hac Yays yuwen, Mbl 6e3 hoKyCcHMKA, - B3A0OXHYN [XKaKo. -
MpaB Tbl, MAJI0 TOJIKOBbLIX. KCTaTuW, Hapoa, Ha 6nxanlwen ToproBon NaoWwanmn H
OZHOW TPYNMbl NOoKa HET. MoXeT, BbICTYNUM? XOTb Kakylo AeHbry 3apaboTaem.

- ®akenamm XoHrampyelws? - gesnoBnTo cnpocun CaHTn y Puka.

-Yry.



- [laBan NnokngaemM Co CMeHON pUCyHKa. Kak TeMHEeTb Ha4YHEeT, KpacuBO MOJIYHUTCS.
Hapon4 BU3)XUT OT TaKoro.

- Mbicnb! - cornacmnnca PUK, OKMHYB 3aHTepeCcoBaHHbLIM B3rns40M OOBOJIbLHO
YXMbIJTAKOLLENOCA PbIXKETO.

CKOMOpPOXKM pacniaTUInUCb U BbIWAW Ha yauuy. Ha4ynHano TeMHeTb, HO Ntoaen He
CTaj10 MeHblle, HaobopoT, ToNna bblsla HACTONILKO FYCTON, YTO OHM efBa
MPOopbLIBaZIMCb CKBO3b Hee, CTapasACb He ynycKkaTb APYyr Apyra vu3 Buay. Tak Beab u
noTepsATbCSA HEeAONro. A Kak MOTOM UCKaTb? CTonmua orpomMHast, HanTu Koro-HnMbyab,
eC/In He 3Haelb, rae OH MOXXeT OKa3aTbCHA, HEBO3MOXXHO.

Brniepenn nokasasacb Toprosas rnsowanb. [amM Ha HeW CToAN CTPaLUHbIA, TOProBLbl
nepekpuKkmneanu Apyr apyra, Cnopuam ¢ NoKynaTensamm, nbiTatowmMmmcsa conTb
BCMPbIFrHYBLUME A0 MOTOJIKa UeHbl. B yrny CaHTW 3aMeTna HEBLICOKUW MOMOCT, Ha
KOTOPOM 0ObIYHO BbICTYNas I CKOMOPOXU. MNpaB [>)XaKo, Ha HEM HUKOIro HeT. Pbixui
npebbiBan B NpUATHOM BO3OYy>XAEHUN - AaBHO HEe BbICTYMasl, O4eHb AaBHO. A
XoTenocb. Bcerga xotenocs.

- YBa)KaeMmblli rocnoamnH oduuep, - O)Kako NOKJIOHWUIICSA CTOSLLEMY HEMNoAaNeKky
CTPaXHUKY B CEpOM C cepebpom nalle MMNepaTopCcKon CTPakKn. - Mbl CKOMOPOXMU...

- BoicTynaTtb 6ynete? - nepebun ero ToT. - KCTaTu, 04eHb gake KCTaTu. Hapoay 4em-
TO Nopa3sBJsiedybCd Hafo, a TO TOJIbKO U 3HalOT, YTO APYyr Apyra nyraTtb. byaKy BOH
BUOANLWbL?

- Hda.

- Mogonawn, ynnaTtu cTapocTe 6a3apa ABa TapxXxeMa U BbICTyMan CKOJIbKO BNe3eT.
Hanor - pecatuHa co cbopa. TOMy e CTapoCcTe oTAallb, OH 34€Cb BCIO HOYb.

- bnarogapto Bac, yBakaeMblii! - CHoOBa HMU3KO NOKAOHUACA [>xako. OTnpaBus
OCTaJIbHbIX FOTOBUTbLCS K NpPeACTaB/eHUto, rTmraHT npobpanca K byake n 3annaTun 3a
apeHay.

YBnaes nosABMBLUMXCA HA MOMOCTE CKOMOPOXOB, Noan cbnnuco BOKPYI - HECKOJIbKO
aHen LMNPpKa4din He NoAaABJIAJZINCb Ha 3TOoW Nnowagn. A NocMesaTbCa U Norna3eTb Ha



KaHaToxo[LeB 3eBaku Dbl COBCEM He Mpo4b.

CaHTun € PUKOM, Kak CaMble Maaawme, 6biICTPo HAaTAHY AN Mexay AByMSA cTonbamm
KaHaT anga denuun. 3aTem pacrnakoBasin TIOKU C PEKBM3NTOM. Pb>xnin 03abo4eHHO
rnoKa4da rofloBon - ga y>, y Tpynnbl 1 B CAaMOM [fesie NMoYTU HNYero He oCTasioch.
bnaro, B CToNMLEe eCTb HECKOJIbKO JTaBOK, KOTOpble Aep)xaT A1s cBoux bbiBLuMe
CKOMOPOXN. TaM MOXHO KynnTb BCe Heobxoagumoe. [1a n o pyproHe CToMT NnogymaThb.
MNoobewan, a Ha caMoM fOene ero euwe HeT. Bnpo4yeMm, 3170 He npobnema. [1oCTaToO4YHO
HaBedaTbCA B 6/1M>)KanLLy0 BONCKOBYIO KOHIOLLHIO U pacnopsaanTbCs MOArOTOBUTD.
Jlydlwe BOEHHOro pyproHa HM4yero He Hamaelws. YA06HbIn, 6onbLion,
HernpoMOKaeMbIn, fa U CTEHKWN ABONHbIE, B CaMble X0Jl04a BHYTpuU Tenso byaer.
YeTBepka buToros ToXe noHagobuTcs.

MoHrnepbl 3a)Xrnu akenbl U Havaan nepebpacbiBaTbCA MMU. OrHEHHbIE LLeMOYKN
NPOTSAHYNCL B BO3ayXe oT CaHTW K PuKy. 3puTenu BOCTOP)XXEHHO 3aCBUCTENN U
3ax/Jionann - He Ka)kaas Tpymnna nMmena ABYyX XXOHI/IepoB 1M MOrja no3soanTb cebe
NnoKa3aTb PeAKOCTHOE 3pesnLLe.

I>xkako, Habnogas 3a CbIHOM CTaporo apyra, onobputenbHoO Knuesan. Monogel,
napHuwka! Hactoawmimn ckoMmopox, oT 6ora. Ho 310 6b1s10 faneko He Bce. Korga CaHTu
Havasl CoNIbHOE BbICTYMJIEHNE KaK nasu, r’MraHT eBa He NoMep CO cMexy. A YK 4YTO
TBOPWUOCH CO 3pUTENSAMN - N He cKa3aTb! Jlioan BansaIncb Ha MOCTOBOW, KOJIOTUIN
HOraMu No KaMHsaM, pblgann. Takoro wyTa B dnaHaape ewe He sngann. lenns 4yTb
He ynaJjia C KaHaTa, pacCMesBLWNCb B CaMblil HEMOAXOAAWMNA MOMEHT, U A40JIF0 MOTOM
BO3MYLLEHHO (pblipKaa.

Korpaa BbICTYyMJIeHUE 3aKOHYMI0Ch, B LWAMNKY, C KOTopon obxoann sputenen [Kako,
MOCbINaaNCb MOHETbI. He ToNbKO MeaHble, HO 1 cepebpsiHble, BbISI0 AaXKe HECKOJIbKO
30/10TbIX, YTO N3YMWUJIO FTUFaHTa AOHENb3H - HU pa3y Takoro cbopa He snagen! [la,
PbDKUA NAapHULIKA - LeHHoe npuobpeTerHmne. C TakMM nasuem Tpynna He oCTaHeTCs
be3 Kycka xneba, Kak YHaCTeHbKO C/ly4asioCb, 0COBEeHHO BO BpeMs nyTeLwecTBUn 13
ropoda B ropog. [lepeseHckue 6biam CKyrnoBaThl, Aa U CBALLEHHUKN MOPON Cpasy
BbIFOHAJIN CKOMOPOXOB U3 AEPEBHU, HE XKefasa TeprneTb NMPUCYTCTBUE OTJIYHYEHHbIX OT
LlepkBu. NMocennTbcsa 6bl B CTONMLE, Aa HENb3SA - HN OAHOMY LMpKavy He
pa3pellanocb 3a4epXMBaTbCA B DIMaHJape 00Jblie, YeM Ha Mecsl. 3a 3TUM
BHUMATEsIbHO cnefunnia cTpa)ka, NpoBepss AOKYMEHTbl Tpynnbl exxegHeBHO. CHOBa
LlepkoBb NocTapanacb, byab oHa HenagHa.



NoBeceneBLINE CKOMOPOXW CHAMN TP KOMHaTbl B TPAKTUpe HeENoganeky, 3aTem
noy>xmnHanun. CaHTun, BOCMoOJib30BaBWNCb Hepa3bepnxon, He3aMeTHO oToLleN B
CTOPOHY, HAKUHYJ1 KarnioLOoH N TeNenopTUPOBAJICA B N1aBHYHK CTOIMYHYO BONCKOBYHO
KOHIOLLHIO MeperoBopuUTb C KOHOXaMun. Te, MOTPSACEHHbIE ABJIEHMEM CaMOro
nmnepaTtopa, noobewanm pacctapaTbCa U NOAFOTOBUTL 0CObLIN yproH - wTabHon,
ocdnuepcknn, ocobo yaobHbin 1 Tensbin. JaHHbIe ero BeM4eCTBOM MOHETbI OHU
TPaTUTb HEe cobmpannceb - Kyaa sy4wle npPoCBEPINTb AbIPOYKY, MOBECUTb Ha LUEK - n
OyoeTt TanmnmcMmaH Ha ygavy.

BepHyBLWNXCbL B TPAaKTUP, CKOMOPOX Nier crnaTb. YTPOM NpeacToAa I MOXOPOHbI
MapaHa...

BbiTepes noT co n16a, PnHa nocTtaBuia xneb B neyb, 3akpblsia 3aC/IOHKY N yCTano
onycTunacb Ha N1laBKy. 3a OKHOM C/ibllieH 6bla1 3BOHKUW roJs1I0C MAalen go4yepu -
0eBOYKa 4YTO-TO Hamnesasia, NnoaMeTas ABOP. YXe 1 3a Her BOBCIO MapHWU
yXJ1leCTbIBalOT, CKOPO, HaBepHoe, cBaThl NpuayT. Kpacmeble y HUX C MapHW O04YKMU
YPOLAUNNCH, MHOTMEe Ha HUX 3arnaabiBatoTca. TONIbKO My>Ka, Kak Bcerga, goma Het. U
roe ero, 6poaary sgakoro, HocuT? [1Be Hegenun Hasag ywen yTpom bes
npeaynpexaeHuns, n ¢ Tex nop - HKU Cayxy HM ayxy. MNogasuTca nn ewe Uam CrmHyn
roe-to?

B nocnenHee Bpems BCe BasMIOCh Y PUHLI U3 pyK, nepen ria3amMmm NoCTOSAHHO CTOS10
JINLO TPYCTHO ynblbatowerocs My>xa. Ton HOYbIO OHa NPOCHY/lacb, CaMa He 3Has,
oTYero, 1 ycrnena yBuaeTb BbIXOAsALLEro n3 crnajbHn MapaHa. Mo4yeMy-To NoKa3aoch,
4YTO yLUEes OH He B ABEepb, a B KNYOOK TyMaHa paioM C Hel. XXeHLIWHa BApYr owyTuna
PE3KNI YKON TOCKMW... MoayManochk, 4To BUAUT ero B nocnenHui pas. C Tex nop 3Ta
MbIC/Ib He OaBaJsia PuHe nokosi. OHa Hagesnackb, YTO HUYEro NJOXOro He CAyYnnoch,
HO YyBCTBOBaJla ceba oTBpaTUTESILHO.

Korga nop Bevyep o6bABMIN O CMEPTU MMNEPaTOopa, XXEHLLMHA yC/blwana ToJIbKO
oAHo. Ero umsa. MapaH. Hn pasy 0o cux nop noyemy-to He obpawiasna BHUMaHUSA, 4TO
rnoBennTensa 3/mnaHa 30BYyT TaK Xe, Kak ee bpoasary-my»xxa. Cepgue 3aTpenbixXxanioch,
Ha rsa3ax BbICTynunu cnesbl, PuHa ctonbom 3amepnsa nocpeaun ynmubl. B ronose
HabaToMm cTy4ano: «Heyxxenu ero 6onblie HeT? Hey>xenn nornb?».

[eHb wen 3a gHeM, a OHa NpoaoJKasia BCNOMUHATL CTPAHHOCTK MapaHa, ero
BHe3aMHble NosaABNeHNa N ncHe3HoBeHUsA. HenoHATHbIE OrOBOPKUN, n3peaka



NOSIBNSAIOLLYIOCS B FOJI0CE W rNasax BJAaCTHOCTb, KOTOpPas COBCEM He NpucTana
MPOCTOMY FOPLUEYHUKY. DTO YTO XKe MoJsly4aeTCs, OHa XXWJa C umnepaTopoM? [la HeT,
He MOXXeT 3Toro 6bITb, CJIMWIKOM 3TO, Aaxke Ass Hero. Nopon BO3HMKaNA MbIC/b, 4TO
MapaH BOBCe He TOT, KEM XO04YeT Ka3aTbCs, HO PuHa cTapaTenbHO rHajia ee npoyb. U
Tak 3a60T xBaTaeT, 4TOObI elle 0 BCAKUX FNynocTAX AyMaTb.

Eonnbin CosgaTtens! XoTb Obl Bce obownock! XoTb 66l BCKOpE CHOBa CKPUMHYa
ABepb, U Ha Nopore NOSABUICA OH, NPOMbIIEHHbIA, YCTasbll U TAKOW POAHOW. PnHa
TUXO0 BCXJINMHYJA, 3aTeM 3acTaBuna cebs BctaTb. Xneb CKopo rnocneeT, He ycnegnllb
- yrosbs nony4yatcsa. OHa genana HeobxoammMoe, HO Kak-TO aBTOMAaTUYECKU, HNYero
He xoTenocbk. ['ybbl NpoAoIKann HeCbIWHO WwenTaTh: «MapHu... [oe xe Tobl, bpoaara
Hec4YacTHbIn?.. [ne Tebsa HoCnT, AypeHb cTapblin? Cuaen Obl AOMaA, Kak BCe
HOpMaJibHble NN B TBOEM BOo3pacTe...»

Hocsilmecs noscoly HEYyroMOHHbIE MalbYULLKN MePBbIMA 3aMeTUN
NpnbanxatoLlyrcs K ropoay npoueccuto. OHU yONBNEHHO NEPErsiHyINCh, He
NoHMMas, KTo 6bl 3TO Mor ObITh, a 3aTeM nobe)xann HaBCcTpeyy. YBUAEB CneayoLlyto
BO r1aBe MpoLeccumn MpadHyto urypy B TEMHO-CEPOM MJiallie C KantoLwoHOM 1
TYMaHOM BMECTO JINLia, MaJib4ULLKW NOTPSCEHHO 3aMepsin. Takoro ropoauviuko LWagH
euwle He Buaen. Mmnepatop! Cam CTpaALLHbLIA KONAYH C KAKON-TO CTATU MOCETU HUYEM
He NpuMeYaTeNbHOe ceneHne peMecsIieHHUKOB. Bckope npoueccuto yeunaenm
B3pOC/IblE N Ha4Yann BbIXOAUTbL Ha yauuy, bpocasa Bce cBon aena.

3a nmnepaTopom cnefoBann ABeHajuaTb 3/1bAAPOB. A 32 HAMU OBYMSA psagaMun LUK
LWeCcTb MacTepoB-HacTaBHUKOB 6oeBoro bpatcTBa Npu BCeX peraansax, Hecylime Ha
naedyax oTKpbITbIN FPob. ToONLKO Tenepb A0 N04eN HavYaNo A4OX0OUTb, YTO
nponcxoaunT. NNoxopoHbl! [TOXOpPOHbLI NpeXHero nMmnepaTopa.

[opo>KaHe oLwesIoMJIeHHO 3arynenun, nepernsanbiBasicb. Kaxxabln XXntesb 3nnaHa
3Ha, 4TO nMnepaTopa 0bbIYHO XOPOHAT B €ro pogHOM ropoe Uin fepeBHe.
Hey>xenu Ero sennyectso 6bis1 poaom mn3 lWagHa? Jlioan nnxopafoyHo NpunoMmuHanm
BCcex MapaHoB, Korga-nmbo xuBwmnx 3gecb. Ha AaHHbLIN MOMEHT TaKUX HALWI0OCb BCEro
Tpoe. MapaH-ropweydHunk, MapaH-ky3Heu n MapaH-TPpakKTUPLWKUK. KTO U3 HUX?

NoxopoHHasa npoueccus bbila orpomMHa, ThiCAYM Ngen wnm 3a rpobom nmnepaTtopa.
BrnpoyeMm, He Tonbko noaen. Xutenn WaagHa snaenm Takxxe MHOXXeCTBO OPKOB U
ha>ke HeCcKoNbKux anbos. HaBepHoe, 3/1bhoB - y KOro elie Mmornm bbiTe Takne
KpacuBble nnua, MMHAaNeBuaHble bonbline rna3a n NOABMXKHBbIE YN C OCTPbIMU
KOH4YMKaMun? BCckope ropokaHe noHsAAu, 4To Ero sBennyecTso BeeT NpoLeccuio K



nomMy MapaHa-ropweydHuka. Ja n 1o, Ky3Hewl, C TPaKTUPLLMKOM CTOS/IN B TOJINE, N C
N3yMsieHnemM cMmoTpenm Ha rpob. Mx cocen, bpoasra n secenbyak MapHu -
nmnepaTtop?! a Kak e 370, ntoan aobpbie?! 310 4To Xe Ha benom ceeTe-To
nenaetcH...

PvHa Kak pa3 BblHyMa x/1eb 13 neyn, korga B 4oM BfeTena nepenyraHHas Anmka.

- Mam! - 0T4aAHHO BCKPUKHYJ/1a OHa. - TaM...

- Y107?! - BCTpeneHyacb XXeHLnHa.

- Tam nany NnpuHecnun... - 3anjakasa AeByllKa, Nagas Ha JlaBKy.

MoBEPHYBLUMCH K OBEPU, XKEHLLMHA, KaK COMHaMbyna, OBUHYAChb K BbIXO4y.
MpunHecnn? PaHeHbIN? Nnn?..

Bbinas BO ABOpP, OHa pacTepsiHHO 3aMepJsa, yBuaeB nepen cobon 4yenoBeka B
TYMaHHOW MacKe, He Cpa3y MOHSB, KTO OH. 3@ ero CNMHOW CTOSN 3/1bAapbl B CEPO-
cepebpuncTbiX Naawax.

- F'ocnoxa! - nmnepaTop BbICTYNWUA BNepen U HN3KO, YBa>KUTesIbHO NoKoHuCA. - C
npuckopbuem coobuiato Bam, 4TO Baw My, Ero nmnepaTtopckoe Bennyectso MapaH
V, MepTB.

Y10 OH roBopuT? Kakoe Benn4yecTBo? Kakoe oTHoWeHNe nmeeT ee MapHu K
nmnepaTtopy? EanHebin CozgaTtens, cnacu n nomunyin! Het. HeBo3moxxHo. HeT!

PvHa nowaTHynack. [1Ba HENOHATHO OTKY4a B3SBLUMXCA MOJIOObIX Yesl0oBEKa

noafdep Xanu ee nog pyku, He gasas ynacTb. 3aTeM nogsenn K rpoby. Hecyuime ero
MacTepa-HaCcTaBHUKWN OMYCTUNCL Ha KOMEHN, YTOObI XXeHLWMHa Morsia yBnaeTb Teno.
OHa Menknmu waramm npnbnmnisnnace, BCe eLle He Beps, BCe elle HafesChb, 4TO 3TO
HernpaBAa, 4TO 3TO KakKasa-To rnynas owmnbka. Tosibko He MapHW... TONIbKO He OH!
OnOHako, yBMUAEB NOKOWMHOI0, Cpa3y NOHANA - HET, He owmnbka. OH. MepTBbIN. 3a 4TO,
Co3pgaTenb?! PHa NPOTSHYIa APOXKALLYO PYKY U OCTOPOXXHO KOCHYJ1aCb XOJ104HON
Lwekn My>xa. Ero 6onblie HeT... He BongeT 6onblie B OM, HE 3aCMeeTCs, He obHMMeT
n He nouenyeT. OHa NOTepPsAHHO CMOTpeEesia Ha 3acTbiBLIee NMuo MapaHa, 3aTeMm
3amMeTunna 30710Ton 0bpyyd KOpOoHbI Ha ceabix Bosocax. Ceabix? Ho Beab oH, Korga



yxogun, He 6bln ceabiM...

- YT0 )Ke Tbl Mepexxua rnepes CMeEPTbIO, POAHON MON, YTO Noceaen? - NpoLlenTanm
HernocnyLHble rybbl.

- lep>Xncb, MaM... - MOJIOXKNN €N KTO-TO PYKY Ha nsievyo. OHa obepHynacb 1 ynana B
06bATNSA CbIHA.

Cnesbl, HAKOHeLU, NpopBaanNCb, U PUHa rnyxo 3asbisia. Ee He nHTepecoBaso, 4To MapaH
- unmnepaTop. Ero 6onblie HeT, N HEBa)XKHO, KeM OH Bbis1. bbin. CTpallHoe CNoBo,
ropbkoe n 6esHagexHoe. OToOpBaBLUNCL OT CbiHA, XXEHLIWHAa CHOBa nogowJa K rpoby.
MNornagnna pyky myxa. Ero 6onbline, Tpynontobusbie, 3HaKOMble [0 NOC/eAHEro
wpamMmnka pyku. Takme pogHole. I mepTBble. PHa HakNoOHWNAaChk U nowesosasna
xonoaHbin nob MapaHa. Cne3bl TEKAU U3 rNa3, He AaBas BUAETb, HO OHa MoJlYana -
OblxaHue nepexsaTumno. CblH HE OTXO4W/1 OT MaTepw, NoanepXxnBas ee.

X0oTa eMy caMOMY O4eHb X0TeNnocb Nnakatb, UTop ns WapgHa, Tenepb NTop ap MapaH,
NEeNTEHaHT 3/IMTHOro reapAenckoro nonka «Cepsble lMNcbi», aep>xan ceba B pykax.
Mamy yTewunTb Hago. 3TUM yTpoM ero pa3byannm oo nogbemMa n npukasasam CPoYHO
ABUTbLCA K MOJIKOBHUKY. TaM MOJ1I040r0 YenoBeKa XAaaja 3/baap, coobumswmnm o
CMepTun oTua. M1 0 ToM, 4TO OH CaM Tenepb HEHACNeAHbIN NPUHL, TakK Kak ero oTtey,
Obl1 MNepaTopoM. Peilapb NpecToia yBes OHEMEBLLEro OT Takux n3sectmn Mtopa B
TYMaHHYI0 ObIMKY MopTaJa, 1 OH OKa3aJica B 3aJe, rae wJio npowaHune ¢ MapaHom V.
ToNbKO YBUAEB NMLO NexXallero B rpoby 4yenoseka, ieMTEHAHT NOBEPUI, 4TO eMY
ckasanum npasay. CKoJIbKO pa3 pyrascs c oTuom, Tpebys, 4Tobbl TOT nepecTtan
bpoas>KHMU4YaTb, OCTaBasiCa C MaTepblo, a OHO, BOH, B 4eM geno. He mor oH. fonr. ToT
OO, YTO NMpPEeBbILLE XXU3HW.

KTo-TO cKa3asi Moa1o40oMYy opmLEepy, 4TO C 3TOr0 MOMEHTa eMy NMPUHaLNIEXNT KaKoun-
TO TaM 3aMOK C YyroabsiMu, HO 3TO MPOLLJIO MUMO CO3HaHUA. 1o Toro nn? Cambln
poaHon 4YenoBek B mupe norunb. Ero ybmnnm kakmne-to csosoun. N Tenepb nepen
NTopOM HET MHOro NyTn, KPpOMe Kak CTaTb FOPHbIM MacTepPOM U CJIIY>XUTb poanHe
BMeCTO OoTua. Kak CMOXeT.

PuHa npoposiKana rnaanTb Pykn Myxa. Cepaue pBasioCb U3 rpyam nNpoyb n
HecTepnnmo 6oneno. A NOTOM BAPYr NMOKa3anoCb, YTO KTO-TO C Hebec nackoso
ynbIOHYICA 1 No3Ban ee.



- 4 cnbiwy, MapHu... - NpowenTana XeHwuHa. - 4 ngy K tebe. He yxoam, nonoxxam
MEeH4A TaM...

OHa Cc Tpy4oM BCTasla C KOJ1IeH, nMoaoLusia K CbiHy, obHANa ero u wernHyna.:

- Mo3aboTbCs 0 cecTpax. XopoLwo, Manbiw?

- KoHe4yHo, MaM. A...

OH He ycnen ooroBopuTb. PHa Kak-To CTpaHHO, rOPbKO ynblibHYynacb, NogHANA NLO
K Heby 1 egBa C/bILWLIHO CKa3ana:

- 4 nay K Tebe, MapHu!

N pyxHyna HaB3HWYbL. ITOp C MMNepaToOpPOM KNUHYNCh K HEW, CTONIKHYBLUNCE Nbamn.
CrnycTa HeCKoJIbKko MUHYT Ero BesninyecTtso MensieHHoO BCTan. HeMHoro nomonyan u
rnyxo 6pocun:

- MepTBa.

- MaMo4Ka... - pacTepsaHHO nponenetan NTop, CTOA Ha KONeHAX Had TenoM PUHbI. -
Mamouka! a Kak »xe 3710?! 1a 3a 4To, EanHbIn?! Ee-to 3a 4T107?!

- OHa ywna K TBOEMY OTLY, - NOJIOXKWJT eMYy PYKY Ha njaevyo nMmnepaTop. - OHa
canwkom ero nobuna, He cMorna octaTbCAa 34eckb 6e3 Hero... [lepXXncb, NapeHsb,
Tenepb ceMbs Ha Tebe.

JlenTeHaHT He Cabllan ero, oH pblaasn, Lenysa MOPWUHNCTYIO PYKY MepTBON MaTepu.
BoT Tak 3a 04WH AeHb OCTasICA KPYr/biM CMPOTON. MaMa, 4TO e Tbl Hagenana?! Kak
XKe 3TO Thbl?

- Mama! - oTYasiHHbI KPUK MAafLwen cecTpbl 3acTaBun MITopa BcTpeneHyTbcs. OH
ellBa ycren noaxsaTuTb ANNKY, KUHYBLUYOCS K PuHe.

[eByliKa pBasacb U3 pyk bpaTta u kpmndana. CaHTM Mosi4a CTOSJ, CKaB KyJlaku, eMy
He no cebe 6b110 OT 3TOro 3axnebbiBatoWEerocs, NPepbIBUCTOro Kpnka. Hu4em Beab He
nomoxxewb. Bca cnna nmnepaTopa 6bina cenyvac 6ecnonesHa, Kak HU FrOPbKO 3TO



co3HaBaTb. OH NpPOCTO CTOA/, faBasd neTsaMm MapaHa BbinaakaTb CcBoe rope. [a,
MOXOPOHbI 6yayT ABOMHLIMU... HNKak He ayman. MMoMHMUA, HAaCKONbLKO Ntobnna Mmyxxa
PyHa, HO HE MOHMMaJ, YTO OHa MOXET BOT TaK ynTu. Hago 661210 0OCTOpOXXHEE.
MpuHecnun rpob 6e3 npeaynpexaeHmsa - n Ha Tebe. YTo Tenepb genaTtb? A HUYero.
Hu4yero 3pech He coenaeulsb.

iIMnepaTop BbiWeN CO ABOpa M OrNsAeN 3aMepLUyio HEBAAJIEKE TOJIMNY FOpPOXKaH.
MHOrve XeHLWWHbI Naakaaun, Ho 60NbLWMHCTBO MOJ14aNo.

- Jliogwn! - 3aroBopwusa ero BennyecTBo. - Bbl Bugenn. x Hy>KHO MOXOpoOHUTb BMecTe. B
oAHOM rpoby. Hy>xeH rpob. KTo-Hnbyab MoXXeT NoMoyb?

Xutenn WapgHa 3a4BUraanchb, 3aBOJIHOBAJINCh U BbITONKHY I Briepen HEeBbICOKOr O,
Xynooro 4yeJsioBeka.

- 4 rpoboBLUVK, Bawe Benn4yecTBo! - NokoHMNACA OH. - CoenaeM. Yaca 3a ABa.
Morunny Mbl TOXKe BbIpOeM.

- Cnacubo! - B rosoce nmnepaTtopa CAblLAANCh cfesbl, AN KaK-TO cpa3y 3TO
noHsanun. - OH normb, kak repon. OH BCcex Hac cobon 3akpbia. Ecnm 6bl He OH, 1 BbI, U £
Oblnn Bbl y)Ke MepTBbl...

- CBeTnasa namaTh... - HerpoMKo CKa3aJl KTO-TO.

JItoAn HAaKOHEL-TO NOBEPUIN, YTO 3HAKOMbIN A0 MocsefHen 4epTO4KM 0AHOCEIbYaHMH
MapaH 6bl1 TPO3HbIM MNOBEJSINTENEM DJINAHCKON UMMEPUN. 3HAYNUT, OH OTAas XKU3Hb,
3awmwan apyrmux? Oa, oH Mor, Bcerga npuxonmnn Ha nomoulb B 6ene. Hukorna He
OTKa3bIBa/l.

CaHTKn npebbiBan B KAKOM-TO TyMaHe. B ropsie 3acTbl/1 FOPAYUA KOMOK, KOTOPbLIN OH
HWKaK He MOr CrioTHYTb. OH BCNOMMWHaN YenoBeKa, nepen KOTopbIM MPeKoHANCS.
Ero cnoBa, cmex, X13Hb. HO 6b17IM HE TONBLKO CBOM BOCMOMUHaHKA. BocnoMunHaHums
MapaHa To)xe BCrJbiBasn HaBepX. BOT OH tOHbIN MOCYLWHUNK, pacTEPAHHO CTOALLNN
nepen pa3bsapeHHbIM HacToAaTenem, obHapy XMBLUMM NMUCaHKA dbAapa. BoT oH
YYEeHUK roplieyHuka B LLlagHe. BOT oH BNepBble yBnaen PUHy - MOIOAYH0, KPpacusylo,
030pHYI0. BOT OH CTOUT Nepen yMupawLwmm nmMnepaTopomM U NnpuHNMaeT Ha cebs
bpemsa BnacTu. Nogbl 3a60T U HN MUHYTLI OTAbIXa. A NOTOM rnbesns.



Bonbwon rpob caenanm o4eHb BbICTPO, 3a KAKOMN-TO Yac. B Hero 60K o 60K ysoXxunan
MapaHa ¢ PnHoi. OHM BbIrNA4enn yMUPOTBOPEHHbIMN, CNOKOMHbIMK, obpeTwunmMn gpyr

Apyra.

NmnepaTop nepsBbIM NogcTaBua naeyo nod rpob. K Hemy npucoeamHuNCs sBnagbika
dnbBapaHa, ®apTasnb, N ABa opKa, nocabl Opkorpapa B danaHe. MNMocnegHnmm 6oinun
KepTan c JlaHurom.

Mpoueccusa genHynacb K HebonbwomMy kKnanbuwy WagHa. Joporn CaHTM He
3aMOMHWJI, OH NPOAOJIXKal BCMOMUHATb, raoTtasa cnesbl. CnaBa EAMHOMY, HUKTO 3TOro
He Buaes - NMnepaTop He nMeeT npasa nJjakaTb! HUMKorga n HU NpuU Kaknx
obcToaTenbcTBax! A ecnm n nnavyeT, TO HUKTO HE A0JIKEH BUAETb €ro cnes.

FOpHble MacTepa OAWH 3a APYrMM WAM MUMo rpoba, CTosero Ha NoAcTaBke y
CBE)XEBbIKOMAHHOW MOTWJbl, OTAaBas CBOEMY MoBeINTEN0 NocsiegHne novyectu. OHM
CajIloTOBAIN Me4yaMu, MHOIrMe KNIaHAINCh MOKJIOHOM BefInyalillero yBa)keHus. Motom
C NOKOWVHbBIMUK NOMPOLLANNCL XUTenu LagHa.

CaHTW NepBbIM 6pOCK Ha KpbIlKY rpoba ropcTb 3emnn u otowesn. OH cMOTpen Ha
NAYLWWUX MUMO MOT Wbl Nt0AEN U NPOA0IKAA MoYa naakaTb. I BCmoMMHaTL BCe, 4TO
C/Iy4MNOCh 33 3TU ABeHaALaTh CTPALLHbIX AHEN, NpoLleaLlnX nocsie cMepTu
nMnepaTopa.

(naBa 2

3amoK lNMpuspakos

MensieHHO NOAHSABLWNCD HA HOMM Hag MepTBbIM TesloM MapaHa, CaHTU OTYasAHHO
pa3pbiganca. OH nnakasna, Npowascb C BEJIMKNUM HYesI0BEKOM, NPOLLasiCb CO CBOEN
MPe>XXHeW XN3HbI0 1 CBOUMUN HageXxgamMu. Bnepegn »gasno 4To-ToO CTpPaLHOE U
HEMNOHATHOE, YTO-TO TaKoe, O YEM PbIXUN CKOMOPOX HMKOrga n nogymaTb He Mor. 3a
4yTO 3T0? MNo4YeMmy Tak cnyumnocb? Movyemy oH?! OTBeTa Ha 6&e3MOIBHbIN BOMJIb HUKTO
He pnan. Co3HaHMe nJblo, He B CUJ1aX BOCMPUHATL BCe, YTO BTUCHYJIN B HEro
3aK1aTMeM nepenaym BnacTu.



Opy3bs, CTOABLWINE HEMOAANEKY, BCTPEBOXXEHHO NePErnaHysINnCb U KNHYAUCb K CaHTu.
Mpnbnn3nBLINCE, OHM 3aMepsin, MOTPACEHHO YCTaBMBLUNCL HA MEPTBOro nmnepaTopa.
TpyaHo 6bIN0 NpeacTaBuUTb, 4TO ero 6osblie HeT. A 4TO CTaHeT C nMmnepunen? Beab
HOBbI MMMNepaTop He KOPOHOBAH. HM 0AHOMY 13 HUX U B FOJIOBY HE MPUXOONN0, 4TO
rnosesnnTesieM DJiMaHa cTan nx gpyr.

- YMep... - rnyxo cka3an Jlek, BbiITupada cnesbl pykaBoM. - YMep...

- [a, ymep... - He MeHee rnyxo noaTeepann CaHTu.

- CBeTnaa NnamMATb... - FOJI0C DHETa ApOoXKall.

- A Tenepb Yero genaTb? - CMPOCKI elle He npueawnin B cebs nocne CnsHnS
XpaT. - Mbl )xe B NyCTbIHE, 1 BOAbl HN XpeHa HeT. Kak 6bl Mbl TyT pPSiAlOM C HUM He
nernu...

- Boibepemcsa! - ogepHyn ero TUHYBU3b. - He Jo Toro noka.

- 3BUHUTE... - CMYLLEHHO BYPKHY OpPK.

- XpaT npaB., - BCTPAXHYJICA JleK. - BbibnpaThCcs 0TCloAa BCe paBHO HaAo. PamyXHbIM
JIPaKOHOM HaM Yy>Xe He CTaTb, OH NMPUXOAUT TONILKO B Cllydae bonbLion 6enbl.

- Tbl ewe He NoHAN? - rnyxo cnpocun CaHTW.

- Y10 2 gosxkeH 6bln NOHATL? - pacTepsscs ropeu,.

CKOMOpPOX OTKMHYJ rO/I0BY Ha3apg W XpUMJo, KapKalLlle pacxoxoTancs. 3aTemM ero
Tesi0 NOAEPHYNI0Cb TYMAaHHOW AbIMKOWN, Yepe3 HECKOJIbKO MFHOBEHUN
rnpeBpaTMBLLUENCA B TEMHO-CepbIn nnaw,. CaHTU HAaKUHYJ Ha FOJIOBY KartowoH, N ero
NNLO CKpblsla TYMaHHaa Macka.

- Tenepb NOHSAN? - NPOrpPOXoTas FyJKUIA ronoc.

- 3aaHuuy rabTa Ha Mot rosioBy! - oTwWATHYICA XpaT, 3anHyJICS U yCencs Ha Necok.



OcCTajlbHble TPOE HMUYEro He CKasaau, TOJIbKO OLLasieno XJionanau rna3aMu, He rNoBepus
TOMY, 4TO BUAAT. OlHAKO NPULLSIOCL MOBEPUTL - Nepen HUMN AeNCTBUTESIbHO CTOSA
HOBbIN MMMepaTop. M 3To Bbla HE KTO MHOWM, KaK pbXuii CaHTu! Jlek onoMHmMCA
nepBbiM. OH BbIHY1 KApTaru U3 HOXeH, onNyCcTUJICA Ha OAHO KOJIEHO U OTCatoTOBaN
ero Be/sIN4YecTBY. 3aTeM NpMMepy HacTaBHWKA NocsiienoBann dHeT, XpaT n TUHYBUAJb.

- N 4TO MHe co BCeEM 3TUM AenaTtb? - TOCKJIMBO CNPOCKIT CKOMOPOX, ybpaB TyMaHHYO
MacKy.

- YTo QoJKeH, - moXkas nJjevyamum roped. - A BOT 4TO gesiaTb HaM? MapaH npocun
Tebe NoMoyb...

- 34ecb U AymaTb He4dero! - pe3ko 6bpocun rpad. - Pa3z CaHTn nmnepaTop, TO HaMm
ObITb €ro anbAapamun. 1bLapoB XKe He 0CTasnoch!

- CornaceH! - nocsblwanca cboKy MenoanyHbIn ronoc TUHYBUINS.

- N 5, - 6BypKHYN OpK, BCe elle HeBepsille TPSCA rosioBon. - Kyaa )X s 0T Bac, FTMbIPX0B
JINHANBIX, AEHYCb-TO?

- Tbl NpaB, - XMypo cornacusncs Jlek. - Mol ¢ Tobon, pb>XKuin. ep>xunchb.

- Cnacmnbo... - cnabo ynbibHyncsa Cantu. - Cnacmbo Bam, pebara... Torga cenyvac B
3amMok Mpu3pakoB oTnpaBmMcs. [la u Teno Tyaa NnepenpaBnTb Hafo, YTOObI
COXPaHUTb A0 MOXOPOH.

- A3TO 4TO Takoe, 3aMoOK [Npn3pakoB? - 03agavnnca Xpar.

- IMnepaTopckun 3aMOK Ha OCTpoBe Y>aca, Tapaasare.

- Fpe?! - NKHyNn OT TakoW HOBOCTW DHeT. - Tl B cebe, Benn4ecTBo?

- B cebe, B cebe, - 3aBepuna ero CKOMOpPOX, CKOPYMUB EXUAHYIO MUHY.

YaoueneHune rpada 6b1710 NOHATHBLIM - HU 0AMH KOpabsib He Mor NPMBAN3NTBLCA K
TappaBary, 3HaMEHNTOMY OCTPOBY Y>Kaca, Kak NMpo3BaJin ero CyeBepHbie MOPSAKN.
Bokpyr Hero 6ywieBanmn CcTpallHble WTOPMa, Npubpe)xxHbie BOAbl CKpbiBanu B cebe



COTHM pudos, bepera 6bIIN HENPUCTYMNHbI - CMJIOLWHbIE CKasbl. HO 1 3TOro Mano, ecam
Kakon-Hnbyab COpBMIrosioBa BCe e npobupancsa Yyepes pndoBbIn NOSAC, ero BApyr
oxBaTblBan 6ecnpuYnHHbLIN yKac, n begHAra yHoCuACa Npoyb oT TapAaBara Ha BCex
napycax, paccka3biBasi MOTOM B MOPTOBbIX TaBepHaX BCAKNE HeBbINULbI. [laBHO yXe
HUKTO He AenaJs NoMnbITOK BbICAANUTLCA Ha OFTPOMHOM OCTPOBE, HECMOTPS Ha BCe ero
BO3MOXKHble 6oraTcTBa. Xo4UM CAyXKU, 4HTO TaM XUBYT Kakne-To CTpaLlHble

4y a0BMLLA.

CyuiecTBoBan ewe ognH NofobHbIN 0CTPOB - ocTpoB [leMoHoB, Kxapaasar, Haf
KOTOPbIM MOPSIKN MHOMAa BUAEN NPU3PaYHYyo YepHyto urypy poctomM Ao Heba, n
3aMupasnn oT y>Kaca, HafesCb, YTO BbIXOAeL U3 aga He TPOHeT nx. Ecnm He nblTanncb
npnbnmsanTbca K 6epery, To U He Tporas. A BOT €Cau NblTaJINCb... BbXUBLUNE NOTOM
pacckKa3sblBajin MHOroe, TOJIbKO MaJio KTO UM BEPU - BCEM M3BECTHA CTPACTb MOPSIKOB
K rnynbiM 6akaM. HO 4TO-TO HEMOHSATHOE Ha 3TUX ABYX OCTPOBaX BCe-Taku 6bino,
4TO-TO, He Xenatuiee, 4Tobbl ero 6ecrnokonnn. 34paBoMbICASLLME NIOAN N HE
6ecnokonan, a [ypakoB He Xallb.

- NNOTOMY HUKTO 1 He MOXXeT Ha TapaaBare BblICAgUTbCA, YTO TaM UMNepaToOPCKNIN
asopeu, - noscHuN CaHTU yamBieHHbIM apy3baM. - OCTPOB 3alULLEH TaKUMU
3aKIATUAMK, YTO HN OAUH Mar He pa3bepeTcsa. Cam dnmaH 3aBoeBaTes b HakKaabiBaJl.
Tbl, JlIek, Ha 0QHOM N3 TaHbIX OCTPOBOB - OcTpoBe [1EMOHOB - y>Xe ObiBas, Mexay
npoynm. a>ke O0/ro XXWUa TaMm.

- Tak 3amMoK BonHoB Ha KxapaaBare pacnoslioXXeH? - usymunacsa ropeu. - Hukorga 6ol
He noaymMmanr...

- Ha HeMm, rge xe euwe, - nogreepann nmnepartop. - Ho Ham Tyaa He Hapo. Bece
HY>XHOe B 3aMKe lNpu3pakosB eCTb, TaM 1 NpoBeny Bally MHUUMaUMIO. B HeM elle
MHOI0 4Yyero nmeetcs, na>xe MapaH He 3HaJ Bcero.

- A Tebe 0TKyaa N3BECTHO, 4YTO 3HaJl, @ Yero He 3HaN MapaH? - HACTOPOXWJICA DHeT.

- Bo Bpemsa nepefayn BnacTu HOBbIN MMMepaTop noJjlydyaeT NaMaTb BCEX MPEXXHUX.
KpoMe 2nunaHa 3aBoeBaTens. [1o3)xe pacckaxy nogpobHo, Hago cnewnTb, NOKa A Ha
Horax cTtot. CKOpo CBalloCb - Nepepadya NnamMAaTn 6e3 nocnencTBun He NpPoOxXoaunT, B
balWwkKe Takas Kalla, 4TO eLle HEMHOIo - 1 A BoobLie coobpa)kaTb NepecTaHy.

- Hy, H1n popxoTa cebe! - NOTPSACEHHO NPUOTKPbLIA POT rpad. - Tol...



- MoTom, Bce noTtoM! - obopBas ero numnepaTop.

Ero waTano, caMmo4yBCTBME C Ka)KAbIM MFTHOBEHMEM yXYyALlanoCb, F0JsI0Ba HEeCTeprnnmo
bonena. N3 nocnegHux cun CaHTM OTKPbIT NOpTasa, TUXO YAUBAAACL Npo cebs, 4To
cnocobeH Ha 3T0. [ToKa3as Ha Hero pykom un 3amep, NoLaTbIBasACb. B3rnsHyB Ha
NOKPbLITOE MOTOM NINLLO CBOEro ObiBLLIEro y4yeHuka, Jiek NoHsAs, 4TO TOT Ha rpaHu
rnoTepn CO3HaHWUA, N NMPUHANICA KOMaHLO0BaTb. XpaT C DHETOM NOAXBaTWU/IN Teslo
MapaHa v ywnm B TYMaHHy10 AbIMKY. 3a HUMUK nocnenoBan TUHYBU3NbL. [opel,
rnognep>XmBasg CKOMopoxa, BoLlen B nopTasi nocsaegHnM.

Kak To/Ibko nopTan cxaonHyncs, CaHTn o6BuC Ha pykax Jleka 6e3 namsatu. ToT
pacTepPsIHHO BbIPYraJscs, C HeAoyMeHNEM OrnaablBasiCb BOKPYr. [1py3bs CTOSIIM B
KaKOM-TO OFPOMHOM MYCTOM 3aJie ceporo LBeTa. Kak TOJIbKO OHUM OKa3asucb 34ecCh,
HEMOHATHO OTKYZa NPO3BYYaJi FOHT.

- A Tenepb Yero genaTb? - pacTepPsiHHO CAPOCUJT FopeLl, OCTOPOXXKHO OMyCKas
nMnepaTopa Ha noJ.

- I'MbIpx ero 3HaeT! - noXkan nanev4amm XpatT. - HanTm Koro-Hnbyab Hago.

- Ecnn 3pecb XO0Tb KTO-TO €CThb... - MOEXWJICA DHeT.

OpHako ntoan B 3aMke lMNMpuspakos Bce e 6binn. Bckope B 3a1e NosBUICS YTO-TO
HeaOoBOJIbHO Bypyalmn cebe Noa HOC YesloBEK B MOBAPCKOM KOJIMakKe 1 yCbiMaHHOM
MYKOW (hapTykKe.

- Hy n Koro rMmbipxa Tpe3BOH Takou NoAbiMaTb? - MPa4yHO NONHTEpPECcOoBasCs OH. - Y
MeHs, Mexay npoydum, xneb B nevun! Het, 6pocan Bce, bern K Hemy! A cropuT xn1eb?
CaMm e ropenoe xpaTb He cTaHeT! [lenaTtb Tebe 6onblue Hevyero? Tak rnaaum, wac
MeTsion Kak orpeto! Coscem obHarnen! To oH 3/1b TacKaeT, TO TPe3BOH Ha BeCb 3aMOK
ycTpausaeT! O, a roe 31o oH? ONAaTb CMbIJICA, 3apa3a Takasa?

- KT0? - pacTepsaHHO cripocun Jlek.

- Benn4yecTBo 3T0 3aApunaHHoe, MapaH KoTopoe. be3 Hero Bbl 6 clofga He nonanu.



- MapaH? - ropbkKo YCMexXHYJICA ropeL, 1 nokKasasl Ha MepTBOe TeJsi0, KOTOpoe DHeT C
XpaToM MNosoXNNn Henopaseky. - [la BOT OH.

- He Hapo Tak WyTUTb, MapeHb... - nobnegHen He3HakoMel,.

- A 9 1 He wy4y. UMnepaTop norunb, anbnapbl, BCe 40 e4NHOro - ToXXe. A Bbl KT0O?

- BepkuT, noBap 34eWHUNA... - FTJIyX0 OTBETWU/1 TOT, HEBEPHbIMU WaraMn npnbnmxanco
K MapaHy.

OﬂyCTI/IBLIJVICb Ha KOJ1IEHWN, OH HEMHOIO NOMOJI4aJ1 N NMO4YTU HEC/bILLUHO rnpowenTaJi:

- OX, TBOE Be/M4YeCTBO, TBOE BEJINYECTBO... YTO XX 3TO Thl Tak, a? Ha KOro » Tbl HacC
bpocunn?

3aTeM NpoBesi PyKoW Haj JINLLOM MepTBeL,a, 3aKpbiBas ero LWMPOKO pacnaxHyTble
rnasa, u Havasl NpepbIBaoLLMMCSA Fr0JIOCOM YATATb OTXOAHYO MOMMUTBY. BuaHo 6bino,
4YTO OH C TPYAOM CAEPXXMBAET cne3bl. JIeK nepernsaHysca ¢ oCTalbHbIMU, APY3bsa TOXe
OMYCTUINCb Ha KOJIEHM N NPUCOEANHUINCE K MOJINTBE. 3aKOHYMUB MOJINTLCS, OHU
BCTaJIN U JOArO ele MoJsiva CToAIM Nepel NOKOMHbIM nMnepaTopoM. [1o cMx nop He
BEPWUJIOCh, 4TO ero bosnblie HeT. Pa3Be 06onTyc CaHTU NOTAHET 3Ty AOPXOTOBY HOLLY?
Pa3Be CrpaBUTCA CO BCEM, YTO CBAJZINJIOCh HA POAHYI0 CTPaHy? JIEK O4YEHb B 3TOM
COMHeBaJsICH.

- KTO HOBbIN-TO? - CNPOCUN Yepe3 HeKoTopoe BpeMs BepkuT. - Tbi?

- HeT, BOH TOT pbIXUiA, - NoKa3asn ropel. - OH Hac clofa NepemMecTusn N Co3HaHne
noTepsa.

- Tak Bcerga 6biBaeT Nocsie KOPOHaLWUN... - MOKKBA NoBap. - Hajo oTHeCTn ero B
ChanbHIO N YNOXNTb. ByeT cnaTb CyTOK Tpoe, He MeHblue. He noMy TolbKo, Ha KOW
XPEeH OH Bac Cloa NpPUTALWWA 1 NOYEMY JINLIO HE MpPSYeT.

- Mbl ero 6yayume sanbaapbl, - NOACHU DHET.

- AAcHO, - Ka4yHyn ronoson BepkuT. - JlTagHo, 6epuTe cBOEro gpyra n HeCMTe 3a MHOMW.



- A 4TO C HUM? - NnoKa3an Jlek Ha Tesio MapaHa.

- B negHnK nono>xum. Hago 00 NMOXOpPoOH coXpaHUTb. begHaa PuHa...

- Kakasa PnHa? - yonBuncsa JHer.

- XKeHa ero.

- A-a-a...

CaHTw BAOPYr 3aCTOHaNA U cen Ha nony. na3a nmnepaTopa AIMXopaaoyHo 6ay>xaanu
no 3aJly, SBHO HNYero He BMASA.

- Pb>Kui, Tbl 4ero? - scnonowmnacs opk, 6pocascb K HeEMY.

- MeHs 30BYT... - XpUnNiao BblgaBuI N3 cebs CKOMOpPOX. - 30BYT...

- [loTaHNCbL HaBCTpeYy 30BYy, TBOE BEJINYECTBO, 3TO KTO-TO U3 3/1bAapoB! - rnasa
BepkuTa 3aropenncb TpeBoron. - EMy nomMoulb, HaBepHOe, HYy>XHa...

HenoBepymBo NOKOCUMBLINCHL Ha Hero, CaHTn BCe Xe nocaywancsd. Ero sactasun
OYHYTbCS 4Yen-TO CTOH, 3ByYalluni, Ka3asocCb, COBCeM psanoM. KTO-TO yCTaso 3Barsl
nMrepaTopa, 3BaJl, yXe He HaJesCb Ha OTBEeT. 9TOMY KOMY-TO 6b1/10 04eHb B0/LHO,
ero 6osb 6una ckomopoxa No HepBaM, OH cCaM efiBa He CTOHaJ. PbDKNIA BHYTpPEHHEe
NOTSAHYJICS HABCTPeYy 30BY, O4HOBPEMEHHO NpuTarneas ero Kk cebe. BocnaneHHoe
CO3HaHMe caMo CrJieTaso Kakme-To CTpaHHble 3aknaTus, Ho yben CaHTu EguHbIn,
€CJIN OH NOHUMaN Kakune n gnsa Jyero. Bckope Henoganeky cryctunaocbk 061a4ko
nopTana, N3 KOTOPOro Ha NnoJs 3asia BbiNa 3aJUTbIV KPOBbIO 3/ibAap C MEPTBLIM
pebeHKOM Ha pyKax.

- Tbl KTO?.. - U3yMJIEHHO NPOXpuUnen oH, yenaes nogowlenuiero CKoMopoxa.

- HoBbIn umnepaTop, - oTBeTun CaHTK, C TPYOOM yAep)XMBasiCb Ha Horax. - Bol -
€0WNHCTBEHHbIV BbDKUBLUUIA 3nbaap. OcTanbHble nornbnn. 4 mory sam 4eM-Hnbyab
MoMoYb?

- Nornbnun... Eannbin Cospartenb... [loMmo4vb? A roe Mbl?



- B 3amke lNpun3pakos.

- Torna Bce NPOCTO, - NpoLIenecTesn 3/bAap, Ha rnasax Tepsas cuibl. — MbICSIEHHO
NMO30BM TaaH MCLeNeHns, Kak OH NOABUTCS - pa3fieHb MEHS 1 NOJIOXKM TyAa. 3TO
capkodar. Yepes Tpu OHSA BCTaHy 340pOBbIM. ECin Thl UMNepaTop, TaaH npuaeT.

- Xopouuo.

CaHTV nocsiegoBan COBETY, YyBCTBYS cebs MoJIHbIM UANOTOM. HeyXenun 30ecb YTo-TO
CNoCO6HO yC/bIWaTb ero MbiC/eHHbIN 30B? CTpaHHO. HO pbiLapb NpecTosia He coaran.
He ycnen nMmnepaTop nNo3BaTb HEYTO, Ha3BaHHOE CTPAHHbLIM CJIOBOM «TaaH», Kak Mo
HernofAaneky nowlen BoJHAaMU, U U3 NONMPOBAHHOIO KaMHS, Kak U3 BOAbl, BCMJblJ
MOKPbITbIN ByrpamMn n HapocTamm capkodar NPUMepPHO NATU JIOKTEN B AJINHY. Mo ero
Kpomke 6exxana Lenoyka KPacHbIX OFrOHbKOB.

OCTOpPOXXHO NMPUBIN3UBLLINCE, MMEPATOP AOTPOHYACA 00 capkodara, He ocobo
MOHMMA4, 4TO 3TO TaKoe 1 OTKyAa BoobLle B34/10Cb. I3 KaMHSA BbiNAbII0? Yyaeca
KakKne-To... YKpaweHHasa pe3bboi KpblillKa MeasieHHO NogHsAacb, OTKPbIBAsA B30py
Kybbl CEporo HeMpPo3pa4yHOro TyMaHa, B KOTOPOM TO U A€S10 BCMbIXUBANN TYCKJible
ronybosaTble 61MKK. JlIeK C DHETOM MOCMNeLWHOo pa3aenm noTepssLlero Co3HaHue
W3PaHEHHOr o 3/ibAapa M OnyCcTUAN ero BHYTpPb. TyMaH npuHan 6arpoBbin OTTEHOK,
YTO-TO HATY>XHO 3aryneso, U KpblllKa MeasieHHO 3akpblslacb. TaaH noTepsan
o4yepTaHUs U YTOHY B Mony.

- 2TO 4yero 6b110? - pacTepssHHO cnpocun XpaT. - YTo 3a wTyKa?

- A 9 3HaK? - ycTasno noxxan naedamm CaHTu. - TaaH Kakon-To... On, 6aunH!

- Y10 ewe? - HacTopoxxwusncsa Jlek.

- CaMn-TO clofla NepeMecTUaInCb, a 0 eBo4vkax 3abbinn? - 3710 OypkKHyn nmnepaTop. -
KakoBo M nocsie Bcero? C yma, BepHO, CXO4AT, HAYEro NoHATb He MOryT.

- TaHH3 g3n1e panb KaaT! - Bblpyrascsa Ha poaHOM s3blKe 3/1bM. - Tbl MOXeLWb UX K
HaM BbITAHYTb?

- Monpobyto cenyac, - noexmnncsa CaHTu.



- He coBeToBan 6bl, TBOE BesinyecTBO! - BMewasnca BepkuT. - Tebe OTAOXHYTb HY>XXHO,
a TO TOYHO MNOTOM HECKOJIbKO AHEN BCTaTb HE CMOXeLlb.

- He cMory, Tak He cMmory! - ¢ 4oCaZlo OTMaxHyJCs nMnepaTop. - TONbKO S TyT
YOKHYCb, €C/1M 3HaTb He Byay, 4TO C AEBYOHKAMU U rae oHW. Jlek, DHeT, ecnv ynaay,
Bbl Y>)X MOAOEPXKUTE.

- [aBan... - MaxHyJ1 pyKOW roped.

CHOBa NMoeXxuBLINCb, CaHTN Hayvasl NOrpy>kaTbCa B NaMATh, AOCTaBLUYyOCA OT MapaHa.
MoKa Ha NOBEPXHOCTb CO3HAHWS BbIMJbIBAJIO O4EHb HEMHOIOE, nepe rna3aMmu
NOYEeMy-TO CTOSI1a KaKasa-TO HE3HAKOMas MOXXNIAA XEHLLWHA, CMOTPSLLAA Ha Hero ¢
TOCKOW 1 TpeBoron. HaBepHoe, »xeHa NokonHoro. MimnepaTtop npeactasun cebe nuua
JeByLIEeK N MNOTAHYN ux K cebe, owlyllas, YTO Ha YPOBHE UHTYULUK cnaeTaeT
CJI0XKHOE, MHOroypoBHeBoe 3akiaTue. OH He NoHMMaJs, KakuM obpa3om menaer 3To,
HO BCe paBHO Aenan. MpuaeT Bpemsa - pasbepeTtcsa. He cenvac.

B 3an1e pe3ko NnoTeMHeNo, 3aTEM MNOJIbIXHYJI0 HECKOJIbKO APKUX BCMbILLEK, 3araxno,
KaK nocJsie rpo3bl, U Mo rnojay C BU3roM NoKaTUINCbL CeEMb AeBylleK. O4eHb pa3HbIX Ha
BUA. HNKTO He 3aMeTun, 0TKyAa OHM BO3HUKIW, Ka3asioCb, MPAMO M3 BO3AyXa. Jlek
bpocmnncsa Ha NomMoLLlb CBOEN HeHarnagHom dana, 3abbiB 060 BCeEM Ha CBeTeE,
OCTaJlbHble TOXKEe NocCnewnnn K y4eHnuyam. HUKTo, KpoMe YKOPU3HEHHO
MOKa4YMBatoOLLLEro FOJI0BOW NMOBapa, He 3aMeTWJ1, 4TO MMNepaTop TUXO ONYCTUACA Ha
MoJl U CHOBa NnoTepsn co3HaHue. HenoBonbHO Bop4a cebe nofg HOC, BEpKUT yioXu
CaHTun noypnobHee n cen psnom, nsberas cMoTpeTb Ha MepTBOro MapaHa.

- 34paBCTBYN, MOS xopowas! - nouenosan obangesLyto dauna Jlek.

- 30paBCTBYM... - pacTepPAHHO 0TO3BaJslaCb OHa. - A rae 310 A7 YT1o 3T0 BoobLle 6bis10?

- AYTO Tbl MOMHULIBL?

- NoMH1o, oKa3aslaCb B KAKOM-TO 3asie... Bbl cTosnm B Kpyry, ckpectms meyun. NMotom
YTO-TO eLlle CJIYYMUII0Cb, MHE NOoKa3asioCb, Y MEHS U3 PYK MOJIHUK Bunu... A NOTOM Bbl B
NpaKoHa NpeBpPaTUINCL U yNeTenu...

- Tak n 66110, - yNbIOHYNCA ropel,. - MHULmMauma cnyydmnack. TONbKO BOT...



- Y107 - BCTpeBoOXunaacb auna.

- MmnepaTopa ybunn.

- Henpaspga! - Hano/HUAUCL Ce3aMun rnasa geByLwKU. - Tol Bpewb! CKa>ku, 4TO Thl
Bpewb!

- Ecnm Bbl... - onycTun ronosy Jlek. - BoT oH.

He noBepwuBLUas CTpallHOMY U3BECTUO dnna npubnmsnnack K Teny MapaHa n
3aMepsia, NOCTENEHHO NOHUMAs, YTO el ckasanum npasay. OHa He 3aMeydana, 4To
naayeT, rnNaas Ha 3aJIMTOro 3aCThIBLUEN Y)Ke KPOBbIO YesloBeKa, KOTOPOro Tak fbuna
N yBaxkana.

- Y10 Cc Bnagbikon? - BCTPEBOXXEHHO cripocuna Jle y BepkunTta, 3aMeTuB Ie)XaBLUEro
6e3 co3HaHua CaHTwn.

- MepeHanpsarcs, Bac BbITaCkMBas, - OypkKHy TOT. - Tenepb HECKOJILKO AHen be3
NnamMATn BanaTbCa byaeT. 3TO XX Haf4o, Cpasy Nocsae KOpoHaunm Takoe oT4eby4nTb?!
O4ymen napeHsb!

- Kakon kopoHauun?

- [JOpXOTOB XBOCT MHE B IM1I0TKY, MANOTY CTapoMy! - Bbipyraacs nosap, NOHAB, 4TO
nporoBopwscs. Hem3BeCcTHO elle, UMEET I 3Ta AeBuLa NPaBO 3HATb, YTO PbIKUN
MaJibMULLIKaA CTasl UMMNepaTopoM. XOTS, MHa4ye 3a4eM OH BbiTalun ee ctoga? Ho
B6onblie roBopnTb BepknT HM4ero He cobupancs. N Tak kowmap - 6abbl B 3amMke
Mpu3pakoB! HaCKONbLKO OH 3HaJs, TaKOro KOLWYHCTBa He C/y4anocb bosblue NaTucoT
ner.

- Torga Hago OTHEeCTU ero B NocTesb! - paccep>XeHo TOMHyJla HOrom Xpuua, NoHAB,
4TO BosbLIE HNYEro OT HE3HAKOMLLA B MOBAapPCKOM hapTykKe He fobbeTcs.

OHa no3BaJia becnanyto, C MHTEPECOM OrfiIiAbIBaBLUYIO 3a, U AEBYLUKMK, C/leays 3a
BepkutoMm, oTHecnn CaHTu B 6osbluyto U yaobOHYIO cnanbHi0 HEeMnoganeky.
Pa3obpaTbCsa B NPOMCXOOALLEM MOXXHO ByaeT 1 no3xe, a Noka Hano No3aboTuTbCs o
HaCTaBHUKe.



LLlecTaa cmaena Ha POCKOLLUHOWM KPpOBaTW, MPa4yHO YCTaBMBLUUCL B CTeHY. MHoroe
ctonno obaymaTb. Ewe BYepalHUM yTpoM oHa bbina pabbiHen B HapTarane. XXaana
npona>kn, Me4yTtana, 4To ee KynuT NtobnmMbln, Hagesnacb Ha CBOe MaJlIeHbKOe cYacTbe.
A NOTOM - ayKLIMOH, 1 BCe, CNy4mBLIEECs Ha HeM. He ycnena LLlecTasi onOMHUTbLCS,
KaK CTOosJla Ha KaKoM-TO MJjauy M corfalwanacb CTaTb YYEHMLEN HOCATOro Kacopra,
nMyratouiero ee oo TUXoro Bm3ra. Ecnm 4yecTHo, cornacunach TOJIbKO paan Oxe,
BpocmBLLErOCs 3a HEW B HENM3BECTHOCTb. YTobbl cnacTtn niobumoro, AeByLllKa roToBa
Oblna o6poBOLHO MONTK Ha BCE, AaXXe Ha Ka3Hb, NYCTb CaMYyl0 MyYUTENbHYIO.

Ho 9xe BCckope Kyna-To yBesin, a C Hee CaMOW CHSAJIN OLUeNHUK, CKa3aB, 4TO OHa
OTHbIHe cBoboAHa. LLlecTaa He noBepuia - 0 Kakon csobofe Boobuie peyb? Ee KTo-
HMbyOb crnpawmBasn XO0Tb 0 4eM-T0? HeT. [Jaxxe He cobupanncb. Ckasanum, 4To AOJI)KHA
CTaTb yYeHULEN HOCATOro - 1 Bce Tebe. A flaHHYO KaCopry KASTBY HE HapyLUMLLb,
AeByllKa no4yemMy-To Obinla yBepeHa B 3TOM. [la 1 pyXHYBLINIA Ha Hee BO BpeMs
WHNLMNAUNW YepHbIA Ny4 roBopus 0 MHOrom. C TbMOW B Urpbl HE UTPatoT, 3TO 3HAIN
Oa)ke HapTaraibckme pabbiHu.

Bckope LUecTyto oTBeNN B KaKylo-TO KOMHaTYy, rae ee BCTpPeTUAn ABe gpyrue
neBywkn. OaHa Bbirnsaaena AoBOJIbHO CTPAHHO, MMEsia KPaCHYI0 KOXXY 1 Hebosblume
KJIblKW, @ BTOpas b6blsla 04eHb BbICOKON N KPYMHON. OHM YTO-TO FOBOPWJIN, MbiTa/INCb
KaK-TO 0ObACHUTLCSA C HOBOM COCenKown, HO pabbiHA He 3HaNla HXN OAHOrO U3
obWenpuHATLIX A3bIKOB D/IMaHa, TONIbKO POAHON. He MoOHUMas, Yero Hy>KHO 3TUM
He3HaKOMKaM, OHa CbeXWulaCb Ha KOWKe, C TOCKOW rnaas B non. [leBylika enBa
caoep)xmBana cnesbl - NJjlakaTb XOTEN0Ch CTPALWHO, HO BAPYI 34€Cb 3a CNe3bl
HaKa3blBalOT? Buaena Ha CnnHe nepeoaeBaBLUENCS BbICOKOW COCEAKMN Criedbl OT
Maskn - Kpenko, noxoxe, beaHsA>KKe A0CTaNoChb, A0 KpoBu bunn. Jlydwe
caep>XaTbcs... Y3HaTb bbl ewle, 3a 4TO 34€Cb HaKa3biBalOT, YTOObI caMon He
HapBaTbCA. O4eHb He X04eTCs, Aa TOJIbKO, BUAHO, HUKYy[a He aeHelwbcs. Pa3 3pech
ha)ke cBoux BbIOT, TO YK Yy>XKayKy - cam 6or Benen.

[leByllKa C yaAnBNeHMEM noraaabiBasa Ha 4TO-TO Beceno o6Cy X AatoLwmx coceaok,
MOHSBLUMX, YTO FOBOPUTb C Ypo)xeHKon HapTarana 6ecnonesHo. OHu ponro 6ontanuy,
a 3aTeM BAPYr B3N Nanku 1 Havyanm apaTtbcsa. Kowmap! C yma nocxoanam, 4To am?
PabblHs pacTepsiHHO CMOTPEsia Ha BbITBOPSOLWMX OPXOT 3HAET YTO 3/INaHOK. Te
n3rnbanncb Tak, Kak oOHa caMa HMUKorpga 6bl He BbIFHYlaCb, XOTS C AeTCTBa
OT/IMYaNachb U3PAAHON MMOBKOCTbLIO, Aa N YYUTENa TaHLEB MHOroMy Hay4unu. N 6mnnu
Apyr opyra cocenku scepbe3! LLlecTaa B3gporHyna, NnpeacTtaBuB YTO 3TO ee Tak



BbITSIHY/IM MO pebpaM Nasikon, Kak TOJIbKO YTO «Npuaackana» Noapyry KpacHosamuas.
Ho nocTpafaBliasa Aa)ke He BCKPUKHYJ1a - OHa Bblpyrajacb CKBO3b 3y6bl,
noanpbIrHyna n HaHecsa obuaynue XNecTKun yaap HOrom B rpyAb, OT KOTOPOro Ta
oT/NeTena K CTeHe, CBaJIMB MO A0POre KyBLWWH C BOAOW. TONbKO OCKOJIKK C Bpbi3ramu
BOObl HaMoroJjlaMm BO BCE CTOPOHbI noneTenn!

- 2TO ewe 470 3a bappak?! - pABKHYJ1 BHE3AMHO 4en-To Xpunabin 6ac. - Mo po3ram
cocKy4unncb?! Tak A BaM wWac yCcTpoto ¢ HUMK BCcTpedy! Haponro 3anomHuTe!

HapyLwmntenbHULbl CNOKONCTBUS B OAWH FON0C OMKHYJIN, OLIapalleHHO YCTaBUBLLNCH
Ha pacCcep>XeHHOro KoMeHaaHTa Ka3apMm, NpueaLwero Ha Wwym. Yeunaes nepen cobon
[EBYOHOK, OH He CTa/l MPUMEHSTb PU3NYECKUX MEP BO3AENCTBUS, TONIbKO Noopan
HEMHOro Ass nopsaka. MapHsaM B TakKOM C/lydae A0CTanock H6bl Mo MosaHowm
nporpaMmme.

YT0 Ke 3pech Takoe TBopuTCcA? LLlecTaa co cTpaxoM CMOTpesia Ha HaZpbiBHO opyLLero
KOPEHACTOro My>4YMHy 1 eXuiacb, OXXugas, 4To cenvac BCex TpexX XUTesibHULL
KOMHaTbl MOFOHAT K HaKa3yloLWMM, WIN KaK OHW 30eCb Ha3biBalOTCA. [10 CMYyLLEHHbIM
nMuaM BUHOBHUL, AEBYLLKa MOHSAMA, 4TO T€ U B CaMOM fenie caenajm 4To-TO He TO U
YyBCTBYIOT CBOO BMHY. ObnagHo 6yaeT nony4ynTb PO30r Nau niaeten npocTo 3a
KoMnaHuto. OQHaKO HMYero CTpawHOro He NPou3oLwWwo, CTPOrunm rocnoanH BCKope
ylien, Ha NpoLlaHMe TaK XJI0MNHYB ABEPbIO, YTO KOCSAK 3aTpsacca. PabbiHA gaxe
yOnBuIacb - HA pa3y Ha ee NaMaTu rocrnoda He ocTaBnsanm nogobHoe nosepeHune
be3Haka3aHHbIM. CocenKu NepernsaHyancCh, NPbICHYIN U KUHYINCb BbITUPATb C NoNa

BOOY.

3akKoH4YMB yOOpKY, KpacHONIMLUAsA KyAa-To YLiia, HO BCKOpPE BEPHYJ1aCb C MOKPbIMU
BOJIOCAMM - BUAMMO, Kynasacb. [TOTOM U3 KOMHaTbl UcYe3sa BbicOoKas. LLiecTas
npoBoAusa ee 3aBUCTJIMBbIM B3r140M - NOC/€e BCEX MPUKIIOYEHUI OHa TOXE He
OTKa3anacb 6bl NOMbITLCA. [leByllKa C K/IbiIkaMW ycenacbh rnepepg 3epkasioM U
NPUHSANACh pacyecbiBaTb CBOWN XXECTKNE YepHble BOJOCHI.

B 3TOT MOMEHT BCE M CNYyYMNocCh. N3 CTEH KOMHATbl B OTYAastHHO 3aBU3>KaBLUMX
AeByLWEeK yaapunm 6enbie MoOJIHUN, NX 3aKPYTUII0 B HEMOHSATHO OTKY4a B3SBLUEMCS
BUXPE, N OHM OKa3aauncb B 60/bLLIOM 3as1e, 3aN0JIHEHHOM POCKOLLHO 04eTbIMU
rocnogamu. LLlecTaa TMXo NMCKHYNa OT y»Kaca, He NOHUMas, YTO CAYHMSI0Ch N Kak OHa
ctofa nonana. [la v BCe 3TW BEIbMOXKW BOKPYI Nyranan A0 OHEMeHUS. KTO 3HaeT, 4To
UM B ronoBbl B36peneT? MoXKeT, 3aX0TAT pa3BsievybCs Ka3Hblo pabbiHM, caMoe
obbl4HOEe BeAb OJ151 rOCnof pa3BJieveHme.



- CTaHbTe BOKPYIr Hac B NATU JIOKTAX OT Kpyra n Ha paBHOM pPacCTOSAHUN ApYr OT
apyra! - nporpemMen nepekaTbiBalOWNNCS, FPEMALLNNA, HEYEeNOBEeYeCKUN ronoc, oT
KoToporo LLUecTyto 3aTpacio KpyrnHON APOXbIO.

BHe3anHo AeByLllKa MOHSANA, 4TO A0J/KHa Aenatb. OTKyda B35/10Cb B HEN 3TO
CTpaHHOe 3HaHue, pabblHA HUKOrga He cymena 6bl 06bACHUTL. OTKYAa-TO B3510Ch.
OHa Halla cBoe MecTo B Kpyry CeMepbixX 1 BbITAHYJIa PYKM B CTOPOHbI, OLLyLlasi, 4TO
€e rfnasa CTaHoBATCA NpoBasiaMuy TbMbl. ['yBbl MPON3HOCUIN KaKne-TO HEM3BECTHbIE
en 3aKNMHaHuA. Mexxay pykamm gesyliek 3abunmcb pa3HoOUBETHbIE MOJIHUN. ITO
OblJ10 CTPaLIHO, HO O4HOBPEMEHHO MPeKpPacHOo - LLecTyto nepenosiHAa0 owyLlieHne
He4YyesnoBeY4YeCKon CUJIbl, EN XOTENOCb CMEATLCA N NeTaTb. [la, XOTesoCb pacnaxHyTb
HeCyLleCTBYOLLME KPblJibsi U B3MbITb B BO3Ayx! OHa npoaosiyKasia rPOMKO YeKaHUTb
APEBHME KaK MUP 3aKIATUSA, CAaMOW AYLIOWN owylas Nx APeBHOCTb, N MOHMMas, 4TO
CTOJIKHYJ1IaCb C YEM-TO HEBEPOATHbLIM.

Korna Bce 3aKOHYMNOCh, U NATb IOHOLWEW, NpeBpaTUBLLUMECS B APaKOHA, UCYe31N B
nopTane, Llectas enBa He noTepsna Co3HaHUA. [leBYyLWKN NCMyraHHO cOnnmce B
KY4KYy, gensacb snevyatneHmamn. N paboiHa noHnmMana unx! He 3Hana, kakum obpasowm,
HO MOHMMaJsIa, XOTS OHW rOBOPWJIN BOBCE He Nno-HapTarasabCckn. OgHako nponosiykana
MOJI4aTb, C/ylwwasa pa3roBopbl Apyrux. Hago onga HavYana xots 66l NpubnnsnTenbHO
pa3obpaTbCs B TOM, YTO C HEN Caly4nsiocb. Kem 1 4em oHa cTana? A Beab ctana. U
4yeM-TO ropasao bonbwnm, 4em yenosek. Owyuiana, 4To B 060N MOMEHT MOXKET
npusBaTb CUY TbMbl. 3HaNa ThICAYN 3aKNATUN HenpeacTaBuMmon Mmown. NoHnmana,
KaK YCTPOEeH MUpP, N KAKOBbI €ro 3aKoHbl, yCTaHOBJIeHHble EgnHbiM Co3gaTenem.

HeByLwwKn npogosmkannm 6ontaTb, BOCXULLLAACH CBOEN HEMOHATHO OTKYyAa B3sBLIENCA
Marmyeckowm CUI0M N 3HAaHUSAMUN, KOorga nx BHe3anHo noabpocnno v yTawmnio B
BO3HUKLUWA NOA NOTONIKOM ropTas. Pa3gaBlmnincs MHOMOroaocChbin BU3r Oblsl HACTOJIbKO
MPOH3UTENIbHbLIM, YTO N0O6ON yCNbILWABLUNA €ro oraox 6bi.

MpoKaTMBLUMCL NO MOJ1y MYCTOro 3aja C cepbiMn cTeHamu, LLlecTaa pactepsaHHO
3aMepJia, PaCKUHYB HOrM B CTOPOHLI. ITO euwe 4T1o? O4YyepenHble Yyyneca? [la 4To xe
3TO 3a OeHb TakoW, a? YTPOM Xe elle B BoCcnuTaTesIbHOM foMe bbliia, ayKUuMoHa
noxunpanack! Co3HaHMe OTKa3blBaJsIoCb BOCMPUHMMATbL HOBOeE, Nepen riasamm Bce
NAbI10, TOWHMAO. PabbiHA Tyno cMoTpena, Kak ABe Apyrve AeBYLIKN YHEC/ N Kyaa-To
noTepsiBLLIEro Co3HaHMe pbiXero napHs. Ha nexxawunm Henoganeky 3aJnTbi KPOBbIO
TPyn OHa cTapasacb He obpawaTb BHUMAHUA, CIULLKOM Y>XX HENPUSATHOE 3pesinLLe.
MOTOM KTO-TO CKa3aJi, 4TO 3TOT MepTBeL, - uMrepaTop dsMaHa, Ho LllecTasa He



noesepwuna. Passe nMmnepatop MoXXeT ObiTb 04ET B NPOCTON TEMHO-CepbI naaw? HeT,
KOHEeYHO. B nx BocnmuTaTeNbHbI AOM KaK-TO pa3 HaBedaJsics Koposb HapTarans,
[eByLIKa XOpoLOo 3arnoMHuna 6e3ymMHyto pockolb ero oaesHuin. C yero 6.l
nMNepaTopy Xy>Xe KopoJsisi ogeBaTbCca? Bce OHM 04HMM MUPOM Ma3aHbl, CBOJIOYN. ..

- YTOo CMAanWb? - NoAoLWIa K Hell HEBbLICOKAA YepHOBOJI0Cas AeBylUKa. - iaem,
Y>KWHaTb 30BYT.

Y>XUHaTb? DTO 04YeHb Aa)ke KCTaTu, C CaMoro yTpa KPOLLUKK BO PTY He bbiio. MNoecTb
HM 0fHa pabblHA HUKOrAa He OTKa3biBaslaCb. Haflo ecTb, pa3 AalT, KTO 3HaeT, Koraa
B C/leAyoWNiA pa3 HAaKOPMST, MOTryT 1 3abblTb - HAIKOMY HET Aefla A0 TOro, Yero Tam
X0YETCS UIN He XO0YEeTCS KaKor-To HeBosibHULE. LLlecTasa BCcTana, NOKJIOHMAACh U
nocsiefoBasia 3a He3HakoMKol. KpacmBa. O4eHb KpacuBa. [Loporo, HABEPHOE, 3a Hee
3annaTunun. PabbiHe B LLECTOM MOKOJIEHUX N B FONIOBY He NMPUXoanso, 4To Kpacueas
XKEHLLMHA MOXXeT b6biTb cBOOOAHOW. [a, MoroBapmBaan, YTO B UMMNEpPUN Takoe
n3BpaLleHne BO3MOXHO, HO LLlecTas B raynble cka3kn He Bepusa C paHHero geTcTBa.
MHOro 4ero roBopsiT, TOJIbKO BOT NpaBAbl B TOM MaJslo.

BoraTbii CTON YAUBUA AEBYLUKY. H/ pa3y Takoro He BUAesa, a Ha NUpLLIecTBax
NHapoB 6bIBaTh elle He AoBoAuIack. Tam, Mo clyxaM, TONIbKO MTUYbEro MOJIOKa U
HeT. OZlHAKO NonafaTk Ha 3TU NMPLUECTBA PabblHAM He C/INLLKOM-TO XOTEJIOCb — OHU
06bIYHO MNOSABASNNCHL TaM TONIbKO B Ka4YeCTBe pa3BJieYeHUs Oss rocrnof. A Te Morm Ha
KOJ1 MOCaANTb U B MacCe 3a)XMBO CBapuUTb, ObiBann Takune ciydau. LlecTtas
BCMOMHMIA KaKoW BEPHYM B BOCMMUTATESIbHbIN 1OM MOC/I€ KOPOJIEBCKOrO Nmpa
[BeHaauaTyto, MOJTHANINBYO CKPOMHYHO AEBOYKY, M HEPBHO NoeXxunnacb. Bocnntatenu
npennoYnn nobuTb 6eOHSXKKY, IeYNTb UCKAJIEYEHHYI0 PabbiHIO CMbIC/Ia HE NMESOo, BCe
PABHO HUKTO HE KYMWUT.

- [1aBan 3HaKOMUTbLCA! - MOBEPHYNaCb K HEW YEPHOBOJ1I0Casa KpacaBuua. - MeHs 30BYyT
dnna. 9 ToxKe yvyeHuua Jleka.

OHa KMBHYJ1a Ha HOCATOlIo Kacopra, ¢ arnnetTnTomMm ymnHasLluero 6apaHb+o HOry.

- Y MeHS HET UMEHN, - XMYpPO OTBETWU/a AeBYyLKa. - 3Baaun LLecTton. PabbiHAM nMeHn
He rnoslaraeTcs, rocnogunH caM faeT enl Kakoe 3axoyerT.

- Tbl He pabbiHA! - BO3pa3una yansaeHHasa daua.



LLlecTas TUXOHLKO (PbipKHYa B OTBET, HNYYTb He NoBepuB. Kak e, He pabbiHS!
OwenHukK cHann? Hy n 41o? Knatey-To OHa fasa, n 3Ty KNATBYy camMa TbMa
noaTesepaunia. HMKyna Tenepb en oT 3TOro rocnognHa Jleka, Kak Ha3BaJsia ero
KpacaBuua, He aeTbCsa. XO0Tb Obl TOJILKO He CTasl HAaCKU/0BaTb NPUADAHO, OTBEN Kyaa-
HUbyOb. B TOM, 4TO HbIHYe Xe HO4Yblo ByaeT nsHacmnoBaHa, pabblHA He COMHeBasach.
focnoga nHa4ve He nocTtynatoT! Hageanacb TONbLKO, 4TO UM ogHUM ageno obonpeTcs,
He CTaHeT oTAaBaTb NpuaTensaM and passnevyeHuin. OHa C y>KacoM NOKOCUacCb Ha
OrPOMHOI0 KpaCcHOpPOXXero ypoaa - He nan EanHbIin emy goctaTtbcs!

OHa [o/ro He pelanach B3ATb 4TO-HUMOyAb CO CTOJ1A, NOKa NOHABLUASA
3aMellaTeNbCTBO AEBYLIKM DMa cCaMa He HamoJIHWIa ee TapesiKy pasHbiMU
HeBMAaHHbIMN AcTBaMK. LLlecTas ¢ yaoBOALCTBMEM MoOeNa, CMaKysa KaXKabl KYCOK,
BbINWJIa KPY>XXKY KaKOro-To COKa M NpuHAaach NCKOCa pa3rnsanbiBaTh J04EN 3a
CTOJIOM, CTapascCb, 4T0bbl OHM He 3amMmeTnan ee nbonbITCTBa. JeByLWKM ocobon
HaCTOPO>XXEHHOCTN He BbI3Ba/IN - TOXKe pabbiHM, cKopee Bcero. Tem 6onee 4TO ABYX U3
HMUX, KPAaCHONMLYIO N BbICOKYIO, LLlecTas y>ke 3Hana. ToNibko BOT Be/N OHU cebs
C/IMLLIKOM pa3BA3HO Ha ee B3rnaa. Jliobon HapTarasey 3a Takoe nosefeHne AaBHO bbl
BbIC€Yb BeJsiesl, a 3TN CTPaHHbIE Kacoprn TepnAaT. HEeCKObKO yAMBUAN HEYelI0BEYECKN
KpacuBble IOHOLWA N AeBYyLIKA C OCTPOKOHEYHbIMU, NOABMXXHbIMU YLLIAaMN U
MUHAANEBUOHBIMU Fa3aMu.

3amMeTunB nHTepec LWecton, 3nmna NosicCHMNA, 4TO 3TU ABOE - NlereHaapHble 3/bdbl. A
cnpsiume HanpoTuB - OpKU. TyT YK pabbiHe cTano coBceM He no cebe. O6 opkax
pacckKa3biBaJiN Takne y>Kacbl, 4TO HN B O4HOM KOLLUMape He NPUCHUTCA, NoroBapusanu
ha>ke, 4TO OHW JII0AEN 3aXKMBO NOXXUPaKT. B 3/1b¢hoB oHa NpocTo He noBepuia. Bcem
M3BECTHO, YTO NEepPBOPOXKAEHHbIE - BCEro JIMb CKasKka. [MpocTo cTpaHHbIe noan, BOT
n BCe.

- Tak, neBo4ykun! - Bctan Jlek. - CerogHsa oTAbIXaeM, a 3aBTpa Ha4yMHaeM BacC rOHATb.
FOTOBbTECH. PbXKMIN Hall HEMOHATHO Koraa B cebs npuaeT, NoToMy He Byaem TepsTb
BPEMEHMW.

B oTBeT pa3fascs WecTUronocbin obpeyeHHbIn CTOH, ToNbKO LLiecTad npomonyana, He
MOHSAB, YTO MMeN B BUAOY HOCaTbI Kacopr. Ho He xxaana ansa cebs HM4ero xopollero:
He 3ps XKe OeBYLWKWN Tak CTOHYT? lNMopoTb, HaBepHoe, byneT. JlagHo, Kyaa AeBaTbCH,
0eno npuebl4HOE. JInwb Bbl Yero Noxy>ke He npuayMasn - y My>X4YmH Ha BCAKMe
ragoctun chaHTasma 6oraTtas, Bugasa oHa, 4TO C HEKOTOPbIMU pabbiHAMUK TBOPUAN.



Bosnblie B 3TOT AeHb HMYero HeobbIYHOro He MPON30LWLJI0, 3a YTO AEBYyLUKA
nobnaromapuna npo cebsa EanHoro. Bckope 3nmna oTBeNa ee B CNajibHIo, Yemy LllecTas
o4eHb obpapoBanach - yCcTasna AoHenb3s. [MoHAB, YTO HacM0BaTb ee CeroaHs,
MOXo)Xe, He CTaHyT, pabblHA HEMHOIO yCNokKounachb N C yA0BOJIbCTBMEM MUCKYyMasnach B
bonbwom baccenHe - B BOCNUTATENIbHOM A0OME NPUYHNIN K YUNCTOMIOTHOCTW. MoToM
3abpanacb Ha OrPOMHYI0 KPOBaTb M MTHOBEHHO YCHYJ1a, CBEPHYBLUMNCb K1yOO4YKOM.

NMpocHyNnacb OHa, No NpuBbIYKe, Nepen paccBeToM, N Ternepb cuaesna, oCMbIC/IMBaAA
C/lyqmBLLEECs 3a BYepallHU geHb. CeronHAa B ee byayLiem 4To-TO NPOACHUTCA.
OnHako LecTas yyBcTBOBana cebs o4eHb HeyloTHO. YTo BCe-TakM 3Ha4vaT CJloBa
kKacopra? Kak oH ee roHATb cobpanca? KTo 6bl 3Han... BnosiHe BO3MOXHO, 4TO, CKa3as
«FOHATb», FOCNOANH Nogpa3syMeBa «Ka3HUTb» KaKMM-TO 0C000 xecToknMm obpasom.
BCNOMHMB CTpalUHYO CMePTb MOAPYrK, BO3BPALLEHHON B BOCMUTATENIbHbIA A0M
BO3MYLL,EHHbIM HEMOKOPHOCTbIO pabbliHM NOoKynaTeneMm, AeByLIKa TUXO 3anjakana.
benoHasa naTb oHen ymmnpana! A Kak OHa Kpuyana...

- BcTana yxe? - cyHyna rosiosy B ABepb dana. - bexxmm, a 1o Bnetut!

Bnetnt? HeT, aToro LWecTtonm coBceM fla)ke He HY»XHO. JlyyLle BbIMOJIHATb BCE, 4TO
CKaXyT, MOXET, NoOBEe3eT, N FOCNoAVH He ByaeT CZIMWKOM XeCTOK K Her. XO0Tb 6bl
TONbKO Aeno obownocb obbI4YHOW Nopkon! YepHoBoNOCasa KpacaBuua bpocnna Ha
KpoBaTb CBOBOAHLIN MY>XXCKOI KOCTIOM 1 Benena nepeonesatbcs. PabbiHA, He
NnpeKocnoBs, nepeoaenacs.

- berun 3a MmHon! - Bpocnna dnmna Yepes Naeyo n ncyesna.

LLlecTaa pBaHy/siacb cnegom. B 3TOM OrpoMHOM 3aMKe N MoTepATbCcAa Henoaro. BoT 3a
3TO TOYHO HaKaXyT. A KTO 3HAEeT, KaK 34eCb HakKa3blBalOT? YK, BO BCAKOM Cjly4ae, He
OHa. Jlyylwe He pucKoBaTb M BbITb NOCAYLWHON. BocnutaTenn y4nnm, 4To B Nepsbie
OHW Y HOBOro rocnognHa obsA3aTenbHO Hafo BbINONHATbL J1I0OY0 €ro NpuxoTh, AaXKe
CaMyo MANOTCKY0. Torga, BO3MOXHO, yAacTCA 3aBOeBaTb €ro pacrnosioxeHune. A 4To
eLe Hy>XHO HEBOJIbHULE? DTN MbICAIN TEKNAN NOBepXY, a B rNybuHe co3HaHnsa pabbiHu
Onnocb TONbLKO 0OHO - Oxe. 'ae oH? YTOo C HUM? XXue nn?

[leByLLIKM C/IOMS FONI0BY HECIUCb MO KopuaopaM, LLlecTon Hu pa3y B XXU3HU HE
[OBOANNOCH Tak 6eraTbh, N BCKOPE OHa 3amnbixajlacb, HO BCE paBHO NMpogoJsikaia
6exaTb, 06mBasAcb NOTOM. becyncneHHble 3aibl U KOPUAOPbLI MebKaan MUMO,
3aMOMHUTb XOTb YTO-HNOYAb He NMpeACcTaBAANOCL BO3MOXHbLIM. Bckope dnna



MPbIFrHY1a B TYMaHHYIO ObIMKY, NOSBUBLUYIOCS Bnepeau, LLlectaa 6e3 npomeaneHus
rnocsiegoBana 3a Her. OHM OKa3aJIMCb Ha OrPOMHON MJioLafKe, 3aCTPOEHHOW KaKNMU-
TO HEMOHATHBLIMU MPUCMOCOBAEHNAMWN. DTO 4YTO, ANA NbITOK? MaMo4yKa, CTPALWHO-TO
KaK...

- ABUANCb, KpacaBuubl! - NpUBETCTBOBA1 X HEAOBOJIbHbIN FOJI0C HOCATOrO Kacopra,
ny Lecton cepaue B NaTKM ywno. On, noxoxxe, cenvac 6ynyTt 6uTsb...

Ho 6uTb He cTann, ToONbKO 3acTaBunum 6eraTb, NpbiraTbh, OTXXUMaTbLCA, NagaTb. Havdanw
MoKa3blBaTb BCAKME XUTPble NpUeEMbI, NPOBEPATb PacTaXKY. C KaXAblIM MFHOBEHUEM
AeByLllKa npuxoanna Bo Bce bonbluee HeaoyMeHne. ITO YTO XKe nosiyvaeTcs, ee
apaTbcs yvaT? [a rae 3To BuaaHo, oby4vyaTb pabbiHb 60eBbIM NCKyccTBaM?! 3a Takoe
N Ka3HUTb MOTYT, KOPOJib 3anpeTus 3TO Nnoa CTPaxoMm cMepTu. Tbdy Tbl, OHa Xe He B
HapTarane, a B 9nnaHe! A 34ecb BCe BO3MOXXHO. VIMnepubl - 104N N3HaYalbHO
cyMmacweguwme, oT Hux ntobon aypocTn xaaTb MOXXHO. OQHaKO BCKOpe AEeBYLUKE
CTajl0 He A0 pa3MbIWIeHNN, BbIMOTaNlaCb Tak, Kak He BbIMaTbiBaslaCcb 00 CUX NOP
HUKorga. NpoLwno euwe HeCKoOJIbKO MUHYT, 1 LLlecTasd NnpocTo ynasna, He Bblaep>kaBs
rnepeHanps>XeHus. Bctatb cuni He xBaTuno. OHa nexxasa u TUXO niakana, oxXmnaas
Hen3be)XHoro, No ee MHEHMIO, Haka3aHUAa. XoTb Bbl TO/ILKO Ha KOJ1 HE MoCaann,
EanHbin Co3paTenb, cnacu n nommnyn, ndbaem oT Takon CMepPTMU...

- Jlek, Tbl coBCeM o3Bepesi! - YKOPU3HEHHO CKa3aJl HEKPACMBbIN IOHOLWA, MPUHSABLUNCH
pacTupaTb obangeswen pabbiHe cBeAEHHbIE Cy40pPOraMm NKpbl. - [leBOYKa nepBbIn
OeHb TpeHupyeTcsa! Henb3a Xxe Tak.

- Tbl 3TO, U3BUHW... - nogowen K LLlecTon BbIrNagawmn BUHOBaTbIM HOCATbIN Kacopr. -
A n B camoM gene 3abbin. MNepectapancs... [la, a Kak Tebs Bce-Takm 30BYyT?

- Bo, Tmn! - BO3MYTUNCA KPAaCHOPOXXUN KNbIKACTbIA ypon, npu Buae kotoporo LLecton
CHOBa 3ax0TeNloCb Kyaa-HMbyab cnpaTaTbCs. - [OHATb OEBKY Ha4vas, a UMS CNPOCUTb
3abbin! Hy, Jlek, Tbl gaellsb...

- Y MeHs HeT UMEHMU, rOCMOANH MOW... - MOMNbITaJlaCcb BCTaTb U MOKJIOHUTLCA pabbiHs,
HO el He Oanun, NPUHSBLUNCE pacTUpPaTb KaKUM-TO Naxy4YnM MacsioMm.

- B TakoM cniy4vae - Bblibepu ero cebe cama, - fobpoayLHo yablbHYNCA Kacopr.



OCMOoAVH NpMKa3biBaeT e BbibpaTb MMs camon? [Ja>ke He Hagesnacb Ha Takoe
c4acTbe. Torga... [la!

- 4l Bcerga Mme4Ttana nmetb UMA LLeH... - MoYTM HeC/IbILLHO CKa3aJsia OeBYLUKa.

- BoT n xopowo! - cHoBa ynbibHyACHA OH. - 3HauunT, LLIeH. A MeHs, KaK Tbl 3Haellb,
30BYT JlekoM. [OHATb, U3BUHN yX, byay Tebs HewaaHoO, U He TONbKO 1, HY>KHO Kak
MO>XHO ObICTpee A0BeCTM BaC BCEX 00 YEPHOro WHYpKa XoTA Obl. Y Hac C/INLLKOM
MHOro gen snepenu. Tel - ogHa 3 CeMun, Mar BHeELLHero Kpyra, a He rnpocTo 4YeJioBeK.

- 9 BbinonHio Ntobon Ball Npukas, roCrnoAnH Mo, - CHOBa NonbiTaslacb BCTaTb
NEeBYLUKaA.

- Kak-TO CTpaHHO OHa cebsa BepnerT... - 03abo4YeHHO npoBoOp4ala dnna.

- Tak pabblHa, - nosicHUA Jlek. - HapTaranbckas. B LwecToM nokoneHuu.

- U Tbl begHs)XKKe HU4ero He 0b6bACHUN?! - ynepna pyku B boka bapoHecca. - OHa xe
HNYero He NOHMMaeT, AYPEeHb Tbl CTOEPOCOBbLIN!

- [la? - pacTepsncs ropel, NoYyecas B 3aTbl/IKe. - A Kak-TO He nogyMmarl...

- He nogyman oH! - BO3MYLLEHHO TOMHYJ1a HOron 3nuna. - Tbl 4TO, He NoHAN? OHa Tebs
MPOCTO XO3AMHOM CBOUM CcyunTaeT!

- Pa3Be? - nsymwusncs Jlek.

- Ewe 6bl. Tak Beab, LLeH?

- KoHe4Ho... - noaTBepania yanerieHHas ux nepenankon paboiHsa. OcobeHHO
CTPaHHbIM NOKa3as0Cb, YTO YEPHOBOJIOCAs KpacaBuLLa BO3parkaeT rocnoaunHy, a ToT
ee He HaKa3blBaeT.

- MonmMu, Tbl He pabblHA, - NpuUcena PSaAoM C HeNM dnna. - Tbl y4eHuua. Bckope Mbl BCce
CTaHeM KPOBHbIMU cecTpaMu un bpatbsamun. PebsaTa yxe nobpaTumbl, a Mbl Noka HeT. U
Tbl paBHaa Cpean paBHbIX, Tbl CBOS Cpeaun CBOUX, HUKTO Teba He obuanT. [la, roHATb
OyoyT HewanHo, AaXke Haka3bliBaTb NOpomn, HO 6e3 3TOro Mbl FOPHbBIMU MacTepaMn He



CTaHeM.

- F'opHbIMN MacTepamn?! - 3agoxHynach LeH. - Tak n3 meHa ropHoro macrtepa
nenatoT?!

- A Tbl 4TO AyMana? - paccMesnacb Iaua.

- He 3Hato... 11 BoobLEe HMYEro y)Xe He NoOHMMal0...

- AcHo, - obpevyeHHO MaxHyN pykon Jlek. - JlagHo, 00 BeYyepa Bce cBob6oaHbI. [leBOYKMN,
Bbl y>X MoMoruTte LLleH pa3obpaTbCs, 4TO K 4eMy. A TO KaK-TO HEKpPACUBO
rnosyyaeTcs...

- be3 Teba paszbepemcs, - pasgpakeHHo bypkHyna dnuna. - Oa, a rae ato CaHTwn
DOPXOT HOCUT? He oTocnasnca ewe?

- CaHTW - HOBbIN MMNEpaTop, - TAXKENO0 B3AOXHY ropey, - a HaM ¢ pebsaTamu
NnpPeacTonT CTaTb €ro aJibhapamu.

JInuo oeByLKN OT YyCJbILLAHHOM0O MeaJIeHHO BbITAHYJI0Cb, POT MPUOTKPbLIJICA, ra3a
CTanu KpyrnabiMu. MNMpeactasuTb cebe pbKero pasrnabasas B uMnepatopax?! CAnmwKom
3T0. Pa3Be Tak b6biBaeT? 370 y Jleka WYTKU Takme? IypHOro TOHa WYTKN, MeXAy
npo4YnM. D/ina HeJO0BEepPHYMBO yCTaBMIaCb Ha ropua, HO OH BbIrIA4eN Cepbe3HbIM U
ha>ke rpycTHbIM. HO ecnu Tak, To Kak pebaTa cnpaBaTca? VX )xe BCero 4eTeepo, a
3/1bAaPOB A1 OFPOMHON CTPaHbl HY)XHO HE MEeHbLUEe WeCTNAECATU. 3HAYUT, N UM,
eLle yyeHumuam, npuaeTcsa B3BasmBaTbh Ha ceba HENOOBEMHYIO HOWY pbiLapen
npecTona, a TPeHMpPoBaTbCs B cBoboaHoe BpeMsA. Tonbko BOT ybeantb pebaT B 3TOM
OyneT on Kak HenpocTo. Hu4vero, yb6enaT. Y XXeHLWmnH HangeTca 4OCTAaTOYHO Y/I0BOK,
MPOTUB KOTOPbIX MY>X4MHa COBeEpLUEeHHO beccuneH.

OcCTaBLINCb B XXE€HCKOM 0obulecTBe, LLleH HEMHOro ycnokounaach - CTpax nepeg
MY>XYMHaMW HUKyOa He gencs. Em cTpalHo HpaBMIOCb HOBOE MMS, AEBYLUKa TO U
AEeno WwenoToM Npon3HoCcKia ero, NnepekaTbiBas Ha A3blKe N Hacla)K4asacCb ero
3By4aHueM. OHa cama Bbibpana cebe nmsa! PacckazaTb Obl KOMY-HMBYOb U3 CTapbIX
nogpyr, Tak BeAb He NOBEPAT. I/IMa OTBESa €e B HEDBONbLUYIO FOCTUHYIO, MPUHECa U3
KYXHW [Ba KYyBLUWHa ropsiyero siapTa, KTO-TO elle pacCTaBW/l Ha CTOJIe YallKn n
BCSAKME CafocTun, 60NbLIMHCTBO N3 KOTOPLIX ObiBLas pabbiHA N He BUAEa HUKOr Aa.



- A Tenepb faBanTe TOJIKOM 3HAaKOMUTbLCH, - CKa3asla OCTpoyxas Kpacasumua. - MeHs,
€CJIN KTO He 3HaeT, 30ByT ANMBK dnneBanepuna. 4, No Bawen TepMUHOIOM N,
3/bPuncKasa npmHuecca, no4b XpaHsawero CeeT, Bnagbiky dnbBapaHa. lNpuHagnexy
ApocTun. YyeHuua XpaTta CnomaHHoro Knbika, opka. LiBeT - anbinn. Mo npopo4ecTBy -
MpuHuecca.

- 9 - Paxa [ABonHOM KoroTb, YpYK-xau, - nocsenoBasa ee npMMepy KpacHoauuUas. -
YyeHunua TuHyBuaNSa dnnesanepuns, mnagwero bpata Anameu, anbda. NpuHagnexy
Ku3Hu. LiBeT - 3eneHbiin. Mo npopo4vecTBy - BTopas.

Mocne Hee No oYepenun NpPencTaBUINChL OCTajibHble AEeBYLUKW. LLIeH noHavany HUYero
He NoHMMana. Ho Bckope 3nmna pacckasana en o MNpopoyecTse MNaTepbiX. 3aTeM
nosesasna UCTOPUIO MOJIOJOIN0 MAaHXEHCKOrro ropLia, BbiICAaANUBLUErocs B ropoe
Tapcuaape U HUKaK He XKAaBLIero, YTo MUMEHHO OH CTAaHeT UCMOJIHUTENEM OPEBHEro,
noyTn 3abbliToro NnpopoyecTsa. M 060 Bcem cnyymBLiemcs Aanee. LLleH cnywana ee ¢
LUMPOKO PAacKpPbITbIMU FNa3aMu.

- Ha T1ebs, LLeH, Bce 370 06pyLLINNOCL Tak BbICTPO, KakK HX Ha O4HY U3 Hac, 1 MO3TOMY
S X04y NpencTtaBnTb Tebs Tebe e caMon, - 3aKOHYMIIA paccKas ybibawowancs

2nua. - Tel - LeH 13 AseHpgapa. NpuHaanexuwes TbMe. LiBeT - YepHbIn. Y4yeHuua Jleka
ap CaHTeHa, C KOTOPOro 1 Havasacb BCA 3Ta uctopusd. He pabbiHa, a ydyeHuua! Mo
npopo4yecTBy - Hen3secTHasa!

- HensBecTHas... - noBTopuna LeH, npobysa npo3sule Ha BKYC. [TOHPaBUIOCh.

- W Tbl HaM BCeM Moapy»xKa 1 cecTpeHkKa!

- Cnacubo... - npowenTana AeByllKa, eBa COEpP)XNUBas C/e3bl U HAKOHEL-TO NOBEPUB
B HEBO3MOXXHoe. B 10, 4yTo cBOBOOHA.

- ToNbKO Cpa3y CKa)ky: Ha HaCTaBHMKa pTa He pa3eBan! - XMTPO NpuLLypunnach
yepHoBosocasa Kpacasmua. - OH - mon. I Tonbko mon!

- MHe, KpoMe IXe, HUKTO He HY>XeH, - HecMesno yJ'IbI6HyJ'IaCb LleH.

- Jiobnwb?



- Ha... TonbKO rae oH cenyac?

- A BOT MMnepaTop Hall NPOCHETCSH, NONpPoCUM, 4Tobbl y3HaJl.

- Kakon ewie nmnepaTtop? - B3aepHysa bposun Jle. - OH e norunb.

- [la TBOW HaCTaBHUK, - paccMesnsacb 3ana. - OH U eCTb HOBbIN UMMNEpaTop.

- 9 3Hana, 4To Tak byneT! - BCTana XXpuua, B ee raasax 3a>Kercs oroHek 6esymms. -
OH - Bnapgbika, gapawmn CeeT, cToAWMNA Yy TpoHa 6oros!

- BbIxoanT, Mbl C TOOOI - Yy4eHULIbl CaMOro nMnepaTtopa?.. - 3a4yMYMBO NMPOTAHY A
Kapa, nocTykmBasa no CToay nanbLaMn CBOEN NCKaNeYeHHON pyKn. - IHTepecHo.

LLleH cMOTpesia Ha CTPaLLUHY Tpexnanyl pykKy 1 exunacb. 2/iMa KpaTKO pacckasasa
en NCTOPUI0 KaXKA0W U3 NPUCYTCTBYOLWMX. N 3Ta aeByLllKa NATb JIeT BbIHOCU1a CaMble
HeyesnoBe4yeckme NbITKKU Monya?! He cganacbk Ha MMAOCTL Nasladyen? Kak e Takoe
BO3MOXXHO? BbiBLasa pabbiHA NOHMMana, 4To CaMa He BbiHeca 6bl n CyTOK. En
CTpPaLLUHO XOTEesI0Cb YBaXKUTesIbHO MOKJOHNTbLCA becnasnon, Ho LLieH caep>xkana ceBon
nopbiB, 60ACb ocKoOpbUTHL TY.

- Ho 3To He Bce, AeBoYKN! - ronoc dma onycTUACS A0 WenoTa, caenancs
3aroBOPLUULIKUM.

- A 4TO ewe? - yameumnacb Paxa.

- Manb4yunwkmn cobupatoTca anbgapamMmm CTaHOBUTLCS!

- bpewewsb! - eaBa He BbIpOHM/IA YallKy C lapToM Tanka.

- Im He cnpaBNTbLCA BY4ETBEPOM, HY, NMYCTb - BNaTepoM! - npogosmkuna Jlegun, He
o6pamaﬂ BHMMaHNA Ha csioBa OXOTHMLbI.

- N 4To Tbl Npepnaraewsb? - CKENTUYECKN NpUNnoaHsaaa yxo Annvemn.

- 91?7 Bce npocTo. lNpegnarato HaMm ToXKe B 3/ibAapbl.



3a CToNIOM BOLApPWJI0OCb NMNOoTpACeHHOE MOJ1HaHue.

- Tbl 300p0OBa? - OCTOPOXXHO NMOMHTEepecoBanacbk Kapa. - MoxeT, Tebe nonTwu
OTOOXHYTb?

- 3po0posa!l - BO3MyTUMACh 21Ma. - A novyemy HeT?

- HUKTO 1 HMKOrga He cnblwa, 4Tobbl XXeHLWNHbI CTAHOBUIUCHL 3Nibaapamu! -
oTpe3ana becnanaga. - Yywb Hecellb.

- Ho nmnepaTpuyamm xeHwmnHbl bbiBanun, - Bo3pasuna Jleaun. - Lenbix naTb pas. Tak
no4yemy 6bl HaM N He CTaTb abAdapammn? Jinxa bega Havano. byaem nepsbiMU
JlaCcTo4YKaMu.

- CoBceM caypena... - pacTepsaHHo bypkHyna Taillka 1 NoKpyTuaa nasbLUeM y BUCKA.

- [la Bbl caMu nogyManTe, AeBOo4YKM! - Mponos/mKuia yropopbsl 3auma. - Pebatam
HaCKOJIbKO TS>XKeno npuaeTcs - nogymann? Ux Bcero 4eTsepo, Aa OAUH cTapbin. B
UMMepun paHbLLe HUKOr4a MeHbLle WeCTUAecaT 3NbaapoB He BbiBasio. Kak oHM
MOTAHYT? A eCnn N Mbl pblLapsaAMKU NpecToJsla CTaHeM, TO 3TO Y)Ke ABeHaAuaTk. Bce
nerye byger.

- B 4eM-TO Thbl, KOHEYHO, NMpaBa, - cornacusacb Paxa, noyecbiBas WeKy. - TONIbKO KTO
XX HaM nMo3BosiNT? KTO X Hac BO3bMeT?

- A TyT Kape c Jle KapTbl B pyKW, - XUTPO npuypunacsk Jlegn. - Hey>xto ase
KpacuBble OeBYLIKN OAHOIO He CJIMLWKOM N36a10BaHHOIO XXeHCKMM BHUMaHNEM NMapHS
He yroBopAaT?

MXpuua ¢ Becnanon 3aroBopLUMLKM NEPEFASHYINCL U NPbLICHYAX. NOTOM COrlacHo
KWUBHYN, flaBasi MOHSATb, Y4TO yroBopaT. OHM 3a nocnenHee BpemMs cTanaun 6Jn3Knumm
noapyramMu 1 OaBHO NMOAYMbIBaJIM 0 TOM, 4YTOObI 3ab6paThCsA K HACTABHUKY B MOCTEb.
Apyr K opyry peBHOCTU OHU MOYEMY-TO HE UCMbITbIBAIM HU Masleillein, aa u K
cecTpam no Mpopoy4ecTBy TOXKE, 3aTO HM OAHY NMOCTOPOHHIOI 0COBb XKEHCKOro noJsia
He noanycTuam 6bl K CaHTK N Ha NyLWeYHbIN BbICTPES, CYMTas TOro CBOE
cobcTBEHHOCTbLIO. U ecnu KTo nonpobyeT NogonTW - rasa BbillapanatoT!
COBMECTHbIMU YCUINAMU. MHEHME CaMOro pbiXKero noapyramMmm Bo BHUMaHue He



NPUHMManNoCb. HMKyaa oH He geHeTcs!

- 3HA4YUT, BCe COrJlacHbI? - MONHTepecoBasiaCb TOpPXXeCTBYoLWas dnuma.

OcTanbHble AeBYLLKN NoaTBepKaatLwe KnsHynu. laxxe LLleH, XxoTb n He ocobo
NMOHMMana, Ha YTO 3TO OHa corsawaeTcsa. Ho ncnbiTbiBasa KakoOW-TO COBCEM He
CBOWCTBEHHbIN el a3apT. XKMN3Hb pacKkpbiBanacb nepen bbiBwen pabbiHEN TakKNMU
CTOpPOHaMU, KOTOpPbIE OHa €elle BYepa U NpeacTtaBuTb cebe He morna. B npuHumnne He
Morna. A pa3 Tak, NnycTb bygeT 4To byger.

CoJ/lHUEe CBETWJI0 B OKHa, HaXo4sACb y>Ke O0BOJIbHO BbICOKO, KOrga cnaBLnin Ha
OFPOMHON KPOBaTW YeJsI0BEK OTKPbIJ r1a3a. HekoTopoe BpeMs OH Jiexan
HernoABM>XXHO, 3aTeM MeJIeHHO cen, obBes HeaoyMeBatoWMM B3rn1a40M CNasbHIO U
rno>xan rnsedyamun. I'ge ato oH? HeT, Bonpoc HeBepeH. Jlyylle CnpoCuTb: KTO OH?

«KTO a? - bunacb B rosioBe MbiCsb. - Kak MeHs 30ByT? OpBuH? HeT. Onap? Toxe HeT.
NooH? CHoBa HeT. Tak KaK »e Torga?»

OH nepebupan nMA 3a UMEHEM, C Ka)KAbIM ObIJ1I0 CBA3aHO YTO-TO O4EHb Ba)XHOE, HO HU
OLHO He Ka3anocCb cBoMM. O4HO TOJILKO YesioBeK 3Han TBepno. OH - nmnepaTop
dnuaHa. Ho Kakon cenyac roa? Yto nponcxognt BOKPYr? NMovyemMy OH HUYEro He
NOMHUT? KaxkeTcsd, Tenepb TpPUCTa ABaguaTbii ro4 OT BO3HUKHOBEHUS UMMNepun,
TOJIbKO 4YTO 3aKOH4YMIaCb BOMHA C KOYEBHUKaMU, a OH - TepaT Il. Tak nm 3T0? 3aTeMm
MoKa3asioCb, YTO HACTYNMJ BOCEMbCOT TPETUN rof, OH HEeJAaBHO XXEHWUCSA Ha
Kpacasuue JinpeTtTe, B 06bI4HOM XXNU3HN Byay4n KyrneyecKnM npmuKasvynkom, a 30ByT
ero... la, PaBuH IV. HeT! CHOBa He TO.

NmnepaTop 3710 Bbipyrascsa, CXxBaTUJICA 3a rOJIOBY U r1yxo 3aCTOHaJ1, packavymBaach. B
3TON NPOKJIATON rosioBe TBOPUIOCH JOPXOT 3HAET 4TO. MNonHbIN cyMmbyp. O6pbIBKMK
BOCMNOMMWHaHWN Hanosa3aau Apyr Ha Apyra, oH owyuian ceba To o4HUM YeNOBEKOM, TO
apyrnMm. To oH 6biS1 tOHOLWEN, TO CTapUKOM, TO CPEOHUX NeT My>XXYMUHON. Nnan
XeHWnHon? U xxeHwmnHon Toxe. fa, Upmunen |, Hanpumep. MnepaTpuuen n peokomn
KpacaBuuen, B NoOBCeOHEBHOW XXU3HWN YJIMYHOW TaHLUOBLUMLEN XU MOMPOCTY LWJTHOXON,
MeHsaBLen NtoboOBHNKOB efBa N He exxegHeBHO. OH Aa)ke MOMHWJI, KakK po>Xasl CbiHa.
KyTKune owyuieHus, mexxay npovum! Ho Beab oH Myxx4uHa! Nnun HeT? lMNMpuwniock
haXke CyHYTb pyKy nofg ogesno, 4tobel ybeantbca. Ho noyemy Toraa oH MOMHUT,
KaKOBO 3TO - BbITb XXeHWWHON? YTOo 3a Yylb Takaa?



- EanHbIn! - B ronoc B3Bbl1 nMnepaTtop. - [a 41o 310 co MHon?! KTo A Takon?!

- MpocHynca! - nBepb pacnaxHysackb, U B Hee BOPBaNCh IBE KPacMBble AEBYLUKW, 3a
KOTOPbIMU CnefoBan Xyaon HocaTbi napeHb. - Cnaea Tebe, Co3gaTens! MATbIA AeHb
JpbIXHET! 300PpOB Xe Thl CNaTb, PbXUA.

Pb>XUin? Ara, XO0Tb YTO-TO MNPOSCHUIIOCHL - Y HEro pb>Xne BOOCHl. Y)Xe Koe-4To. Tenepb
Obl ewe nms y3HaTb, COBCEM Dbl XOPOLLO CTasio. A KTO 3TOT HE3HAKOMeL, 4TO TakK
dhamunnbapHo obpallaeTcsa K umnepaTopy? Ero Benn4ecTBO NOMNbITanCcsa BCNOMHUTb, HO
He cmor. HaBepHoe, KTO-TO 61M3KUA.

- Tbl Kak, CaHTW? - cen Ha Kpawn NnocTesnn HocaTbin. - Mbl TYT C yMa CXO04UM, a Thl
CNULWb N CMULWb.

CaHTun?! Ero uma CaHtun? da. meHHO Tak! CaHTmnap I. A 3Toro napHs 30ByT... 30BYT...
Jlek! HacTaBHUK! A B 4eM HacTaBHUK? [lOpXOT ero 3Haer.

- 9 H/NYero He NOMHIO... - PpacTepPsAHHO CKa3a OH.

- Tak n gosXHo 6bITb, - NOKUBan Jlek. - Bepknt npegynpexgasn. He 6ecnokoncs,
yepes HeCKOJIbKO AHen npuaewb B HOpMY. Tak Bcerga boiBaeT nocae KopoHauuu.

- [la? - yanBuiaca nMnepaTop, pacTEPSHHO FMAAs Ha HAaCcTaBHMKA. - A KTO Tbl? 3Hato
TONILKO UMS.

- BcnoMHuwb, - ynblbHynca ropeu,. - A cenyac tebe Hago NAOTHO NOECTb, BbIMUTb
BMHa nobosbLue, 1 CHOBa NNOXKUTLCS CNaThb.

- Mbl camun 0 HeMm no3aboTmMcs, - BMewasiacb 30/10TOBOJ1I0CAS heByLllKa CO CMyFJ'IOIZ
KOXen n paCKOCbIMN CNHNMW TNTa3aMN.

MMmnepaTop 3a00XHYICA OT BOCTOPra - Kakasd HeBepodaTHasa Kpacasuua! BTopas
BbIri94ena 3Ha4YnTeIbHO CKPOMHEee, TUNMUYHAs YPOXXKEeHKa LeHTpaslbHbIX obnacTten
dNMaHa, WaTeHKa C BOJI0CaMn A0 ey n OBOJIbHO pe3KnMm Yyeptamm nnua. (nasa
OEBYLLKN Bbl3blBaJIN HACTOPOXXEHHOCTb - XOJI0AHbIE U XXEeCToKne. XoT4... Korga ee
B3rna4 nagan Ha umnepaTopa, oHM Tennenun. Ewe oaHo B Hen 6b110 YyANBUTENbHbIM.
Tpexnanble pyKn, MOXOXXNe Ha KNewHN MOPCKOro paka.



Jlek ywen, octaBuB CaHTU B )KeHCKOM obuiecTBe. 30/10TOBOJIOCAs KyAa-TO HEHAAO0J/Iro
ncyesna, BCKOpe BepHYBLUNCL C MOAHOCOM, 3aCTaBJ/IeHHbIM TapesikaMun. imnepaTopa
ycagunun, noasoKns emy nofd CnmHy NoAyLwKy, N NPpUHATINCL KOPMUTL. Ha BO3rnachl:
«[la He Mory g yxxe!», nogpyrn XxopomMm oTBeYdasin ToNbKO o0gHO: «Hapo!» NoMmmnmo Toro,
OHM 3acTaBun 60LHOIMO BbINUTb OFPOMHYI0 KPYXXKY Kpernkoro sBmHa. B ronose CaHTwu
3allyMesnio, N OH peLnn CHoBa nocrnaTb, HO He BbILWJIO.

[eByLWKN NnepernaHyancCb, EXMAHO YXMbIIbHYINCL N cbpocunn ¢ cebsa opexnay.
NMnepaTop He ycnen onoOMHUTBLCSA, KaK K HEMY Mo 04€es10 CKONb3HYIN ABEe
obHa)keHHble Kpacasuubl. OH nonpobosan 66110 CONPOTUBAATLCHA, HO BLICTPO CcAancs
Ha MUNOCTb NobegnTenbHUL,. Kakon My>X4MHa yCTOUT Nepen Takon aTakon? Hukakon,
HaBepHoe. He NpoLwo N HECKOJIbKMX MUHYT, KakK 30J10TOBOJIOCasA CMYrJidHKa cuaena
Ha HeM BepxoM. OQHaKo BCKOpe yCTynuaa MecTo Tpexnason waTteHke. iMnepaTopy
He NoTpeboBanoCb AaXke WEBENNTbCS, AEBYLUKN PELUNTESIbHO B3S/IN UHULNATUBY B
CBOW PYKU 1N enanun BCe, 4ero MM XOoTenocChb, He crnpawmneas ero cornacms. CKonbko
npoaoJi»Kanocb cnagkoe 6esymme, CaHTM He 3Has, 3aCHYB NPSAMO B nNpouecce -
CJ/INLLKOM N3MOTaJIN ero HeHaCbITHbIE aMa30HKMN.

NmnepaTop cnafko NoTSAHYJICA, HE OTKpbIBad rsa3. 1o npobyxaeHne Obis1o COBCEM
He NoXxo)ke Ha npegbiayuiee. Mo KpanHenm mepe, oH NOMHWU ceba camoro m Bce
cnyymBlieecs 3a nocsiegHne aHWU. Hapno xe, Jleka He y3Han! «oXun, pbxun!» -
MbICJIEHHO pacCMesAsICA CKOMOPOX, CHOBa NOTArMBasacb. Ho, noMnMo ceoen NnamMaTu,
npucyTcTBoBasia 1 Yyy>kasa. OHa Toxe Ka3anacb ceoen! CaHTU HUKAK He MOr MOHSATH,
roe ero BOCMOMMHAHUA, a rae Yyy>ume, ga>ke ecsim TOYHO 3HaJl, 4TO TO-TO U TO-TO
C/IY4NI0Cb HE C HUM.

Ocob6eHHO MUKAHTHLIMWU OKa3aIMCb HEKOTOPbIEe NOAPOOHOCTN XKU3HW XKEHLLMH-
uMnepaTpul. Hago e, NOMHUT fJa)ke ux owyuleHund. Nepen rnasamMy o4HO 3a APYrum
BCTaBaau nnua nobosHUKoB NpmMmun |. 1 3To coxpaHuniock, B Ntobon momeHT CaHTn
MOl BCMOMHUTb, YTO YyBCTBOBaJIa XXUBLUAA BOCEMbCOT NATbLAECAT NeT Ha3ang
YKEeHLUIMHa BO BpeMs BCTPEY CO CBOMMU MYy>XYMHaMN. BoT e woxa bbina! Ho ans
CTpaHbl coenasia HeMasio, HeCMOTPSA Ha CBOK LLJIIOXOBATOCTh.

B CO3HaHMM HETOPONINBO TEK/IN COBbITUSA XXNU3HEN MHOXKECTBa MMNEPaToOpPOB, NX
0cobeHHOCTU, NPUBLIYKK, 3HAHUS U YMeHUA. Bce 3To gocTanocb emy! Becb Ux OnbIT.
HeBeposaTHO. CKONIbKO Xe NeT NpMaeTcsa B 3TOM CKonuwie nHgpopmayunmn
pa3bupaTbCa?.. He 3psa umnepaTopbl B NepBble roabl 06bIYHO HUYero ocob6o Ba)KHOro
He genanun. ToNbKO eMy TaK Hesb3s - CTpaHa Ha rpaHu rubenun, n cnacaTb ee, KpoMe



CaHTu, HekoMy. Ero aTto gonr, Hu4enm 6onblue.

YMHO KTO-TO COCTaBua 3aknaTue rnepenaym sBnactu... CKOMOPOX rnosiy4us TOJIbKO
3HaHWUA, ONbIT, OLYLLEeHUS, @ BOT JINYHbIe MepeXxnuBaHnsa apyrux octasaancb dyaro B
TyMaHe. Hanpumep, OH yBa)Kajl )XeHy npexxHero nmnepartopa PuHy, fnaxe
NPeKJIOHANCA nepen Hen, HO NlobBN, KOTOPYIO UCMbITbIBaA caM MapaH, He 4yBCTBOBaJ.
N cnaBa EgnHomy! Begb Ka)Kabii U3 MMMepaTopoB KOro-to atobu. Yto 6b110 6bl, ecnin
6bl 3Ta nx NbosBb NepenaBasack BO BpeMsa KopoHauun?! C yma CONTU MOXHO, eCnu
nobnTb AaBHO ymMepLInX Nogen.

B KOTOpbIN pa3 NOTAHYBLWUCH, UMMEepaTop OTKPbIJ rasa v cpaly NOoHSAJ, YTO YTO-TO
He Tak. Ha ero rpyam nokonauncb ABe TUXO rnocanbiBaloLlme XeHCKMe rosIoBKu.
3on0TUCTasA U KawTaHoBas. JI'aT n Kapa, ero y4eHunubl. 3TO 4TO, OH C HAMK 6bIN? C
obenmn cpasy?! Mama pogHasa! 310 Kak e? CTblAHO-TO KaK... [JeBYyLUKN NPOLAOSIKAIN
Cnagko cnaTb, n CaHTU He pewnnacsa nx 6ecnokonTb. OH TOJIbKO pacTeEPSHHO
nornsanbiBana To Ha 04HY, TO Ha ApYyryto. 3a4emM 3To OHU? U 4TO Tenepb C 3TUM
nenaTtb? YTo cka)keT eMy Jlek no noBoay cobnasHeHus ydeHnuy? Bpsaa nm 4To-Hnbyab
npuaTtHoe. Ho nMnepaTop HMYero He NoMHwuA! XoT4, HeT... [ToMHKUN. B 3TOT MOMeHT
BCMOMHWJ. HUKOro oH He cobna3HsAA, 3TO ero camMoro Harso n 6ecnpuHUNMHO
cobnasHunn.

Kapa neHnBo NpUOTKpbIJIa OAUH a3, yablbHynacb, MypJibiKHY1a, Kak KOTEHOK, 1
A0BepP4YMBO NOTAHYNACb K CaHTM NONYyOoTKPbITbIMU FybamMmn. CKOMOPOX He CMOr He
OTBETUTb Ha TakKoe O0Bepue - NCKaJieyeHHasa CBATOLWaMN AeBYLIKa Bbi3blBasa y Hero
wemMaLyo HeXxxHocTb. OH 1acKoBO nouesioBas ee. Kapa cafko noTAHysacb, CHOBa
MYpJibiKHYa, NepeBepHysacb Ha CNUHY 1 noTaHyna CaHTn Ha cebs. iImnepaTopy
HMUYero He OCTaNloCb, KPpOMe KaK nogaaTtbCs. [la n He XO0TesioCb eMy OTKa3blBaTbCA.
Bckope Kapa Havyana CTOHaTb U BCKPUKMBaATb, 0OXBATMB PbIXXKEro pykaMu n Horamu, u
00 KPOBU Lapanasa emy CrnnHy. Korga Bce 3aKOH4YMJ1I0Cb, KTO-TO XXapKo 3aAblllan
CaHTK B yxo0. OH NoBepHYJ1 roJsIOBY N BCTPETW/ICA rna3amMun C CUAIWUMN pafoCTbio
packocbiMK rnasamm Jle.

- Tbl HaW... - NpoLwlenTasia 30J10TOBOJI0Cas. - TO/IbKO Haw. HnMkKomy Tebsa He oTaagum!
Cnbllunwb?

- a, - B3goxHys1 CaHTK 1 nouesnoBas ee B HOC. - [ToHAN y>Ke. Ho Bbl BCe-Taku - ABe
CBUHIOKKN BeccoBecTHble!



[leByLLKN BECESI0 PaCXOX0TasIMCb N NPUHANINCG LWEKOTAaTb ero. MimnepaTop 3aBonun
6narMm MaToM, CXBaTWA NOAYLLKY M HaYan oTbmBaTbCs. Ha KpoBaTu BoLLapuiach
Becenas KyTepbMa. Y He3aMeTHo Bowealero Jleka oT Takol KapTUHbI F1a3a cTaam
pa3MepoM C Tapesiky. YTo-To HegoBOJIbHO BypkHYB cebe noA HoC, ropeL, YKOPU3HEeHHO
noKayas rosioBov 1 BbiLLEN.

Ewe Heckonbko aHen CaHTw en, nua, cnan, ntobunn gesylwek n cHoBa cnas. NHorga K
MX NOCTEesIbHbIM NUrpam npucoegmHanacb Anameun. OHN K 1bPUNKE HEe peBHOBaIU,
CYMTasA OCTaNbHbIX MOAPYr BHELIHEro Kpyra cectpamMu, 1 roToBbl Obl/In MOAENNTLCA C
HUMN ga)ke NobuMbIM. BOT OT XKEHLLMH CO CTOPOHbI /yylle Aep>XaTbCs nogasnblue,
3To CaHTK xopowlo cebe yacHUN - XKpuua ¢ becnanonm NackoBo N 04EeHb 40X0A44YMBO
06BbACHNUAM eMy, 4TO caenatoT ¢ npentobogeemM. XKeHLKWHbI NOCe 3TOro eMY yXKe He
noHapobaTcs.

dnbdueydKka 3a npoweglee speMsa ycnena nepenpoboBaTb BCEX MY>X4YMH B 3aMKe 3a
NCKIO4YeHeM noeapa, He obpallaBLLIero Ha Hee HMKaAKoro BHUMaHus, u Jleka, Hag
KoTopbIiM LepbepoMm cTosna dnana. Jleom 4eCcTHO Npeaynpeanna cobnasHnTenbHuUY,
4YTO ee XAEeT, eC/IN NMonbITaeTcsa. Ta HeEXOTA OTCTYynuack, XOTA U [0 CUX MOP TOMHO
nornsabiBasa Ha ropua CBOMMU KPacMBbIMU rasaMn U rpyCcTHoO B3Abixasa. Ho OH He
BUAEN HUKOIrO, KpOMEe CBOEN HEHarnaaHon bapoHecchl.

Bckope CaHTy HeMHOro npuwen B cebs, yxe He NyTascsa B 4y>XKUX BOCMOMUHAHUAX
€XXEeMUHYTHO, N Ha4aJl SKCNepuMeHTUpPoBaTb C Marnen. BoIICHWIOCh, YTO OH CU/IbHEe
BCEX MPEXHUX MMrnepaTopoB, Marmyeckme cnoCobHOCTU pbIXXero CKOMopoxa
npeBblWany ga>ke cnocobHoCcTn camoro danaHa 3aBoeBaTtens. OH JOAr0 He Mor
MOHATb, NOYEeMYy Tak MNoJIy4YMUsI0Cb, MOKa HEe BCMIOMHWI, YTO ABJIAETCA HOCUTENIEM
ncTuHHoro CeeTta. a n Papny>XHbin IpakoH gan emy MHoroe... CaHTu ga)ke 3Has
3aKIATUA, NO3BONAKOWME XOANTb MexXXay Mupamu. lNoka, npasna, 3T0 eMy He
TpeboBanock. [NoTOM, BO3MOXXHO, 1 noTpebyeTca. JllobonbITHO OByaeT B3rnsaHyTb Ha
WHble MUPBbI.

A MOTOM HacTan geHb NpUHATUA JlekoM, dHeTOoM, XpaToM U TUHYBMINEM NJALLEN
3nbaapoB. OCTaBWMNNCA B XXUBbIX pbiLlapb NpecTosia Bbilles U3 TaaHa UcLueneHnsa n
OKa3asica cpefHero pocta cefibiM My>X4YUHOW NeT CoOpoKa NATW. 3Banun ero apratom.
Poaom oH 6bifl, Kak HU yaAnBUTENbHO, N3 KapBeHa. JleT TpmauaTb Ha3ad CEMbIO
[aprata NpuUroBopuIN K COXXEHUIO 3a epecb, HaBepHoe, Mo AOHOCY KOro-To 13
cocenen. Ha camom gene poantenu byayuiero snbaapa 0biiv cambiMy 00bIYHBIMK
ropoxaHamu u3 Kap-ATans, CTapaTeslbHO nocewarwmmm BCe LepKoBHbIe CY>XOblI,
obs3aTenbHble 4N MUPSH.



Mo KaKUM-TO CBOUM coobpakeHnsm Torga ewe Monoaon MapaH, UCKaBLUUNA YTO-TO B
KapBeHe, cnac ceMHagUaTWIeTHEro napeHbkKa, TeNenopTMpPoBaB ero B /MaH NpsMo
N3 KOCTpa. TOT NPENCnosIHUICA K CNacUTesio TpeneTHon 61arofapHOCTbLIO N BCEM
cepauem Bo3HeHaBuaen 6biBLWIYO POANHY, CTaB CBUAETENIEM CTPALLHON CMEPTH
poanTenen. Yepes aseHaguaTb JIeT CTapwmim macTtep boesoro 6patcTtea OapraT ap
Pn3oan npuvHAN naaly, pbiLaps npectosa U3 pyk nmnepaTtopa.

Kak oKa3anocCb, BO BpeMs UHNLMALNKM 3NbAapbl TOXe noJlyyajn BOCNOMUHAHUA CBOUX
npenlwecTBeHHUKOB, HO UM NepefaBasioCb 3Ha4YUTESIbHO MeHbLUe UH(popMaLnmn, Yyem
nmnepaTtopy. KaXkabi peilapb NpecTosa, yxoas Ha NoKOoW, OCTaBAsaN C/IeNoK CBOeN
NamMaTU B OFPOMHOM KpUCTasijie, XpaHAaLeMcs B 3aJe LepeMoHuin 3aMkKa Npu3pakos.
NHpopMaumsa coxpaHanacb NocpencTBOM 3aKNATUN, pa3paboTaHHbIX B HE3anaMaTHbIe
BpeMeHa caMuM dnnaHoM. CaHTU n cam Mor 6bl co34aThb NOAOOHbBIN KPUCTasII, HO
6narogapun EQMHOro, 4TO €My He HY>KHO 3TUM 3aHUMATbCA - 3TO AesAHMEe [OoPOoro
fanocb 3aBoeBaTesio, begHAry Ha uesbld rog napanan3osBasio. 3aTO CO34aHHOEe UM
XpaHunanuie NpoCcayXuT, KaK MUHUMYM, eLle HECKOJIbKO ThICAY JieT.

HdapraT npueBen KPoBHbIX 6paTbeB B 60bLWON 3a/, HAXOAALWMNCSA Ha CaMbIX FyHOKMX
YPOBHSAX 3aMKa Npu3pakoB. B HeEM HMYero He BbIs1I0, KPOME FMraHTCKoro, csabo
CBETALErocs KpucTasanaa, HanoMMHatloWwero asMa3s - ecnm 6bl MOram Cyuw,ecTBoBaTb
aJiIMa3bl TAaKNX Pa3MepoB, Ca>KeHen NATn B AnameTpe. TONbKO B 3TOM MeCTe YeloBeK
MOr CTaTb 3/bAapoM. [la, A0 CuX pbiLapsaMn NpecTosia CTaHOBUAUCH TOJIbKO N0 AM,
cerogHsa nepen XpaHunuwiem NMNamAaTn Bnepsble 3a NOATOPbI ThiICAYN NeT CTOAIN 3bg
n opkK. CaHTN HEMHOI0 BOJIHOBAJICHA, EMY COBCEM HE XOTENOCb NPUYNHATbL Bpes
apy3baM. OgHako JapraT 3aBepusl CKOMOPOXa, YTO KpucTanny 6e3pasimyHo Kakoe
Cyw,ecTBO nepeg HUM, nnwb 6bl OHO MMeNno pasyMm n aywy. Tem 6onee 4To XpaT C
TUHYBMN3IEM - HOCUTENN NMEepPBO34aHHbIX CU.

- Jlek ap CaHTeH! - BbICTYNuU BNepes uMnepaTop, NnamMaTb MapaHa noAcka3biBasia
€My HY>XHble CJIoBa. - FOTOB /I Tbl OTAATb BO MMS CJIY>XEHUS UMMEPUN CBOI XKN3Hb U
CBOO AyLly? FOTOB NN Thl NPUHATL MJIall pbiLapsa npecTosa?

- [oTOB, TBOE Beninm4ecTBO! - ONYyCTU/ICA Ha OAHO KOJIEHO roped,.

- Oa 6ynet Tak! - CaHTn ocBoboann cuny, cnaetas 3aknaTme CANSHUS CO3HaHuS.

N3 KpncTanna BblpBasiCs BETBALMNCA YepPHbIW pa3psas N oKyTan Tesno Jleka ceTkon
MaJieHbKUX MOJIHUI TOr0 Xe LBeTa. [opel rnyxo BCKPUKHY N PYXHY Ha non,



3abuBLuNCb B cypoporax. A Korga npuwen B cebsa v Bctan, 3To 6bin yxe anbaap B
cepo-cepebpncToM naalle Co CKpPbITbIM TYMAaHHON Mackon nuuom. MNpasaa 4yBCTBOBaN
OH cebs Ha pefKOCTb FHYCHO - F0JI0Ba KPY>XKAacb, TOWHWUAO, MbICAX MYy TanCh.
OTKy[a-To B35J10Cb MHOXKECTBO COBEPLUEHHO HenpeACTaBMMbIX PaHbLUe 3HAHUN.

3a JlekoM 0bpaf npoLwsin ocTasibHble. Bce NOBTOPUIOCH OAMH K OOHOMY, TOJIbKO LBeT
MOJIHUW Y TUHYBN3NA BblN 3eneHbIM, y XpaTa - ajibiM, @ Y DHeTa - CUHUM. Bckope
CaHTun ¢ apraTtom OoTBeJIM HOBOUCIEYEHHbIX pbiLapei NpecTosia OTAbIXaTb - UM TOXe
NpeacTossio NPoCnaTh HE MeHblUe Tpex AHen, 4Tobbl NpunTn B cebs.

BepHyBLWNCb B CBOW NMOKOW, MMMepaTop yCTan 0 PyXHYJ1 B KPeCsio - He Tak J1erko,
OKa3blBaeTcs, fancsa emy 3Tot 06psag. CHoBa B rosloBe NepeMeLlnBaincb 0bpbIBKU
BOCMNOMUHAHNIN OECATKOB /logen, ot4ero emy 6b110 TOWHO 40 HEBO3MOXHOCTMW.
PewnB BbIBMBaTb KAUH KJIMHOM, CaHTU NMPUBLIYHO Y>Ke A0CTaJl NOCPenCTBOM 3aKNATUS
1n3 noaBasioB 6OYOHOK KPENKoro BUHa CTOJIETHEN BblAEPXKU. K Mpuxony AeBYyLUEK OH
ycrnen BbiNUTb NOJIKYBLUMHA U npebbiBan B 61aroayLwiHOM HaCTPOEHMUMN.

- DTO elle 4T0? - OCTOPOXKHO MpuUHIOXanacb Kapa. - Noxoxxe, Halw 61aroBepHbIn
HaXXpasics, Kak rnocsiegHsasa CKOTuUHa. [lpaTtb ero Hekomy!

- N Haxxpancsa! - noBonbHO noaTBepann CaHTU, NMbSAHO YXMbINAACh. - A 4TO, HENb3A?

- NMoyemy xe, MOXXHO, - Bpocuna Ha Noapyry HegoBOMbHbIN B3rnan Jle, nogas Ton
CUrHan Mon4vaTb. - TONIbKO C Yero?

- PebsaT anbhapamu caenann.

- begHble... - moco4vyBcTBOBaJa Xpuua, CHOBa NMOKOCUBLUNCL Ha 3aUHTEepecoBaHHO
B34epHyBLUYlo 6poBb becnanyto. - UM Tak TpygHO NpuaeTcs...

3aTeM cena Ha NMoaJIOKOTHUK Kpecna, nognuna CaHTK elle BUHa 1 npocnegnna,
4T0Obl OH BbINWJ KPY>XKKY A0 AHA. PI>NI 4TO-TO pacckasbiBasl, pa3MaxmBan pykaMmu,
[aXke NblTancs TaHUEeBaTb - HACTOJIbKO MbsAHLIM OH He 6bln AaBHo. Moapyru
noafakuBanm emy, slaCckasancb, YTO-TO FOBOPWIN, B YHEM-TO MbITaNINCb YoeanTb. Yero
>Ke OHM XOTAT? BnpoyeM, ecnm XeHLWMHa Yero-To Xo4eT, Jiy4lle el 3To AaTb, BCe
pPaBHO He oTCTaHeT. [T0OTOMY OH COrJlacuCcsl, CaM He 3Hasi Ha 4To. Jle nouenosana ero
N TYT )Ke noaHecna euwe BMHa. Cny4ymBLLIeecsa 3aTEM UMMNepaTop NOMHWUI YyPbIBKAMN.
OH no4YeMy-To CHOBa CTOSJ/1 B 3ajle XpaHuUauLLa, CHoBa Npomn3HoCcKA csioBa obpsaa



npeBpaLlleHnsa YesioBeKa B 3/ibaapa. Ho Koro oH nocesawan? Yben ero EanHbin, ecnm
CaHTun 3Han aTo.

- TBoe BenmyecTBO! - gOHecCcsa 40 nMnepaTopa 4Yen-To 3701 ronoc. - Bctasan!

- M-M-M... - NOBEPHYJICA Ha ApPYyro 60K CKOMOPOX.

- [la BCTaBaW e Tbl, CKOTMHA! - 3acTaBuia ero NoAnpbIrHyTh NOLEeYMHa.

Pe3ko ceB, CaHTK 3aCTOHaJ, packa4ymBasCb CO CTOPOHbI B CTOPOHY. (0n10Ba
packasibiBanacb, Nepen riaasamMmum Bce Nibiao, TOWHWMAO. XKyTb Kakasa! lNepen Hum
CTOSA pa3bspeHHbIn daprar.

- Tak, C HEro ToJIKy cen4dac, 4TO C KO3J1a MOJIOKA... - TSXKEeNI0 B3AOXHYJ 3bAap,
YKOPWU3HEHHO NoKa4vas rosioBon 1 NoBEpPHYJICA K CTeHe, Ha KoTopon B o6niavyke TyMaHa
nosBUJIOChL NNL0 BepkuTa.

- Yero Tebe ewe? - He[oBOJILHO OYPKHY 1 NoBap.

- He Buanwb? - KNBHYN Ha CTOHyLWero nmnepartopa HdapraT. - Y 3Toro npuaypka
TpaxaHoro noxmenoe! Paccony gan. OH BY4epa Takoro HaTesopwu!

- N1 4TO XXe oH HaTBOpPUAN?

- Y107 [leBOK B anbAapbl nocBATU!

- [la Tbl 4TO?.. - OLIapaLUIEHHO BbIAOXHY MOBap, MEAJIEHHO CMoJi3as Mo CTEHEe Ha MoJ.
Ero nnuo ctouno ocoboro onucanHus - 6enoe, kKak Men, rnasa KBagpaTHble, HUXKHASA
4yenlCTb OTBUCSA A0 rpyau.

- Ecnm 6bl! - nomopLmncsa fapraT. - 9 npoBepus - yBbl, 06psia npoBeneH NpaBusibHO,
NnepBMYHbIE U3MEHEHUA Ten Hanmuo. Cenvyac OTChINalTCs, Noce3aBTpa NPMAETCS
HaYMHaATb Y4YMUTb UX.

- [a-a! - BbioxHyN BepkuT. - OHM HaM Tenepb Has3/IbAAPAT...



- To4Ho! JTagHoO, fan paccona, Hago OTNOUTb 3TOr0 PbIXKEro namoTa, Aa NoroBopuTb C
HVUM MO gywam.

Korga CaHTU HeMHOro npuwen B cebs, [lapraT NpuUHSACA opaTb Ha Hero, coobulas,
rae oH BUAasl TakKUx UMMNEpPaTopoB, N B KAKOM Buae. Ml Kyga 3ToMy camoMy
nMnepaTopy cnenyeT oTnpPaBuUTbCS. M Mo KakMM MecTaM NnporynsaTbcs. OnewmnBLUInNiA
CKOMOPOX CJIyLLIan ero, pa3vHyB POT - CTOJIbKO M3OLLPEHHOI PyraHn B CBOW agpec
C/bIlaTb €My elle He AoBoAMNoCk. K ToMy »xe, CaHTK 0 CUX Mop NMoYeMy-To
Ka3asocCb, 4TO 3a4HULIA JOPX0Ta - Henoaxoasauiee A NpPorysiok MmecTto. HeyioTHO
Tam.

- Tbl XOTb NOHMMaeELWb, YTO HaTBOPWUJI, CKOTUHA?! - 3aKOHY1J1 CBOW BOOXHOBEHHbIN
MOHOJ10I" 3J1bAap.

- A 4yero Takoro s caenan? - OCTOPOXKHO NoMHTepecoBasics npebbiBatoLLNiA B
HeZLoyMeHUN nMnepaTop.

NapraTt 06bacHuA. Koraa CaHTuW ycabllan 3TO, OH CXBATWJICA 3a FO/I0BY U B3BbIJI.
3aTeM NPUHANICS METOANYHO BbIANPATb U3 CBOE PbIXKEN LLIEBEOPLI KN0YbS BOJIOC.
Tenepb yaneuaca yxke anbaap. OH He cpasy NOHSJ, YTO UMMNEepPaTop HUYEro He
MOMHWT.

- CNbSHY, 3HAYUT... - YKOPU3HEHHO NoKavan ronoson OapraT. - Hy, Tbl AaeLwb,
napeHb... TBOM Harnble geBkn Tebs npocto ob6Benn BOKpyr nanabLa.

- OHM y MeHs nonpsbiratoT! - 3710 6pocun CaHTw.

- Mo3aHo, - 06peyvYeHHO MaxHYJ1 PyKOW pbillapb npecTtona. - OHW yXKe 3ibAapsl, U
HMYEero c 3TUM He nofenaelwsb. Ha3an noporu HeT.

MpoLlsio elle ABa AHA, U PbKUIA CKOMOPOX OTMPABUJICA B CTOJINLY - BPEMEHU He
0CTaJIoCb BOBCe, Hafo 6bis10 y3HaTb, Kak 06CcToAT Aena. OH B3aa € co60M TONbKO
llapraTa, ocTasibHble H6blK eLle He roToBbl. OBMXKEHHbIE B JlyHLUMX YYBCTBAX AEBYLUKM
OTAbIXa/IN B CBOMX KOMHATaX, JIeXXa Ha XNUBOTaX - pa3bspeHHbIi A0 6enoro KaneHus
MMnNepaTop JIMYHO BbIMOPOJ BCeX cemepblX. OT aywun. X HacTaBHUKK He CTaan
BO3paXkaTb NPOTUB HaKa3aHUS - 3aC/y>XKUIM, HE ManeHbKne, AaBHO Nopa Hay4nTbCs
NOHUMaTb, YTO AeNaellb, U HECTU OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a COHBCTBEHHbIe NOCTYNKU. [laxe
Jlek He Bo3parkaJl, XOTS MOPLLUACS N B3AbIXa, C/blla NPOH3UTENbHbIA BU3I CBOEN



AparoueHHon 31a BO BpeMs 3K3eKyLun.

(naBa 3

PoxxaoeHue yparaHa

BOJIHbI MArKO BUANCL B MUPC, pacnpoCcTpaHas BOKPYr 3anax MHWUJbIX BOLOPOCHEN,
KaKNX-TO OTXOO0B, eLle 4ero-To HeNnoHATHOro. HenosToprnMasa BOHb 60/bLLIOro NopTa.
MporynueaBwmnincsa no HabepexxHom CaHTn noMmopwinica. Hapo byget oba3aTth nogen
cobntogaTb YMCTOTY, He BpocaTb B BOOY BCAKYO rafaoCcTb. XoTs 6bl B Nnpeaenax
CTONMNUBLI. DTO MOpe, a He NoMouKa. lNMpuaeTcs, NoXanymn, yCTaHOBUTbL WTpad 3a
BbIOpOC Mycopa B MopTy. B ropodax y>Ke npmBbIKAN He ragnTb cebe noa Horu, Hago
NPUYYNUTb He genaTb 3TOro U B APYrnx MmecTtax.

Nocne noxopoH MapaHa NpoLwsio ABa AHA. DbAapbl HOCUNCE MO BCEN CTpaHe,
rOTOBA CBATOLUAM BMeCTe C 3aroBopLUmMKaMy HECKOJIbKO MHTepPEeCHbIX CHOpPNpuU30., a
nMnepaTop pasMbIWIA, NPOXaXKMBasACb MO TOProBOMY MOPTY CTONMULbI. Ha OaHHbIN
MoMeHT CaHTun bbbl paf, 4TO y Hero ABeHaauaTb pbiLapen Nnpectona, a He NATb, U
NOMUPUICA C Pa30bMKeHHbIMU AeBYyLWKaMn, CMUPUB CBOKO MOPAOCTb U MOMPOCUB Y HUX
npowieHusa. NpocTtuanm ero, Nnpasaa, He cpa3ly u He Bce. Kapa ¢ Jle npoaosikanun
OYyTbCA, U nepecTanan NPUxXoanTb Mo Ho4YaM. Hu4ero, co BpeMeHeM BCe npuaeT B
HopMy. inn He npnaeT. NaBHOe cenyac BOBCe He 3T0. [NaBHOe - BbIbBUTb CBATOLW C
TeppuTopumn d/naHa, a 3TO HeJlerko caesiaTb, BOeBaTb KapBeHLUbl YMeIoT, K
coxaneHuto. dnbaapos 66l Nnobosnblue, ABeHaALaTb pblLapen Npectosa - BCe paBHO
Kanssa B MOpe, He cnpasBifinTCA. IX HY)KHO He MeHbLUe WeCcTUAeCATH, a y4lle -
bonble cTa, Torga NosABUTCA BO3MOXXHOCTb KOHTPOJIMPOBaTb UMMEPUIO Mo-
HacTosLweMmy.

HoBbI KaHLJ1Iep Ha YAUBJIEHNE XXECTKO MPUHAICA HaBOAUTb NOPALOK B 9KOHOMUKE,
nepsble Kopabnun ¢ NPOAOBOILCTBUEM Y)KE MPULLN B CTONNYHbIN NOpPT. Kakum
obpa3om PaTtexu-mnagwmn pobunca atoro, CaHTU He 3Has, HO BUAEN, 4To He owmnbes
B Bblbope. To, 4TO paan OOCTUXXEHUS 3TOW Lenn KaHuJsiep OTNpaBua Ha naaxy
HECKOJIbKNX apUCTOKPaTOB 1 6oraTbix TOProBLUEB, UMNepaTopa He BOJIHOBAJ10: HEYEero
Ha>KMBaTbCA Ha 6bepe poaHOWM CTpaHbl! BONLLWMHCTBO BbICOKMX JIOPAOB Mocsie
cny4mBLLerocs npennoyso ybpatbcs U3 dnmMaHaapa BOCBOSICK, U OTCUMIXKMBAINCH MO
CBOMM NMOMeCTbAM. [NossBNeHMe nMnepaTopa apuCcToOKPaTOB HUYYTb HE BAOXHOBUJIO -



Cpa3y NnoH4AJIN, 4HTO HN4Yero Xxopowero oT HOBOro rnoeeJyintesid UM XOaTb He
npmnxoagnTcs.

Ha ceBep cnewHo nepebpackiBanu Yyepes nopTasbl AUBU3UIO 38 AUBU3NEN, YHTO A0 CUX
nop CYNTaNIOCb COBEPLUEHHO HEBO3MOXHbLIM. Mano Toro, XpaT Hasefascs B Pypk-
Hxanan v porosopwscsa ¢ Karasom o BblAeNeHNN UMNepUn OeCAaTn IINTHbIX erepckmnx
nosikoB. TO-TO KapBeHLbl 0bpanyoTcs, yBuaeB, C KEM UM NPeacTOUT CXBaTUTbCA!
Ecnum noctapaTbCA, MOXXHO OHA 3a Tpu oTbUTb Yy AnbsiHCa OpraoH, a To n TaBeHTasb.
MaccnpoBaHHOIro yaapa Bparv He XXAyT, HEOTKyAa Ha ceBepe B3ATbCA CBEXUM
BOMCKaM nMmnepumn. O4eHb XOpOLLO, YTO He XAOYT!

FOr noka ocobon 03abo4eHHOCTN He Bbi3blBasa. bnaro, cteHbl KOXXHbIX LluTanenen
Obl/IN HAaCTONIbKO KPENKNUMU, 4TO AaXKe exeQHEBHO 3aKJlafblBaeMble KOYEBHUKAMM
MopoOXoBble 3apsanbl He cMoram NpobuTb 6pewb. HeyanBnuTenbHO, TONLWMHA TaMOLIHNX
CTEH NMopon focTuraeT TpUauaTn IoKTen. BapBapbl € NanagnHaMmu aTakoBaam BANO,
MOHMMAH, YTO CMbIC/IA B 3TOM HET - TOJIbKO rMbHYTb 6€3 ToNKy. OHM ABHO 4ero-To
XAOyT. Ho 4Yero? JlagHo, NyCTb XAYT, CKOpo noxayrtca! Byepa Bedepom CaHTU OOATO
rosopun ¢ ®apTassieM U Takn fobMACA OT HECFTOBOPYMBOIro 3/1b(ha 3aK04YeHUSA Coto3a.
Ewie HEMHOro, 1 N3 3aKOIA0BAHHOIO fleca BbINAYT AECATKM TbICAY HE 3HAOWKUX
rnpomMaxa JIY4HUKOB 1 3Beanien 3eneHon CTparku, Masio B 4EM YCTYNaloLWMX FOPHbIM
MacTepaM. JllobonbiTHO 6b110 6bl YyBUOETHL LA KOMaHAYIOWNX BOMCKaMKN asibsHCa,
Korga oHu y3HawT 06 3ToM.

Bbina y nmnepatopa ewe ofgHa 3abota. OH NOHEMHOry Ha4YMHam XaneTb, YTO
CBsi3aCca ¢ Tpynnoun [)Kako, B 0ANHOYKY 6b1110 6bl Kyaa npouwe. Mpnxoamnocs
MOCTOSAHHO NPUAYMbIBaTb OTFOBOPKU, YTOObI 06BACHUTL CBOE OTCYTCTBME. Kpome
TOoro, CaHTun 3abbls1, 4TO CZIMLLKOM MHOIME 3HasIn: OH CTaJl TOPHbIM MaCTEPOM U
apucTokpaToM. Ero Mmorsn y3HaTb B Muo. MMo3ToMy npuaeTcs NOCTOAHHO HOCUTb
MOPOK, HECJIOXKHOE 3aKNaTue, npugyMaHHoe ewe 31maHoM 3aBoeBaTesieM. Llmpkayn
OyaoyT BnAeTb CBOEro nasua o4HUM 4esI0BEKOM, @ 3pUTeNIn - COBCEM APYrUM.
Moxoxxum, HO Apyrum. Hapo ewe yroeopuTh [1>Kako B34Tb Jle, nmnepatopy
TpyaoHoBaToO NpuaeTca 6e3 anbaapa nog 6okom. Unu caenaTtb anbhapom Puka? Mo
MOpaJibHbIM Ka4yecTBaM MapHULIKa BroJsiHe NoaxoanT. Bonpoc TonbKo: 3axo4eT nn?
Ha n XXpunua BCe paBHO He PeLINTCS OCTaBUTb CBOEro HeHarnsgHoro Bnaabiky 6e3
KOHTpPOos1A. OHa Kak-TO pa3 noceTuna BbICTYNJeHne Tpynmnbl, 3aMmeTuna bpocaembie
Henven Ha pbhkero nasua TOMHbIe B3r/14bl, U 3aBepusa, 4To ecam OH cobnasHnTcs,
TO CUJIbHO NoXasieeT. Ho, HecMOTpSA Ha BCe MUHYCbI, CaHTK pagoBascs, 4TO CHOBA
CTal CKOMOPOXOM. IT0 ero cyabba, ero npmussaHue. Notomy nyctb byaeTt TpyaHo,
BO3MOXXHOCTb XOTb U3peaKa BbICTyrNMaTb OKyraJsa BCe.



YT0-TO NpuBEK/IO BHMMaHWe, U CaHTK oCcTaHoBUCA. Ha nupce, ¢ HeJoyMeHnem
ornsiabiBasicb Mo CTOPOHaM, CTOSI/IN 04E€Hb HEMPUBLIYHO OAEThble IOHOLLA C AEeBYLUKON.
Benobpbicble, LLMPOKONMLbIE, HEKPACUBbIE, ronybornasblie N 04eHb ApYr Ha Apyra
noxoxxue. BHo 6paT ¢ cecTpoi. Ha HMUX BblIN MPOCOJSIEHHBIE LLUMPOKNE YEPHbIE
NMOJIOTHSIHbIE LUTAHbl U KOPUYHEBLIE KYPTKUN N3 KOXKW KaKOro-TO MOpPCKoro 3Beps. Kak
6bl HEe 13 KOXXU TaBHa. Hu4ero cebe, Takne KypTKU CTOUIN ONKUX OEHEr U MOTJN
CNY>XWUTb YEJIOBEKY BCIO XKN3Hb - MOPBATbh UX NPAKTUYECKM HEBO3MOXXHO. oe 370,
WHTEPECHO, Tak oaeBatoTcsA? [[Ae AparoueHHbIX KOX CTOJIbKO, YTO U3 HUX MOTyT
No3BONNTb cebe CUNTb KypTKK Aake HeboraTble noam?

CaHTuV NopbI/ICSA B OCTaBLIENCS OT NPEXXHUX MMMepaTopoB HEOOBATHOW NaMATH U
BCKope coobpa3unn. Takoe BO3MOXXHO TOJIbKO Ha dpaBare, ocTpose BeTpoB, ckonuuie
ronblX CKas nocpenn benoro okeaHa. Tam Xunm poibakm 1 OXOTHUKKM Ha MOPCKOIo
3Beps. Kak HM CTpaHHO, OOBOJIbHO MHOI0, HECKOJIbKO ThICAY - pPblObl B OKeaHe
XBaTaso, WKYpPbl TABHOB TOXE 0Y€Hb LLEeHWUINCb, MO3TOMY OCTPOBY ObINIO 4TO
npennoXnTb Ha Npoaaxky. XXutenm phasara noCcTaBasavm B METPOMNOJINIO
becHncneHHoOe KOIMYeCTBO CYLLUEeHOM 1 KOMYeHoW pbibbl, MOpCKMe aennkaTechl,
omMapoB 1 Kpabos, NKpy, rybkn n ewe MHOXXeCTBO AapoB Mops. HO OCHOBHOW CcTaTbewn
[0xo4a BCe-Taku oCTaBasINCb BblaenaHHasa ocobbiM 06pa3oM Ko)Ka TaBHOB,
0611060BaBLLUMX OTMENN Y KOXKHOWN OKOHEYHOCTU OFPOMHOro ocTpoBa. OXoTa Ha HUX -
0eno Henerkoe n onacHoe, TaBH nMen pasmep HebonbLwoOro goma, ybuTb €ro MoXXHO
OblN0, TONILKO NoMNaB raprnyHoOM B r1a3, U He fan EQuHbIN NPOMaxHYTbCA - OXOTHUK
MFHOBEHHO npeBpaLLascsa B ANYb.

[leBylliKa CMOTpesia Ha HEMOHATHYIO e CyeTy CO C/ie3aMm Ha rnasax, loHoLwWa Kycan
rybbl n cxmman Kynaku. A Beab y pebaTt, noxoxe, kakasa-to 6ena. 1 obpatuTbCs, cyas
Mo nx Bnay, He K Komy. CaHTM NOHAN, 4HTO HE CMOXKET NPONTU MUMO. TeM Bonee 4TO C
Ha4aJsla BOVMHbI U3BECTUI C DpAaBara He NocTynaso - rapHMU30H TaM OblN1 COBCEM
HebonbLIMM, N CBATOLIAM He cocTaBuo 6bl ocoboro Tpyna nepebuthb ero. a un
CJTYy>KWUJIM Ha OCTPOBE B OCHOBHOM MOXXWJIble BETEPaHbI, A0XKNBaKOLWME OCTaBLLUMECS
rogbl B Ternae v rnokoe.

- MpueeT! - npnbnnsnncsa oH. - Bel ¢ Ipaasara?

- 34paBCTBYNTE, YyBa)XKaeMblll rocnoanH! - HeyBepeHHO NMOKJI0OHWUJICS OHOoLWa,
nepernsHyBLUMACS C CECTPON, B F1a3ax KOTOPON BCMNbIXHYNa Hagexda. - a. A oTKkyaa
Bbl 3HaeTe?



- [la Tak of4eBaloTCs TONbKO Y Bac, - yNblIbHyncsa CaHTu. - Y Hac 34ecb KypTKa 13
KOXXWN TaBHa YeTblpecTa 30/10TbIX, KaK MUHUMYM, CTOUT.

- CKonbKo?! - nonesnm Ha nob rnasa oCcTpoBUTAHMHA. - Kowmap... MHe Mos B Tpwu
Tapxema obownack, ToNbKO 3a nowwns. Cam TasHa ybun!

- Mospgpasnstw! Cnbliwan, 3TO HeNerko.

- Ewe 6bI, - noexxunnca roHowa. - Ewe HemMHoro, n oH 66l MHOKO nNoobenan. TonbKoO
3TO...

OH 3amMo/14an, CKaB KyJlaku.

- CNy4mnnocb 4To-HMbyab? - HacTopoxXmnca CaHTn.

- CBATOLWMW... - Ha rNa3ax OCTPOBUTSAHMHA MOABUIUCH Cie3bl. - [IBe Heaenu Hasap,
NaTb Kopabnen npuwnun. Mel gyMmanu, TOproeaTb, Kak 00bI4HO, @ OHMN...

- YT0?

- FapHN30H Nepebunnu, a NOTOM JIIOAEN 3a)KNBO XKe4b Havdanun. MNany ¢ MaMon COXIn,
oTua Mukasns, a ¢ AUKW...

OcTpoBUTAHMHa 3aTpPAcso. OH He cpa3y CMOr YCMOKOUTbLCA, MPOAOJ/IKUB TOJIbLKO Yepes
HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUN:

- C ceCcTpuykKn Moen MiagLllen Koy 3a>X1MBo cogpanu... En xxe Bcero gecsatb net
obino! 3a 4To pebeHka-To?!

- MoTOMY 4TO 3BEPU OHW, - CKPUMHYN 3ybamMn nMnepaTop - ero Aoar 6bi1 3alWmnTUTb
3TUX NOAEN, a OH He 3aWnTua. - NMoagemM B TPAaKTUP, pacckakellb nogpobHee.
Mo)xeT, cyMeto YeM MoMOYb.

- Cnacnbo BaM, yBakaeMbll roCnoguH, - MOKJIOHWaCb AeBYLIKa, BNepBble noaaB
rosoc. - Mbl y>X 1 He 3HaNn K KoMy obpallaTbCs, HUKOMY 00 Hawen beabl gena HeT...



- FOpHbIX MacTepoB UCKaTb Hafo 6b1s10, OHM Bbl NpUCAYLWannNCb, - BYpPKHYN
CKOMOpPOX. - MeHs, kKcTaTn, CaHTK 30BYT.

- A MmeHA - Knpek. Ee - Bka. N3 poana dansexo.

- MpNATHO NO3HAKOMNTbLCSH, - MPUBETANBO YJbIBHYNCA CKOMOPOX, BEAS OCTPOBUTSH K
asepun 6amxxanwero NOpTOBOro TpakTuUpa.

MockosbKy ObINI0 YTPO, HapoAy B «4epHOM HapBasiie» cnpeso HEMHOro. Heckosibko
NOMATbLIX MaTPOCOB C TOProBOro Kopabnasa 3asnmBann NOXMesbe 3/1eM, Aa NOXOXKUNA Ha
BCTpenaHHOro Measens KanmtaH B 3aCajleHHOM HallenHOM njiaTke MpavyHoO Kypui
TPpybKy 1 ornawan TpakTup nsowpeHHon bpaHblo, NPOKANHaA Kakoro-to Jamupa,
NoACYHYBLIEro emMy rHusble KaHaTbl. CaHTW 3aka3an cebe ¢ Knpekom TeMHOro
WHapPCKOro 314, a ansa NBkn B3aa Kpy>XKY coka. FOHowa ¢ gesyLlikon 6narogapHo
KUBHYNN, CaffAChb - Y HUX, MOXOXe, CoOBCeM He bbI/10 aeHer.

Paccka3 Knpeka oka3ancs npocT u cTpaweH. OCTpoBUTSAHE Npu Buae kopabnen
CBATOLW He NoAyMasJiu HAYEero rnjaoxoro - He Brepsble MPUXOANSN Ha OCTPOB Kopabnu
KapBEHCKMX KynuoB. KoXa TaBHa NnoJjib30Basiacb CMNPOCOM MO BCEMY MUPY, HU U3 Yero
APYroro siy4ywmnx canor He ctavyaTb. A KYPTKN He BCAKas cTpesia npobbeT, NnpnyemM oHU
nerkue n ynobHele. Korga Ha 6eper nocbinasancb nanagnHel N NpUHANNUCbL yoneaThb,
NOTPACEHUIO XUTenen dpaasara He 6bino npenena. KapseHuam He noHagnobunoch
MHOI0 BpeMeHu, 4Tobbl NnepebuTb HEMHOMO4YUC/IEHHbIN FAPHN30H. 10 BeYepa
CrpaBUAUCL. A yTPOM Ha4asicsa Kowimap.

MananviHbl BpbIBaINCh B AOMa, XBaTa/IM OCTPOBUTSH U KyAa-To yBoaAuan. [laxe
feTen. 3aTeM OCTaBLUMXCS Ha cBoboae corHanm 3a ropoAcCKYo CTeHY, rae X nanau
JlecATKa [1Ba KOCTPOB, CJIOXKEHHbIX U3 MAAaBHWKA, NOJINTOrO ropoYnM MacsioMm, U
HECKOJIbKO MOMOCTOB. Ha 3TUX KOCTpax CTOSA/IN MPUKOBaHHbIE K CToN16aM
apecTOoBaHHbIE, C Y>KaCoM Ms4s Ha XUPHOE INLIO PAafoCTHO CKassLllerocs
NHKBM3UTOPA, MPOXaXKNBAIOLLIErOoCs Nepes OKPY)KEHHbIMU ConaaTamMm XNUTenamm
SpnaBara. beaHarn 4onro He MOran NOBEPUTb, YTO MOXXHO BOT TakK 06X0AUTbCS C
XXUBbIMU NtoabMu. MoBepunu...

KapBeHeL, rpomMoraacHo o6bsBWJI, 4TO Cy4OM CBSATON MHKBU3ULMN 3aKOpPEHesble
epeTnKM NPUroBapuUBaOTCA K COXXKEHUIO, N MPUKa3as 3a>Kedb KOCTpbIl. [TepBbIM
COXKIJIN CTapeHbKOro ropoACKOro CBSLEHHMKA, oTua Mrnkasns, oTKa3aBLUerocs
NPUHMMaTb AOrMaThl Yy)XAolh LlepkBu. 3aTeM 1 ocTasbHbIX. OCTPOBUTSHE



NOTPACEHHO CMOTpPEeNN Ha BbloWMXCA B OrHE APY3ei 1 cocenein, MHorve noTepsnam
CO3HaHue, He Byayyn B CM1aX BbIHECTU Takoe 3penuiie. Ho camoe cTpallHoe
HayYyasoCb NO3)Ke - Ha MOMOCTbI BbIBEJIN HECKOJIbKMX MAAYYLLMX MaNeHbKNX OETEN U
3a)KMBO COApasiv C HUX KOXXY. IX HeECHACTHbIE MaTepn UCXOANIN KPUKOM, YMOJISS
nowaanTb Masbllen, NbiTalMCb NPOPBATLCA K MOMOCTaM, a TOJIbKO KyAa TaM.
ConpaTbl N36MBaNN MX, @ UHKBU3UTOP AOBOJIbHO XOX0Tasl. BONbLWNHCTBO XKEHLLMH,
YBUOEBLINX CTPALLHYIO CMEPTb CBOMX AETEN, COLWN C yMa.

Y6unubl He y4nm ogHoro. Becb dpaasar NpoHU3bIBan KaTakoMbbl, CO3AaHHble,
BEPOATHO, TEM Xe 3arafo4HbiM HapoLOM, YTO B He3anaMATHble BPEMEHa BbICTPOU
Pypk-Oxanaa. JocTyn B noa3emMenbsa Obis1 NOYTUN B KaXKA0M JOME, OCTPOBUTSAHE
n34aBHa UCMNOJIb30BasiM UX BMeCTO norpebos - 4OCTAaTOYHO NpobuTb CKany Ha
rnybunHy HeCKONbKNX NOKTeN, 4HTOObl HATONIKHYTbCA Ha Kakon-HUBbyab xon. B HO4Yb
nocJsie KasHW BCe HacesieHVe dpaaBara yLwno rnof 3eMsto, HaBepxy He 0CTaNloCb HU
o4HOro Yyesnoseka. HanTtm nx Tam 6e3 NpoBOAHUKA HE MOl HUKTO, 3aTO 3abnyanTbCsa B
nogsemMesibAX 04eHb NPOCTO - Be3yMHbIN NabUPUHT. Y MHOrmnx poibakos 6b11n 1
NPUNPATaHHbIE JIOAKN N ANNKN. KOe-KTO U3 HUX NOA NMOKPOBOM TEMHOThI yLIeN B
Mope, HafesCb BCTPeTUTb 3JIMaHCKUM Kopabsib 1 coobLWNTbL 0 TBOPALLEMCS Ha
dpnoasare.

Kupek ¢ MiBkon Toxe npobpanncb No kaTakoMbam K NpnBsi3aHHON B NoTanHon byxTe
KPOXOTHON NOAYOHKE, HAa KOTOpPOon 06bl4HO NaBann Ha noeato Kpabos. OHKM BbIAM Ha
rpaHm 6e3ymuns - Ha rnasax 6paTa C CECTPON CBATOLLN COXKIIM UX OTUa C MaTepblo, a
3aTeM cogpanan KoXy C aecatunetHen Ankn. OCTpoBUTSAHaM NOBE3JI0 - BCEro 4yepes
TPW OHSA OHWN YBUOENN Ha rOPM3OHTE Napyca MMMepCcKoro BOeHHoro bpura,
COMpPOBOXXAaBLUEro HECKOJIbKO TOProBbIX CyO0B.

Mopsku nogobpann nx n C y>KacoMm BbICAYLLANN pacCKa3 CNaceHHbIX. KanuTaH Kycarn
rybbl OT rHeBa, XXa)kgan oTnaaTuUTb Najadvyam, HO He UMe NpaBa HapyLWNTb NpUKas -
Be3 BaXKHbI rpy3 u3 Onagapa B ctonunuy. CHapaabl ona raybuu noptosbix hopTos!
NNoTOMY OH TOJIbKO foCTaBun pebaT B dnnaHgap. TaM oCTPOBUTSAHE y3HaNU CTPaLUHbIe
HOBOCTU. IMnepaTop nornbd! NMonosmHa nMmnepun B pykax ceatow! N HMKomy Het
nena o 6ep xutenen dpaasara. HavyanbHUK TaMOXHUW, NpaBAa, 3anncan pacckas
Kunpeka n obewlan nepenatb KOMaHAOBAaHUIO, HO HAaAEeATbLCHA Ha MOMOLLb He
coseToBaJl. [Nocse 3Toro 6paT C CeCTpon okasasuCb Ha yauue, He nMes HU Tapxema
AeHer. OHM pacTepsHHO CTOSAIN Ha NUpce, NbiTadaCb NPUAYMaTh, YTO eLle MOXXHO
coenaTb, Korga K HuM nogowen CaHTw.

- TBapu... - NpoLINNesn CKOMOPOX, CXKaB KyJlaku.



N Beob He NoMoXKewb. Henb3s cenyvac oTCbl1aTbh BOMCKA Ha OCTPOB, HE UMELL NN
HMKAKOro 3Ha4yeHUs. BoT oHo, bpeMs nmnepaTopa, BO BCcen cBoen Kpace. YT1o 6bl OH
HW pewwnn, Bce paBHO ByayT rmbHyTb oM, KOTOpbIX OH 0653aH 3awmTnuTh! A OH He
MOXXeT... Pa3Be TOJ/IbKO OTNPaBMUTbCA HA OCTPOB CaMOMY - Mary ero Cujbl U 4aca He
noHanodbuTcs, 4Tobbl YHUYTOXXUTL cBATOW. [aTb Kopabnen? Meno4yun. 1AM nonpocuThb
KOro-HMbyab 13 3n1baapoB. A KOoro? Bce 3aHATbI, HA'Y OOHOM0 1 MUHYTbI cBo6oaHON
HeT. CANWKOM UX MaNo, HY>KHO CPOYHO UCKaTb eLe noaxonaawmx nogen. Mo kakomy-
TO HanTuo CaHTU pewnn B3rJisHYyTb Ha OCTPOBUTSH B Marmn4eckoMm guvanasoHe - 1
3amep. Kak Hu cTpaHHOo, 06a cnoCobHbI CTaTb pbiLapsiMu MpecTosia rno CBOUM
MOpaJibHbIM KayecTBaM, O 4eM SICHO roBopusia nx aypa. Yncras un ceetnas. 3HaAYuUT,
cyabba. 3Ha4nT, He 3ps OH BCTPETU 3TUX pedbsarT.

- A npaBfa, 4TO ero BeM4ecTBO BMeCTe C 3/ibaapamMun yonnm? - HegoBepymBo
cnpocuna Meka.

- K coxxaneHuto, npasaa, - B3AoxHyn CaHTW. - Ho uMnepaTop ecTb HOBbIN. W OH
HabupaeT HOBbLIX 3/1bAApPOB. BOT Bbl 6bl NoOWAN?

- MbI? - nsymuncsa Kupek, notoM HeyBepeHHO YblOHYNCA. - [1a KOMY Mbl HY>XXHbI?
XoT4, ecnv no3oByT, nonay. O4eHb XO4eTCA OTNJAaTUTb KAPBEHCKOM CBOJI0YM 3a nany,
MaMy u AIKY...

- N a nowna 6bl... - B3AOXHYNa AeByLWKa. - ToNbKo Knp npaB. Hy, KOMy Mbl COa/NCb?
B anbhapbl, HaBepHoOe, TOJNIbKO Ba>XKHble rocrnoda rnornagator.

- YBepeHbI? - NPULLYPUICS CKOMOPOX, XULLHO YCMEXHYBLLUUCH.

- B 4yemM? - yanBUACS OCTPOBUTSAHUH.

- A B TOM, YTO He 0TKa3aaucb Osbil.

BpaT c cecTpon owlapalleHHO nepernasHyncb, 3aTeM HepeLINTENIbHO KUBHYJIN.
KakKon-To OH CTPaHHbIA, 3TOT PbXUN NapeHb. HeNoOHATHbIE BeLw roBopuT. [la pa3Bse
MOryT MPOCTbIM pblbakaM NpennoXnTb CTaTb dbAapaMmun? NonHas vYywb!

- XopoLlo, pa3s yBepeHsbl... - B rnasax CaHTu ropesio 4To-ToO Takoe, OT 4Yero Kupeka c
NBKon nepenepHyno. - Torga ngemre.



- Kyna?

- Cenvac yBuauTe.

CKOMOpOX BpoCK Ha CTOJIMK MOHETY, 3aTEM OTKPbIJI HEBUAUMBIN B NONYyTbMe
TpakTupa nopTas, Beayuwmin B 3a0 XpaHnnuiia NamsaTn. 3akAsTMeM NoaxBaTU
OCTPOBUTSIH U HbIPHYJT B TYMaHHYIO AbIMKY. MOHSB, 4TO BHE3aMNHO OKa3a/lMCb COBCEM B
JPYyroM mecTe, Te 3aMepJin, BO BCE r/1a3a raas Ha MArko CBETALMACA TMraHTCKUA
KpucTann.

Knpek NnoTpsac rosioBon, HO BOKPYr HUYEro He U3MeHMNoch. [la 4To npoucxoamTt? YTo
3a yypeca Takme? KTo 3ToT pbKun napeHb? KOHowa MensieHHO noBepHysica K CaHTwr
M 3aCTblJ1 C NPUOTKPbLITLIM PTOM. Teslo TOro NMoKpblJa TeMHO-Cepbl nnaLl,. OH HaKNHYN
Ha roJsIOBY KamntowoH, 1NLU0 MeasieHHO 3aTAHY/I0Cb TYMAaHHOW MaCcKOW. Tak 4YTO »Xe 3TOo
rnosny4dyaeTtca? K HUM Ha nupce nogowien cam nmnepatop?!

- Bawe Benn4ecTtBO! - OCTPOBUTAHE OMNYCTUJINCL Ha KOJIEHMW.

- Knpek u Bka Jawn3sexo! - rpaHyn ryJKMm ronoc, 3aCTaBUBLUNN B3OPOrHYTh. -
[OTOBbI /1N Bbl OTA@Tb BO UMS CJTIY)KEHUSA UMMEPUN CBOUN XU3HN 1N CBOU OyWwn? [OTOBLI
NN Bbl NPUHATBL MAaLmM pbilapen npecrtona?

- FoToBbI, Bawe Benn4ecTBO... - €[iBa CJbILLIHO OTBETUAM BpaT c cecTpon, npeboiBas B
MOJIHON YBEPEeHHOCTW, YTO CNAT.

- la 6bypeT Tak!

N3 kKpucTanna ygapunm 6enbie MoAHUN, Tesla BCKPUKHYBLUMX OT HEOXKUOAHHOCTM
OCTPOBUTSIH OKYTaJINCb MaMeHeM. IMnepaTop YMTas 3aKJIMHAHUSA MHULUMALMA U TUXO
yANBAANCS NMpo cebs - Ha 3TOT pa3 OHM AaBa/INCh Kya Jierye, Yem paHblue. YTo X,
nocTeneHHo HabupaeTcs onbiTa, Aajblue OyaeT elle NpoLle.

OH npuBen B cebs noTepsABLIMX CO3HaHUe Knpeka c IBKoW, 3aTeM Hallen, roe B
NaHHbIA MOMEHT HaxoauTcs BepknT, n nepemecTnncs K Hemy. lMoBap A3BUTEJNIbHO
pacrnekan 3a 4YTOo-TO ABYX MOHYPbIX MOMOLLHNKOB.



- 3ApaBCTBYI, TBOE BEJINYECTBO, - HEXOTSA BYPKHY OH, MOKOCUBLLUWCHL Ha
nmnepaTtopa. - A 3To ele KTo ¢ Tobon?

- HoBble anbhapbl, - XUXUKHYN CaHTW.

- OnaTb 6aba?! - orop4eHHO BCMIeCHYN pyKaMu BepkuT. - CoBCEM YMOM TPOHYcs!

- [la 4To Bbl C [lapKNUTOM MPOTUB XEHLLUNH nMeeTe? - C A0CaA0N CAIPOCUN nMMepaTop.

- Y107 - KPMBO yCMeXHYCA nosap. - Hu4yero, M NpocCcTo CAMLLIKOM LOPOro 3a 3TO
NAaTUTb NpUXoanTCA. Tbl XOTb CKa3an begHsXKe, Yero en byaeT CTOUTb XKenaHne
CTaTb 31bOgapom?

- A yero? - yousunca CaHTw.

- Tbl fa>ke He 3Haelb... - TPYCTHO B340XHYN NoBap, MOBOpaymBasach K MBke. -
[leBoYKa, NpeBpaTUBLLNCL B 3/ibAapa, Tbl CTana becnnogHon. Y Teba HMKorga He
oyneT pneten!

- O, MaMa... - pacTepsaHHO nposerneTana OCTPOBUTAHKA, NMPUKPbLIB cebe poT NafoHbIo
N MepTBEHHO NobnenHes.

- Tbl yBepeH?! - BblAOXHYJ1 MOTPSACEHHbI CKOMOPOX, MOHSB, 4YTO €My NpuaeTcs
CcoobLNTL 3Ty HOBOCTL Jle, Kape 1 oCcTasibHbIM AeBYLLKaM.

- MonHoCTLIO, - 3aBepwus ero BepkuT. - NoTOMY-TO NpeXxHue nmnepatopbl U nzberanu
0eNnaTb XEeHWMWH pbiLapsaMy NpecTosa, 418 XEeHWWHbl 4eTU CJIMLLKOM BaXXKHbI.
My>X4MHbI KyOa ferdye nepeHocaT NpeBpaLleHme, y HUX MoryT ObiTb AeTW fake nocse
nHMUnaunn. CTpaHHO, 4TO Tbl 40 CUX NOP HE BCMOMHWA 06 3TOM.

- EanHbin Co3paTens... - npocTtoHan CaHTK, XBaTasACb 3a rosoBy. - IBKa, NnpocTun
MeHA, nanoTa...

- Hu4yero, TBOe Be/IM4ECTBO, - CKBO3b CJie3bl OTBETW/1a AeBYyLUKa. - [powato. Thbl He
3Han. A 4... 4 cnpasnocb. Hn4ero Beab y)xe He nogenaews? NMNo3gHo?



- K coxkaneHuto, no3gHo, - pa3Ben pykaMmu noeap. - Bbl - anbaapbl. HUKEM NHbIM Bbl
He BypoeTe 4O CaMOW CMepTHU.

- YTo Ke g HaTBOpWUI... - NpoAoJ»Kaa ybneaTbCss CKOMOPOX. - YTo a Kape ¢ Jle ckaxxy?

- A 3T 6eccoBeCcTHble AeBKW CaMn BO BCEM BUHOBaTbI! - BCMbINWA BepkuT. - Thbi-TO
TYT npn4yem?

- Camu-To, caMu... - B3a0oxHyn CaHTKU. - [1a TOJIbKO BCe paBHO...

- lymaTb Hago 6bis10, @ MOTOM TOJIbKO AenaTb! - oTMaxHyncsA noeap. - Camu cebs
Haka3anau, NyCcTb Tenepb Ha ceba n neHAT. N XxBaTUT 0 HUX. MHe 3Ty BOT BeaHsXKY
»Kanko. bonbuwe, HagewCb, Tbl HA B YEM HE NOBUHHbLIM AeBOYKaM Cyabbbl Kane4ynTb He
CTaHelwb?

- He cTaHy...

- BoT u xopowo. Thl, Ka)xeTcs, 4ero-To xoten?

- [a, - B34OXHYN uMnepaTop. - Tbl MOXellb MPUrOTOBUTb MHE 3armac NPoAYKTOB OIS
HECKOJIbKMX ThICAY YesnioBeK Ha Heaento? Ha dpaaBare HaceneHune 6e3 eabl U NUTbSA B
KaTakoMbbl yLUJ10, CNacasicb OT CBATOLW. BMecTe ¢ XXeHWwMHaMn 1 geTbMn. Hago
MOMOYb.

- Coenato, TBOE BEJINYECTBO, - PE3KO KUBHYJI NoBap 1 ncyes B obnavke rnoprana.

MNoBap, Kak xe! CaHTK 03aja4YeHHO Noka4van rosioson. la 3ToT noeap - mar
HeHaMHoro cnabee ero camoro! BoH Kakon XxuTpbii MopTan 3akpyTui, n He
pa3bepewbca cpasy, kyna segeT. Hapo 6byneT Kak-HMbyab nopaccnpalineaTh
BepkuTa. ToNbKO BPAL4 /1N OH 4TO-HMOYOb BHATHOE CKaXkeT - MapaH BOH TOXe HUYero
0 HEM TOJIKOM He 3HaJl, NoJsly4nB B HAaCNeACTBO OT npexxHero nMmnepatopa. Cton! B
HacnencTBo? Tak CKOJIbKO Xe Torga emy net?! bonbwe cta? A BoIrNaanT
copokaneTHuM. OX, 4TO-TO 34eCb He TO...

OQHAKO BPEMEHM Ha A0CY)XMe pa3MblilufieHNs He 6bi10. Heobxoanmo HaBeaaTbCs Ha
dpAaBar, YHUYTOXWUTb CBATOLL, @ 3aTeM NepeMeCcTUTbCS B dnmMaHaap. KoHoxu
3aKOHYMAK ¢ pyproHoM. MNMopa 3abupaTb ero n nepenasaThb [OXKaKo, TOT y)Xe NpbIraeT



OT HeTepneHnd. nyCTb 3aKyrnaeT PEKBU3NT OJA TPYMMbl, NOATr0OTOBKa BOA>Xa MO
CTpaHe 3aMMeT ele Hegenu aBe, Kak MNHNMYM.

Ho 3To BCce Mmeno4un. BakxHO gpyroe - 61mxe K Be4epy KoOMaHA0BaHNE CEBEPHOro
OKpYra HamepeBasioCb AaTh cBATOWwaM 6oi. iIMnepaTop He cobmpancs nponyckaTb
3T0 3penuulie, HaobopoT, Marnyeckas noaaep)xka BONCKaM HUKaAK He NMoMeLlaeT, Aa n
nonyraTb KapBeHLEeB C HapTarasabuamm ctouT. MyCcTb 3apaHee WTaHbl MCNAYKaloT.
Jlek ¢ HeTOM NpuayMasnn HECKOJIbKO XUTPbIX OKYCOB, MPU MbICIN 0 KOTOPbIX CaHTK
paccMmesancs. N cam 66l nyywe He BbiAyMan. HeT, oH He OH ByaeT, ecnn KapBeHLbl He
obnenatoTcs.

- Ha Horax noka gep>XXuTtecb? - CMPOCKSI UMNEPATOpP Y OCTPOBUTSIH.

- Koe-Kak oep>Xumcs, TBOe BEJINYECTBO, - Pe3K0 KMBHYJT Knpek.

- MpuaeTca ewe Yaca ABa NoTepreTb, MOTOM OTAbIXaTb nongeTte. Cenyac
OTMPaBMUMCS K BaM Ha dpAaBar 1 rnoy4ymm NpecBaTyio CBOI0OYb YMYy-pa3syMy.

- Pagu Takoro - CKOJIbKO Hago npogepxmmca!l - 3aropenmcb rHeBoM rnasa VMeku.

- Y4yTuTe ewe oagHo, pebsaTa. dNbaapbl-TO Bbl 3/1bAapbl, Aa TOJILKO HUYEro elle He
yMeeTe. 3HaHUSA NOJIYyYUIn, @ NPAKTUYECKOro onbiTa - HOJb. [TOTOMY TPEHMPOBATHLCS
NPUAETCA Tak, YTO ThICAYY pa3 MeHS NPOKJsSHeTe.

- MpnpeTcsa - Tak NpUAETCSA, - NOXKaJ njevyamu euwle He nNpuwegwnin B cebsa Knpek.

CaHTU yCMEXHYJICA U HEOPEXXHbIM ABMXXEHMEM NaibLeB co3aasn rnopTas, BeayLwmnin Ha

ocTpoB BeTpos.

NTnH 3appemb, CBeTo4 Bepbl 3ckagpbl, 3axBaTUBLUEN DpaaBar, 3710 CMOTpPen Ha

MPaYHOro NMoJIKOBHUKA TapKnca, KoMaHaMpa 3KCNeamuMoHHOro Kopryca.

- W roe epetnkn?! - BU3rnmBo nomHTEpecoBascs oH. - Bbl obewann goctatb UX U3-
rnopa 3emnu ewe Hegenw Hasapg!



- CBeTo4 Bepsbl! - BbITAHYNCS NanaguH. - Obewas BaM 3To, 1 He npencTasnsan cebe,
4YTO Takoe 34elHne KaTakoMbebl. MpuHowy cBon n3BMHeHUA. bonblie aBaguaTn
OTPSAAOB CONAaT He BEPHYJIOCb Ha MOBEPXHOCTb. HanTu TaM 4To-HMOyOb COBEPLUEHHO
HEBO3MO)XHO, eC/In He UMeellb MNJiaHa noasemesbs. A Mbl ero He umeem! Ho ceroaHs
Mbl BCE-TAKWN KOE-KOro nonmMann. ToNbKO NPOKNATbIE eEPETUKN OTKA3bIBAOTCHA CNYXUTb
NPOBOAHMKAMWN, HECMOTPS HUN KakKune MbliTKN.

- LLleHKn eCTb? - HACTOPOXXNICA UHKBU3UTOP.

- a, nBoe.

- A Bbl FOBOPUTE - OTKA3bIBAIOTCA... - 3axXMxmKan 3appemMb, 40BOJIbHO MOTMpPas NMyxsble
pyku. - laBalTe epeTUKOB Clofa, s 3alMyChb LLIEHKaMWN Ha WX riasax, cpasy
cornacsTcs.

- Kak ckaxxeTe, CBeTo4 Bepbl! - nokKNoHWICA NanagnH, nocTapaslWnNCh He BblAaTb
CBOero oTBpaLlieHus.

CHoBa 3Ta XUpHaa TBapb byaeT neten nbitaTh! EAMHBLIN, 40 Yero e NpPoTUBHO...
Hey>xenun Tebe Hy>XHbl 60/b 1 rope geTuwek? HeBO3MOXXHO B 3TO noBepuTb. CKopee
BCEro, 3TO «CBATbIE» OTLbl BblAAOT COOCTBEHHOE CKOTCTBO 3a TBOI BOJIO. A He
heHewbca HMKyaal

MONKOBHUK MocCneLwwnn NoKMHYTb MHKBU3NTOpPa, 60ack He caep»xaTbCs. O4YeHb
XoTesiocb NpnbuTb ero, Ao 3yda B pykax xoTenocb. Ho npucsara, 6yab oHa npoknsaTa!

He npolwno n 4aca, Kak K ctonbam Ha raaBHOM Njaowagn ropoaka npmuBssanm Tpex
oCTpOBUTSAH. OHKM C Y>KAaCOM CMOTpPESIN Ha 3aKPENJJIEHHbIX B MbITOYHbIX CTaHKaX geTen,
MasibinKa OEeBATU NIeT U AeBOYKY ABeHaauaTu. CeMbs ApTUXO rnonanacb KapBeHLUam
MO HEOCTOPOXKHOCTU - rosiof CTaNl HeCTEpPnUM, BOT 1N Bblibpanncb Ha 6nskume K
MOBEPXHOCTUN YPOBHWN KaTakoMb, HaaesACb HasloBUTb YJIMTOK nnun narywek. MNMpa. 6bin
CTapbin Byko, korga npocus He puckoBaTb. N geten ¢ cobon Kakoro-To AOpxoTa
B341u. N3-3a cobCTBEHHOW rNynoCcTu Tenepb NPUAETCA CMOTPETb, Kak cBATOWN ByayT
n3neBaTbCsA HaA ManbliWaMu. H1W 0anH He 3Has, CyMeeT NN BblAep>XaTb U He npeaaTsh.
BHM3y BeAb MHOIO ApYyrux geten, 40 KOTOPbIX XaxXaeT [obpaTbCa 3TOT XUPHbIN
ybunua. N Kak BblgaTb UX? Henb3qa xe...



NHKBU3MTOP, NOUrpbIBas HOXXOM, MPUBAN3NICA K A€BOYKE C THYCHOMN YXMbIJIOYKOW Ha
XXUPHbIX rybax, CKIOHUACSA HaZ Hel 1 caenan nepsbin Hagpes. Bo3gyx NnpoH3un
OTHasAHHbIN AeTCKUK BOMJb. bosiblle NHKBU3UTOP HNUYero caesaTb He ycnen -
HEMOHATHO OTKyAda yaapwuia benas MoONHUSA, N KapBeHeL, PYXHY Ha 3eMJIto
obyrneHHon Tywen. N3 BO3HUKLUEN JIOKTAX B ABaAUaTy CEPON AbIMKU BbiLLEN YE€N0BEK
B TEMHO-CEpPOM rJiawle, JMLO KOTOPOro CKpbiBaja TyMaHHaa Macka. NpuBsa3aHHbIe K
cTonbam OCTPOBUTAHE PafoOCTHO NepernaHynnce. Mmnepatop! Momowb npuwna! Ero
BeJIN4eCTBO CONPOBOXAANM ABa 3/bAapa.

MoBennTenb 3anMaHa NOAHAN PYKU, C €ero NasbLeB COPBaINCh AECATKN MOSHUNA,
NopasmnBLLUNX MOTPSACEHHO 3aCThbIBLUMX Ha MJOLWAAN KapBEHCKMX CconaaT. B XuBbix
OCTa/ICb NINLWb HEMHOTMe ycnesLlmne 6pocnTb opy>xue. B ynucne npovnx cpeam HUX
OKa3asiCsA U NOJIKOBHMK TapKUC - ero mMnepaTop no4emMy-To He TPOHY. 3aTeM Hebo
Ha OCTPOBOM MOTEMHEJIO, TO/IbKO Ha XXUTenaMm dphaBara OHO 0CTanoChb ronybbiMm.
Ha ckanbl ocTpoBa BeTpoB onyCTUANCH COTHU MaJIEHbKMX CMEPYMKOB U NPUHAINCH
KPY>XUTbCS, BBINCKMBas pa3beraowmxcs KapBeHLueB. BONbWNHCTBO TEX, KOO OHU
KacasinCb, He yCreBaan fa>ke BCKPUKHYTb, O4eHb BbICTPO NpeBpaLlasiCb B HEPHYHO
CNn3b. Ho HEKOTOpPbIE BbKUAW, KaK HU CTPAHHO, TOIbKO MOTEPSIN OpYXXME N oaexay,
OCTaBLUNCb MOJIHOCTbIO roNbiIMN. CMePYMKN Haxoamnm congaT u oumuepoB NoBcloay,
roe 6bl Te HM NpsATanuce. Ja)ke B nogsanax. Mpu Tom, Nnpasha, NoCTpafaso HEMANO
[OMOB, HO 3TO Ccenyac nmnepaTopa He 3aboTuno.

Han ackagpoi, 6pocuBLIE SSKOpS B MOJIOBMHE MOPCKOW BepCThl OT bepera,
CrycTunach Ty4da, 1 Ha Kopabnu obpyLunics 3eneHblin 8oXaAb. OHU pacTasinu Noa 3TuUM
JNOXKAEM, KaK TaeT CHer rnoj BeCEHHUM COJIHLEM. BCKope TOJIbKO MaCNSHUCTbIE NATHA
Ha BoJZle HaNoOMMHAJIN O TOM, YTO 34€eCb 4YTO-TO bBbISIO.

CaHTV NpUMEeHWN 3aKATuUe, KOTOPOoe A0 Hero He NpUMeHsn ewe HU 0aNH 13
UMrepaTopoB daMaHa, C/INLKOM CTpaWHbIM OHO ObIS10, CINLIKOM MHOIMO CUJ1
3abupano. Ecnn 661 CKOMOPOX He ABAANCA HOCUTENEM UCTUHHOro CBeTa, OH U He
pewunnicsa 6bl - CANWKOM MPOCTO CXeYb cebs npu Takon nonbiTke. HO HMKakoe nHoe
He MOorno 6bICTPO pa3genuTb CONAAT Bpara Ha Tex, KTO MPOCTO YeCTHO CJY>XWJ1 CBOEeNn
poauHe, CTapasCb NPy TOM OCTaTbCs Ye/IOBEKOM, N HEeN b, CNOCOOHYIO NbiTaTb
netein. YbuBaTb KapBeHLEB CKOMOM He XOTeN0Cb, N TaK CJIULLIKOM MHOIO
4yesiloBeYeCKMX XXU3Her Ha ero copecTu. NyCcTb Heserko NpuLLIIoCh, 3aTo ymMepsn
TOJIbKO NOAOHKN. Cpean NnasafiHOB TaKOBbIMU OKa3asINCb MOYTU BCE.

Ycnbiwag nsay A4eBOYKNU, MMNepaTop B3APOrHy 1 nocnewnn K Hen. Cnasa EguHomy,
WHKBU3NTOP yCrnen ToJIbKO nope3aTb begHs)xke Hory. beicTpo 3aneymB paHy, CaHTH



oTBsA3an pebeHka, 3aTeM ocBob6OANN OCTa/IbHbIX.

- Bawe Benn4yecTBo, cnacnbo Bam! - pyxHyna Ha KOJIEHU XEHLLUMHA CpeaHnX NeT,
MaTb CMaceHHbIX OeTen.

- He 3a 4T0, - B3AOXHYN OH. - KakK HM XXanb, BaM NMPUAETCS BEPHYTbCA B KaTakoMbbl, y
MeHS cenYvac HeT BOWCK, KOTopble 1 Mor 6bl pa3MecTuUTb 34echk. [os10BMHA CTpaHbl B
PyKax CBSTOLL.

- NMonoBuHa?! - ¢ y>xacom nepecnpocun KTo-to. - EanHein Cozpnartens...

- C npoayKTaMu MOMOXKeEM, - MPOAO0JIKNA MMIMEepaTop, - HO NPUAETCSA NPOCUAETb Noj
3eMnen eule gonro. Mpexae Bcero, MHe HaAo HanTW Bawero bypromucTpa. A Bbl
noaoXAanuTe 3aecb. ToJIbKO CrepBa...

OH NOBEPHYJICA K OCTaBLUMMCS B XXUBbIX KApPBEHLLAM M MaxHYJ1 NOJIKOBHUKY TapKucy,
npukKasbiBas Npnban3nTbca. TOT nogoLwwen N NoKJAOHUACS, eABa COEPXNBAs OPOXKb U
NOHMUMas, 4TO NPOTMB NMPOKAATOr0 Ko AyHa coBepLlleHHO beccuneH.

- Bbl >X1BbI TO/IbKO MOTOMY, YTO OCTaJINCb YE/IOBEKOM, - XOJIOAHO CKa3an
nMmnepaTop. - MNoToMy, 4TO BaM HE HPABUIOChb TO, YTO TBOPWUJIN UHKBU3NTOPbI C
noabMu. Bce BbKMBLLME - N3 TaKUX. BcKope s nepenpassio Bac B slarepb A
NJeHHbIX Nog dnnaHaapoM. Korga B Ballen cTpaHe nageT BNacTb
nepBoCBsLLEHHKOB, KapBeHy NoHanobaTcs noaun, noaobHble BaM, MOJIKOBHUK.

- 9 B Bawew BnacTun, Balwle BennyecTBo, - rOPbKO YCMEeXHYJNCA nanaguH. - U Bol
rnpasbl, AaJIeKO He BCEM KapBeHLLAM HpPaBUTCA TO, 4TO TBOPAT CBeTo4m Bepbl. Mbl
TOXXe JII0AN N PaBHOOYLWHO CMOTPETb Ha Ka3HU OeTell He MOXKeM.

- [1aBHO HaAo 6bIN0 YHUYTOXNTb 3TUX TBapen, pa3 Tak.

- lMpwucAra... - B3OOXHYJ1 MOJIKOBHUK. - {1 opuuep.

- CobepuTe Balunx nogen, - CKkasan nmnepaTtop, - 34ecCb X0n04HOo, 6e3 oaexxabl OHU
He NepeXXmnByT HOYb Cpean ckas. 1 NneperoBopto C OCTPOBUTSAHAaMKN B KaTakombax un
BEPHYCb 3a BaMW. Ecnm KTo-HMOYAb HEe NoXKenaeT caaBaTbCs B MJeH, MyCTb NEHSAET Ha
cebs.



Ero BennyecTBo MaxHyJs1 pyKoun s3sbgapaM 1 CKpbliica B nopTase. Kupek ¢ MiBkon
nocnewmnnm 3a HUM. OHM OKa3asncCb NOA4 3eMein, B NOJIHOM TEMHOTE, HO 3ak/isaTue
HOYHOI O 3pEeHNA NO3BOJIANIO BUOETb, KakK MacMypHbLIM AHEM Ha MOBEepXHOCTU. Tak, a
3TO YTO 3a MeCT0? FICHO, BTOPON NepekpecToK TPeTbero HMUXXHero ypoBHs. 34ecCb
obsa3aTenbHO AosiKeH bbITb YacoBon. I KTo oH? KOHOLa NnpnucMoTpencs u ynblbHyncs.
NoBe3no, 4To Ha3biBaeTca. CTapbin NpusaTesb, PUKO, C KOTOPbIM NOCTOSIHHO
COpeBHOBaINCb BO BCEM, faXke yXa)KuBasin 3a O4HOMN N TOW XXe AeBYLIKON. Tenepb
Besibka eMy He [OCTaHeTCH, KakK HWU XKaJlb. D/ibAapbl PeKO XXeHUIUCb, HaBepHoe, He
XOTeNn nopTuTb CBOUM U3OpaHHNLLAM XU3Hb.

- 91, PUKO! - OKNIMKHY 1 OH YacoBoro. - MNMpuseT! 2T0 4, Knpek.

- Y>Ke BepHynca? - yanBuacsa ToT, BbIbBUpascb U3 NOTaWHOW NeLLepKu.

- Ara. 1 nomowb npueen. Camoro nmnepaTtopa. ByKo no30Bu, CKa)ku, 4To feso
Ba>XHOe 1 Cpo4Hoe.

- lLa... - KUBHYJ1 PUKO N CKPbIJICSA B KAKOM-TO 60oKOBOM npoxone.

MXoaTb 00/r0 HE NpuLIock, 6ypromMucTp JlapToca, e ANHCTBEHHOINO OTHOCUTESIbHO
KPYnHOro ropofa Ha dpaasare, NpuULLesa HAaCKOJIbKO MOl 6bICTPO. Pbibakn 1 0OXOTHUKMY,
npasaa, rno NpuBbIYKE 3Basn ero CTapenLlHON, a He roCnoACKNM CJIOBOM
6yprommncTp. HOBOCTb 0 BO3BPALLEHMNN OQHOIM0 N3 MOCSAHHbIX 3@ MOMOLLbIO MOHLIOB
BOOAYLLUEBUIA U3MYYEHHbIX, U3r0o00aBLUNXCS NtoAen. Y HUX NOosiBUNACh Hagexaa Ha
BbDXKMBaHUE. YBMAEB, KTO XIOET ero, Byko 3amMep C NPpMOTKPbLITbIM PTOM.

- Balle BennM4ecTBO... - €Ba CMOT BblAaBUTb CTapPUK, 3aBOPOXKEHHO YCTAaBUBLLNCL Ha
TYMaHHYIO MacKy, ICHO BUAMMYIO B CBETE KPY>KaLLLerocs B BO3yXe OrHEHHOr O Lapa.

- 34paBCTBYNTE, rOCNOAUH BYproMmncTp, - oONyCTUICA B BbipOCLLUEE 13 NOoJ1a KPecso
CaHTuK, co3paBas euwle ogHo gna cobecenHuka. - lNMpucaxnuBantecb. Ham eCcTb 0 4em
MoroBopunThb. X04y B NEPBYIO O4epeab Bbipa3nTb BaM 61arogapHoOCTb 3a TO, 4TO yBENM
noaen croga n opraHnsoBanun nx. K coxxasneHuto, BaM NpuaeTcs nposBecTn 3gech eule,
Mo KpamHenm mepe, Mmecsu,.

- Moyemy? - yansuncs Byko, y>xe npenBKyLLIaBLUNA BbIXOA HA MOBEPXHOCTb 1 COH B
TenjaoMm AoMe, B CBOEN NOCTeNN - CTapble KOCTU MJ0X0 NEPEHOCUIN NOA3EMHYIO
CbIpOCTb.



- Y Hac 6onbliag 6eda... - B3AOXHYJ1 UMMEePaTop U paccka3as 0 C/Iy4YMBLUEMCS B
SInaHe 3a nocJsiegHne aBe Hepenu.

HemHoro nomon4yaB, oH gobaswun:

- MpoayKTbl U camoe HeobxoanmMoe BaM ceinvac AOoCTaBAT. Man, ecnm XxoTuTe, 3aBTpa-
nocsie3aBTpa OpraHMU3yeM 3BaKyaLNIO BbKUBLUMX B METPOMOJINIO.

- HeT, Bawe BennyectsBo! - oTKa3zancsa 6ypromucTp. - NyCcTb 34€Cb rosible cKasbl, HO
3TO Haw oM. Mbl oTcofa He ynaem. MNepecuaetb Hano? MNMepecugum.

- MHOro ropoackunx 3aaHunini pa3pyLieHo, - B3J0XHYJ1 uMnepaTop. - MNpuaeTtcs
OTCTpamBaThbCH.

- CBaTOWIN?

- YacTb - oHWU. OcTanbHoOe - yBbl, 1. MHe HY>XHO 6b1J10 6LICTPO 1 C rapaHTUen
YHUYTOXUTb KapBEHLUEB, TPATUTb MHOIO BpeMeHn g cebe no3BosINTb He MOr.
N3BuHNTE. MMocne BOMHLI BO3MELLY CTOMMOCTb YHUYTOXKEHHOI0 N3 Ka3Hbl.

- OcTaBbTe, Balwe BennyecTBo! - oTMaxHyscs 6yproMmucTp. - Mel He 6e3pykue, camu
Kak-HMbyab oTcTpommcs. KcTaTu, a Kak Knpek Bac Hawen?

- [la 4ncTo cny4vanHo, - paccmesnca CaHTW. - YYTUTE, OHU C CeCTPON 3eChb He
OCTAHYTCS, OHU Tenepb CAY>XXaT JIMYHO MHe,

- Kak ckaxerTe.

- 1 3abepuTe C NOBEPXHOCTU CEMbIO, KOTOPYIO CBATOLLN CEroAHs eiBa He Ka3HuIu.

3aKOH4YMB NeperoBopbl, UMMNepaTop CBA3aNCA C BepknTom, NoaroToBMBLLUMM MPOAYKTHI
n Tennyto ogexay. NocnepgHee - y>ke no ceoen nHmunatmee. Ux BeiCTpo nepemecTmnan
B KaTakoMbbl Yepes 60sbLLON NopTan, co3gaHHbIM noBapoM. CaHTU CHOBa NoOAUBUICS
npo cebs ero marnyeckmum crnocobHocTam. [1oroBopmBLLUUCE C ByKo 0 TOM, 4TO
OCTPOBUTSAH eXxeHenesnbHO byaeT npoBeAbiBaTh 3JibAap, CKOMOPOX cobpancs
YyXOOANTb.



BypromucTp Ha npowiaHue obHAN no ovyepenmn Knpeka n MBKy.

- Tshxkenyto cyabby Bbl cebe Bbibpann, pebATULIKN... - MOYTUN HECbILLHO LUEMNHYJ OH U
pPacTBOPWJICA B TEMHOTE. Buammo, cTapumk BCe NOHSN.

BpaT Cc cecTpon B3AOXHY/IN - MPaB OH, TsxXKenyto. Ho 3To nx Bbibop, U 0TBeYaThb 3a
Hero nepen Co3naTteneM Toxe UM. OKa3aBLINCb Ha MOBEPXHOCTU, OHU CKBO3b MesieHy
yCcTanocTun Habnoganm, Kak UMNepaTop OTKPbIJ1 HECKOJIbKO MOPTasioB, B KOTOPbLIE
yBeJ COABLUMXCS B MNJIEH KapBEHUEB, HE PELUMBLLUNCE OCTaBUTb UX Ha OCTpoBe. Hu
OLVH 13 BbDXMBLLUNX HE OKa3asics CToJb 6e3paccyHbiM, YTOOblI NpeanoYecTb NaeHy
CMepTb, MO3TOMY COMPOTUBJIEHNSI HUKTO He OKa3aJl.

Bckope ero Benm4yecTBO BEPHYJICA U NMepeMecTul CBeXXencrnevyeHHblX 3/1bAapoB B
3aMoK Mpwu3pakos, raoe oHM C obneryeHnem BbITAHYJIMCb Ha YNCTbIX MPOCTbIHAX,
MIHOBEHHO MpoBaJINMBLWUNCb B COH.

KapBeHCKMe N HapTarasJbCKue rnoJsikn, COnpoBoXXaeMble OTpAgaMy 3aroBOPLLMKOB,
BOOPY>XXEHHbIMW CKOPOCTpPEJIbHbIM OPY>XXUEM, ABUrasNCh B MOXOLHOM Nopsaake,
npubnmxancb K ropoay BapTmnaoapy, nepekpbiBatoweMy Npoxon Ha ApuHOapCKnNin
nosyocTpoB. Ogumuepbl HENPUASHEHHO MOPLUWMINCE - MECTHOCTb Bblsla CIULLKOM yXK
HeynobHa. CneBa xxentena bapxaHamum nevyasnbHO n3BecTHasa OpLUAOHCKas NYCTbIHS,
HaWTW B KOTOPOM BOOY HEBO3MOXXHO, €e TaM NpocTo HeT. CripaBa, Ha CKOJIbLKO
XBaTaNo B3rnsga, TAHYJIMCb NOKPbITbIE KOIIOYUM KYCTapHUKOM XOJIMbl, e MOrau
CKpbIBaTbCA OTPALbI FOPHbIX MacTepPOB.

iIMnepubl BOEBaM He MO NpaBwuiaM, OHW HaneTann 13 3acaf, YHU4TOXKaan BCEX, A0
KOro AOTArMBaINChb, U OTXOAUSIN, HE OCTaBNASA CIef0B. DTU BblIa3KUN Bbi3biBaM
AVIKYIO ApOCTb Y KOMaHA0BaHMSA AnbsHCa, omuepbl BO3MYLLAJNCh U KpUYaan, 4TO Tak
BOeBaTb HeNb3s. TONbKO 3/1MaHLbl NJEeBaTb XOTE/N Ha BCe N BCAYeCKMe npasmia. OHM
NpocTo ybmBann BparoB - Kak MOrn, CKOJIbKO MOrav 1 rge mornu. Jltobbim
AOCTYNHbIM cnocoboM. Ha BpyYeHHYI0 MacTepaM-HaCTaBHMKaM HOTY NpoTecTa Te
OTBETWJIN YeTblpbMA CIOBaMK: «Bac ctona He 3Bann!».

(MaBHOKOMaHAYOLWUN BONCK ANbsiHCa B D/InaHe, reHepan-nanagnH BactmnaH TapreH,
OKWHYJ1 XONMbl focansnebiM B3rnaaoMm. Ewe He nobpannce 0o ropona, a CKOJNbKO
rnotepb! N1 3TO y)Xe YeTBepTas NonbiTKa 3axBaTuUTb BapTuaap. Cnepsa OoH Hageancs,
4YTO OTPSALbl 3aroBOPLUMKOB C ApUHAAPCKOro NoslyoCcTpoBa yAapAT B CMUHY



3aLLUNTHUKAM, HO BCKOPE MOHSAJ, YTO ropHble MacTepa CrpaBUINCb C BHYTPEHHUMU
npobnemamn. fake marn Annsnyma, npuaaHHbIe CaMblM KPYMHbIM OTpsiaam,
nepecTtanmn OTKJNKATbCSA Ha BbI30Bbl. Hy Aa, cTaporo umnepatopa ybunum, 3aTto
NOsIBUICSA HOBbI. HaBepHoOe, 3TO OH NMocTapasics.

Ho npoknaTbin KONAYH Noka cebs HMKak He nposasnsan. N Tto cnasa EgnHomy! NMoTtomy
TaK 1 cnewnn reHepan-nasagnH 3axBaTuTb BapTnnap, He faroWmin ero BONMCKam
npoaBMHYTbLCA Aanblue. NMoTtomy n bombapanposan Kacuka [apkacagapa
TpeboBaHMAMU BbICAONTb Ha MOJIYyOCTPOBE AECaHT, HO TPyC/MBasa CTapas CBOJIOYb
NnPUTBOPSAIAChb, YTO HE NMOHUMAET, Yero OT Hee XOTAT. A 3aTeM KoMaHayoLwemMy
coobwmnu, 4To B Mope BbIWIN BPOHEHOCHbIE (P1IOTHI OPKOB U OTKPbIJIN CE30H OXOTbI
Ha cyna AnbsHca. Hey)xenun KpaCcHOpPOXXne CroBopunCb C ainaHUaMmn?

NMokocmBWMCH Ha eayulero pagom CeeTto4da Bepbl, reHepan-nanaguH rayxo Bblpyraacs
cebe nog Hoc. MonoTbl npoknaTeie! Ecnn 6bl He OHKW, Yy Hero 6bi10 6bl Kyaa 6onblue
BONCK. N3-3a encTenim MHKBM3NLMKN B N110OOM 3axXxBaYyeHHOM ropoe nMrnepuu
NPUXOANIOCE OCTAB/IATb KakK MUHMMYM MOJIK, 4TOObl yOep>XUBaTb d/1MaHLEB B
NOBMHOBEHUN. Ka)kabl pas, KOrga CBATbIE OTLbl XXMM KOro-TO, rOpoZa B3pbiBaancCh
ByHTOM. Hey)Kenn HenoHATHO, 4TO 34eCb K TaKOMY HE NPUBbLIKAN? HeT, AencTByloT
06bI4HbIM 06pa30M, Bbi3biBas TaKyto HEHABUCTb, YTO FreHepas NoeXXMaca npu
BOCNOMUHaHMN. Ka)KOas XXeHLWNHa, KaXXabln pebeHoK, Ka)Kabli CTapuK FOTOBbI Ha
BCe, YTOObI TONIBKO YOUTb XOTb OAHOr0 KapBeHLUa. MNpuUBbIKAX, CBOJIOYU, K NPUBOJIbHOMN
n 6oratonm xn3HW. Hnyero, otyy4aT. 1 K NOKOPHOCTW NpMBEAYT.

Ha namaTb npuwino cny4ymslleecs B4yepa,  BactmaH HefoBosibHO noMopuimnca. Hago
Xe, feBuua, KOTOPYH eMy NMpuBean Ha HOYb, Npeanoysa NoKoHYUTb C cobon, 4TOobbI
TOJIbKO He Jiedb NoJ BbICOKOMOCTaBJ/IEHHOro NnajiagnHa. OTo rae Takoe BuagaHo? [la
CyKa AoJI>KHa bblna cTennTbCa nepen HUM OT CcHacTbs, 4TO ee Bbibpann ons
ybna>xeHusa camoro komaHgywuwiero! loma, B KapBeHe, BacTuaHy A0oCTaToO4YHO 6b1N0
noMaHUTb Nobyo AeBYLUKY NanbueM, 4TOObl Ta BAPUNPbLIXKKY Hecnacb K HEMY "
BbINOJIHANA Ntobble NPUXOTUN B HAAEXAE, YTO Ba>KHbIW FOCMNOAMH 3aLNTUT Nt0O0BHMLY
OT Be3jecyLien UHKBMU3numMn. Tak NpuaTHO BbISI0 NX pa3odapoBbiBaTb. eHepan-
nanaguH egBa He paccMesics, BCMOMHMB INLO CBOEN nocnenHen naccum B ToT
MOMEHT, Korga ee ca)kasanm Ha Kos. CTosibKO yamereHns 6bi10 B ee B3rnsae. Bckope
en, Bnpoyem, CTasio He 00 yaAUBJIeHUS.

- FocnoguH FJ'IaBHOKOMaH,EI,leIJ.I,I/IVI! - OTBJIEK €ro OoT NMPUATHbIX BOCMOMMHAHWUN
BO3rJjlac noabexaBLlero sectoBoro.



- Y10 y TebA? - He[OBOJIBHO cnNpocKn BacTumaH.

- UMmnepubl Bnepeaun! Pazpenynky ookKnaablBatloT, HE MEeHbLUE ABYX AMBU3NNA!

DTO eLlle 4TO 3a HOBOCTU?! OTKyoa OHU 340eCb B3ANNCL? ['eHepan-najiagnH oCTaHOBU
KOHS 1 3agyMancs. Moxoxxe, afimaHubl CyMenu NnpunpsaTaTb Kakne-To Boncka. Unn
MyCKaloT Mbiab B rnasa? Lo CMx nop OHWM NpeanoyvynTann He BbibnpaTbCsa N3 roponos,
TOJIbKO Ha BblJ1Ia3KM Xoaunun. YTo e npunayMmanum Mmactepa-HacTaBHUKU? Kakyto
ovyepeHy NoasoCTb?

B 3TOT MOMEHT c3aaun nogneres Ha B3MbIJIEHHOW SIoLaan eue oaAnH BEeCTOBOW.

- FocnoavH reHepan-nanaguH! - BbIAOXHYN OH. - Hac okpyxxatoT!

- Y10?! - noanpeirHyn B cegsie BactmaH. - Bcem nogpasneneHunam! MNepentn c
noxogHoro nopsgka B 6oeson! 3aHATb 060POHY!

- W... - cHOBa oOCMeNuICs 3aroBOpUTb BECTOBO.

- Hy?

- C TblNla - OpKW, rocrnoguH ranaBHoKoMaHayowmin! Ereps!

- EanHbin Co3paTtens! - cxBaTUACS 3a roJsioBy reHepasn-rnajlagnH.

BoT ToNbKO erepen emy cenvac n HegoctaBano! 3Han reHepan-nasaagnH, CJINWLKOM
XOPOLLO 3HaJl, KaK YMeloT BOEBATb 3/IMTHbIE MOJIKN YPYK-Xal. Kak OHU CTpensioT n3
CBOUX KapabuHOB 1 KaK JIIOTO HEHaBUAAT KapBeHLEeB. [Toxoxxe, nonancs, Kak
CoONAMBbLIN ManbynwKa. ObMaHy M nMnepubl, ycoinuanm 6aNTenbHOCTb, @ CaMu TeM
BpPEMEHEM CroBOPUINCL C OPKaMu, KoTopble nepebpocnnm K BapTuaapy cBom BOMCKa.

KapBeHCKMe 1 HapTarasabCKue rnosiku 6e3 npomeaneHust pasBepHynucek B 6oesble
NopsiAKW, NPUrOTOBUBLLNCE K 600 B OKPY>XXeHuW. FeHepan-nanagnH c ogobpeHnem
OKWHY B3r1540M NMOCMNELHO OKanbIBalOWMXCA CONAAT - 0X, He 3PS UX ApeccupoBain
B cBoe BpeMsi. [oHMMAIOT, 4TO OT CKOPOCTU OEACTBUN 3aBUCAT UX XKU3HN.



3abpaBLINCb Ha CaMbIl BLICOKUI B OKPECTHOCTAX X0/IM, BacTmaH goctan us 4yexna
MOA30PHYIO TPYOY M MPUHANCA N3yYaTb OKPECTHOCTWU. YBbI, B TbiJly AENCTBUTESIbHO
ereps - ux ByH4YyKKN HN C 4eM He cnyTaewsb. [la n Nnonkn kakne! «ukne Kotbl»,
«Cepble Bonkn», «4epHbie Measeamn», «besymHsle MNMcbi». OcTanbHble OYHYYKN OH He
Y3HaJl, HO U 3TUX YeTbIpex XBaTUT C ronoBon. Opku Wam B 60 CTPONHLIMKU pSaaMN,
KapabuHbI B MOJIOXKEHNN «Ha pPyKy». Xopowun, csosioumn! EMy Bbl Takmne Boncka. A ewe
NyyLe - OrHecTpesibHOro opy>xmsa nobonbLue.

FeHepan-nanagnH NOBepHyJCA B APYryto CTOPoHY. OTTyAa HagBUraamcb UMNepcKune
rBapAenckume rnosikn, X 3HaMeHa OH ToXKe Xopowlo 3Han. OTKyaa 34echb reapaenLbi?!
He 6bi710 X Ha ceBepe, pa3Belka b6bl 0653aTeNbHO A0NI0XKWAa. A B rBapAumn Bce
ocuuepsbl BbilLe NIeNTeHaHTa - ropHble MacTepa. H1u4ero npusTHOro, Mexxay npoyunM.
Ho HecMOTps HU Ha 4TO, YAC/IEHHOE NPENMYLLECTBO 3a HUM. [la 1 clopnpu3bl
nmetoTcs. IHTepecHo, MOHPaBUTCS OpKaM CKOPOCTpesibHoe opyxune? Hebocb, He XayT
Takoro nogapka.

Ecnm 6bl KTO-HUBYOb B3rNsiHY 1 BBEPX, BO3MOXKHO, €ro BHMMaHue npmuBnexkan bobi
NAbIBYLLNE BbICOKO B HEDE NATb pa3HOLUBETHbIX NTUL,. BOT ToNbKo Benn cebsa oHM
HECKOJIbKO CTPaHHO A8 NepHaTbIX, MOYTU He ABUrasacChb C MecTa. [eHepan-nanaanHy B
roJIOBY He NpULLJIO CMOTPETb BBEPX B MOA30PHY0 TPyby, a To Obl OH Cpa3y MOHSN, 4TO
BUOAWT He NTul,.

IMnepaTop 3aBuc B nogHebeckbe, 3a ero CAMHON APOCTHO BUANCHL NONYNPO3payHbie
6enble Kpbl/ibs. OH BHUMATENIbHO Pa3rAsabiBan NOPAAKM KapBEHLIEB, TYT Xe
nepenasas cBegeHus MapLiany Bapry ap 9ctoay, KOMaHAayloLLeMy cuiaMm
COIO3HMKOB.

- Hy 4TO, pbi>Xni, Ha4MHaeM? - noasieTes K CKOMOPOXY OO0BOJIbHO CKaNALWNN KIbIKK
Xpar.

- [la nopa yxe, - cornacunacsa ToT. - [loBecenmm ganeHek MaleHbKO.

- ObazaTenbHO noBecennM! - azapTHO pacxoxoTancs HeT, NpUbAN3NBLUNIACS C
OPYron CTOPOHHI.



KoHeL, 03HaKOMUTEsIbHOro pparMeHTa.
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