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JlioboBb BOpTHUK

MO>XHO 11 NOBEPUTb B HAaCTOSALLME YyBCTBa, €C/X 3a njievdamum goarune rofbl Cyxoro v
be3HanéxxHoro bpaka, KOTOPbIN XKW NUWb 6arofapsa yBa>KeHUIo 1 xxanoctn?Huka
yexana n3 60nbLoro ropoaa B nocésiok n BCTpeTUsa TaM 4YesloBeKa, KOTOPbIN
nepeBepHyN eé XXU3Hb BCEero 3a HeCKOJIbKO AHen. Bckope Hnkosb cTankuBaeTca C
3arago4HbiMu obcToATeNnbCTBaMU. Kakme TalHbl CKpbIBaeT TOT, KOTOPOro OHa
Ha3blBaeT "NobnmMbIn"? CMOXXET 1M OHa COXPaHUTb 3TU PE3KO BCMbIXHYBLUME YyBCTBaA?
Kakon BbIbOp oHa caenaeT? Kakue UcnblTaHUs €€ XAYT Ha NYyTU B HOBYIO XU3Hb?

JTlo6boBb BOPTHMK

BeHeuMaHCKasa MacKa

OTKpblBalo ABEPb Ha YepAaK N MeHs NPOH3aeT KaKoW-TO HEeMOHATHLIN y>kac. Hnkorpa
paHbLUEe 1 TAaKOro He UCMbITbiBaNa. Bpoae 661 MHe He BbI10 CTPALLHO, HO YTO-TO B
TOXX€e BpeMs BCENISNIO B MEHS KaKYHO-TO HEYBEPEHHOCTb B by ayuiem.

A oTKpbisia ABepb. Bcé ObiN0 3aCTaBNEHO CTapbiMn NpeaMeTaMn, CyHAYKaMuU,
06n1a4€éHHbIMN 6enbiMK MPOCTLIHAMU. [ NogowWwa K O4HOMY U3 HUX, OTKPbIa ero. Tam
He Bb1J10 HUNYero NHTepPeCcHOro KpoMe CTapbiX XEHCKMUX NNaTbeB COBETCKUX BpeMeH. 4
MoAoLLIa KO BTOPOMY CYHAYKY, OTKpbIa ero. Tam Obisin Kakmne-To cTapble KHUMN,
3anncku, nepesBsisaHHbie 6e4éBKON. A 3aMeTuNa, 4TO B Yry Yepaaka ctoan 6onbLion
WwKam, TakXe YKPbITbI MPOCTbIHEN.
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A cTawmna 3Ty NpocCTbiHb. LLKad 6611 13 Kakoro-To 4épHoro aepesa. bbino noxoxe,
OyOoTO Nokpacunm yriaém uam oH NoABeprcs orHto. 9 oTkpbiaa 3ToT wkKadg. OH 6bin
MOYTU MYCT, HX MOJIOK, HN Bellen, HNYero, KpoMme Mmackn. BeHeumnaHkon macku. OHa
Oblsla NpekpacHoOW, 1 B TO Xe BpeMs y>KacHOW. MHOro nepbeB KpacHOro useTa, cama
MacKa bbls1a YHEPHOW, C 30JI0TUCTBLIMWU BKpanjieHnaMn. A yameunace. B jome coBeTCKMX
BPEMEH, Cpeau Bellel COBETCKUX BPEMEH, NIEXUT BEHeLnaHCKasa Macka. 4YT1o a3To
MOrJ10 3Ha4YNUTb S He 3Hana. lNo3xe, g goraganace.

ITOT AOMUK B MOCESIKE BOJIOroAckon obnactu g cHana ewé netom. 1o MeHs 34ech
Xnna Kakasa-to babka, 6s1okagHnua. OHa ymepna y>Xe A4aBHO, a A0M CTOSN U
nycToBasi. 3TOT AOM A8 MeHS Hawna cecTpa. OHa bbina ycnewHbIM puenTopoMm un
ObICTPO NpoBena caenky. 4 3annatuia geHorun, cobpana Bewm n cpasy noexana, He
3Has, 4TO MeHS TaM XAET. [loM Bbis1 3aMeyaTeNbHbIN. [IBYX3Ta)KHbIN, C MaHCaAp40Wn,
HebonbwKnM 6aNKOHYNKOM 1 3aCTEKNEHHON BepaHOoN. B HEKOTOPbIX MecTax OKHa
Obinn pa3buTbl, rae-To ux He 6b110 BOOOLE. HO B LuesioMm AoM Bbial 3aMedyaTesbHbIN.

NMoMumMo camoro goma Tam 6bi1 NpekpacHbIn cad. Aroabl, PPYyKThl, BCE CBOE,
AoMallHee. Korga s npuexana, caf ewé 6o B uBeTy. 3a LOMOM Haxo4WUsICs
HebonbLwon Npya. TaM 6bIN Kakme-To KyBLUNHKK, HO OH Obls1 MOPOCLUMM TUHOW -
BUOHO, 4TO ClOa y)Xe OAaBHO HUKTO He npues xaril.

A1 He 3Hal0 NoYEeMYy MeHS MOTSAHYJI0 TakK AasiekKo OoT AoMa. HaBepHoe, MHe Hagoen Mo
MY>X, KOTOPbIA MOCTOSIHHO MHE N3MeHs1. 9 3TO 3Hasa, U OH 3HaJ, YTO A 3Hana. Ho MHe
6b1710 BCE paBHO, MOTOMY YTO 51 ero He ntobuna.

- YCTponcsa Ha HopMaibHYto paboTy. XBaTUT y>Xe CUAeTb Ha MOENn Luee.

- Tbl 3Haellb, KaK TAXKENI0 MHE HAaTU HOPMaibHYO paboTy. Tbl 3Haelb, YTO s MJIOXO
Naxky € noabMun. N MeHA KapTUHbI - 3TO BCE, YTO Yy MeHS eCTb. Mos oTAyLWMHA, MO
npuUcTaHb, MO NpuYan, rge 9 Mory 6uiTb camon coboi.

- Ecnun 6bl TBOM KapTUHbI NPpNHOCKJTN AO0X0o4, A Obl cenyac monyan.

Mbl NOXXEHUINCb YXKe AaBHO, KaK TOJIbKO A 3aKOH4YUa WKony. Foa Ha3an s y3Hana,
4YTO Yy HEro ecTb LIECTUIETHAS A04Yb OT OZIHOM U3 CBOUX COTPYAHULL. OH BU3HECMeEH,
ycrewlHbli. Y Hac XBaTaJlo JleHer, HO He XBaTaJio Tenja. HaBepHoe, N03TOMY £
yexana.



Mown My BCcerga nopuuas MeHs 3a TO, 4TO A 3aHMMalaCb CBOUM AesioM. A nuily
KapTuHbl. 1 MOXeT ObiTb, 3TO MOMOr /10 MHe BbibpaTb MMEHHO 3TOT AOM, C 3TUMMU
nensa>xamun. 3gecb 6bI10 Tak CMOKOMHO, TUX0. MHe ga)ke yaasocChb 3anevyaTneTb 3TOT
OOM Ha HEKOTOpPbIX CBOUX KapTUHaX, HO 1 obpucoBania ero HEMHOro B MHOM CBeTe.
be3 3axonycTbs, MpayYyHOCTN, HA0bOPOT. TakMM, KakKnUM A xoTena bbl ero BnOeTh,
TakKnM, KakuM Bbl 5 xoTena, 4Tobbl OH 6bIN A9 MeHs, B KOTOPOM 5 Bbl npoBena
OCTaTOK CBOUX OHEWN.

A B3sn1a MacKy B pykn. OHa 6blsia CAULWKOM Tsr)xKénas 4Ns MackapaaHoro atpmbyTa.
Bonblue Ha Yepaake MeHst HNYEero He NMPUBAEKIO, U A CcNyCTuNacb obpaTHO B
FOCTUHYIHO.

CobCcTBEHHO, CMAS TaM 3a YallKoW Yas, s yCblllasa CTPaHHble 3BYKW HaBepxy, U3-3a
4yero v NogHsNach Ha Yepaak. 9To OblIM HE TO LLOPOXU, HE TO CKPUMbI, HE TO LWaru.

CnyckasiCb NO fleCTHULUE, 8 pacCMaTpuBasia MacKy. B oHeBHOM cBeTe OHa OKa3anacb
MPOCTO NPEeKpPacHON, TanHCTBEHHOW. Ha Bna oHa 6bina coBepLleHHO HOBas. MHe
3aKpasinCb MbIC/IN, KTO MOT MOAJIOXKUTb €€ B 3TOT WKad), KoMy NoHaaobunnock
npobpaTbCHa B 3aKONI0YEHHbIN 3abpoLIEeHHbIN A0M, 4TOObI AaTb MHE 3TOT 3HaK.
3Ha4vYeHue ero s BCE paBHO He NoHsANa. {1 XKuna 30ecb y>xe bonblie Hegenu, n bonee
MeHee npuBena AOM B NopAanoK. HaHsna cTtpontenen, KOTopblie YCTAaHOBUAW HOBbIE
OKHa W1 3aaenann npopexu B Kpbille. YOopKom AoMa BHYTPU S 3aHANack caMma. MHe
6bIN10 3TO Heobxo4NMO.

1 elé HEMHOr 0O 3aZlep>Kasacb Ha JIeCTHMUE, pa3rnasabiBas Mmacky. Nobopos
pa3MbILLJIEHMS O TOM, KOMY 3TO BCE& noHaaobunock 1 3a4em, 1 6pocuna eé Ha CTONMK,
4TO ObI1 Y NECTHULIbI.

A cHOBa ceJsla 3a Yal 1 OTKpblJla OA4HY U3 OECATKOB KHUI, KOTOpble NpuBe3a c cobon
n3 MNMutepa. He go4ynTaB 1 CTpaHULy, S B3APOrHyia OT BHE3AMNHOro CTyKa B OKHO
BepaHabl.

3a OKHOM £ yBUAEa MOJIOA0r0 My>XHMHY, AOCTAaTOYHO NpuBJsieKaTeNbHoro. M noyemy
NnepBbIM Oe/I0M s nogyMasa UMeHHo 06 3ToM? { noTpsacaa rosloBo, OTrOHSASA 3TU
MbICIN,



OH 6b11 ofeT No-NPOCTOMY, HO BbIJI0O MOHATHO, YTO BELWW HA HEM He U3 OEeLUEBbIX.
HaBepHsKa, KaKOW-TO MECTHbIW YUHOBHUK, MOXKET fa>ke rjiaBa panoHa Win 4To-TO B
3Tom poae. Cnasa bory, a1 He pa3bupatoCb B NOJINTUKE N BO BCEM, YTO C HEN CBSA3AHO.

- BOoT y>X He AymMan, 4TO ero KTo-To KynuT!

- {1 He nokynana. ApeHgoBana, Ha neTo.

- Aa, Torga gena npouwe. Makc, - NnpeacTaBuCs OH, NPOTArMBas MHe pyKy.

- Huka.

- Huka oT Hukonb?

A KuBHya. Ha cekyHAy BO3HMKJIA May3a, CONPOBOXXAaBLUAACA HEU3BECTHbIM MHe
Halnpsa>xeHneM.

- '3Ha4YanbHO A XO0Tes NOCeSNTLCA MMEHHO B 3TOM AoMe. OH CTOMT 4yTb Noofdasb OT
OCTaJIbHbIX, @ Men3a>kn 34ecCb NPOCTO HEBEPOATHLIE. Buaenn smna Ha peyky? Ecnm Obi
A 6bl/1 Xy4OXKHMKOM, A 6bl TO4HO HapuCcoBas 3TOT BUA.

- Hanucanwm 6bl, -norpaBunJia e€ro 1.

- 3Ha4YnT, A He nporagana, N MHe 6y,£l,eT YEM 3aHATbCA 34€Cb 3TUM JIETOM.

- A Kakune-HMbyab CBOM KapTUHbI NoKa)keTe? 9 Bellb NPaBUIbHO BaC NOHSAN?

OH 3aynbibancs, n s 3aMeTua, Kak cierka rnokpacHen. NMogyman, a He ownbecs nn oH
C BbIBOOAMMW.

- [la, ecnu Bac 3TO 3aMHTEpPECYeT, -9 He caep>kasia yblibKy B OTBET.

A npensioXxunia eMy 4ato U Yepes HEKOTOPOE BPEMS Mbl Y)Ke CUAENN Ha BepaHae,
co3epLas 3apocLunii npya.

- BaM Hy>XHO MoYncTuTb ero. [1es0 MUHYTHOE, a NoJfb3bl CKOJIbKO By feT.



- Ecnun 661 MHe KTO-TO B 3TOM MNOMOr. Y MeHsl Beb Aa>Ke WHCTPYMEHTOB HUKAKNX C
coboin HeT.

- Hy, MOXXHO NMOCMOTPETb, 4TO OCTaJIOCb Y MEHA B rapake OT MPe>XHUX X035eB.
YBepeH, TaM eCTb 4TO-TO nogxogsiiee.

S1 pana NoHsATb, 4TO 0f06pPsAto ero NpeasioXKeHme.

- A paBHO Bbl 3[eCb y>XXe? lHorga s npoxa>XmBatCb TYT, KakK U CErofiHS YyTPOM,
HanpuMmep, 1 A0 3TOro AHSA HUKOro TyT He BuAaen.

- YyTb 6osblUE Heagenw.

- A XunByT TYyT bosiblle roga. NMpuexan npowaon BeCHOW. Tak Hagoen MHe 6osbLION
ropoA, CToNnYHasa cyeTa. [lpy3bsa OTroBapuBaiun, «HY 4TO Thbl TaM genaTb bypewb?»,
«a Kak e paboTa?». A MHe BCE oCTOo4YepTeno.

MaKC OTKWUHYJICA Ha CMUHKY CTyJsa. BocmoMmnHaHns 0 NPoLLION XXN3HU ABHO
NOCTaBNISANN €MY HEMNPUATHbIE OLLYLLEHNS.

- A cemMbd?

- 0a HeT, C 3TNM A Kak-TO HUKOra He criewunn. A poantenam BCcé paBHO. MaTb yexana
3a rpaHuuy Korga mHe 1 15 He 6b110, a oTel 3aHMMaeTcs BusHecoMm, eMy He [0 MOUX
npobnem.

A norpycTtHena n oH 3To 3aMeTua. YeCTHO roBops, 1 He HacTpoeHa bbina Ha
pPa3roBOpbl 0 XXNU3HU 1 Nnpobnemax.

- YT0O-TO 9 pa3oTKpPOBEHHMNYANCH.

OH yJ'IbI6HyJ'ICF|, d NMNOTOM HEeCKOJIbKO CeKYyH NnomoJiyall.

- Bbl oTKY#a?

- CaHkT-lMeTepbypr.



OH 3akmBan rososon, 6yaTo 1o, 4TO A 13 MNnuTepa 6bIIO HAaNMCaHO Yy MeHA Ha fnue,
WX OH 3HaJ 3TO 3apaHee, Uan No KpanHen mepe, goragbiBascs.

Onanor He cTpounncsa. CHoBa NOBUCNO Hanps)xeHue. 1 ycTaBuaacb Ha 3apoCLUmni
TUHOM NpyAa. MHe nokKasasnock, 4TO BOAA N TUHA Ha MOBEPXHOCTU CJlerka
Bubpuposanun. A 3agymanace. [llo4yBCcTBOBaB Ha cebe B3rngaag Makcuma, s
rnoBepHyfnacb K HeMy. OH NpUCTasZIbHO CMOTPEST Ha MEHS.

ToNIbKO He HaAo rynbliX NOAKAaTOB, HOPMaJibHO Xe cnanm!

- Bbl 3HaeTe 4TO-HNMBYAb O BEHELUMAHCKMX MacKax?

- Mackax? Tex, B KOTOPbIX Ha MacKapaabl N KapHaBaJibl BCAKNE XOO0AT?

Yl HECKOJIbKO pa3 KMUBHYIA.

- TONbKO TO, YTO B HUX XOOAT Ha MaCKapaabl N KapHaBaJlbl BCAKUNE.

OH ynbIbHYNCA, @ A CHOBa eMy oTBeTUNa. Ho Mos ynbibka BAPYr nepepocsia B CMELLOK,
a NOTOM M B HACTOALLMA cMex. MakCcuM noaaep kasn MeHs.

- 4l noKa)Ky BaM Koe-4yTo.

A1 NnpuHecna eMy Macky.

- 9 Hawna eé ceroaHsa, Ha Yepaake, B 60/bLLIOM CTapoM LKady. TaM HMYero He 6bis1o,
Kpome Heé. YMa He NpuioxXy, KTO MOr €é Tya MOoJIOXKUTb U 3a4eM.

- Bbl TYyT ogHa uBéte? MoxxeT, KTO U3 3HakoMbIX nobanosanca? Ho kpacmeo. He
BblbpacbiBanTe, ocTaBbTe cebe. [ToTOM yeaeTe AOMOW, KOrga 3aKOHYNTCS apeHaa,
3abepéTe eé, byaeTe BCNOMNHATL O XOPOLLNX AHAX B 3TUX MeCTax.

- 91 XKMBy 04Ha, N 3HAKOMbIX Y MeHS 30eCb HET, KpOMe Bac Ternepb. He aymato, 4To 3TO
caoenanuv Bbl. la u Korga a npmexana, 4om 6bin 3akosoYveH, BCé 6110 B nbian. U To,
YTO 3TO CTPOUTENN KOTOPbIX A MpuUrnallana, 1 04eHb COMHEBalChb. [pocTuTe, HO
60/1bHO OHW rpybble ANa TaKOW YTOHYEHHOW BELLMW.



- NencTBNUTENbHO YTOHYEHHAsA. A 4 BCE BCNOMMHas 3TO ¢s1oBO. OHO KaK HM O4HO
Apyroe nooxoauT K HeW. ICKycCTBO, - BOOAYLUEB/IEHHO B340XHYJ1 OH.

- Kak oymaeTe, oHa coBpeMeHHas? Ha B1u OHa CoBepLUeHHO HOBas.

- Mo)xeT XopoLlOo coxpaHmMnacb. He noka>keTe Ball Yepaak?

Mbl noAHANNUCE. MaKCUM aKKYypPaTHO OTKpPbI1 ABEPb, NpeaBapuTesibHO 03Mpadchb No
cTopoHaM. OH MPOLUESCA MO NOMELLEeHUI0, 3arJIgHy, Kak U 1, B CYHAYKN, a NOTOM B
wKadg.

- Y4nTbiBas, 4TO Ha Yepaake BCE B MblIN, N BHYTPU WKada Toxe, ecnm bbl OHa
ne)kana 3aecb 0osaro, oHa 6bl Toxke 6bina B nNbiin. YT0 3TO 3a maTepuman, bapxaTt? Ha
HEM 6blna 6bl XOpOLIO 3aMeTHa Nbijib. A MOCMOTPUTE B WKadg, suanTe? Ecam 6bl Macka
nexkana TaM XoTs Obl HECKONbKO AHEWN, 0CTaNcsa Obl KAKOW-TO cfief, 0OTNEeYaTOK MOXXHO
CKa3aTb. /I3 BCEro MHOK CKa3aHHOI0, MOXKHO CcAeNnaTb BbIBOA, YTO €€ NMoaJ/I0Xnan
Clo[la Y>Ke B TO BPeMS, KaK Bbl CTasIM XO3MKOM 3TOro AomMa, nycTb N BPEMEHHOMN.
Bo3M0O>XHO, 3T0 6b1/10 cAeNnaHOo AaXke npolelwen HoYbto. Bbl xopowo cnuTte? Huyero
He C/bllann, MOXKEeT Larn Kakme-t1o?

OH BCeM BNAOM Obl1 MOXO0XX Ha KAaKOro-TO CbIWMKa, HO 3TO BbIJI0 NNLb Urpa, XOTa K
CY>XOEHNs ero s He Ha3BaNa 6bl TOXXHbIMU. [OBOPUTb O TOM, YTO YTPOM S CJibllIana
CTPaHHble 3BYKM, LOHOCUBLLMECSH C YephaKa, A He CTana. Bapyr, oH He CbIlWWK, a
ncmxuaTp. Mpodeccnn pasHbie, HO YTO OAMH, YTO BTOPON - MOMELUAHHbIe, ULLLYT
OTBETbI Ha 3arafkKn B NPOUCXOXKOEHNN HEKOTOPbLIX Bewen, N B 6ONbLUNHCTBE C/ly4HaeB
He 3aMeyvaloT o4eBMaHoro. Yenosek ybua, NnoToMy 4TO NCUX, @ MCUX - MOTOMY 4TO
ybun. Ho He Bce ybuinubl Ncnxm, n He BCce ncuxm - ybmnusl. BoT 1 BCS noruka.
PaboTan, ncxonsa ot atoro, n byget tebe cHacTbe, NOBbILLEHHAA PACKPbLIBAEMOCTb
npectynnaeHunn n ceobogHbie KONKKN B NcnxbonbHmMue. Hu4ero cio>xxHoro.

AXx, ecnu 6bl 3T0O BbIIO 4ENCTBUTENIbHO TakK.

- 4 cno 4yTKO, N ecnn Obl HaBepXxy Obls10 6bl KAKOE-TO ABUXKEHNE, yCJblllaJla Obl.

- 9TO CTAHOBUTCHA MHTEPECHbLIM.

OH NocMOTpes Ha Yacbl HA CBOEW pyKe 1 NOBOPOLLMIT BOJIOCHI.



- MHe Hy>XHO BO3BpaLlaTbcs AoMon. EcTb HebonbLwmne, HO BaXkHble aena. Ecnin He
NpoTuUB, A NPNAY K BaM CHOoBa. MoXeT, 4To-HMby b 3a 3TO BpeMs NPOSACHUTCS.
Paccka)xeTe MHe.

9 cornacunacs.

NMpoBoane Makcuma, 9 CHOBa ycesiacb 3a 4Yan. M CHoBa NOCALILWANNCL TAXKENble
MenJiIeHHble Wwarun, 6yaTo KTO-TO O4€eHb He XoTes ObiTb 3aMeYeHHbIM. { B34POrHyia.
Boibe)xxaB Ha BepaHAy B Hagexae, 4To Makcum He ywén ganeko, 1 ysuaena y npyaa
CUAALLEro MY>XYUHY.

OpoXXb N X0/1000K r|p06e>Kan|/| no crimHe.

OH 6bl1 06Ha)KEHHBIM, TPSA3HbLIM 1 04eHb XyAblM, KOCTNABbIM. Bonockl 6bi1n cegbie un
peakune. OH Tepebun nx, 6yaTo €ro rosloBy U3benanm Kakme-tTo HaCeKOMBbIE.

9 o4yeHb 6oanacb n3gaTb XOTb KAaKOMN-TO 3BYK. 9 B3siJla Ba3y, 4TO CTOsAJ1a Ha CTOJIE Ha
BepaHAbl, LBETbI BbITAHY/1a N NON0XKWa Ha NOOOKOHHUK. MeasieHHO OTKpbIBas ABepPb,
S CTUCKMBasa Ba3y B pyke. TONIbKO A XO0TesNla OKPUKHYTb 3TOr0 YenoBeKa, Kak OH
obepHyncsa n obpatnicsa Ko MHe.

- OH NpuAaéT ewé. OH Ko BCceM npuxoanTt. OH NbUT nonrpaTs.

9 octonbeHena.

- KTo Bbl Takoun? No4eMy Bbl pa3feTbl? Bam Hy>KHa noMoLub?

- HeT, 4épT Tebs noaepun! - oH NOANPbLIrHY U HAaNpPaBWUCA KO MHe, a 1 He Moria
MoLueBeNINTbCS, -MOMOLLb Hy>KHa Tebe.

Koraa oH noabexxan BMJIOTHYIO K OBEPN, A MNorbiTaJlaCb eé 3aKpPbITb, HO OH Ha4all
JIOMNTbCA KO MHe B OOM, TO U O€eJI0 MPOTArnBaa KO MHe CBOW KOCT/IABbIE PYKN, 6y,£I,TO
X0TeJ1 CXBaTUTb MeHA.

- OH NpnAET, NpupeET, n Tebe onAaTb byaeT 60nbHO. OH oNATL TebS YOLET, Thl ONATL
Oyoewb ropeTsb.



NOTOM OH COLLEN Ha KPUK, Ayliepa3gnparownin, MyYnTesibHbIN KPUK.

- ¥Yxoawn, yxogu! Mpowy Tebsa, yxogn!

3BYKWN HaBepPXy BbIINANCL B FPOXOT, HEMNPUINYHO FPOMKUN, N 9 06epHynacb OT
ncnyra. B 3ToT MOMEHT My>X4MHa OTNYCTWUA ABEPb U PUHYJICS MPoYb. S Npmxanach K
3aKpbITON ABepu, NPoAoJSIKas CTUCKMBATL Ba3y. Hano 66110 B3aTb HOMep MakcuMma...

[POXOT Ha BEPXY CTUX TakK »Xe pe3Ko, KakK ycununncs. HecKonbko MUHYT A CTosi1a
HeaBUXMMa.

Korga MeHsi OTNyCTWA0, S NPOLUIa B FOCTUHYO. 9 abContoTHO He NoHMMana, 4To BCE
3T0 6b1J10. 3Ta Waru, 3ToT My>X4MHa, 3Ta Macka. OHa fiexxana Ha XXypHaJlbHOM
CTOJIMKE, XOTSA 1 OTYET/INBO NMOMHWMIA, YTO NOC/E TOro, Kak Nokasassa eé Makcumy,
nonoxxuna eé obpaTHO Ha CTOJINK Y NECTHULbI.

HaBepHoe, A colWna C yMa, Winm KTO-TO MNblTaeTCAd cneunaJibHO CBECTU MeEHA C YMa.

9 pa3mbilWwnana Hag choBaMu Toro ctapuka. OTKyaa oH Boobuie B3a1ca? Y MeHs
MOSABMJIOCb MHOXXECTBO BOMNPOCOB K MakcmMy. 9 o4eHb XXAana ero npuxoaa,
Hagessacb, 4TO OH MOMOXKET MHe pa3obpaTbcsa. HoYblo 1 4ONFO HE MOorna yCHyTb. «OH
npnaét, Tebe onatb byaeT 60/bHO, OH ONATL TEbA YOLET...»

IloMa 6b1710 TUXO, 51 yCroKounacb N CMorja yCHyTb.

Becb cnenywowmnm aeHb A xxagana Makcmma, HO OH He MpPULLESN, U ewwé Yyepes eHb
ToXe. C MOMeHTa Hallero 3HakKoMCTBO NPOLUIO 4 AHSA, @ OH TaK N He MOoABUJICS.

A pewmnna NporynaTbCa 40 PeKU, NMOCMOTPETb Ha BUAbl, O KOTOPbIX MHE FOBOPUJI
MakcuM. B3sna ¢ cobon Kpacku, KUCTU 1 MosibbepT. MNMpoxoass MUMMO MacKW, MeHS
npobuna opoxb. A pewnna B3aTb €€ ¢ cobon. ECam y>X He yaacTCa HapucoBaTb
nensaxx, Hapucyto e€. UHCTpyMeHTbl 1 MacCKy S CJIOXKWIa B CYMKY, TyOyc n monbbepT
3aKUVHYyNa Ha rnJsieyo, Kak mMorna. 4 y>ke noaxonunna K gsepsiM, HO 3aBO3MBLUNCH C
KJIl04aMn, He 3aMeTusa cToaBlero y nopora Makcmma. OH CNOKOMHO OCMaTpuBan
[OM, HO He TOpPOoNu/CA NOCTy4YaTb, OyATO 3HaAJ, 4TO CKOPO A A0JIXKHA BbIMTU CaMa.



- No6pbin aeHb! Cobpannck kK peke? Camoe Bpems. [Tloroaka-To No3BosserT.
Mony4nTCca oTAnYHasa KapTUHa.

OH ynbibanca MHe, n NPOTAHYN PYKY, Npeasiaraa NomMoLb. 9 He cTasna OTKa3biBaTb U
oTAana emy MmosabbepT n TybyC.

- Hy 4To, KaK Bbl TYT NOXWUBaAM 3TK AHU? MPOCTMUTE, HE CMOT MNPUATU paHbLLE, - OH
CTaJl oNpaBAbIBaTbCA. BICTPO OH MOHA, 4TO 3TO ObIJIO HEMNO3BONNUTEJILHO AOroe
oXuaaHue nocse ero obelwaHns, - MHe NpPUCIaan aena u3 CTosNLbl, HYXKHO ObIsIo
pa3obpaTbCcs ¢ HUMU. Hadelock, BaM He TpeboBasnacbk MOS MOMOLLb B 3TU OHW.

- HeT, BCE 6b1710 CNOKOWMHO. HMKaKnUX nponciecTBu.

YT106bI OH NOCYMTaN MeHAa cyMacweawen? Hy yxx HeT. B To, 4To npousoweaulee co
MHOW 6b110 NpaBaon, MOrJla NMOBEPUTb TOJILKO f.

- [0a? Torpa, s o4eHb paj, - CHoBa ynblbHYyNCA. 1 [0 Yero ke XopoLw OH C 3TOW CBOen
6e33aboTHOM ynbibkoW, YEPT Nobepw.

- Bbl By4TO paccTpoOUANCh, HTO HNYEro He NPOU30LLJIO0, NAW YAUBUANCE, MOTOMY 4YTO
Oblnn yBepeHbl B 06paTHOM.

- XoTen noTewnTb CBOE caMoobre n nourpaTb B repos, BCero-to. Ho Bbl MHe U
3TOro He NMo3Boauan. Hy xoTb MoibbepT JOHecy, - OH CHOBa 3acMesJics, a A
ynblGHYyNacb B OTBET, rNAAA Ha HEro, HO OH CMOTPES MoJ, HOrU.

Torpa Ha BepaHae, Ha MrHOBeHMe, MHe MOoKa3aJIoCb, YTO OH 3aUHTepecoBasiCs MHOWN.
Kak xopowio, 4To 4 owmbnace.

Mbl BbILLN K peke. MHe OTKpbIICA yAUBUTENbHbIN BUA. Mbl OKa3anncb Ha obpbiBe,
KOTOpPbIA TAHYNCSA MeTpoB Ha 20, a fanblue - peka. MeHs BAOXHOBW 3TOT BUA, U 4
cena 3a MonbbepT. HeECKO/IbKO MUHYT A MbiTaslaCb Ha4YaTb NMUCATb, HO YTO-TO He
[aBano rnokosi. Mol cnyTHUK 3a4yMYMBO FsiAen B pacnsibiBalOWMNCSA FTOPU3OHT.

- CerogHs 6ynet rpo3a. Buante? Kakne obnaka rycrbie, TS)KEnble.



4 He morna coCcpenoToHnTbCA Ha KapTuUHe, MO MbICJIN N3benaJl TOT CTapuUK y npymna,
C ero KpaCHbiMu rnasaMm mn KOCTnAaABbIMN PyKaMn, TAHYLLLIMMNCA KO MHE.

-MakcuMm, - OH OCTaBaJICad CMOTpPETb Ha obnaka, 66121 HEMOOABUXKHBIM 1 6€3yLIaCTHbIM.

-MakcuM! - OH OrISIHYJICS HA MEHSA, pacTepssCs, a g 3arfisHyna B ero rnasa. OHu
6blnn Takne rnybokune, 3aa4yMUmMBbIE, U YAUBUTENBbHO NpeKpacHble. OH NPUHSAI
NoJIOXKEHNE, roBopsLliee, YTO OH FOTOB MeHs CNyLIaThb.

- Mocne Toro Kak Bbl YWN OT MEHS B TOT AeHb, ByKBalbHO Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO
MUHYT...B AOMe noc/biwanncb Kakme-To CTpaHHble 3BYKUW, TUMNa LWaros, LWOpPOxXoB. MHe
CTaso XYTKO, U A XOoTesla BEpHYTb BacC, HO Bbl y>Xe CKPbIJINCb N3 BUAy. Bo3mMoXxHo...4
He obpaTuia BHMMaHNA, MO BHUMaHWe Bb1s10 NPMKOBaHO K ApyromMy. Y npyna cugen
KaKOW-TO MY>X4MHa, MOJIHOCTbIO OOHa)>KEHHbIN, KOCTNABbIA, TAKON HENPUATHbIW...OH
Ha4asl FOBOPUTb MHE CTPaHHbIe BELM, 4TO A A0JIKHA YATKU, 4TO MHe CHOBa byaeT
601bHO. MOXeT ObITb, 3TO KaKON-TO Bersbin NPecTYyNHUK NN NauneHT? BO3MOXKHO OH
He npeacTassifa ONacHOCTU, HO BKYMe C TAaUHCTBEHHbIMU 3ByKaMu OH NPOU3BEs Ha
MeHs MpayHoe, nyrapLliee BnevyaTieHme.

MaKC/M CTafl O4eHb BCTPEBOXKEHHbIM, B3rN54 CTas CypoOBbiM N 06€CMOKOEHHbIM, HO
OCTaBaJICs NpeKpacHbIM. [MocnenHnn pa3 g BUAEena Takon B3rnsg y My>ka, Koraa oH
y3Han 0 CMepTu oTua.

- MpocTtuTe, HNKa, HO A BCMOMHW O HEOTJIOXKHbIX Aenax. Hagewckb, Bbl BepHETECH
AOOMOW paHblle, 4eM HAYHETCS rposa.

- KoHe4yHo. He becnokonTechk. [lena He O0/IKHbI XXAaTb. Makcum! He mornm 6ol Bbl
OCTaBUTb MHe CBOW HOoMep TenedoHa, Ha Cly4yan, ecsin y MeHs ToXXe NOSBUTCA K BaM
HeoTNoXXHOoe aeno.

OH 0oCTaBWJ1 MHE HOMep 1 04eHb BbLICTPO 3allaras B CTOPOHY Moero goma. lNyTb K ero
AOMY npoJsieran MMeHHO 4Yepes3 MO NanncagHuk, 4pyrux Tpomn uam Oopoxxek He 6bio.

PaboTa y MeHs He Kneunnacb, a rpo3a 6biia 6avxe n 6amxe. MNMocnbilWanicb NepBbie
packaTbkl rpoma. 9 cobpasack 1 nocrewnna AOMON.



Bblf1I0 OKOJIO AEBATU BeYepa, Korga CTUXms pasbirpaslacb He Ha WYTKY. MosHMK
CBEpPKa/ZIM TO B OJHOM OKHE, TO B IPYroM, 03apsis MO FOCTUHYI0. 9 cnaena npu
TYCKJIOM CBE€Te HOYHMKA, HO BAPYr CBET norac.

CTtano abcoNtoTHO TEMHO, a C yanubl b1 CaibileH BOW BeTPa U BelleHbIn CTYK LOXXOA.
NMpocnaes B Takon TeMHOTe MUHYT 20, A ycabiWwana CTyK B ABepb. A B3s71a GOHAPUK U
rnoToponuniacb OTKPbITb. Ha nopore cTtosa oH.

Becb MOKpPbIN, CbEXMBLUNNCA, OH LWYPWS rnasa oT poHapHOro ceeta. JiueeHb
CTeKaNcsa No HemMy ropHom pekon, ero 6enasn pybalika npunmnna K Teny mn g
pa3srnagena ero npekpacHyto urypy. Bonocel To 1 geno naganm Ha amuo, a oH
MaHALWMM OBUXKeHneM ybupan ux Hasagd. B 3Ty Henoroay oH 6bis1 yMONOMpPadinTENbHO
Kpacue. 1 HaBepHoOe BbIrAsa4ena 0O4eHb rayno, paccMmaTpuBas ero, obysacb um, B
TaKOW MOMEHT.

OH 4yTO-TO Kpun4dasa MHe CKBO3b LIJyMeBLIJI/IVI 0OXAb, HO 4 He Cpa3y MNMoH4AJa.

KoHel, 03HaKOMUTEeNbHOro pparMeHTa.

Kynutb: https://tellnovel.com/bortnik _lyubov/venecianskaya-maska
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