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CKa304HbIN iIMNepaTop Ha 0XoTe MNbITancs NoACTPESINTb rasesb, HO OHa
npeBpaTuiiacb B MPEKPACHYIO AEBYLLKY, BMOCAeACTBUN CTaBLUYO ero XeHon. OgHako,
npnobpeTs YenoBeyeckunin 061K, XeHLMHa He caenasiacb YESI0BEKOM: Yy HEE HeT
TEHW, N OHa He MOXeT CTaTb MaTepblo. OTeu MnepaTpuubl, Lapb NOA3EMHbIX OYXO0B
Kenkoban, coobuiaeT govyepun CBOtO BOJIO: NoAobHO BCEM NOASM, OHa AOJ/KHA UMETb
TeHb, MHa4Ye MyX e€ NpeBpaTUTCS B KaMeHb, @ OHa HaBCeraa BO3BPaTUTCA B
noA3emMHoe LapcTBo. [10 UCTEYEHUS CPOKa OCTAETCHA TpU AHS, a Y IMnepaTpulbl HET
HMKaKUX HadeX[ Ha CrnaceHne Myxa...
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NepBana rnaea

NMmnepaTop 6bia1 B NOKOSAX MMNepaTpuLbl, HTOO YKPbITbCA OT JIETHEr0 3HOS, OHa
obnoboBana cebe Nnokon Ha BepxHen Teppace ronyboro geopua. Kopmuauvua no
NpmMBbIYKE 3aCTbl/la Ha CTPa)ke Ha Teppace, pyras cyabby, KoTopas oThana ee
rocnoxxy, et N peBHOCTHO OXPaHsAeMyto A0Yb MOTYLLECTBEHHOIr0 KHA35 OyXOB,
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3aMy>X 3a CMEPTHOIr0 My>X4uHY, NyCTb La>e OH N NUMrepaTop ro-BOCTOYHbIX
OCTpPOBOB. B cBoOeM BoOHparkeHUn oHa No-npexxHemy bblna BMecTe C LOBEPEHHbIM el
pebeHKOM-(heel Ha OANHOKOM MaJIeHbKOM OCTPOBE, OMbIBAEMOM BOAaMN YEPHOro Kak
CMOJIb 03epa, OKPY>XKEHHOr0 CEMbIO IYHHbIMW FOpPaMu, Fae OHU BeSIN CNOKOMNHYIO
yeAVWHEHHYI0 XWN3Hb. CHOBa el Ka3asl0Cb, YTO OHa CMOTPUT Ha ANTA-MOAPOCTKA,
KOTOpOEe Ha ee rsnasax npespaLlasocb B APKO-KPaACHYIO pbIOKY 1, CBETACh, CKOJIb3UJ10
B TEMHbIX BOAAX NOTOKaA, Wi NPUHUMasno obpas NTULbl U MOPXano B YrpOMbIX BETBSAX.
Ho ee Me4yTaHnA pa3opBasio HENPUATHOE ABOSKOE ollyLlleHue aencTentenbHocTu. C
HEenpou3BOJIbHbIM B3[J0XOM OHa pacrnaxHyJsa riasa n nocmoTpesa B rnybb 4apytouen
TeMHOTbl. OHa obpaTunia BHUMaHMe Ha 3apeBo Hapg bonbwunm npyaom. CeeveHune
ObICTpo NpubnKanocCh, KOrga oHO KacasloCb MaKyLWeK fepeBbeB, OHU TOXe
Ha4YMHanm ceeTuTbCsa. Ee ckoBan cTpax: 3To 6bI/10 CyLLLEeCTBO C TOr0 CBeTa, K KOTOPOMY
OHa TOXKe NpuHaanexana, Ho yxe bonbule, 4em rog, NpeacTaTb Nepes KOTOPbIM el
He XBaTaJI0o CMeNoCTU: 0gHAKO 3T0 bbin He Kenkoban, oTeL ee rocrnoXu, MHa4vye oHa
Obl cunbHee apoxkana. Korga Teppaca o3apujiacb CBETOM, AblXaHMEe MUpa OYyXOB
MPOH3UJI0 ee A0 MOo3ra KoCcTen. lMoCcNaHHNK CTOSAN nepen HeN Ha NJOCKOW Kpbille B
nocnexax n3 ronybon yewymu, Kotopblie NAOTHO obneranu ero KopeHacTtoe Teno. Ero
NCCNHA-YepHble BONOCHI OblNM 3anseTeHbl B KOCY, ero rsia3a ceBepkaan. «KTo Tol? -
NCNyraHHO cNpocusia KopMuanua, - Tebsa 9 HM pasy He Bnagena». «fA aseHaguaTbin,
3T0ro Tebe fo/MKHO BbITb 4OCTAaTOYHO, - OTBETU NOC/AaHHUK. - A 30eCb 3ajato
BOMPOChHI, TBOE O€e/10 - 0OTBeYaTb. HOCUT N B 3TOT pa3 OHa HEPOXXAEHHOIN0 B CBOEM
noHe? MNMponsoLwno im B 3TOM MecsiLe To, 4ero Mbl Bce Tak bonmca? To rope Tebe un
MHe, 1 BCeEM HaM». KopMunanua sHepru4yHo 3aMmoTalia rofloBon. «Ttak oHa elle He
oTObpacbiBaeT TeHb?» - 3a4aBa fajiblle BONPOChl NOCNAHHUK. «HeT, - 3akpuyana
KopMuanua. - 1 Mory 3aBepuTb Teba B 3TOM, Kak 1 OQUMHHaALUaTb TeX, 4TO MPUXoanau
0o 1ebs, kak ToNbKo npoxoann mecsal. OHa TakXXe oTbpacbiBaeT TeHb, Kak ecnu Obl
ee Teno 6b1710 N3 ropHOro xpyctansa. To, 4TO OHa ocTaBnsdeT nocne cebs, KaMHU, TpaBy
nnu Boay, CUSAeT nocse Apye, 4eM U3yMmpyabl U Tonasbl». «bnarogapu ceoero
co3faTens, YTo 3TO TakK, CTOSA Ha KOJleHAX Bnarofgapu, NerkoMblC/IeHHasa XXeHLWHa,
3acny>KuBatoLlan Kapbl». «JlerkombicnieHHas! 3acnyxusatowasn Kapbl! 4 gomkHa bbina
CBOVMM pyKaMn CJIOBUTb IOPKYI0 pbibKy B Boae? 1 Morna ygep>aTb 3a pora MoJsio4yo
CTPONTUBYIO Frasenb? 3a4eM OH fas en gap nepesonjoweHnsa? Tak oHa nonana B
pykun mogen! YTo ToNkKy oT Moen 64NTEeNbHOCTUN, MOUX MOCTOSAHHbIX CTPaxoB!». «Bcex
HY>XHO NPOBEPATb», - OTBETUJ NOC/AaHHUK. «/1 noYyeMy, - BO3pasunsia KOpMUInLa, -
OHa CHOBa NoTepssia CBON BOLWEDHbIN fap, KOTOPbLIN el cenyac TakK Hy>XXeH,
6narogaps KOTOpoOMy OoHa Morna 6bl CHOBa nU3bexxaTb 3/710ro poka, Tak>Ke Kak OHa
ctoga nonanal» «Bce nmeeT cBoe BpeMs, nHa4vye He 6bino bbl ncnbiTaHWMA. [IBeHaauaTb
JIYH MPOLUIOo, OCTanoch Tpu AHA!» «Tpu AHA!» - 3aKpuYvana KopMmuanua,
nepenosiIHeHHas PafocTblo. NoCAaHHUK CTPOro NOCMOTpeNn Ha Hee: «KTo Hay4un
Teb4, - CKasas OH, - CpaBHMBATb MrHoBeHUA? Cobepucb U He CNyCKal C Hee rnas.



3o0n0Tasa Boga CTPAHCTBYET MO CcBeTy, byaeT He 04eHb XOpPOLLIO, eC/in OHa ee
BCTPETUT». «Boaa XNU3HU? - 3aKpuyasia KOpMUIMLA, - 4 HUKOrga He Bugena ee,
ObIOLLYIO KIIOYOM, A 3HAt0, OHA MOJIHA TAMHCTBEHHbLIX 4APOB, OHA MOXKET NMOMOYb el
Nosy4nTb TeHb?». OHa Bbl NPOAO/IKMAA PACcCNPOChI, HO e NoKa3anoChb, YTO OHa
CNbIWKWT No3aamn cebsa B cnasbHe Kakon-To wopox. OHa noBepHyna rosoBy 1 yemaena
bneaHbINn cBET OT Namnbl UMNepaTopa. OCTaBMB CBOIO CASLLYIO XXEHY, OH CTOSAN
MOJIHOCTbIO oAeThin. KopMunumua nocnewHo obepHynacb - NOCNaHHUK UCYe3, CBET,
KOTOPbLIN €ro OKpY>Kasl, Ka3asloCb, 3anosHKUA cobon BCE BOKPYr. iIMnepaTop sierkon
MOCTYNbIO NpoLes MUMO PUrypbl KOPMUNLLbI, OHa CKJIOHWUACh K Noay. OH TakxXe
Masio obpallan Ha Heé BHUMaHUA, Kak ecnn Bbl nepen HUM nexxkan Kycok Kospa. OH
YCTPEMUICA K KPato KPbILLW, MOAHAB FOJIOBY, BCMAaTPUBAJICA B CYMEpPEeYHYo Aallb.
CBeXxui BeTep NnpuHec eMy 13 3ao0b61a4yHoOM Oanm TO, 4TO OH XOTenN yCblwaTbk. B
TULWNHE NAaTaHOBOM ajislen emMy NMoABENIN KOHS, N0 ero npukasy KonbiTa 6biau, Kak
Bcerga, obMoTaHbl MaTepuen; No NPMBbIYKe, 3a40/1r0 A0 TOro, Kak 3abpe3xuT benbin
OEHb OH Bble3)KaJsl Ha OXOTY, OCTaBMB CBOIO APEMJIIOLLYI0 Cyrnpyry, Be4epoM OH
BO3BpalLasca TONIbKO Torga, korga y>xe gpakesnbl ropesn Ha bantocTpagax necTHULbI,
a KOMHaTa b6bln1a 3anoJiHeHa MAMKUM CBETOM AEBATU NaMmn. TeM He MeHee, HU O4HY
HOYb Ha MPOTSXKEHUWN 3TOro rofa, ABEHagUaTb MeCsLEB KOTOPOro Nnpnbnamxanmce K
KOHLY, OH He NpoBef BAa/IM OT CBOEWN XXeHbl. KopMuanua Bowia BHYTPb U npucena B
HOrax cnsiwien, Ha Kpat KpoBaTu; C 4BONCTBEHHbLIM YYBCTBOM HEXXHOCTWN OHa
CMOTpesia Ha CBO BoCnMTaHHMUY. OHa BbiTawmaa n1amny n otTeesia eé B CTOPOHY: HU
HaMeKa Ha TeHb Ha CTeHe OT roJioBbl, MJje4, TOHKUX Kpacueblix bepep. Cnawas
MeTaJjlaCb BO CHe, ee L0 UCKAa3uoCb OT 60K, Nerknin CTOH BbIpBasICA U3 ropna u
copBancsa c ry6. BHe3anHO oHa OTKpbI/iia rnasa, NoaHsAAack B KPOBATU, KakK AUKUN
3Bepb, KOTOpPbIN cbpacbiBaeT COH B MFTHOBEHME OKa, OHa OornpaBuaacb OT CHa. «OH
yexan, - CKa3asa oHa. - 1 B 3ToT pa3 byaeT oTCyTCTBOBaTb TPM HO4YM». KopMuanua
B34pOrHyna, OHa BCMOMHMAA C/10Ba NMOCJIaHHMKA, HO BbICTpO coBnagana ¢ cobon. «4To
Tbl BUAULLb BO CHE? - CMPOCKJIa OHa BTOPOMSAX, — TBOU CHbl Y>KaCHbI». «OH OTnpaBucs
B ropbl Ha NMOUCKWN CBOEro KPacHOro CoKosla, - CKa3asna umnepartpuua. - N He
YCMOKOWUTCSA, MOKa He HAaNOET ero, fAa)ke ecanm eMy noHagobuTca gns sToro TpuauaTh
OHen n TpuauaTb HoYen». «ope HaM, 4TO Mbl OKa3asJIMCb cpeaun N aen, - 3aBena
KopMuamua. - 3To TakK AaNIEKO 3aLU10, YTO Tbl BO CHE y)Xe BbIMrA4ANLWb NOYTU KaK UM
nogobHas!» «floyeMy Tbl HE OCTaBWUIa MEHs CNaTb? - 3aKpuyasa nMnepaTpuua, - 4To
A 6yny nenatb BCE 3TO BpeMs, ecsin Bbl 1 MOraa oTNpaBuUTbLCA BCAed 3a HUM, ax,
rnoyemy s TOJIbKO noTepsna TaJncMaH». «besyTelwHbI pebeHOoK, Kak Morna Tbl ero
notepsaTb! Pa3Be g He roBopusia Tebe 6epeyb ero Kak 3eHuLy OKa, OT HEero 3aBUCUT
TBOSA cyabba». «Pa3zymeeTcs 1 He 3Hasa, 4TO B HEM KpoeTCsa MOSA Cuia, KoTopas
Mo3BOIIET MHE NEePEHECTUCH B TeJI0 XXMBOTHOr0. Ternepb A 3HalO U HaKa3aHa 3a 3To.
Ecnun 6bl OH NMo-npe>xxHeMy Obin y MeHs, KakK pagoCTHbl 6bisin 661 MO OHW, BMECTO
3TOro NycTble NeYvyasibHble OHWN B BEPEHULIE CHACT/IMBbIX HOYEN. YTO 3a XXN3Hb bbiNa



Obl, Kak XoTena bbl 9 Ka)Kabl 4eHb B HOBOM obpa3e nafjaTb B PyKU MOero
rocnogunHal». «Bcemy npmxognT KoHew», - YTplOMO CKa3asa KopMmunanua. «Hey>xenu
Tbl AyMaellb, - 0OXXKMBUJIACb uMnepaTpuua, - oH cMor 6bl MeHsa Tak BbICTpOo Torga
3anosly4nTb, ecnn Bbl ero KpaCcHbIN COKOJ1 HE CeJl MHE Ha roJI0BY N HE OC/Ienns MeHs
becnpepblBHbIMU YAapaMm CBOUX KPblJIbEB, MCKPbI MOCLINAANCb N3 MOUX rNas, N g
ynana B KOJllo4eM KycTapHuke». «OH npasaa Mor NycTuTb B Tebs cTpeny, ybuinua,
He3psYee ncHagme aga?». «Tbl XoTena 6bl, 4TO6bLI OH Y3HaN MEHS B 3TOM 061nke?» -
BO3pa3usia nMmnepaTpumua. «flocsie 3Toro OH MHe 4acTo KJISJICA, YTO B3r/I ra3enm
3aCTaBuUN OPOrHYTb €ro pyky, N CTpesia Kak KoJIto4YKa NvLb nouapanasa MHe LWelto,
BMECTO TOro, 4To6 NpoH3UTb MHe ropao». NpurnyweHHoe NpPoKaATUE COPBAOCh C
ry6 kopmununubl. «Ckopee He B3rna4 Mown Bbldan MeHs, 3To 6blao Toraa, Korga 1,
ObICTpee, 4eM 5 3TO cenyvac roBopio, BEPHYJIaCb B CBOM NPUBLIYHbIN 06pa3 1 B Mosibbe
noaHsAMa K HeMy pyku. OH y>Ke CrpbIrHYJ1 C KOHS U Hauesnna B MeHs BTopoe
oCTaBLleecs KOMbé. B ero HaNUTbIX KPOBbIO r1a3ax bbi1 ANKNIA a3apT npecsiefoBaHuS,
4yepTbl MUa Hanps>XeHbl. U 1, kKoTopasa nontobuna ero ¢ camoro nepBoro B3rnsaaa,
KOTOPY NOCTOSAHHO MaHuNo 6e3yaep>XHO K HEMY, COAPOrHyJlacb N B CTpaxe
3aKpunyana nepen AMUOM CMepTU. I TONIbKO 3TOT KPUK, TakK OH MHe CKas3aJl, 3acTaBun
€ro O4YHYTbCH OT 3TOW 0AEPXKMMOCTU, U 3TO CNaCsI0 HaM 060MM XUn3Hb. HO HUKOr ga, -
OHa Tuxo pobaBuna, - HU 04HA XXEHLUNHA He ucnbliTana Ha cebe 3penuila 3Toro
Be/INYECTBEHHOro npeobpa>keHnsa csoero Bo3ntob6aeHHOro: 0T CMepTesibHOM Yrpo3bl
OXOTHWUKA K MArKON YMUPOTBOPEHHOCTN BO31106/1€eHHOr0. 1 TONbKO OAWH pa3 A cTana
ero, n HMKorpga 6osbLue 3TO He NOBTOPUTCSH, HUKOrAa bonbLue S He YBUXKY TakKoro
nepexoja Ha ero nnue». OHa CHOBa OTKpbIJIa rnasa n npofosmxuna: «OH KIAICS, 4TOo
CMEepPTHbIN YeNOBEK, KakK OH, HE CMOXXeT NepeXnTb BoNbLIero 04HO0 pa3a B XXU3HU
4YyBCTBO CHACTbs TakKoW BHe3anHoW cusbl. oMXKHO ObITh, 3TO NpaBAa,
HenocpeACTBEHHOr O rnocJsie 3Toro A suaena ero, oH 611 6yaTo ooep>XmM, Korga ero
KpPacCHbIA COKOJ MonaJsica eMy Ha rfnasa, oH bpocan kaMHU eMy BCreq, B
DeCCMbIC/IEHHOW APOCTN TPMXKObl HAMpPaBAsai Ha HEero KMH>XXaJsl, 3a To, 4TO TOT CBOMMW
KpblnbsiMn 61N MHe B INL0, N HAKOr4a He 3abyny 3ToT B3rnag, KotTopbin 6pocun
OKpOBaBJIEHHbIN COKOJ1, CNAS Ha BbICOKOM KaMHe, Ha CBOero rocnofivHa B nocaegHun
pa3, nepen TeM Kak 00epHYTbCS U HEPOBHbLIMU CYA0POXKHbIMN B3MaxaMn KpblJibeB
NCYE3HYTb B TeEMHOTE». KopMmnanua nogHaaacb M Bbilla Ha MJOCKYO KPbILy;
NCTOPUIO 3TOM OXOTbl U NePBbIX YacoB JIt06BM OHa 3Has1la AOCTATO4YHO XOPOLUO:
KaJl1eHbIM »Xesie30M 3T0 6b1s10 BbirpaBMpoBaHoO B ee ayuwe. Cyabba cokona ee
becnokownsia Tak>Xe Masio Kak cHacTbe BO3/1l00NeHHOro, njams cTpacTu KOTOPOro He
oxJlaguia BepeHuLa TpexcoT Ho4veln. E€ rpesia o4Ha MbIC/Ib: OHa C HeTeprneHuem
XXJOana Bocxoga CosHUa, CyMepKu en 6b1sin HEBBIHOCUMBI: BCE CyLLLEeCTBa 0JIKHbI
oTbpackiBaTb TeHb, 4TOObLI OAHA eAVHCTBEHHAsA, KOTOpas He UMeeT TeHu, eLle
Be/iIn4ecTBeHHee Bblaenasacb Ha UX poHe; KaXkabIiM B3rasa40M JI0BU1a OHa
NOATBEPXXOEHNE TOro COCTOSAHUSA, KOTOPOeE, NMPoLepXUCb OHO eLle TpU AHSA, CBSA3AHO C



yCTpallatowmmM noBopoToM cyabbbl. B HeTepneHnn oHa cMoTpena Ha Hebo, KoTopoe
y>Ke 03apuaoCb CBETOM 3e/1IeHOBaTOM BMpIo3bl: ee OCTPbIN B30p yBUAEN NTULy,
KOTOpas Kpy>Xuja Ha CaMON BbICOTE; HO OTOJIECKU COJIHLLA ee TOXKEe He KOCHYJIUCh.
NIMnepaTpuua ToXe Bbilia, KOpMUAnLa CHoBa crnpocuna: «4T1o Tebe cHuNocb nepen
npobyxaeHnem?». «4 gymato, Jloam», - oTBeTUNa nMmnepatTpuua. «JoBosibHO

Mep3KO, - OTBETUIa KOPMUINLA. - 9TO MOXKHO BbIJ1I0 NpoYMTaTbh Ha TBOEM L, YTO
Tebe CHUTCA 4YTO-TO OTBpaTUTENbHOE. [ope HaM, YTO Mbl 34€eCb, Frope TOMY, Ybs 3TO
BUHa». «[Toyemy nuua nogen Tak QUKN N OTBPaTUTESIbHbI, @ JINLA XXUBOTHbIX TakK
KpacHoOpe4MBbl N KpaCcuBbI?» - CKa3sana nmnepatpuua. «Ee nyratoT emy nogobHele, -
npobopmoTana KopMuaunua, - ero oHa He BUONT». «Ecnm 6bl 06epHYTbCA rafloKon U
CKOJIb3UTb B CTPYSALLEMCS TOPHOM MNOTOKeE, - CKa3asla umnepartpuua. - Mo HanTuio
HaXoOUTb ero cnef Kak 3Mes Ha 3eMJie N KaK KOpWwyH B Hebe - 3To 61a)>KeHCTBO, HO
nobosb bonbwe». «MpnBA3bIBaTLCS K t0AAM, - NpobopMoTana KopMuanua, - 3To
NNTb BOAY B AbIpsABY0 60o4Ky». UMnepaTpuua yBuaesna CokKosa, KOTOpbIA Napua B
HebeCHOW BbICK, @ KOPMUAMLA C PAaLOCTbi0 OTMeTUsa oTO1IeCK COJTHLA Ha ero
KpblbAX. Ka3anocb, OH MeAJIeHHO CyCcKasicsa, HO CBeT BblJ1 C HAM: ero Kortu
CBepKan Kak gparoueHHble KaMHU, UM OH Aep>Xan AparoueHHbI KaMeHb B CBOUX
KorTax. «O cHacTAUBbIN A€Hb, - BOCKJINKHY 1A nMrepaTpuua, - 3TO KPaCHbIN COKOJI,
nobnmen Mmoero rocnogmHa! OH ncuennacsa oT CBOUX paH, OH Hac NnpocTu». CokKon,
pacnpasuB KpblJibS, 3aCTbl1 B BO34yXe. «TafmcMaH, - 3aKkpuyasa nMnepaTpuua, - oH 'y
Hero, OH MHe BepHeT ero». Kopmunnunuya 6erom npmHecna paclinToe XemM4yyrom,
cusoulee gparoueHHbIMU KaMHAMU MOKPbIBaio 13 3eneHoro werska. OHM pacnpasuau
ero nepep cokosoMm. «CMOTpPU, KaK Mbl LLeHUM TebsA 1 TBOU NOL4APKW, Thbl

NPeKpacHbIN, - 3aKpU4anm oHU, - Tbl BENNYECTBEHHbIN, Tbl 6eccTpalwHbIin!». OgHUM
B3MaxXOM KpblJibeB COKOJ1 AiYron NMoaHANCSA BBEPX, MOTOM BHE3aMNHO CNyCTUICSH BHU3 C
NOTOKOM BeTpa BCKOJIb3b /NL, 060MX XKEHLLNH, B MTHOBEHME OKa NTuua Bocnapwuia B
BO34YyX, Ha 0OesiHUKN Nnexan TaancmaH. NcbMeHa, BbirpaBUpOBaHHbIE Ha MIOCKOM,
bnenHo-6es10M KaMHe ropesiv OrHem 1 B3gparuBanun cusrowmnmMmm otbneckamn. «d mory
npoynTaTb HAANUCb», - CKa3asa nMnepaTtpuua u nobnegHena. Kopmunnua
B34pPOrHyNa, OHa HUKOrga He NoHMMaJsia 3TUX 3HAKOB: BHE3aMnHas MbIC/1b MPOH3MIa
eé, oHa BbICTPO CXxBaTwWJ1a KaMeHb, XO0Tesa BblpBaTb €ro, CKPbiTb HAAMNUCL, HO BbINO
No34HO, NUCbMeHa OblIM MPOYUTaHbl U CMbICST MOJIHUEN NMPOHUK BHYTPb. 3aCTbIBLUEN
pyKoOW nMmnepaTtpuua gepxana nepepn cobon TanmncmaH, kak 6yaATo CKBO3b HEro OHa
cMoTpena B 6e34Hy; 3TO 6blIM He C/10Ba NMPUIrOBOPEHHOr o, CTpallHee 3acThiBLIEro B
rpyav xpuna rnpossydanu oHu: «fpoknatue n nornbenb CMepTHOMY, KTO CHUMET 3TOT
NOSIC, B KAMeHb 06paTUTCH pyKa, OKaMeHEeT 041, YTO ero HarnpasasAnN, XNBON YM
BKYCUT BEYHYIO CMEPTb A3bIKOM XXU3HU - CPOK 0O603Ha4YeH ABUKEeHNEM 3BE3a». «Y
MeHs Takoe 4YyBCTBO, - CKa3ajia uMrnepaTpuua, pyka ee noHukKJsa, - 4To s 3Hasa 3T0 C
Kosibibenn, BO3MOXXHO, MO OTeL, HawenTaJsl MHe 3TO, Korga s craJsa, rope MHe, 4YTo 4
MorJsa 3To 3abbiTh!». KopMunuvua 3acTtbisla Kak n3BasHue. «Tenepb g NOHMMAlO TO, 4TO



He MoHMMana», - CKasasa nmnepaTpula 1N NoBecusia TaJIMCMaH Ha XXEMYYXXHON HUTN Y
cebsa Ha rpyan. Ee WnMpoKo pacnaxHyTble raa3a He BeJain, YTO TBOPUN ee PYKU:
«TeHb - 3TO MOl T€Hb, KOTOPOM Y MEHS HeT, A C/bllwala, Kak MO rocnoguH rosopui
CBOEMY MOBEPEHHOMY: «§ He X04y CMAEeTb BO riaBe cya U BbIHOCUTb CBOMM JIIOOSAM
CMepTHbIN NPUroBOP, MOKa 1 HE UCKYMNWJ CBOIO XXU3Hb rnepen 3emsen. 1 He 3Hana, 4YTo
3TO TEMHOE MNATHO AJI9 HUX TaK MHOI0 3Ha4nT. NPOKASATNE Ha MO0 FOJIOBY, YTO S
PaBHOOYLLUHO MOrJ/la BHUMaTb 3TOMY, Kak ByaTo 3To MeHA He KacaeTca! A cTaHy ero
CMepTbIo, MOTOMY YTO XOXY MO 3eMyie n He oTbpackiBato TeHb!». OueneHeHne
CMEHWI0Cb CMepTesibHbIM CTPaxoM. HEBO3MOXXHO BbIpa3uTb CJIOBaMU XeslaHue
cnactu nobumoro. OHa obHANa KOpMUANLY: el Ka3asiocb, YTO NOMOLLb W CnaceHne
MOryT MPUATUN TOJIbBKO OT 3TOMN €AUHCTBEHHOM Noapyru, B 06bATUAX KOTOPOWN
pebeHKOM cnacanacb OT CBOMX CTPAXOB N HY>XA. «Tbl HUKOr4a He OCTaB/If/la MEHSA B
bene, - 3aKpn4ana oHa n ob6xBaTmna C CUION CTapyxy, - MOMOIrN MHEe, MOS
eonHcTBeHHasa! Tel MHe BCE npocTuna, oTnpasuiack 3a MHOM C HaLWero oCTPOBa,
npobpasnack 3a JIYHHbIE FOpbl, TPU MecsALa CKUTasacb NO ropoaM U AepeBHAM, Moka
He y3Hana, rae s, Xwuia cpeau nlofen, K KOTopbiM NCMNbITbIBaellb OTBpaLLleHne, ena u
cnajna CHUMU, aenuia C HUM OA4WH BO3AYX, N BCE paaun MeHs, MoMorun MHe, ot Tebs
HMYEero He CKpPOeTCH, Tbl Hangewb NyTU, Tebe OTKPOKTCA BOSMOXKHOCTUN, YC/IOBUS
Tebe n3BeCcTHbI, Tbl 3HaeWb, Kak 06onTKN 3anpeTHoe! NMoMOrn MHe C TeHbIO, MOS
eonHcTBeHHas! Mokaxxn MHe, rae eé HanuTu, faxke ecqiv MHe npuaeTca cbpocnTb
o4eX/[bl U OTMNPaBUTLCA 3@ HEN Ha AHO MOPSA. YKaXKN, KakK MHe eé KyNnnTb, flaXke ec/u
npuaeTcsa BCE 3a 3TO OTAATb, YTO We[pOoCTb Moero Bo3ito6N1eHHOro Bo3s10XKuia Ha
MEeHSs, Aa, NOJIOBMHY MOEN KPOBU N3 MOUX apTepui!». MonyaHmne KOpMUANLbI
Hanyrano eé ewe 6onbLe, oHa XxoTeNa NOCMOTPETb er B INL0. B 3TOT Mur nepsble
COJIHEYHbIe NIy4un (hakenamMm BOH3UINCb B KOMHaATY. OTTankmeatlowllee KOBapCTBO
3aCThIBLUEr0 ML KOPMUINLLLI NOpa3nsiio e€, oHa NoYyBCTBOBasa ceba NOKNHYTOM Kak
HUKOrAa B XXW3HW, CNyTHULA €é AeTCKUX NeT NoOKNHyNa e€, oHa ocTasnacb of4Ha. Ho
OHa bblna 13 Tex CywecTB, Ybs CUJ1a yBeM4nBaiacb No Mepe CornpoTmUBAEHUSA. «Tbl
3Haelb 3TOo, 3106Hag cTapyxa, - 3aKpmyana OHa, - Tbl BCerga 3Hajaa 370, Thbl
pagoBanacb 61M30CTU 3TOroO, Thl U CPOK 3HaEWb, U C PaAOCTbIO XAelWb AHSA, KOTOPbIN
MeHs ybbeT, Kak CHMTalT OHM 40 Npa3fHuKa. 3TO U eCTb Npa3fgHUK ansa Tebs, oH
HacTaHeT N nNpuHeceT Tebe Harpaay WaM CMAr4YeHMe HakasaHus, MO OTel, Y3HaeT,
YTO CTaJIo NMaaTom 3a TPYC/IMBOe, JIXKMBOe cepaue. Tbl B 04HOM NMpocyuTanach, Thbl
X0TeNa OCTaBUTb MEHSA B HEBEAEHNWN, B OXKUOAHUN Tpareaum, HO ABuacsa HebecHbIn
COKON 1 npenynpeann MeHs. 1 o4Hyslacb 1 3HaAKO O TOM, 4TO MHe n3-3a Tebs
yroToBaHoO. {1 He X04y 3HaTb CPOK, BO3MOXXHO Npobun nocnegHun 4ac, 9 NnpeBpaLLycCb
B KaMeHb, ecnn 6bl 3HaNa 370. 4 HKM 0 4eM Tebs He npowy, A Tebe NpnkasbiBato
pa3fobbliTb MHE TeHb, K, eCcNv nJaTa 3a 3To byaeT TBOS M MOS XKU3Hb, MYCTb HaLUN
Oblowmecs cepala npeBpaTATCa B KaMeHb. Mon oTel, Aaneko, a a1 34eCb, NogHMMaNCs
n Beau snepen, s 3a Tobon, pa3nodbyab MHe BbiCOYaNLWMM MMeHeM TeHb! 3aecb 1



cemyac Ha4ynmHaeTCs NyTb, CErogH4, a He 3aBTpa, CUI0 MUTb, @ He Korga B3ongeT
conHue». KopMmunmua 3agporkasa, oHa He 3Hala, YTO OTBETUTb, BCE, Ha 4TO ObiNna
crnocobHa eé XMTpPOCTb, BCE, 4TO NOYTW CNEN0Ch B owyTumoe ocsoboxxaeHue, Bce
ncyesano Ha eé rnasax. Cnawasa, B3gparmsatowias ot 60sm, NOXoxas Ha 3eMHYIO
XKEHLWHa CMOoTpesia Ha Hee C NpeHebpeXxnTenbHON HEXXHOCTbIO, FpaHnYaLLen C
HeHaBUCTbO. [lepen Hen cenyac CTos1a HENPEKJIOHHAsA rocroxa, FOTOBHOCTb
YCNY)XUTb OXBaTwua CTapyxy OT NATOK A0 MaKywKku. OHa NoAbICKMBasia HEMOHATHbIE
yTeweHus. «Hn cnoea, - 3aKpmyasia rocrnoxka, - ec/i 3To He yKasaHune nyTun, HU Kakunx
OTrOBOPOK, HN KAaKOro npomMenJsieHns, CeKyHObl CKUratT Moe cepaue». «AnTs,
BO3MOXXHO, 1 3HAIO NMYyTb M A0rafblBaloCh AaXKe, MPU KakKoM YC/I0BUUN MOXXHO MOJTy4YUTb
TeHb...». «BOT OHO, - 3aKpun4ana Mosiogas XeHwmnHa, - Tyga! Tel Bnepenu, s 3a tobon,
CUI0 XKe MUHYTY». «[MpnobpecTn - 3TO HE COBCEM NpaBUJIbHOE CNI0BO, - NpobopMoTana
CTapyxa, - 3aCJ/lyXXUTb, BO3MO>XXHO, 06MaHOM BbIMaHUTb Y 3aKOHHOIO BilagesbLa».
«Tygna, roe aToT 4YeslIoBEK XUBET, AaXke eC/IM 3TO APaKOH CO CBOMM BbIBOOKOM!»,
«Mo>)XeT, 1 noxy>xe, Tbl He AyMana?». «Bnepén, Tbl, COMHEBalOLWLAACS, C pa34BOEHHbIM
A3bIKOM, - 3aKpu4asia rocroxa B rHeBe 1 NOAHAMNA CTapyXy € nona. - Tel Xyxe, 4eM
OPaKOH O3 MeHA». «Xy>Ke OpaKoHa, OTBpaTUTEsIbHEN 0N rnas3, oTTaslKMBaoLwen
ONs aywu, - CKasasa cTapyxa v npucTajibHO NOCMOTpesa MOJI040N XXEHLWNHE B

MU0, - eCTb YesloBeK». «Bein MeHA K 4enoBeKY, KOTOPOMY He HY>XHa ero TeHb, 4TO A
CMOry KynuTb, 1 byay uenosaTb ero Horm». «bespaccygHoe ounTs, - 3aKpu4ana
KopMuauua, - Tbl He 3HaelWb, YTO Tbl FoBOpUWbL! Pa3Be He coaporaelwbCs Tbl OT HUX
Ja)ke B CBOMX CHaX, Tak Maso Tbl O HUX 3HaewWwb? A cernyac Tbl X04ellb C HUMUN XUTb?
C HMMKn porosapuBaTbCa? C/10BO 3a CJIOBOM, B340X 3a B3A0OXOM? TepneTb UX B3rnsanbl?
Noo4nHaTbcs ux 3n06e? Jlebesntb nepen nx HU30CTb? UM cnyxntb? 310 byner.
Tebsa 3To He oTNyrmBaeT?». «5 Xo4y TeHb, - 3aKpu4asa umnepaTtpuua, - NONAEM, 5
Oyay CNyXuUTb OOHOMY U3 HUX paaun TeHu. 'ae 3ToT AoM, oTBean MeHsa Typa! 4
xo4y!». «[loM? - oTBETMUA KOPMUAUL,A, €e B30p 3aTyMaHW/CA, - ecnu Obl 9 3Hana, rae
OH, Mbl Bbln Obl Aanblue, 4eM Mbl eCTb. Mbl LOJIXKHbI €ro HanTu». Monogas XXeHuwmnHa
ryoTasa csoBa CTapyXu: oHa MoHsaAa, 4TO TO, 4TO OHa Cenyac ckasasa, npasga u
nobnegHena ewe cuibHee. «Tbl HE 3HaelWb HU YesloBEKa, HXU AOM, - MpolwenTana

OHa, - 3HA4YNT, Mbl BABOEM DyaemM nckaTb N Hangem, Tol Biepeau, s 3a Tobon». Eé
MY>XeCTBO NMOAHUMANOCh Kak naams B anebactpoBoM cocyne. «5 3Hato, 4TO OHU
roTOBblI NPOAaTb YTO Yro4HO, 3TO BCE, YTO S 3HAlO», - CKa3asa cTapyxa. «BcTtaBanm u
MALLM NMMCbMO CBOEMY MOBENUTENIO». «H4TO A OOJIXKHA NMUcaTb?» - CNpocuia
nMnepaTpuLa NOCAYLWHO Kak ANTSA. YMHada CTapyXa yKasasja, 4To CKa3aTb B NMUCbMe.
ITO AO0JIKHO CKPbITb X OTCYTCTBME B ronybom asopue, 6e3 HaMeka Ha TO, 4TO eé
nyrano n tem 6osee o TOM, 4YTO OHa HaMmepeBaeTCca NpeanpuHaTb. OHa rpaumMosHo
aepyxana nM1UCT N3 BblaenaHHoN nebegnHom KOXN Ha NafoHU NeBON PYKU, a NMpPaBoOBOM
BbIBOOMJIA 3HAKWN, pyKa Tskesena, BCXJMM 3a BCXJIUMNOM cfieTan ¢ eé ryb. besobugHbie
MMCbMEHa, BbIBOANMbIE €€ PYKON, Ka3aJloCb, MOryT OMOBECTUTb O NPUBANKEHNN



Tpareauun. Bcé, kaszanocb, MMeNo ABONHOW CMbIC/, fa)Ke KpaCcuBble 3HaKM Ka3aJincCb
yCcTpallalowWwnmMin, BepemMexKy Co BCXJIMnaMmum oHa 3aBepLunsa NMCbMo, KpUCcTasabHas
cne3a ynana Ha nebegunHyto Koxxy. Kopmunumua Habnogana, He NoHMMas, 4To B 3TOM
cnoxxHoro. OHa B3s/1a NMCbMO U3 €€ PyKU, CKpyTUa 1 CorHysaa nonosam, obepHyna
PacCINTbIM XXEMYYTroM NJATKOM U MOJIOXKKA B 4EXO0 U3 MO30JI04EHHON KOXMU.
NmnepaTpuua ckpenuia yLKM 4exa JIeHTON U3 e€ BOJ10C, 3aBs3asia y3J10M,
pa3Bsi3aTb KOTOPbLIA 6bIJI0 MO CUY TONILKO MMNepaTopy. MMCbMO ynakoBaHoO n
OTAaHO roHuy, NCKYCHOMY BCagHWKY, 4TO 3HaN OOpPOry.

BTopasa rnasa

B To Bpems, Kak OH HarnpaBuJ CBOEro pe3Boro NHOXOALLA BAOIrOHKY OXoTe,
KopMuauua, a Bcaed 3a HeMm n umnepaTtpuua, CKob3sa no BO3A4yxy, CNYyCTUANCH B
O0>XVBJIEHHOM FopoAe Kro-BOCTOYHbIX OCTPOBOB. Ha HMX 6binia beaHas oaexaa,
CTapyXWHO NiaTbe N3 YepHo-benbiX JIOCKYTOB AeNaNno €€ NOX0XKeN Ha NATHUCTYIO
3Mel0, MoJioZas XeHLWM Ha Bbirnagena euwe 6osnee HenpuMeTHee, ee cusoLLee Anuo,
HaMa3aHHOEe TEMHbIM COKOM, N3MEHW0Cb A0 Hey3HaBaeMoCTU. HMKTO He obpallan Ha
HUX BHUMAHWSA, OHWN YCTPEMUIINCL BAOJIb PEKUK, KOTOpPAas nepecekana ropos.
>XenTtoBaTas BOAa HecCs1a BHU3 KPYMHble MATHA TEMHOW KPACKWU, KOTOPbIE NOCTOAHHO
MOMOJIHANINCb N3 panoHa KPaCUJbLLMKOB, PacnosIOXXEHHOIr0 3a MOCTOM; C APYroro
bepera, roe CTosaM HU3KNE goMa AyOnNbLWNKOB N CbIPOMATHUKOB, AOHOCKJICA CMpaa
AybnnbHOM KOpbl, HA CKJIOHAaX CYLUMJINCb PACTAHYTbIE LWWKYPbl XXMBOTHbIX,
NMPUKpPEnAeHHbIe MaleHbKNMU AePEBAHHbLIMU KOMbILLKAMU. 10 3Ty CTOPOHY »XNK
Ky3HelUbl N FBO3AUbLUMKWY, B BO34YXEe 3BEHeNN najaroLwme MosioThl, ropest OTKPbITbIN
OFOHb U CTOSAJ 3aMax X>XXEeHHbIX KOMnbIT. KopMnnuua 3awarana bbicTpee, ee NoCcTynb
cTana 6onee yBepeHHoOW, Kak byaTo OHa Hamana Ha cfien, uMnepaTpula cnegoBana
3a Her. OHKM 3aLWM Ha MOCT, MO KOTOPOMY ABUrasiacb ToJMa Hapoay, HOCUbLLWKMN,
conpaTtbl, ABYXKOJIECHble MOBO3KW U BCaAHUKU. KopMunua NpoTUCKMBaNaCb CKBO3b
TONNY, UMNepaTpuua NbiTasacb He OTCTaBaTb, HO Y HEE 3TO HE OYeHb MOJly4asnocCh.
OHa elle HMKOorga He CTasiIkmBasiacb Tak 6JIM3KO C TEM y>XKACHbIM, 4TO €CTb B JinLax
nogen. My»xecTtBeHHO OHa XoTesla NPONTU MUMO HEro, HOrM xoTenun, cepaue Her.
Ka)xgas nogHATas pyka, Ka3asocb, X0Tesla CXBaTUTb ee, 61M30CTb Takoro
KoJZiIn4ecTBa pTOB Oblfla oTBpaTUTENbHA. be3)XanoCcTHbIe, aflvyHbie N NPU 3TOM, KakK el
MOKa3aJ10Cb, NCMYraHHble B3rA4bl CTONIbKUX NUL, CINANCE BoegunHo B eé rpyan. OHa
Buaena nepepn cobonm kopmMmauyy, Kotopas orasgbiBasacb Ha HEE, OHa xoTena
cniefoBaTb 3a Hew, Nt ackon KNyboK 4yTb He pacTonTas €€, BHe3anHo OHa YyTb He
OKas3ajlacb Mo KOMbITaMW OrPOMHOIO JloWaka, X B3rnsaabl nepecekauncs,



OCO3HaHHbIN KPOTKUW B3rnsg »XMUBOTHOMO npeaan en cmn. BcagHuk ygapwun ocna,
KOTOPbIN He peLuasica HaCTYNMUTb Ha OPOXKAaBLUYIO XEHLMHY MasIkoW Mo rosioBe. «3To
MOTOMY, 4TO § MOIy MpPeBpaLLaTbCA B XKUBOTHbIX, MOS cyabba B XXECTOKUX pyKax
nonen?» - NpoOHeC/I0Cb B €e roJsioBe, OHa B34pPOrHyna, Ha MrHoBeHue 3abbliacb U
04yTUNaCb HEN3BECTHO KaK OTTeCHeHHas NIACKMM NOTOKOM B KOHLe MocTa. OHa
yBuaena KopmMmmauuy, CTOSBLUYIO BO3J1€ OTKPbLITOro TPaKTUPHOI o JIOTKa, Ta »XAaJsa ee.
TaM ne)xannm Tesbla KPacMBbIX PO30BaTO-30/I0TUCTbIX Pbi6OK, B KOTOPbIX CBOUMU
pykamm konowmnncsa Herp. Ha nepeknaguHe Bnucen oCcBeXXeBaHHbIN ATHEHOK, ero
rosioBa ynaJjia BHMU3, ero KpoTKue rsaasa cMoTpesin Ha Heé. KopMuanua noTsaHysa ee K
cebe, yBnpges, kak oHa nobsegHena n 3akpblija rniasa, n Bolpaia €é u3 JIACKON
TONMNbI B repeysioK. 34ecb ObI10 MeHbLUIe NIogen, OHU HEeCIN TIOKW C MaTepuen, Ha
AOMax TYT U TaM COXJIM Ha Xepasax AJIMHHbIE NOJIOChbl OKpPaLLeHHOW MaTepun. eTu-
MOAPOCTKUN TalMN KOPbITa C TEMHOOKPALLIEHHbIM MaTepnasioM Ha NPOMbIBKY.
CTapyxa oCTaHOBMWIaCb Nepes CaMbiM HU3KMM OOMOM KpacwuiiblWMKa 1 npucaywanach
K rosiocaM CropuBLLNX, KOTOPblE JOHOCUNCE HapyXy. My>XCKue rosoca 3syvanu
pasapa>KE€HHO, MOJI00N XXEHCKNW ros1IoC oTBeYas 3J10 U HaAMEHHO, 3aTeM BMeLlasics
OPYron MYy>XCKOM rosioc, ero HU3KU, CNOKOMHbIM TeMOpP, MOXoXXe, Npu3biBana K MUpY.
YKeHcKuni ronoc 3a3ByYasn euie ¢ 60nbLIen 3/10CTbO N HAAMEHHOCTbIO. «MHe HpaBuUTCSA
3TOT roJ10C», - CKasajla KopMuanua n KnHyna nMmnepatpuue, Ctatb 6mxe K cTeHe.
CBapa BHyTpu Habupana o60poOTOB, B KOHL,E KOHLLOB HU3KWNI FOJ1I0C, KOTOPbIM FOBOPUN
MeHbLUe BCero, NpukKasHbiM TOHOM, XOTS N O4€Hb CMOKOWHO, HAaCTOS1 Ha CBOEM.
HenoBOJIbHbIE, PAaCCTPOEHHbIE MY>XCKME rosioca Npubansnnmnce K ggepu goma.
KopMununua coenana BuA, 4To OHa UAeT Aajblle, HO ee HeMOLWb 1 6onesHb
3aMennaT ee KaxKabin war. MnepaTtpuua cKosib3usa pagoMm C HeW, N3 gomMa BbILUN
TpOe MY>XXYUH, 0OHOr1a3bln, OOHOPYKNA N TPETUN, 4TO NOMOJIOXKE, KPUBOWN,
npuxpambiBana Ha NEBYO HOrYy. «BeposaATHO, Mon 6paTbs, - CKasan O4HOr1asbin,
KOTOPbIN Ka3asica cCaMbiM CTapLnM 13 HuX. - NMpucTas, KOTOpbIA ABaAuUaTh ABa roga
Ha3az BblOWA MHe rnas, HU4ero He caenajn MHe rno CpaBHEHUIO C TeM, YTO aenaet
»XeHa bpaTy MmoeMy». «[paBaa, HNYEro, - CKasasl OQHOPYKNIN, B TO BPEMSA KaK OHU
CBEPHYN B NMepPeysioK, - NpoknATas MacnobonHs, KoTopas NATHaAUaTb J1IeT Ha3ajg,
oTOopBaJla MHe pPyKYy, He chesiasla MHe HNYero rno CpaBHEHMUIO C TeM, YTO OHa Aenaert
Moemy bpaTy». «/ Bepbntog, 4TO AEBATb NIET Ha3ad C/IOMasl MHe CMUHY, HUYTO NOo
CpaBHEHWUIO C Hen» - nobasun bpaT Nnomosioxe. «[lencTBuTENbLHO, 3Ta 6aba, Hawa
CHOXa, - NPOOO/IKNA CTapwun bpaT, - U3-3a CBOEro BbICOKOMEPUS U 3/100b1 Xyxe
YyMbl M MO3TOMY OHa oCcTaeTcsa 6ecnnogHON, XOTA MOI04a U KpacuBa, a Haw 6paT
MY>XYUHA N3 MYXXHYUH», «ITO Hall AOM», - CKa3aJsia KopMuanua, NoBepHyBLUNCH
CMNHON K BpaTbam, nnuom K gomMmy. OHa BbICTPO 3aluna B 4OM, MPOCKOIb3HY 1A
KOpUAop 1 noTaHyna 3a cobon nMmnepaTpuly B HU3KNIW capan, KOTOPbIN, Ka3anoch,
BOT-BOT pa3BaJINTCA OT CTapOCTU. «Mbl [O/DKHbI MOA0XKAATh, MOKa MY>XX ynaeT n3
OOMa», - MpowenTaljla OHa el 1 NokKa3asa Ha WeJsib B CTeHE PAAOM, K KOTOPOM



npuHMKNa rnasomM. OHa yKasasa uMmnepaTpuLe Ha APYryio wesb, U OHN YBUOENN
eONHCTBEHHYI0O KOMHaTy B goMe. iMnepaTpuua yBuaena o4eHb 6e4HO ofeTyto
MOJI0OYH0 XXEHLUNHY C CUMMATUYHbIM, HO HE40BOJIbHbIM JINLOM, CUOSALLYIO Ha 3emJie U
C pPa3nHyYTbIM PTOM CMOTPSALLYIO BAAJb, elle oOHa yBnaena 60nbLLoro KopeHacToro
MY>XYUMHY COpPOKa JiIeT, OH CBOMMN TEMHO-CUHUMUN PYKaMUN YKNaAbiBasl OrPOMHbIN THIOK
nypnypHoOro 4yenpaka, o6Bs3biBan ero beyeBkamu, 41066l B3IrpomMo3anTb cebe Ha
CMNUHY, OH BblN cuneH Kak bbik: 3T0 6b1n1 bapak, Kpacunbwumk. 3a paboTon oH
noBepHy cBoe HBonbLloe SINLO K CTEeHe, HU3KUI 100, OTTOMbIPEHHbIE YLLIN N 3USAIOLWNIA
poT. OH NoKa3aJica umnepaTpuLe oTTasKMBaloLWe HENPUATHBLIM, @ MOJI0AasA XXEHLLNHA
npon3Besia BnevaTsieHne 37101 U NOANON. BblNIo BUOHO, 4TO KPpaCcUbLUMKY XOTeNoChb
3aroBOPUTL C XXEHOW; Korga BCe y3/bl Ha TioKe 6blsin 3aBA3aHbl, OH HEYKJI0Ke
nepeMmnHancsa C HOru Ha Hory, Aesas BUA, YTO YTO-TO NOAHMMAET C NnoJjia Bo3Je Hee,
Ncrnavykan pykn B Ny>Ke NposinTon Kpacku, bopmMmoya 4To-TO NOCMOTPES UCKOCA Ha
CBOIO XKeHY; HO ee B3rnsa4 yrnopHo 6bin ycTpemseH B NycToTy, OyaTo ero 34ecb U He
Obl1N10. B KOHLE KOHLLOB OH B340XHYJ1, OAHUM MaxXxoM 3aKWHYJ1 HOWY Ha CMUHY W,
COMHYBLUMCb KaK BbOYHOE XXMBOTHOE, YBECUCTbLIMU, Pa3MepPEeHHbIMUN LLIaraMmu
HanpaBwWCHA K ABepu. Kak TONIbKO »XEHLLNHa oCcTajslaCb 04Ha, OHa ToT4ac BCcTana. OHa
BSAI0 CJZIOHANACb MO KOMHATE, ONPOKUHYJIa HOFOM CTapyto KaMeHHYI0 CTyny, 4TO
CTOs/1a Ha 3eMJie, NepeKkNHyTasa XNUAKOCTb pa3nnnacbk Ha rpa3HoM nosy. OHa
HanoJZIOBMHY COrHynack, 4Tobbl cobpaTb BOAyY, ee rybbl NCKPMBUIUCH B
npeHebpexxeHnun, n OHa oCcTaBuJa BCe, Kak ecTb. OHa NoaoLia K ee N Kpacunablmnka
yboromy noxxy, 4to 661710 COOpPY>XEHO B CAaMOM JaJibHEM Yry KUPMUYHOW CTEHbI U3
napbl CTapbiX MOAYLIEK U NOKPbIBaJ, NpMBESa €ro B NOpAA0K, MMHAsA HOroM TO, YTO
nexano Kpueo. OTonasa B LEHTP KOMHaThI, 3710 NOCMOTpPEeia Ha KpoBaTb. 3eBas,
NPUHANACh NCKATb B Ablpe B CTEHE CKYAHbIN 3anac XenTo-3e/1eHblIX OJIMBKOBbIX BETOK,
oHa bpocuna BeTKy nepen o4aroMm, 41o Obis1 HAYEM UHBIM KakK MOTEeMHEeBLUEN OT
KOMOTW ObIPOA B CTEHE, U pacTAHYlaCb Ha MOJy Kak YenoBeK, KOTOPbIA NPeCbITUIICS
nonron paboton. Ee pykn CKONb3WAN MO Teny, OHa HENPOM3BOJILHO Yblibanacs,
4yBCTBYS CBOW TOHKUWM CTaH. «lMopa, - npowenTasna KopMuanua, - 3axoaum». OHn
BbICKOJIb3HYJIN M3 Capas 1 BOWAN B ABEpPb XUauwa. Hora nmnepatTpuubl ewe HUKOraa
He nepecTyrnasa rnopora 4es0Be4eCKOro Xuabsd, 3a UCKJYeHneM ee cobCTBEHHOr o
nsopua; 6ecnpmnynHHasa TpeBora oxsaTusa ee, OHa CHOBa 3aKpbl/ia rnasa,
MOKAYHYBLUWCH, CMOTKHY1acb 06 py4Ky 601bLIOro Yepraka, BaasBLUErocs Ha nosy,
nLla onopy, OHa CxBaTuiacb 3a BUCEBLUMIN Ha LEeNn KOTes, KOTeN oKaTuia ee
NypPrypHON XNAKOCTbIO. Korga »eHuwmHa Ha CBOEM NOpore, Ha KOTOPbIN peako
CTynajia Hora He3HakoMUa, yBuaesa ctapyxy, NOX0OXYI0 Ha YepHo-benyto COpoky, u
MOJI0OAYH0 CMOThIKAIOLLYIOCSA XEHLWMHY, OHa FPOMKO paccMessiacb, Kak CMeTCsa AeTH,
N OONIFO He MOrJla CAep>XaTb CBOM CMeX, a CTapyxa TYT »e nonbiTasacb CJIOBECHbIM
MOTOKOM JIOBKO BbIBEPHYTb CUTYyauuio cebe Ha Nob3y. «DTO He YOUBUTESIbHO, - OHa
Ha4vana, - 4TO MOSA A0Yb CMOTKHY/NACb, 3a 4TO OHa MPOCUT NPOLLEHNS, ANTS HE



NMPUBLIKJI0 K ropofy, ycTana oT 6eroTHmM no yamuam, B paccrnpocax 1 rnonckax.
HekoTopble yKa3biBasin HEBEPHO, BO3MOXXHO, MO HE3HAHMIO, BO3MOXXHO, No 3s100e€,
OZlHAKO OHa He OTCTynwuaa 0 TeX Nop, NoKa He Halljla BEPHbIAN LOM, U BOT npepn Hen
ee rocnoxa, ndbpaHHasa KpacaBuuUa», - Ha 3TOM OHa CKJIOHW/IACb Nepen XXeHOoW
KpacuibLnKa, KOCHYBLWMCL 160M nona, Nnpu3BaB CBOK A0Yb cAeNlaTb TOXe CaMoe.
«CBOMMMU rnasamMum BM>XXY, HET B HEN HE MaJlIeNLLIEero COMHEHNS, 4TO Mbl Ha BEPHOM
MecTe». «4TOo 3a npaBusibHoe MecTo? KTo ux nocnan? C Kakon uenbto? YT1o BCe 3TO
3HAYUT?» - cnpalwmnBana cebsa KpacunbLmUa, APoXKa OT yanusneHmsa. CTapyxa onsaTb,
OTBeLUMBadA NOKJIOHbI, MoBedasia, 4TO OHa XOPOLIO 3HAET, YTO ee MOJI040M rocrnoXxe
HY>XHa CJly>KaHKa, 1 OHa NOKOpHenLle NpocuT, Mpy 3TOM OHa nouenoBasa nofon ee
naaTbs, YOOCTOUTb UX YEeCTU O0Ka3aTb Ha AeJsie OMNbIT ee eLle KPenkoro Bo3pacTta u
MOKOPHOCTb ee goyepun. Mosogas eHLWwmnHa 4yTb He yrnaJsia 3aMepTBO OT CMexa,
ocobeHHO Korga ysmaena Ha 16y HE3HAKOMOK TEMHO-CMHEE MATHO OT NMPUKOCHOBEHUS
K FPA3HOMY MNoJly. HO KTO 3TO, KTO UX Nocsan cloga 1 ykasasl BO3MOXXHOe MeCTOo
C/Ty>KeHUS, OHa 3a MHOrMMUN C/I0BaMM He OTKpbsia. Kak BbIACHUOCHL, 3TO Obin
He3HakoMeLl, Ha MOCTY, HO He Ha HOBOM MOCTY, @ Ha CTapoOM, MOJIOON MY>XX4YUMHaA,
COBCEM OHOLLA, N3bICKAHHbIA TOCNOANH; BO3MOXXHO OH AENCTBOBAJI Mo NMOPYYHEHUIO
Apyroro 4yenoseka, ropaoro, 61aropoaHoro rocnoAnHa noctapLle, YTo BbIrNsaaesn Kak
KHSA3b, OH CHa4YaJla Aepyxasica B CTOPOHE, HO NOTOM TOXXe 3aroBOpuJ1 C HeW, Kak OHa
npaBunabHO NonaraeT, ObiN0, BEPOATHO, TaK: B €ro Amue Mosiofgasi rocno)ka Halunia
BEPHOro 1 npegaHHoro NnoKJoOHHUKa n gpyra. Ha aTux cnoBax CTapyxa Tak AWBHO U
MHOIO3Ha4YnUTEeNIbHO CBEPKHY 1A C KPACHbIMU MPOXUAKaMW rnasamMu, 4To KpacuabLlwmnua
caenana war Hasag, chafkas BoJIHa YAUB/IEHMA HaKpblJla ee, BO BHELWHEM MUpe y
Hee eCTb Takon Apyr, NyCTb OHa ero HUKorga He Buaena, HUMKorga 4o 3Toro 4aca He
BMUAENa HX Masenwmnx Npu3HaKoB ero cyuiectsoBaHua. Ctapyxa npubnmsnnacb K Hen
BMJIOTHYIO, TaK KaK OHa NMoYyBCTBOBaJia, YTO XXEHLW|MHa He OTBOpayYMBaeTCs OT Hee, a,
HaobopOoT, TAHETCHA K HEN AyLWen, OHa NpUTBOpUNach, 4To bontca obpaTHOro n
npu3Bana 6ora B cBUAETENN, 4TO HE MOXET BbITb B0sbLLIEro Heagopa3lyMeHns, ecniu
OHW BCe-Taku nonann He Tyaa! OHa NPOCUT NO3BOJIEHUA CNPOCUTL, AENCTBUTESIbHO
I 3aMy>XeM MOJiI04as rocrnoxka, NMcaHasa Kpacasumua, y>Xe B Te4yeHne OByX NeT,
OOHaKO NPV 3TOM, YTO CTPAHHO, Y HEe 00 CUX Mop HeT aeTen - 370 bbina 6bl OHa -
3aMy>XeM 3a 4eJIOBEKOM M3 apTesin KpacuabLWNKOB COIMAHOIN0 BO3pacTa - OH JIerko
Mor 6bl CONTK 3a ee OoTuUa - HeKasucTasa urypa, orpoMHbIn poT 1 6onblune ywn? Ewe
My>Xa 30BYyT bapak. B foMe Tak>Xe XXUBYT TPU HE XXeHaTblX AeBep4, 3/ble,
OOKY4YMBble MapHW, OOHOPYKWIA, OAHOrNa3bin 1 ropbaTbin, cBapamsbie 6e3nenbHUKN
N HaxnebHnKK 3a cTosIoM BpaTa, KOTOPbIX 4O CMEPTU HEHABUAUT TAUHCTBEHHbIN APYT
M3-3a Tex XJIONOT, YTO OHW MOCTOAHHO OOCTAaB/IAIOT €ro rnpekpacHom rocnoxxe. C aToro
MOMEHTa NpeKpacHoOW KpacunbLumue 6b1s10 04eBMAHO, Y HEe eCTb TalHbIN Opyr C
TakKTU4YHOW AYLLIOW U NMoMbIiCiamMun, bonblue BCero en ibCTUI0, 4TO OH 3HAaeT BCe [0
MenbYanwmnx noapobHocTen Npo ee bbITNE, NPUCMATPUBAET 3a HEW N OENIUT C HEW Te



ropectu n obuabl, KoTopbiMU AKObbLI Tak 6orata ee MmonoaocCTb, 6rarogapsa aToMy ee
onocTbineswne 6yaHn HanoHNANCbL BHE3AMHbIM BHYTPEHHUM CBETOM, N €ro
oTON1eCKM 0TPasnanCh Ha ee nuue. «Mbl cnaceHbl, - 3aKpuyana ctapyxa. - Mbl B
npaBunabHOM MecTe! 2To Tbl, pegyvanwas, nbpaHHasa n3 TbiCAY, A 3HaK0, 3TO YYBCTBO
corpeBaeT BHYTPU MOe CTapoe cepAue. 3TO Thl, KOTOpasa NepenpbIrHeT Yyepes
COBCTBEHHYIO TEHb, KOTOPOW NMpecbITUIN becnpecTaHHble HanpacHble 06BbATUA ee
My>Xa, KOTOpas CKa3aJjla caMa cebe: «§ cbiTa MaTEPUHCTBOM MNpexae, 4eM UCnbiTaTb
ero. 370 Tbl, KOTOpas Bbibpana CTPOMHOCTb HETPOHYTOrO Tesa, B CBOeN MyApoCTH
OTKa3aJlaCb HapyLWMNTb CBOE JIOHO N OTKa3aJlaCb OT paHOo yBaAwWwmMX rpynen». Ctapyxa
MPON3HOCMAA 3TU pPeyn rPOMKNUM ros1I0CoOM Hanopobme npasgHUYHOIro NecHoneHus, a
oTBpaTUTE/NIbHasa rpumMaca, KOTOpyto OHa Bbibpasa onsa Mmupa noaen, 4eNCTBUTENIbHO
HarmoMuHaNa rosloBy NATHUCTOWN 3Men, NPUrOTOBUBLLENCA K HanageHuto. XXeHa
KpacunblinKa cMmoTpena Ha 6e33ybbin poT, B KOTOPOM ObICTPbIN SA3bIK NIeN Mexay
TOHKMX ry6 BoswebHbIe CKa3Ku, 1 He 3Hala, 4TO C HEeN: YTO-TO NOXoXXee Ha
nponcxogsiiee fexxaso TEMHbIM NATHOM Ha ee ayle Mexay CHoM n 604pCcTBOBaHMEM
B Te4yeHune AByx neT ee becnnogHoro 6paka, oHa HUKOrga 3Toro He NPoM3HOCUAA,
ha>ke camon cebe, BO3MOXHO, C ryb copBanoCcb HEBbICKA3aHHOE B NoayapemMe, Korga
OHa fo/KHa bblna Kak 6e3B0NbHbIN pebeHOK NOAYNHUTBLCA C BANON Bpe3rnnBoCTbiO
He NCCAKaloWen HeXXHOCTU CUIbHOM0 KpacuiblMKa - 3TO MPO3BYy4asno, N HUKTO,
KpoMe Bbapaka, He MOor 3Toro 3HaTb. /1 ecnm 4TO-TO U MPOHUKIIO B TaNHUKW €ro ayLiu,
HUKOra y Hero A3blk He NOBOPaYMBasICsa 3TO CKa3aTh, @ TYT HE3HAKOMas XXEeHLMHa
nesia e 3TO B YLLK, U 3TO 3BYYasl0 Kak Nnoxeana B nepensieTeHnun c npeackasaHusamm,
yKpalleHHOoe BOJIHYIOLWMM NoC/IaHNeM HeU3BeCTHOro BAOO6EHHOro; HN OVH YenoBeK
C Hel Tak He pas3roBapuBas, OT CMYLLEHUNSA N BaXXHOCTU Npoucxonsuiero ee
noo4yepenHo 6Gpocano To B Xap, TO B X004, N060NbITCTBO U CThI4 FHaAM ee Npoyb U
MaHWAN K CTapyxe, OHa YyBCTBOBaJsia, 4TO OT BOJIHEHUSA MJiay 3acCTbl/1 B €e rpyan, oHa
Cc>Kana rybsbl, 4Tobbl He BbINYCTUTb €ro Hapy>Xy 1 oTBepHyJacb. CTapyxa 3a CNNHON
yKpanKon nogasa nMmnepaTpuLe 3Hak, OHa yKasaa nbliatoLwmM B3risa40M fbicbiX, 6e3
pecHuL, rna3 Ha 6/1éKNY TeHb, KOTOPYIO OTOpacbkiBana XXeHWWHa B MOyTEMHOW
KOMHaTe, OyATO nornaxkmeas ee, NpOTAHYa K HEN Nanblbl, Kak ecnm bbl OHa Morna
copBaTb ee C NoJjla U BPYy4uUTb cBoen rocroxxe. OHa 3akpy>Xuia BOKPYr KpaCcuibLUnLbI
N Ha4vasla pas3>XuraTb OroOHb CMATEHMNSA HOBbIMWU, MPOHNKHOBEHHbLIMN 3aBEPEHNAMU B
FOTOBHOCTU CNYXXUTb. «O rocno)a, OKa>kxn MUAOCTb 1 YO0B/IETBOPU Haly npockOy,
MncnbiTam HacC U BO3bMUN NO3>Ke C cobon B CBOKO PafoCTHYO obutenb». «Tbl 6€3ymMHas, -
CKa3aja XeHLWMu Ha. - 34ecb 1 Hurge 6onbie Mo obutens. TaM Yepnakn BbiMbITb,
MeLanKn BblYUCTUTb, CTYNY BbIMbITb, 6aAbto BbIJINTb, MO MOMbITb, B KOPbLITO HabpaTb
BOAbl, pa3orpeTb KOTe C X0JI04HOW BOAOM, C ropsyein noMeLwaTb, BbICKOBAUTb Tam
LWKYpPY, MepeMosioTb MELLOK 3epHa Ha pPy4YHOU MesibHULe, NYCTb Te4eT Macsio no
WwnaHry, a pblby Ha CKOBOPOAKY, MYCTb OFOHb FOPUT, a pbiba XKapuTcs, eneLKkn
noaxoaaT. bapak, MOn MyX, rononeH, Aa ogHOrfasbin, OOHOPYKUI N FopbyH ToxXe



XOTAT eCTb». «3a Aeso, 404b MOS, - 3aKpuyasia cTapyxa Kak ogepxumas, - srnepeg u
noTopannBancs, Mbl A0JKHbI ybeanTb Hawy rocnoxy, 4Tobbl oHa NpUHsAa Hac B
AHW cBoero 6narogeHcTBUA». «K YyeMy 3Ta beccMmbiCMLa», - CKa3ala XeHLWMnHa K1
3acMesnnach. «3a CKOBOPOZKM, OFOHb ropu!» - NPOH3UTENLHO 3aKpuyana cTapyxa, He
oTBe4vas en. CKOBOPOLKM MO BO3AYXY NPUNJIbIJIN K HEW B PYKWN, a 3e/1eHble 0JIMBKOBbIE
MPYTMKN HaYam NOTPeCcKmnBaTb. «KTO Bbl, - CKa3asa OpOoXKaLlllM FoJI0COM
Kpacunbwmuya. - Kto aTa 6e3mMonBHasg MOJI04as XXEHLMHA, OHa OeNCTBUTENbHO TBOS
no4b? OHa He Noxo)ka Ha Tebs, NoYemMy OHa AEPXUTCHA B TEMHOTE U TakK NPUCTasibHO
CMOTPUT Ha MeHA?». BCNbIXHY10 NJaMs OrHSA, U TEHb MOJI0A0N XXEHLLMHbI
NPOTAHYNAaCb NO MMHAHOMY NOJ1Y A0 AajibHeN cTeHbl. «Ciofa pblibKK 13 3aKpoMoB
pbibakoB», - 3aKpunyana CTapyxa, He npekpallas KonagosaTb Hag orHeM. CeMb pbIOOK
MPUMAbLIIX MO BO3OYyXYy B TOHKME MNasiblbl CTApPyXn N ONyCTUIN CBOU PO30BaTO-
30/10Thble TesblUa PAAOM C APYr OPYroM Ha Kosioge. «KTo Bbl?» - MOBTOPWUIA XXEHLLWHA,
3aTamB AbiXaHue. «[IpsAHOCTU U3 CafoB MOen rocnoXxu!» - 3akpmnyasna ctapyxa
MPUKa3HbIM TOHOM M BbICTaBW/la CBOW KOITK B NYCTOTY, 3anax NPAHOCTEN HAaNoaHWA
KOMHaTYy. «KaKon roCrnoXXun?» - 3akpmyaia MoJiofas XEeHLLNHa Kak BO CHe, NoJly>KnBas
OT cTpaxa un nbonbiTcTBa. CTapyxa 6pocuna pbiboK Ha CKOBOPOAKY, Noanaa ux
MacJIoM 1 OTrnpaBuia Ha oroHb. «Cnpocun y 3epkanal!» - 6pocrna yepes nieyo. «Y
MeHS HeT 3epKaJsia, - MNoCrneLwHo Bo3pasnsia Kpacuablmua, - 9 npu4ecbiBatoCb Hag
YaHoM». [11aMsA OrHSA NOAHMMAaNOCh Bbille, U TEHb CTAHOBUJIACb BCE Kpacueee n
Kpacueee. «K 4yeMy 3TO npuBeneT?» - oymMmasa umnepaTpuua, ApoxXKa OT HEBeAEeHUA n
HeTepneHuns. Y Hee 6b1s10 4YBCTBO, 4TO pbIbKK XXanobHo 3aronocunn. [la, OHM O4eHb
OTYET/INBO MPOMNenn C/I0Ba:

Mama, Mama, NycTu Hac LOMOMN.

[Bepb Ha 3anope, HaM He 3anTu.

«pe f, - nporosopuna nMmnepaTpuua. - TONIbKO A 3TO C/ibly?». B KAKON-TO MOMEHT
3TN 3BYKMW MPOHUKIIN B CaMble COKPOBEHHbIe r1ybuHbl ee ayLin, HUKOraa ¢ Hel He
npoucxonnno nogobHoe. KopMunnua opynoBasa Haf OrHEM KakK oaep>xmmas,
CKOBOPOAKM MOAMPbIrMBaAN, Macio KUMeno, pbibku noxpycTbiBasan, NMPOrn
nogxoannu. OHa KpUKHya B BO34YX, B ee NPOTAHYTON pyKe OKa3asacb goporas
JIeHTa, YCbINaHHasa XXeM4yroMm 1 AparoueHHbIMN KaMHAMU, KaK Ta, KOTOPOM OHa
ckpennasanaa NMCbMO, B APYron Kpyrioe 3epkano. OHa CKIOHWA KOJIeHn nepes
KpacunblUMLEn, KoTopas npucesa Ha Nos Bo3sie Hee. CTapyxa NpOTAHYNa e pykKy,
NeHTa BrnJiesacb B BOJIOCHI, OHOE /INLL0 FOPEsio B KPYrJ/IOM 3epKase ByaTo poXXAeHHoe
B6arpsHbIM orHem. XKanobHo 3anenu pbibku:

HamMm TeMHO n HaM CTpallHo,



Mama, NycTn Hac BHYTPb.
Nnn nososu nobumoro nany,

Y7106 OH OTKpPbLIN ABeEPb!

«OHW He cnblWaT 3TOo?» - nogyMaia nmnepaTtpuua, y Hee NOTEMHENO B rnasax, Ho
owyuieHnsa He nponagann. OHa oTYETNIMBO BUAeNa aAse apyruve durypol. Monogas
Jfiexkasa, CbeXXUBLIUCb, U He OTpbIBaslaCcb OT 3epKaia, CTapyxa MeTasiacb Tyaa-cioaa
MeXXOy Hel 1 o4aroMm. «5 Buaesia NoxXoXnn COH», - MPOU3HeCNN rybbl KpacunbLLbI.
JInLo MONOAON XKEHLLMHbI N3MEHWJIOCH, €e crieaytoume cioBa HEBO3MOXHO Bbls1o
pa3obpaTb. CTapyxa NOAMNPbIFHYAa K HEN KaK HEXHbIN I0O0BHUK, Npucena Bo3ne Hee
N pOT NpoluenTan en Ha yxo: «Tebe Tak>xe NPUCHNAO0CL, 4TO 3TO byaeT Be4HO?». OHU
MoOHANW Opyr gpyra c nonycnosa. Monogasa XeHuwmHa bbiia Ha ceabMoM Hebe oT
CYacCTb#, OHa 3aKaTwia rnasa, 6ol BUAHbI TOJIbKO cBepKatwme 6enkn. «CHavana
TpW HOuUM - y TebsA xBaTUT CUN? - Npowmnena Ctapyxa. - Tpu Ho4Yn 6e3 TBoero mMmy>xa».
Monofas XXeHWwWuHa TpU pasa KUBHYJNa: «2TO epyHAa, 4TO fasblie? - npowenTarsa
OHa. - OTO AYPHO? DTO OTBPATUTENIbHO, 4TO 3TO, 4YTO A AOJIXKHa caenaTtb?». «O
HEBMHHOE ONTS, - 3aKpuyasa cTapyxa, rnaas ee pyku, wekun, ctynHu. - Cyuwas
bespennua». «Tbl byaewb CO MHON?» - BblAOXHY1a Kpacuablmua. «Pa3Be Mbl HE TBOU
pabblHK C 3TOro Yaca'!» - 3akpmyana cTapyxa. «Cka>m MHe, Kak 3To bygeT» -
cnpocuia Mmonogas. «Tbl oxxnaaewb 6onbwioe n bypews yansneHa MasabiM - OTBETUIA
KopMunnua. - Tpm HOYM U PEeLnMMOCTb, 3TO CaMoe CJIOXKHOoe». «PelleHne NpUHATO, Tpw
HOYM ON1I9 MEHS NIerKOo, CKaXkn, B 4eM 3akstovaeTcsa paboTax».

«Tbl BbICKOJIb3HELLb Ha CXO4E AHS N HOYMN M3 AOMa K OTKPbITOM BoAe», - CKa3asa
cTapyxa. «Peka nobam3ocTu» - npolienTasia Mosoaas.

«Tbl MOBEPHELLbCS CNNHOM K Beryuien Boge n CKUHeLWb oaexxay, HU4ero He OOoJIKHO
ObITb Ha Tebe, KpoMe Ty IN Ha JIEBOW HOre».

«Hwu4ero, Kpome aTOro?» - NPOroBopuIa KpacuabLuMLa N NCNyraHHo yJ'IbI6HyJ'IaCb.

«3aTeM BO3bMellb CEMb TakKUX pblbOK, BpOCKLLbL EBON PYKOW Yepes npaBoe MnJje4yo B
peKy n TpXAabl NOBTOPULLL: «OTONANTE OT MEHS, Bbl MPOKJSATLIE, N XXUBUTE Y MOEN
TeHu». Tak Tbl HaBCcerga n3baBunLLbCSA OT HEXEJTaHHbIX U HaYHeTCcs Bna)keHHas
>KW3Hb, MO CPAaBHEHWMIO C KOTOPOW 3Ta JIEHTA U Tpanes3a, YTo A MPUroToBuIa, N1LLb
>Kaskas 3aKycka».



«YTO 3TO 3HAYMT, YTO A CKA)XKY UM, HEXKEJAHHbBIM, XXUBUTE Y MOEN TEHN?»

«9TO YaCTb CAEJIKU, KOTOPYIO Thl 3akJjto4aellb, U byaeT 3HauYuTb, 4TO C 3TOro 4aca
TBOSI CMyTHas TeHb oTonAeT OoT Tebs, n Tbl Oyaewb CUATb, YTO criepenmn, 4To co
CNUHbI». XKeHLNHa NOTepPAHHO NMocMoTpesia MUMO 3epKana. «4 caenat 3To», -
nobasusa oHa. «MaMa, 0 rope» - 3akpu4dann pbIBKN yMUpaoLWwmM rojiocomM v
CBapuamnCb. TONIbKO nMrepaTpuua ciablllana 3TOT KPUK, KOTOPbIV MPOH3U ee, YTO OHa
[O0JKHa Oblfla 3aKpbiThb r1a3a Ha HeonpepeneHHoe BpeMs. Korga oHa ux CHoBa
OTKpbIaa, To B 0TH/IeCcKe 3aTyXaloLero orHa ysuaena, Kak KpacuabLmua CorHyiache,
4TOObI NOLENOBaTb CTapyxe pyKy. B Ha4yasne KOMHaTbI, BO3J1e OrHA, U3 MOJIOBUHbI
CYNpPY>XeCcKoro sioxa g Kpacunblimka bapaka 661710 NpUroToBaeHO MeCTo 414 CHa,
a c3a4m, nepen JI0XKeM XeHbl BUcena 3aHaBecka. KopMmunnua cKioHMnach nepeg
Kpacunbwunuen v noTaHyna 3a cobom oo4b K Agepu. «4To NponsoLnio?» - cnpocuna
nMnepaTpuLa, Korga oHM BCTYNWIN B HOYb. «MHOroe», - oTBeTu1a KopMuanua.
«CBepLwnnocb?» - cnpocuia umnepaTpuLa n OBepuUTesibHO NPUKOCHYJ1ACb K
KopMunuue, He byay4du cpeaun nogen, oHa bonblie He nyrana ee. Kopmunamua
Harpagwuna ee HaCMELWNMBLIM B3rnaaoM: «TeprneHune! - ckasasa oHa. - Bcemy cBoe
BpemMs».

TpeTbsa rnasa

Kpacnnbwmk bapak npuwen goMon no3gHo. B komHaTe 6b1s10 TEMHO, U CTOAN apoMaT
Kak B gome bora4va. OH 3a)ker CBeT U, K CBOEMY OFPOMHOMY YAMBJIEHUIO, YBUAEN, YTO
ceMenHoe JIoXKe pasfesieHo noroJsiam, ogHa NoJioBMHA B COBCEM HErnpuBbIYHOM MecCTe,
6/1m>XKe K ovary, Kasasnocb, XXaNa ero, Apyras boina 3aBeweHa Kyckom Mmatepun. OH
nogowen Tyna, NpuKpbiBas 1ag0HbIO CBET, OTOABUHYJ1 3aHABECKY U YBMOES CBOIO
XKEHY, KaK pebeHOK CnaBLUYylO CO CKaTbiIMU KynakaMu. Ee abixaHne 6bi210 POBHbIM, OHa
rnokasaJjlaCb eMy TakKoWu »KeslaHHOW, HO OH CAep>KasiCs, HEC/IbILLHOWN MOCTYMbIO
noAoLlen K o4ary, No 3anaxy Halwlesa OCTaTKU POCKOLLHOW Tpane3bl U3 pbibbl, NPSAHbIX,
Ha MacJie XapeHbIX NMUPOroB, KOTOPbIX OH HUKOr4a A0 3Toro He npobosan. OH
OTJI0XKNJ NONOBUHY PbIONHBI N KYCOK MUPOra U TUXOHbKO OTHEC 3TW OCTaTKW B Capaw,
4yTObbLI ero Mmnaawuin 6paT, ropbyH, ecnm eMy HOYbIO NN PaHO YTPOM 3aXo4eTcCs
MnoNIaKOMUTLCSA, Hawen 3To. OH NOBEPHYJT K CBOEMY JIOXKY, CNPaBU KOPOTKYIO
MOJINTBY, CUASA Ha KPOBATW, 3aCTblJ1 HA MTHOBEHME, NPUCTasIbHO NMOCMOTpPEN Ha
3aHaBeCKY, KOTopas CKpbiBasa puUrypy ero »xeHbol. HUKakoro asm»xeHuns He 0bino, C
TUXNM B3L0XOM, KOTOPbIA, OOHAKO, KakK 1 BCe y Hero 6121 MacCMBHbIM, pacnpasun
CBOW 4YJieHbl U TYT Xe 3acHy. Ha cnefytowiee yTpo, 40 paccBeTa, OH BbIWLes K peke,



B351J1 CBOIO CTYNy M pPacrnoJsioXXuna cBoto paboTy B CTa warax oT AoMa, 4Tobbl He
MOTPEBOXXNTb LLUYMOM COH »eHbl. Korga oH BepHYJCs, TO yBuaen oByxX He3HaKoMbIX
XKEHLLWH, KOTOpble NPOCKOJIb3HYJIN BHYTPb, MepecTynmBe rnopor gomMa. «3To Mou
TeTKN, oHn ByayT B MOEM yCay>XeHun 6e3 nnaTbl», - CKasaa XXeHLWWnHa, KoTopas, Ha
ero yaneneHue, y>xe sctana. Korga obe He3HaKOMKN CKJIOHWUINCL, 4TODObI nouesnioBaTb
rnoaos ee nNnaaTbd, ee MaHepa, Kak OHa No3Boanaa 3To, bbi1a NoJsiHa nU3gwecTsa, emMy
MOKa3aJ10Cb, YTO OH elle HMKOr4a He BNAeN ee Takon KpacmBon. Ho y Hero He 6bi1o
BpeMeHu, TewnTb cebs ee nnkomM. OH B3rpoMo34u NPUANYHbINA THOK
CBE)XEBbIKPALLUEHHbIX LLUKYP XXNBOTHbIX cebe Ha CNnHy, cCTapyxa NoAMNpPbIrHy1a eMy
nomMmoyb. OHa nopbe)kana K ABepu 1 pacnaxHyna ee nepes HAM U CKJIOHUAChb, Korga
OH nMpoxoann Mnumo. «Bo3Bpallanca ckopee 4OMOW, MOW NOBeENUTENb, - 3aKpnyana
OHa. - Mof rocno)ka U3HbIBaeT OT TOCKWU, Korga 1ebsa HeT!». OQHUM MPbIXKKOM OHa
O4YyTuNacb BO3Jie MOJIOAON FOCMOXKN, €e NMLO HacMexasiocb 6e3 C/oB Hapg BbileaLnM.
«MrHOBeHUA KaK 30/10Tad MNblJlb, YTO YyTEKaeT, - npowunnena oHa. - [laBan A ykpawuy
TEbA, N Mbl NONOEM».

«Ham Heyero genaTb 3a NpegesaMmn AoMa», - CKasasla XXeHUinHa.

«Tbl pa3peLwwnilb, s M030BY TOr0, KTO FOPUT >XKeNaHNEM NPUATU».

«0O KOM Tbl FOBOPULLb 3TO?» - CKa3aJia XXeHLlNHa OTPEeLUeHHO 1 TBepao nocMoTpenia
en B nuyo. Kopmunanua pactepsanacb, HO He rnokasana sugy. «O ToOM, 4YTO Ha MOCTY, -
6e3 TeHu cMyLleHns oTBeTu1a OHa, - 0 HEM FOBOPID, O CAMOM HEeCHYaCTHOM U3 MY>XYUH!
[103BOJIb MHEe MO3BaTb €ro N NPUBECTU K yAesly ero MevYTaHu n Hagexna'!». «4 xouy,
4106 B IOME ObI10 YNCTO, - CKasasla Kpacusblimua n nocMoTpesia MUMO CTapyXu. -
KoTen posmkeH bnecteTb, BbICKOBAUTL CTYMbl, CTapble MeLlasikyu AOJIXKHbI BbIr194eTb
KaK HOBbl€, M0J1 BbIMbITb, U MOTOpPanJUBanTeChb, OAHO 3a ApYyrum». «O MOs rocrnoxa, -
»XanobHO NpoTSAHYNa CTapyxa, - MOMHU, €CTb TOT, KOTOPOro MbIC/lb O TBOUX
pacnyLweHHbIX BOJIOCaX 3aCTaB/IAET KOJIEHU OPOoXXKaTb». «YaHbl Ha ynuuy Ha
NPOMbIBKY, - 3aKpu4ana KpacunbLinua, - Tl 6€CCTbiXXas, BbIMUCTUTb KOpbITa N Bo4Ku,
OpOBa HAaHOCUTb N3 Capasd, NMATb Ca>eHb APOB, pa3)Keyb OroHb A1 KOTJ1a, MeJIbHULbI
DOJDKHbI Tak paboTaTb, 4TOD NCKPbI NeTenun, KpoBaTK 3anpasuTb, Bnepen, pas, Asa!
LLleeenuTech Bbl ABoe! bapak, MO MYyX, [OJ/DKEH pafoBaTbCA, YHTO Yy MeHA ABe
MPUCIY>XXHUUbI». «O rope HamMm», - 3aKpun4asa CTapyxa 1 ynana B HOMM XeHLnHe.
«Mownn NpoYb, A0Yb MOS, FOCMOXKa Hac Npe3npaeT, N He X04eT, 4Tob Mbl en
COCTY>KUIIN HaCToALWYI0 Ciyxby!»

«Pa3Be Bbl He Npucaranu 6biTb B MOEM YCY)KEHUM WU HET? - 3710 3aKpu4vana
KPaCuibLLWLA N BblAEPHYIA HOTY N3 PYK CTapyXu, 4TO Ta NOKa4vyHysacb. - Knaamce



nnn HeT?» OHa TonHyJla Horon. Kopmmnnnuya n nmnepaTpuua 3aberanm, oHn npmneenmn
B NOPSALOK KPOBATU, OHN BbIHEC/IN YaHbl M NHCTPYMEHTHI Ha MPOMbIBKY, HaTaCcKasu
OpPOB N3 capas N CNOXXNNK aposa wrtabensamu, BbIMNCTUAN CTYNY U BbICKOBANAN
yeprnaku. B 3To BpeMsa KpacuabLlmnua BbliTawmna n3-nog noayLwkKu aparoueHHyo
NeHTYy 1 3epkano. OHa cuaesna Ha 3eMJie Ha CBA3Ke CyLUeHbIX TpaB 1 yKpallana cebs,
HO NIMLL0 OCTaBaNoCcb 6e3pafoCTHLIM. «Bbl AyManu, 4To Ay BaC B KapMaHe, - bpocuna
OHa 4epe3 neYyo. - PaHblue HY>XHO 6bls10 BCTaBaTb. Tenepb noberanTte 0o ceabMoro
noTa». «Tbl NporosiofgaeLwbCcs, MO roCrnoXka, - CMMPEHHO CKa3aJla KopMunmua. -
HunyTo Tak He Npoby)XgaeT ronon Kak CMOTPETb Ha TO, Kak paboTatoT aApyrue», - n
MPOTSAHYIa el Ha MasleHbKOW Tapesike acCopTU N3 pa3HbIX MAITETOB C TOHKUM
MPSHbIM 3aMNaxoM, KaKuUX XXeHa KpacuJbLUMKa OTPOAACL He Buaesa: OHa C
YOAWUBJIEHMEM CMOTpPEsia Ha HUX, B35J1a TapesiKy U cbesia OAUH 3a APYrMM BCe
byTepbpoabl. Koroa bapak npuwen B oben nomon, oHa 6bina He rosiogHa N He
NMPUTPOHYNACh K efe, KOTOPYI NPUroToBMa KOpMUIMLA N KOTopas Tak npuwiiack rno
BKycCy bapaky. OHa no-npeXxHeMy Masio roBopuaa 1 He oTBeYasia Ha BOMNPOChl MyXXa.
OH He NpornoTua HU Kyco4dka 6e3 Toro, 4Tobbl He BbITapaWUTb CBOU Kpyrble rnasa
Ha Hee, besiku ero rnas HadyMHanu bnecteTb OoT BeCcnoKoncTBa NKU
cocpenoTo4eHHOCTUN. «MonnmTech, Bbl pasgenmeline C HaMmm Tpanesy, - ckasan bapak
TeTylwKaM, KOTopble cngenn noodasib Ha 3emJie U NorsaoLwanm oCTaTKu NULWK. -
MonnTtecb, 4To6 OHa CHOBa CMOrfla eCTb M 4TO6bl 3TO NMOWJO er Ha NoJb3y. Bbl,
OOJDKHO BbITb, 3HaeTe, - NPoAoJ/Kas OH, - HeAeNto Ha3ad A NPUriacui K Ham B A0M
BCEX MOUX POACTBEHHMUL, OHW BENIN KpacuBble peyun, KYMYLLKWN, O HENn, MOEN XeHe, U 1,
3HaeTe, CeEMb Pa3 Ha HOYb €1 TO, 4TO OHM B6aroCcNOBUAM NOXKENAHUAMU MNI040POAMNS.
N ecnn mos xeHa BefeT cebs CTpaHHO, MHave, 4emM 0ObIYHO, TO BOCXBAJIA0 A 3Ty
HeOoObIYHOCTb U CKJIOHAKCH Nepen 3TUMN N3MEHEHUSMIN: Aa CHU30NAET CYaCTbe Ha
MOIO FOIOBY, B OXXKNOAHNK Moe cepaue». JInLo MonoL0on XeHLWWHbI nobnegHeno ot
3710CTU. «HO Nyyernasblie BeAbMbl, - CKa3asia OHa UCKPUBJIEHHbIM FTPUMACON PTOM, -
OOJDKHbI b1 3HaTb, 4TO HallenTbiBaHME 3aKJINHAHUNA, OO0JIKHbI O6bl/IN 3HATh, He
nMeeT BNaCTM HaZ4 MOUM TEJIOM, N 4YTO 3TOT MY>XXYMHA MPUHAN Ha HOYb, AOJIKHbI Oblin
3HaTb, HE BJINSET Ha MO XXEHCTBEHHOCTb». OHa pe3Ko noaHsaNack C 3eMu,
HanpaBuaacb B rNybnHy KOMHaTbl K CBOEN KPOBaTU M 3aepHyna 3aHaBecKy. bapak
TOXKe BCTasl, ero poT OTKpbIICH, OyATO OH XoTen 4To-To fobaBnThb, €ro rnasa cnegunu
3a 3aHaBECKOW, KOTopas CKpbiBasia ero »xeHy. Mosiya oH HaYan yknaabieaTb 60sbLUION
TIOK OKpaLleHHOoN MaTepun, 4Tobbl Bogpy3uTb ero cebe Ha cnnHy. Korga oH
3aKoH4wW, Byay4dun Bo3sie ABepU, NOMPaBUA rPy3 Ha CBOEN CNNHE N APy XestobHOo
CKasa/sl TeTywkaM: «5 He 30J1 Ha XXeHY M3-3a ee CJI0B, Y MeHS pafloCTHO Ha cepaue, s
B oXnpaHum 61arocnoBeHHbIX, 4TO NpMAayT». «OHM HE NMPMAYT, - NpowenTasna npo
cebs XeHLmnHa, - HM B 3TOM JOoMe, CKopee ynayT oTcioga». OHa npowenTana 3To
no4yTn 6e3MoIBHO 3a 3aHAaBECKOMN, YTO HUKTO He MOr 3TO YyC/bIWaTb; HO KOPMUINLLA
BCe XKe ycCJiblwasa, MOPrHyB NbiCbiMU, 63 pecHuy, rnasamu.



KoHeL, 03HaKOMUTEJIbHOro pparMeHTa.
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