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ConHue y>Xe 6bIJ10 Ha 3aKaTe, Korga s, Co CTUEeTOM B KapMaHe, npuiien B Konnsewn;
HO YyZlHOE OCBellleHNe ApeBHEero amguTeaTpa He NPUBJIEKANI0O MOErO BHUMAHUS;
XKaXkK[a MULEHUS K1unesa B rpyan MOen 1 BbiTECHS1a BCe Apyrue mbicnu. Nepeno MHoOM
NPOXOAWAN OOHO 3a APYruM BCe 06CTOSATENbCTBA, NPMBELLME MEHS B 3TH
Pa3BaJIMHbI; 1 BCMOMHWJ1 CBOE 3HAKOMCTBO C lNennHon; BCNOMHWUI BCe A00BUTbIE
LYTKM Mopensi, KOTOpbI, Kak 3/10i AyX, He nepecTaBall NpecsefoBaTh MeHs BO BCe
npebbiBaHNe Moe B PMe; HaKoHeLl, BCMTIOMHWJ ero nocsiegHown obuay 1 3agpoxkan oT
SPOCTHU...

BOpyr Nocabilanock 3HAaKOMOe NeHure, pa3nasics 3BOH KOJIOKONbYNKA, U ANIMHHBIN psg
Nofien ¢ 3aBelleHHbIMU INLLAMN BOLLIEe B BOPOTa U NOTSAHYJICS BOKPYI apeHbl,
OCTaHaBJ/IMBASACh Y Ka)XA0W YAaCOBHW 1 YnTas BNOJIroa0ca MonanTBbl. Oboluen Bce Ao
OZHOW N NPEKJIOHUB KOJIEHO Mepen KpecToM, Ha cpeinHe apeHbl, bpaTbsi Munocepams
B NMPeXXHEeM nopsaake BbIWAN N3 ampuTeaTpa; Wb OONH OCTasICs HEMOABMXXEH,
pPacnpocTepTbIN Y NOAHOXUS KpecTa. - O Apy3bs MOU, MPOLLLAETe SN Bbl MEHA? -
MPOUN3HEC OH FYX0 U TaKMM CTPaHHbIM FOJI0COM, YTO S HEBOJIbHO 3aTpeneTarn.
He3HakoMel, NoAHsA rosioBy, U CKBO3b MPOpPEe3aHHble AblPpbl ero NoKpbiBaia
YyCTPEMUSINCL Ha MEHS Bblpa3uTesibHble Fna3a ero. - Moslofon YesnoBek, - CKa3asl OH, -
1 3Hat0, KOro Thl OXKMAAELWb M C KAaKUM HaMepeHNeM, 1 s 3aTeM 34ecb, 4Tob
OCTaHOBUTb Tebs Ha Kpato 6e3aHbI 1 yaep)xaTb OT NpecTynnieHuns. - KTo Tbl? -
CAPOCU 51 C U3YMAEHUNEM, - N OTYero Tebe N3BeCTHbl MON COKPOBEHHENLLNE MbICIIN? -
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KT0 6b1 9 HUX 6bIN, - OTBEYaN OH TOP)XEeCTBEHHO, - 6narogapu bora, 4To OH Ao3BOUN
Tebe BCTpPETUTb MEHSA, N BHEMIM MOMM C/IOBaM: Ha 3TOM CaMOM MecCTe, rae Mbl Tenepb
CTOMM, COBEPLUNIOCL HEKOrAa y>XacHoe NpecTyrnjeHne, N XXecToKO 3a Hero HakasaH
npectynHuk! Cnywan, - npofosxkan He3HakoMmel,, 06/I0KOTAChL Ha KannTesb APEBHEN
KOJIOHHbI, KOTOpon 0610MKK pa3bpocaHbl BblIN MO apeHe, - 9 pacckaxky Tebe HeyTo,
C/lyymBLUEeecsa OaBHO, 04YeHb OaBHO: "Bo BpeMeHa nMmnepaTtopa MakcuMuaHa Xuiu B
Pume gBa apyra, Buktop n AMBpocui, n oba oHun bbiim xpuctnaHe. Cectpa BukTopa
Oblna noMmonBaeHa 3a AMBPOCUSA, N AE€Hb UX CBaAbObl yXxe npubnmxancs; Ho ae
OpayHbIN BeHeL npoBmnaeHne Ha3Ha4vano JleoHun. B To BpeMs Kecapb cTan
npecnenoBaTb Hally CBATYIO Bepy U LesbIMU Thica4amum nornbanun ero »xepTBbl, NHbIE
pacTep3aHHble 3BEPSAMU, APYrne CBEP)XXEHHbIE CO CKaJibl Tapnenckon. bpaTbs, oetm n
APY3bSA 3TUX HEeCYaCTHbIX COOpannch B oOTAANIEHHeNWen YacTu PumMa n npuHecnu
nepen KpecToM TOp>XKEeCTBEHHbI 00eT: CKopee yMepeTb B MyYEHUAX eLle
y>XXaCHenLWmnx, 4em XoTH eANHbIM CJIOBOM OTpeYbCa OT UCTUHHOro bora. BukTtop u
AmMBpoCUN BbINn Mexay AaswmMn cen obet. OHM Bpocnnncb B 06bATMA ApYyr Apyra u
noAKpenuaun csiesaMmm yMUAeHus CBALLEHHYIO KNaTBy. [dabbl CyLleCTBEHHbIM
CMMBOJIOM 0O3HaMEeHOBaTb CBOW AYXOBHbLIN COKO3, AMBPOCUI CHAN C cebsa Tory, Hagnen
ee Ha BukTopa, a caM NokKpbIJICA TOro CBoero apyra. - Moxxem num Mol 6bI1Tb
cHyacTamBee? - cka3zan OH BukTtopy. - CecTpa TBOS CKOpO ByaeT MOeto )XeHOo; a eCcTb
NN B A3bI4ECKOW APEBHOCTU XOTS OAMNH NMpUMep Takon Apy>XObl, Kak Hawa? - bygem
bnarogapuTb BCEBbILWHEr0, - 0TBeYan Bukrop, - naposasLiero tebe noboBb, a MHe
Opyx0by, Kak npekpacHoe npenvyyBCTBME OXKUAAOLEro HAaC B TOW XXN3HW BNa)keHCTBa,
HO He 3abyaeM, 4YTO BesinKa BJlaCTb Bpara 4esioBe4eCKOoro 1 4YTo KO3HU ero
HencHYncnmmebl. CHacTbe Halle He OT MMUpa Ccero, U Mbl He O0J/KHbI eMy NpefaBaTbCA
BMoJiHe, HO 64eTb 1 MONNTbLCA, Aabbl Bpar He paCcKMHYJ1 HaM CeTEN B CaMyto MUHYTY
yrnoeHuns. AMBPOCUI He OTBeYasl HX CI0Ba, HO BHYTPEHHE YNpeKHyJ1 CBOero gpyra B
n3nnwHen 604311MBOCTU. B TOT caMbin Be4ep AMBPOCUIA, MPOXOAS MUMO XpaMa
BeHepbl, KOTOPOro pa3BasiMHbl BUAHbI Ype3 3TN BOPOTA, YCblLaa NPOH3UTESIbHbIE
BOMJIN, CMeLllaHHble C HENCTOBbLIMU KPMKaMU; HECKOJILKO hakesioB 6necHynu nepen
HUM. BbixBaTnB MeY, OH Bpocuncsa snepen v yBnaen 4eTblpex NpeTopusHLEB,
BNIEKYLLMX 3a c06010 AeBYLUKY C pacnyLleHHbIMX BONOCaMU, B pacTep3aHHON ogexae.
HeckosbKo yoapoB MeYva paccesn XUWHMKOB. AMBPOCUIA NOAHAN BPOLEHHbLIN OAHUM
N3 HUX haKes n XoTeN NOMOYb OeBYLIKe BCTaTb, HO OHa 6blsia B obMopoke. OH cTan
nepen Hew Ha KOJIEHU U HaYan TepeTb ee BUCKU, JlJagOoHW 1 NOAOLWBbLI. Bckope oHa
packpblsa rnasa, U JIMUo ee NoKPbISIOCb PYMAHLUEM CTbIA/IMBOCTU, KOr4a OHa
B3rJISHYyJ1a Ha CBOK ogexay. AMBPOCUI XOTeN NPUKPbLITb OEBYLLUKY CBOEN TOron, HO
NNLWb TONBLKO COpocnn ee € nJeY, Kak yc/bilwan OnsaTb ANKME KPUKN 1 yBuaen 6neck
hakenos. NpeTopMsaHLUbI BO3BPALLANINCE B CONPOBOXAEHUN HOBbIX TOBapuLllen. Kpuku
CTAHOBUJINCb FPOMYe, MPOKNATUA BHATHEE, U (haKesbl y>Ke oCBeLlaiv UX 3Bepckue
nvua, a AMBpPOCUN BCe elle CTOSAT B HeAOYMEHMW, He 3Has, KaK CKPbITb UX



De33aWnTHYI0 XXepTBY. BOopyr aesyLliKa NnpunoaHsaia rosioBy U ykasasia eMy Ha CTEeHY
XpaMa, rge 6bi10 NpogenaHo, Bpoae ABepU, Y3Koe, efBa 3aMeTHOe OTBepcTue.
MoTywwuns paken, AMBPOCMIA B34 OEBYLUKY Ha PYKMW, BOLIes B OTBEPCTUE W, OLLyMaB
HOIOl0 KPYTYIO JIECTHULY, HaYas CryckaTbCA B noasemesibe. CTyrneHu y)xe KOHYUIJINCH,
OH YyBCTBOBAaJ1 N0 HOraMm MArkMe KoBpbl, HO HE3HaKoMKa Bce elle obBuBana ero
PYKaMN N KPENKO K HEMY MpuMXnManacb. - He CTpaluncb HUYEro. - ckasan en
AMBpOCUN, - NOXUTUTENN TBOW AANIEKO, N Tbl MOXKELLb OTAOXHYTb B 3TOM 6e30MacHOM
MecTe. - AX, - OTBeYaJia OHa, - 1 Ternepb COBEPLLUEHHO CMOKOWHa U obHMMato Tebs
eQNHCTBEHHO 13 bnarogapHocTu. Ckasas 3TO, OHa yaapwia B 1af0HN, U ABE NaMnbl
3aXKrnMcb Kak byaTo sosiwebcTsoM. AMBpocuinn yeuaen borato ybpaHHyto 3any, cpeaun
KOTOPOM CTOAN BPOH30BbLIN CTOJ1 C COCyAaMu 1 naogamMun. Y CTosla HaXxoguacs LWMPOKNin
TPUKJNHUA, BbICEYEHHbIN U3 KPAaCHOro MpamMopa 1 NMOKPbITbIN NYPrypoBbIMUA
noaywkamu. Boonb cTeH cToann ceganuvila n3 6poH3bl 1 MpaMopa, TakXXe NOKPbITble
nypnypoM. Korga, no npurialleHno Hen3BecTHon, AMBPOCKI BbiNua 6okan
OywmncToro (panepHa, oHa cena Ha TPUKJIMHNIA K ero HoraM 1 Hadana csefyoLwmm
obpa3om: - Tebe, KOHEYHO, KaXKeTCs CTPaHHbIM TBOE MNPUKJIOYEHME, HO YTObbI
06BACHNTL ero, s Ao/hkHa Tebe pacckasaTb, KTO 1 U rae Tbl HaxoAuwbcd. 9 pooom m3
peunn, moe nMma AHagmomeHa, HO oTel, U MaTb 30BYT MeHs NpocTo: AMeHa. B 'peuunun
XXU3Hb MOS TeKJ1a TUXO U CMOKOMHO, HO JINLb TOJIbKO s BCTYNW/a B PuMm, Kak
Havya/IMCb MOU HeCcYacTus, a BUHOIO TOMY Ball Kecapb, n3sepr MakcumumaH... Tyt
AMBpPOCU OCTaHOBMT AMeHY 1 Npunoxxuna naney K rybam. - He 6owncs, - oTBevana
OHa, yNblbasAcs, - CTeHbl 3TU TaK TOJICTbI, YTO CHaAPY>XW HEBO3MOXXHO CJ/bILLIATb HU
0o4HOro cnoBa. MakcuMmaH, - NpoaoJKasaa oHa, - yBNAE MEHS OOHaXXAbl B XpaMe 1
peLlmnsica NoXmTnuTb. Heckonbko pa3 nsberana A ero ceTen; HoO, BUAS HAaKOHeEL, 4TO
MHEe HesNb3s NMoKa3aTbCsa Ha yauue 6e3 Toro, 4Tobbl ABa UK TPU NPETOPUAHLIA Ha
MeHS He Hamasau, 8 He cTasla BbIXOAUTb BOBCe. B 0HY HO4Yb TOJIMa CUX 3/104e€eB
BOpBaJslaCb KO MHe B CMaJibHIO U UMeHeM Kecaps TpeboBana, 4Tobbl A WwWna 3a HUMK. A
OT HUX YCKOJIb3HYJa, HawJsa C/ay4YanHo 3TOo ybexuuie n pewinsacb B HeM ocTaTbcs. A
TalvHO yBegoMW/ia OTuUa O CBOEN y4aCTWU, U OH A0CTaBASAEeT MHe BCe NoTpebHOoCTHn
XXU3HU 1 NpuUcblJlaeT noovYepenHO HECKOJIbKO AeByLleK asa moen npucnyru. CerogHsa
Hen3bACHMMas rpyCcTb MHOIO OBJslaena, U, CHNTas OKPECTHOCTU 3TOro noa3emMesnbs
B6e3onacHbIMUK, 9 He BbiTepresia 1 Bbilla NoAbilaTbh CBEXMM BO34YXOM HOYW; HO efBa
cAenasia HeCKOJIbKO LLIAroB, Kak HEHaBUCTHbIE NPEeTOPUSAHLLbI CXBATUIN MEHS 1,
HEeCMOTpS Ha MOe COMPOTUBNIEHNE U KPUKWN, MOBAEKIN 3a coboto... Ecnm 6bl Tbl He
rMnoaocrnen KO MHe Ha nomoub, 9 6bl Tenepb 6bi1a BO ABopue MakcnMuaHa... O, 9 He
Mory nogymaTtb 06 3ToM 6e3 y)xaca! AMeHa 3aKpblsia 1MLO pyKamm, n AMBPOCUN
BUAEN, KaK OHa NnokpacHena. OCTaBLWNCb HECKOJIbKO MTHOBEHUIN B 3TOM MOJIOXKEHWUMN,
KpacaBuLa B3rsisgHysia Ha AMBPOCUSA U CKa3asla eMy C 3aMeLllaTeslIbCTBOM:
Paccka3biBas Tebe Mou NoxoxxaeHus, a1 1 3abblna, 4To NaaTbe Moe B becnopsaake.
Ecnn no3sonuvwb, 9 O4E€HYCb B TBOEM MPUCYTCTBUN, MOTOMY YTO XWUJIULLE MOE OYEHb



TecHo... OHa ygapwuia B 1aZlOHN - 1 BOWAN TPU OEBYLUKN C pa3HbIMU
NPUHag1IeXXHOCTAMUN XXEHCKOro Hapsaaa. Cnepsa AMeHa fafna pacyecaTb cebe
OJINHHbIE BOJIOCbI, MOTOM MNpuKasaja OgHON N3 HUX Aep>XaTb npen coboro NMoKpbiBaio
B BMAE LWWMPM W, CHAB TYHUKY, Besiesia 0CBEXUTb cebs BOOOK U HAaTepeTb apoOMaTHbIM
MacaioM. lMoKa AeBYLIKN el Npucay>xmnesanm, AMBpPOCUN 4yBCTBOBal Kakoe-To
CTpaHHoe BeCrnoKoNCTBO; eMY Ka3asloCb, 4TO HE KPOBb, @ OFOHb TeYeT B ero xuiax.
OH pewmnnca ynTtn, He npocTAacb C AMEHON, HO NINLWLb TOJIbKO CAefnasl HECKOJIbKO LWaros
Mo CTyNeHAM, Kak yCJblLai rojloc 0gHOro U3 npetopusaHues: - KNsaHyCb

[epkynecoMm, - roBOpWJ OH, - 1 HE OTOUAY OTCHOAa, NMOKa He OTbILLY 3TOro NPOKJIATOro
MOJIOKOCOCa U He oTpybto eMy yuwen! - 3Toro Mano, - oTBevan gpyron, - ¢ HUM
OOJIKHO MOCTYNUTb, KakK YJINCC NOCTYMNWA C HEBEPHbLIM MacTbipeM Ko3! Ycnblwa 3Tun
cnoBa, AMBpPOCUI cHesl, 4TO Bbl1o Bbl HEOCTOPOXKHO MOKa3aTbCs KPOBOXXAAHbBIM
rpabutensam, n Bo3BpaTuacsa K AMeHe. - [lpyr Mon, - CKa3ajia OHa, - Ternepb yXX
MO34HO: eCNun Thbl NYCTUWBLCA B NyTb 06 3Ty Nopy, To HenpeMeHHo byaelwb ybuT.
OcCTaHbCs 34eCb Ha HO4Yb, @ 3aBTpPa YeM CBeT BO3BpPaATULLLCA OMOWN. Thl MOXeLUb N1eYb
Ha 3TOM KpoBaTK, A e byay cnaTb C CBOMMUN feBYLUKaMU. AMBPOCUA YyBCTBOBaJ
HenpeoaosIMMoe BJIe4EHME KO CHY U, HE OTBEYas HX CJI0Ba, OMYCTUACA Ha TPUKINHUN
n BCKope 3abbincsa. CKBO3b COH OH CJblLasn rosioc AMeHsbl, pa3roBapuBaBsLUen co
CBOMMW MPUCNY>XXHULAMUN, N LUYM BOAbI, KOr4a OHWN BbXXUMaan rpeukme rybku B
cepebpsHble cocyabl. [NIOTOM 3BYKM 3TN Tak CMeLLasncCb, 4TO eMy Nnokasanocb, byaTo
Obl TO 3BOH 6OKasIOB 1 rapMOHNYECKOe NeHne, conposoXxgaembie apgon. Emy
npeacTaBuIOCh, YTO OH CUAUT 3a CTOJIOM, MOKPbLITLIM JOPOrUMN ACTBAMU U
AywmncTtoeiMmn BuHaMmu. Cegon cnenew, CToA nepen HUM, yaapsaa B CTPYHbI U nen Ty
CaMylo NecHb, KOTopyto B "Oaunccee" noet [1eMoAoOK 1 rae onncbiBaeTcs, Kak Mapc un
BeHepa nonmaHbl bbinin ceTsamm BynkaHa. YenoBek B 6necTsllen KoOpoHe, CUAEBLUNNA
nogJjie Hero, cnpocun ero, ynbibasace: "Xoten 66l Tbl ObITb HA MecTe Mapca, ¢ Tem
4T0bbI TEbA, NOAO0OHO eMy, HaKpbIIN ceTAMU?" AMBPOCUIA BCMOMHWI1 O CBOEN HEBECTEe
N XoTen ckasaTb: "HeT!" - HO A3bIK ero He4asHHO NMOBEPHYJICH, N OH HEBOJIbHO
nponsHec: "Oa, ecnn 66l BeHepa noxoanna Ha AMeHy!" TyT 3BYKM apdbl caenannch
ropa3fo cfafocTHee, 3asa HanosiHuAacb ob6nakamMm, N OH NOYYBCTBOBAJ1, 4TO
BO3HOCUTCA KBepxy. Korga obnaka paccesnncb, AMBPOCUA HAXOLNICS HA BbICOKOW
rope, oTKyZia BUAHENINCb eMy LBETYLINE HUBbI, 3eJIeHble fleca, CBETJ/Ible PeKn n
HeobbATHOEe ronyboe Mope ¢ becHncsieHHbIMN OCTpoOBaMuU. HenoBek B 30J10TON KOPOHe
cugen npen HUM Ha BbICOKOM MPecTos1e, OKPY>XXEHHbIN MHOXXECTBOM JII0AEN B CBETJIbIX
onexpnax. Korga oH weBenna 6poBAMM nnuv noTpsicas YepHble Kyapu, To BCS ropa
Opo>Kana U MOJIHUK pacCceKasnn rHe3anBLINeCs BOKPYr Hee Ty4u. "Opyr Mmon, -
LenHyN eMy 3HaKOMbIN ronoc, - Tl Tenepb Ha OnmnMmne n sBngnwb nepen coboto
cobpaHme 6eccMepTHbIX, FOTOBbLIX MPUHATL Tebs B CBOM KPYr, €C/IN Tbl OTpeYeLbCs OT
XpucTuaHcTea!" AMBPOCUI OrAAHYNCA KU yBUAen AMeHy, HO OH goragascs, 4To To
Oblna cama BeHepa, NOTOMY 4YTO Y HOIr ee BOpKOBasAu ABa roaybs. "CornaceH nu Tol



ONns MeHs 3abbliTb CBOKO BEpYy? - CPOCKIa OHa OMNATb. My>X MO CTap U XpOM, Tbl Xe,
Kak Mapc, n KpacuB 1 MOJIOA: 1 OXOTHO MPOMEHSA0 Ha TebsA My»)Ka, CKaXn TOJIbKO, 4TO
Tbl corslaceH!" AMBpOCUM onsiTb BCMOMHWI O JIeOHUW 1 XOTen cka3aTb: "HeT, HM 3a
4YTO Ha cBeTe!" - HO A3blK €ro BTOPUYHO MOBEPHYJICS, U OH Yy Tb ObIJIO HE NPOroBOPUII:
"CornaceH!" - kak Bganu yemaan gpyra csoero Buktopa n cectpy ero JleoHuto,
KOTOpble MaHUKN ero K cebe, NokasbiBass My4eHUYECKN BeHel,. B 3Ty MUHyTY
AMBPOCUA HEYassHHO MOAHSAN rnasa, yBuaesa, 4To Hag HUM pacKUHYTa TOHKas CeTb U3
OFHEeHHbIX HUTOK. AMeHa NokKa3aJsiaCb eMy y>XXe He CTO0JIb NPeKpacHO, a BMeCTo
ronyben n3-noa HOr ee BCNOPXHYIN ABe neTy4yme Mmbiwn. OH COTBOPWU BHYTPEHHIOO
MOJINTBY W MPOCHYICA. BOKpYr Hero 6b1s10 TEMHO; HO YTO-TO ropsyee NpPpUYnNHAI0 emy
CUbHYy0 6osb B rosioBe, 1, owynas 106, OH NO4YyBCTBOBAJ1 HA HEM pyKY AMeHbIl. OH
BCKOYMJI C KPOBATU N BpOoCUICS U3 Noa3eMenbs; HO eBa yCres MpPonTM HECKOJIbKO
LaroB, Kak OonATb yCAblWasa rosioca NpeTopusHueB. - KnsaHycb 'epkynecom, - rosopun
OOWH, - eC/IN MHe nonajeTcs 3TOT MaJibyuMLlKa, TO 9 ero pacrteps3ato Ha 4Yactu! - 3Toro
Mano, - oTBeYan APYrown, - C HUM OO0J/DKHO NOCTYNUTb, Kak Te3en NocTynun
MpokpycTtom! CnoBa 3TM NOKa3aJIMCb TaK y>XaCcHbl AMBPOCUIO, YTO OH He peLumnscs
BbINTW N3 NoA3eMeSIbS U BO3BPATUICS OLLYMNbIO Ha CBOE MeCTOo. JIMwb TOMIbKO rfasa
ero COMKHYJIMCb, OH yBuaesn cebs B oMapoBaTesibHOW CTpaHe, Ha bepery py4bs, rae
BOKpPYr cepebpsAHbIX TONONEN BUICA N3YMPYOHbIA BUHOrPAAHUNK, CKpbIBas NOA4
LWNPOKUMUN NINCTbSAMW CMesible 30J10TUCTbIe rpo3abl. HUMMbI urpanm Ha MArkown Tpase C
pe3BbIMU CaTUPaMU, B pyybe Mieckasncb Hasabl, a B 3e/IeHN AepeBbeB Nenmn
Kpacmeble NTULbl, N3 pown BbIXoonAN LeHTaBpbl B AyDOOBbIX BEHKaX U, BMeLLaBLUNCh B
TOINY CAaTUPOB U HUME, HAYMHANN C HAMW BECenyto NAscKy. AMBPOCUIA YyBCTBOBA
HeCTepnMMYyIo XXaxxay, Ho, NoAo06HO TaHTany, OH HE MOI HU HAaNUTbCA U3 PYYbS, HU
AOCTaTb PYKOI rpo3ann. B To BpeMs Kak OH TWEeTHO Harmbanca n npoTsaruBan pyku,
cnagkuim ronoc npounsHec 6am3 Hero: "CHumMu ¢ cebsa KpecT, XOTs Ha O4HO MIrHOBEHWMeE,
M Tbl TOTYAC YTONINLWb CBOK »axay!" OH OrnsgHyAca u B Kpyry HUM@ y3Han AMeEHY; HO
OH gorapgaJscs, 4To 3To He AMeHa, a BeHepa, n6o Ha Hen Bbls1 30/10TOW MOSC
HeoOblKHOBEHHON pPaboThl, NpMAaBaBLWNA el YAUBUTENbHYIO KpacoTy. OH He Mor
NMPOTUBOCTOATbL €e CJI0OBaM U y)Ke OOTPOHYICA 00 KpecTa, Kak eMy NnokKasasiocCb, 4TO
BOA/IN OH BUWOWUT TONNy Hapoda. Brnageswuncb B Hee NpuUCTasbHO, OH Y3Han BukTtopa;
HECKOJIbKO NI0AEN Kanan ero Ha AepeBSAHHbIA CTaHOK, U Nana4, ¢ 0bHa>KeHHO
rpynbto, FOTOBUJICA UCTA3aTb €ro packasieHHbIMN KJeLwamMn, Mexxay TeM Kak 4eTBepo
Apyrmnx npueaAsbiBanan JleoHuto K bonbliomy Kosnecy. "lMpowan, AMBPOCUI, - KpUYanu
eMy Opyr n HeBecCTa, - Mbl YMUpPaeM 3a Hally Bepy 1 byaem MoanTbCa y npecTona
BCeBbILWHEro, 4Tobbl OH n3basun Tebsa ot ocnenneHuna!" "Het, mon apy3bs, U 9 Xo4y
ymMepeTb ¢ BaMmu!" - BCKpu4an AMBPOCUN 1 BHE3AMHO NMPOCHYACcA. OH BCKOYU C oapa U
onpoMeTbio nobe)kan n3 nogsemMenbs; HO INWb TOJIbKO O4YTUJICHA Ha CTYNEHAX, Kak
ycnblwan gea rpybele ronoca: - KnaHycb F'epkynecom. - roBopus O4ANH U3 HUX. - eC/IN
Obl Tenepb Nonascsa MHe 3TOT noBeca, A 6bl OTPpydnN eMy HOrM N PyKK. - 3TOro



Mao, - oTBeYan Apyromn, - 1 6bl C HAM NOCTYNWA, Kak ANMosoH ¢ Mapcmnacom! - 4 He
H6otocCb Balwnx yrpos! - Bckpuyan AMBPOCUR, - yMepeTb OT PYK BalUUX UKW OT nanadven
MakcMmnaHa gna meHs sce paBHo! OH BbibeXkas Ha CBEXUin BO3AYX U YBUAES, YTO
y>Xe HacTaJlo yTpo. Y xpama BeHepbl He 6b1J10 HU OAHOIO NpeTopuaHLUa, N OH
CNOKOWHO aowen o ceoero xunuwa. Cnyrn AMBpocua yBeLoOMUN ero, 4To HOYbIO
CTpa)ka Kecaps BJloMuiacb B OM BUKTOpa, HasloXXusia Ha Hero uenu n yeena c
coboto. HavanbHUK cTpa>ku 06BMHSAN ero B CONPOTUBJIEHUN 3aKOHHOW BNaCTU U B
HanageHUU Ha UcnosiHMTenen MakCMMMaHOBLIX NOBENEHUR; YINKO Bblna Tora ¢
nMeHeM BukToOpa, KOTOPYIO NPecTynHKK, No csioBam ero, cbpocmn Bo Bpems bercraa.
AMBpOCUI nocnewnsa B 4OM CBOero apyra, 4Tobbl OT ero cecTpbl y3HaTb noapobHoCTH
3TOro npoucwecteusa. OH 3acTan ee Ha KoJNleHax nepen obpa3om cnacntens. KpynHble
cnesbl 61nMCTanm B ee rnasax, HoO JINLO ee He NoKa3blBasio HUKAKOro OTHasHUA. -
AMBpPOCUI, - CKa3aJsia OHa C aHrenNbCKo YblbKOIO, - BCE HECHACTUSA HNCNOCHIIalTCA
Ham cBbilwe! CerogHsa apyr TBon 6e3 BCAKOM BUHbI BpoLleH B TEMHULY; 3aBTpa, MOXeT
ObITb, NOrMbHeT TBOA HEBeCTa; HO Aa byaeT Bona rocnogHaA!" TyT 6paT Mmunocepauns
OCTaHOBWJICA U, MOMOJI4aB HEMHOI O, CMPOCUJI MEHS, N3BECTHbI /1N Tebe KapTUHbI
Pahasna? - [a, - oTBeYan f, - U HXW Ha OOHY U3 ero MagoHH s He Mory cMoTpeTb be3
cepaeyHoro ymmneHus. - Tak, - NpoAoJsiKas He3HakoMel, - 1 BUXKY, Y4TO Thl
NOHMMaelb BEIMKOro XyAoXXHMKa. Ho ecnu 6bl Thl 3Han J1IeoHMo, Tbl Obl yBEpUCS,
4YTO B YepTax ee OblI0 He MeHee KPOTOCTU, He MeHee HebeCHOM YNCTOThI, YeM B
PadpasneBbix MagoHHax. - Ho, - npepBan s pacckasymka, - Tbl FOBOPULLL 06 Hen, Kak
OyaTo 6bl cam ee Bnaen? He npepbiBall MeHS, - 0OTBEYasl OH TOPXKECTBEHHO, - U
cnywan panee: CengaHue c JleoHuen npounssesio Ha AMBPOCUS CTpPaHHOe AeNcTBue.
Ho4HOe npouncluecTBmMe 0CTaBW/I0 B HEM TArOCTHOE BreYyaT/ieHne, a BCe, 4TO OH AyMar
1 owyulan B nogsemesnibe AMeHbl, NOKa3asioCb €My TaK NpPe3peHHO, Tak HEYNCTo B
CpaBHEHWN C YyBCTBOM, NPOHUKaBLLNM ero B [pncytcTteum JIeoHUn, 4TO OH CaM He
NOHMMa”N, Kak Mor 3abbiTb ee XO0TSA Ha OA4HY MUHYTY. EMy XO0Tenocb nNacTb K ee Horam,
NPU3HaTbCA B CBOEM 3abNy>XOEHUU N NPOCUTb NPOLLEHUSA, HO JIOXKHbIV CThblg yAepxar
ero. C gopyrov CTOpoHbl, OH 60s1Ca oropy4nTb JIEOHUIO, OTKPbLIB €M, YTO TOra,
nocny>xueLwas ynmkon Buktopy, bbina 6poweHa nM caMmM 1 4TO OH HE MOXXET CnacTu
ee bpaTa, He NnornbHys BMecTo ero. O4HaKO OH peLlnsiCs, He Tepss BPEMEHMU,
OTbICKAaTb HaYaJlbHUKa CTpaxu, oceoboanTb BukTopa n 06BuHUTL cebs B
npecTynJjeHnn, KoTopoe NpunncbiBasan ero gpyry, noka oH 6beran rno scemy Pumy,
4TOObI Y3HATb, KTO UMEHHO NpeaBoANTEeIbCTBOBAJ NpeTopuaHLUamMm, CXBaTUBLLUMMN
BukTOpa, n B KAKOW TEMHULLE OH 3aKJIl04YeH, npoLwen uesbli geHb. bblsio y)xe no3aHo,
Korga oH, cobpaB Hy>XHble CBeAeHUS, e No gopore B TeMHuUy. EMy Hagne)xano
NPoOXoAuTb MUMO XpaMa BeHepsbl. JIMWb TOIbKO OH MOPaBHANCA C MeCToM, rae
HakKaHyHe cnac AMeHY, KTO-TO TUXOHbKO Ha3BaJ1 ero no nmeHn. OH OCTaHOBUJICA U
yC/iblLWasi, YTOo rosioc BbIXOAUT U3 noasemesnbs. - Conanm Ko MHe Ha MUHYTY, - TOBOPU
ronoc, - Tol yctasn, n Tebe HagobHO NoAKpPenuTb CBOU CUJbI! - He HY>XHO, - 0TBeYan



AMBpPOCUIM O0BOJIbBHO CYyX0 N NPOA0JIXKas CBOW NyTb. - AMBpocuin, AMBpocun! -
3aKpuyan rosoc, - A 3Hato, Kyia Tbl Crewmnilb; HO Thbl HE Cnacellb CBOero Apyra, a
TOJIbKO NornbHelwb ¢ HUM BMecTe. ECTb Apyroe cpeacTBO ero crnactu, COMAN Ko MHe,
n A Teba Hay4y, 4TO JO/HKHO AaenaTb! CnoBa 3TK NoKasaancb AMBPOCUKIO TakK
ybeaonTenbHbl, 4TO OH CANYCTWU/ICA B Noa3eMesibe. KoBpbl Ha 3TOT pa3 Obl/in yCbiNaHbI
CBEXUMU po3aMu, n bnaroyxaHme nx 6b110 Tak CUJIbHO, 4TO AMBPOCUIO NOKa3asocCh,
6ynTo 6bl OH OT Hero NbaHeeT. AMeHa C NOJIYPaCKPbITbIMU Fa3aMn Nexxana Ha
nogywkax. - 4 Teba oxxngana, - ckasana oHa eMy, - U Hapo4HO Benena ybpaTb CBOE
XKUNNLLE KakK MOXKHO slyyLle. Bbeinen HEMHOro BUHa 1 oMo cebs BOLOIO: CMOTPU, Kak
Tbl yCTan v 3anbinnnca! - OHa ygapwuia B NafoHU, U NPUCTYXXHULbI BHECIN HECKOJIbKO
COCYZ0B X0JIOOHOM BOAbI N pa3Hble apoMaTbl. Korga AMBPOCUI BbINW Yawly BUHA, OHU
CHSAMN € Hero obyBb U, OCBEXUB €ro HOrM, OKATUIN eMy roJiIoBY U niedun. - Tenepb
JIOXXKNCb U OTOOXHU, - CKa3ana AMeHa, - a 1 NoKaMecCT ynay K CBOUM OeBYLIKaM.
AMBpPOCUI OaBHO XOTeN ee CNPOCUTb, KaknM obpa3om emy cnactv Buktopa; HO b
TO/IbKO OH Ha4nHan roeopuTb, AMeHa ero npepbiBana. HakoHel OH, He obpallas
BHUMaAHMSA Ha ee peyun, CPOCUs, 4TO eMy HafgobHo genaTtb? - Tbl O4EeHb HETepnenms, -
oTBeYana AMeHa, - HO 4Tobbl ckopee Tebs yCNoKouTb, A CKa)Ky Tebe, Kak Tbl A0J/IKEH
NoCTYyNUTb, 4TOObLI N36aBUTL Apyra TBOEro OT CMepPTU, He noaBepras cebs onacHOCTW.
Ecnn Tbl Tenepb ABULLLCA K TIOPEMHOMY HaYasJIbHUKY U CKaXKellb eMy, YTO Thbl
HaCTOALLMA NPEeCTYNHUK, @ 4TO BUKTOp HEBMHEH, TO XOTH Tebs n nocagaT B TeMHUUY,
HO BMKTOpa 13 Hee He BbINYCTAT; HANPOTUB, NPEeTop NOYTET €ro TBOUM

COOBLHMKOM, - U BMECTO O4HOWN XXepTBbl NOrMOHYT ABe. Bbl NpnHagnexunTe, -
npoposhkana AMeHa Cc BUAOM cobosie3HOBaHUA, - K TaKOMY COCJI0BUIO, KOTOpoe
BCAKNI MOXeET rybuTtb 6e3Haka3aHHO 1 19 KOTOPOro HeT HU Cyha, HXN 3aKOHOB.
NMoaoyman TONbKO, 4TO ByaeT € TBOen HeBeCcTon, Koraa Hu 6paTa ee, HU Teba He
OCTaHeTCsa AndA ee 3aWwnTbl? Ka)Kabl XULWHUK, Ka)XAbl KpOBOMNMWLLIA CTAHET Ha Hee
CMOTpPEeTb KaK Ha CBOK A06bl4y, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE OCMENIUTCHA U He 3aX04eT y Hero
oTHATB! O. ecnin 6bl Bbl He Tak ObIIN YNPAMbI N COrNTaCcUINCb BO3BPATUTLCA K BalUUM
npexHum boram, Torga eule sce 66l MOXKHO NonpasnTb! AMBPOCUSA 3TO 3aKJIl04EeHNe
ype3Bbl4aMHO NOpPa3wno, U KOraa oH He4YassHHO NoAHAJ rosioBy, eMy CHOBa
NMoKasasioCb, YTO Ha4 HUM PAaCKNHYTa TOHKAs CeTb N3 OFHEHHbIX HUTOK. OlHAaKO OH He
MOl He CO3HaTbCH, 4TO A0BOAbLI AMEHbl CrpaBeasinBbI, N CMIPOCUIT €€, 4TO eMy
ocTaeTcsa Aenatb? - Bo-nepBbiX, - 0TBeYasna AMeHa, - Tbl LOJIXKEH CKOJIb MOXKHO MeHee
MOKa3blBaTbCS: CBA3b TBOSA C BUKTOPOM TaK M3BECTHA, 4TO paHO 1AM No34HO OHa Tebs
noryouT, ecnu Tel He Byaelb OCTOPOXKEH. BO-BTOPbIX, HUKTO HE MOXKeT cnacTu
TBOEro gpyra, kpome ero cectpsbl. [1lycTb OHa 3aBTpa e nonaeT BO ABOpeL, kecaps,
bpocnTCcAa nepen HAM Ha KOJNIEHU U MOJIUT €ro o NoMuioBaHUKN ee bpaTa. MakcuMuaH
N3Bepr, HO eMy Cjly4aeTcCs NokKasbiBaTb NPOONECKN BEIMKOAYLLNS; S YBEPEHA, YTO
MOJI0O0CTb N KpacoTa TBOEW HEBECTbI TPOHYT €ro KaMeHHoe cepgue... TyT y>XacHas
MbIC/1Ib Mopa3unna AMBpocusa. - Kak! - BCKpu4an OH, - HO eC/Qin 3Ta caMasa MOJIOAOCTb U



KpacoTa... - 1 MoOHMMalo, 4TO Thl X04ellb CKa3aTb, - NpepBasia ero AMeHa. - Thl
bounwbcsa, 4Tobbl rpybas 4yBCTBEHHOCTb TUPaHa He nobyanna ero K Kakomy-Hubyab
Hacnnuio; Ho Byab cNokoeH. MakCMMmMaH Tenepb 3aHAT OOHOK MHOM, a Heyfa4a
BYEpaLUHEro npeanpuaTusa Tak pasgpakuna ero nioboBb, 4TO HUKaKasa apyras MbliCiib
He BOMAET B ero rosoBy. Bnpoyem, ecnm 6bl gake 370 1 661710 BO3SMOXKHO, TO TaKOMn
Ccslyda ogHO NpennosioXXeHne; a Korga Tbl CBOEK ONMPOMETHYUBOCTbIO JINLWNLLb
JleoHunto BpaTa 1 XXeHnxa, Toraa B Ka>goM BOMHE KeCapeBOn CTPa>Kn OHa HangeT
MakcmmMmaHa! AMBpOCKUIA COraacuica € CnpaBeasIMBoOCTUIO 3TUX CJIOB; HO, HECMOTPS Ha
NpoCbObl AMEHbI, HEMPEMEHHO XOTeN NPOoAOo/HKaTb NYTb CBOW U MOCETUTb BukTopa B
ero TeMHuue. Jinwb TOSIbKO OH NPMBAN3MACS K BbIXOAY M3 NoA3eMesibs, Kak yCblwan
CHapPY>XW pa3roBop OBYX NPeTOpPUSAHLEB. - 1 yBepEeH, - rOBOPUI OAUH U3 HUX, - 4TO
4yesloBEK, CKPbIBLLUMNCSA OKOJI0 3TOr0 XpaMa, COOBLHMK TOro Herogsas, KOTopbIn BYepa
nomeLuas Ham NOXNTUTb AMEHY N KOTOPOro 3aBTpa YyTPOM npubbloT Ko kpecTy! - B
TOM HET HMKAKOro COMHEeHU s, - 0TBeYan APYron, - 1 a1 Mo3BoJIIO Ha3BaTb cebs 6abon,
ecnn oTonay oTcioha, He A0XKAABLNCL 3Toro 6esaenbHukal! Ycabiwas, 4To Apyra ero
Ka3HAT Ha gpyroe yTpo, AMBPOCUIA 04eHb ucnyrancsa, EMy xotenocb npopBaThbCA
CKBO3b TOJINY NMPEeTOpUAHLEB N cCnion ocBoboanTb BukTopa; HO, NoCae KpaTKoro
pPa3MbILLIEHNSA, OH YBUAOEN, YTO MbIC/b ero 6e3paccygHa v 4To OH nornbHeT 6e3
BCAKOW MOJb3bl 419 cBOero gpyra. OH pelnncs Bo3BpaTUTbCA K AMEHe 1 pacCKaTb en
noAcCnyLaHHbIN pa3rosop. - Tbl BUANLWb, - CKa3asia AMeHa, - 4TO COBET MOW BCero
BepHee. Tak Kak 0NacHOCTb, yrpoXKawwasa Buktopy, ropasno 6avxe, 4em g nonarana,
TO U Tbl LOJ/IKEH NOCMNELWNTb ero cnaceHneM. BoT neprameH, Hanuwmu cenyac K
JleoHuu, 4ToObI OHa YeM CBET LWJla KO ABOPLUY U 0XXUAaNa nosasseHns kecaps. CKaxku
€N, 4YTO Tbl pyYaellbCs 3a ycnex. Tbl MOXKEeLlb ee CMeJsio B 3TOM yBepuTb, Mbo Morna nm
Obl 51, 06513aHHaa TBoOeMy MyXXecTBy bonee 4emM XN3HU, AaTb Tebe AypHON COBET.
O4Ha 13 MoX NPUCIYXXHUL, BbibepeT yaobHY0 MUHYTY U BbINAET C TBOUM MNOC/IaHUEM
n3 nopsemenbs. NMpeTopusHubl ee He YBUAAT, a ecan bbl 1 3aMeTunn, To NponycTaT
6e3 3aTpygHeHNA. AMBPOCUIA XOTes caenaThb elle Kakoe-TO BO3pa>KeHune, Ho
MoYyBCTBOBAJI, 4HTO COH ero ogosieBaeT. OH B34/1 mepraMeH, Hanucasn, 4To
nporosopwusia AMeHa, 1, CKJIOHUB roJI0BY Ha CTOJ1, KPErnKo 3acHyJ1. DTOT pa3 OH HUYero
He BMAaN BO CHe, HO ero npobyann ropadun nouenym AMeHol. BcTaHb, - roBopuaa oHa
emMy, - Tenepb y>xe yTpo, MNpeTopnsaHubl YLK, Tbl MOXeLb Be30nacHO AoNTK A0
Aoma. AMBpoCUin HyBCTBOBa1 60/1bLIYIO YCTaNoCTb, HO OH BCKOYWJT C TPUKIIMHUSA, KyAa,
BEPOATHO, €ro rnepeHec/an BoO BpeMs CHa, 1 Bbllwen 13 xunnuuwa AmeHsl. ConHue 6bi1o
y>Xe BbICOKO, 1 OH nocnewwunn B AoM JleoHnn, 4Tobbl y3HaTb 06 ycrexe ee nocTynka.
Ha aBope BCTpeTuam ero Cayru; - OHu njaakanum n panan Ha cebe ogexnay. [isoe n3
HUX paccKasaau eMy, 4To JIeoHUs, NONYyYMB €ro NMCbMo, 04eHb Bblsla MM NopakeHa,
HO TOTYac Besiesia UM cnenoBaTb 3a coboto 1 nowwia Ko asopuy MakcummaHa. OHa
bpocunnacb nepen HUM Ha KOJNIEHU U CTasla YMONSATb €ro o npouweHnn bpaTa. "KnsHycb
KOnuTepoMm, - ckasan Kecapb, - 4 HUYEro He 3Hato 0 ee bpaTe! YTo OH 3a YenoBek?" -



"OH? - oTBeYas OOWH LUEHTYPUOH, - OH XPUCTUAHNH, KOTOPOro 3a pa3Hble Aep3kue
MOCTYNKN KU, MeXAY NMPOYnM, 3a CONPOTUBIIEHNE TBOUM MNPUKA3aHNAM A Benen
nocaguTb B TIopbMy". - "Tbl XOpOLLO caenas, - oTBeYyasa Kecapb, - U MOXellb
MOCTYMNNTb C 3TUM XPUCTMAHMHOM Kak 3abnaropaccygullb; HO CeCTpa ero MHe
HPaBUTCHA, U A XO4Yy COCTaBUTb ee cHacTue". TyT, Nno 3HakKy MakCcnMmaHa, nogsenu K
HeMy JleoHuMt0. "XoYewb 1N MeHs NnobnTe?" - cnpocnn oH ee. "Y MeHs eCTb XXEHUX "
6paT, - oTBeYana JleoHna c KpoToCcTUlo, - 1, nocne bora, g nwobnto nx ogHmx!"
Ycnbiwa Takom oTBeT, NpoAos/Kaan ciayrun, mbl nobnegHenu; nbo rnasa kecaps
HaIMNUCb KPOBbIO 1 Benas NneHa nokasajsacb Ha ero ycTax, O4HaKo X OH yaep>Kascs
N NponosHKan A0BOJIbHO slackoBo: "Monobu MeHs, 1 A ocbin TebsA 30/10TOM N NPOLLY
TBOEero bpaTa". "XKun3Hb ero B TBOUX pykKax, - oTBe4ana JIeoHus, - HO ecnun Tbl €ero
norybuilb, To Ha 3To byneT Bons boxuns; niobutb xxe Tebsa g He mory!" "lMocnywan, -
NpoAaoJKan Kecapb, - ecnun Tol bByaewb ynpaMnuTbcs, To 8 obongycb n 6e3 TBoero
cornacms, a bpaTta TBOero u »KeHuxa 3acTaB/o yMepeTb Nped TBOMMU riasamMn B
y>XXacHenwmnx mydyeHumax!" 3necb TBepaocTb JlIeoHUn ee noknHyna. OHa ynasa K Horam
MakcuMmaHa u, 3amBasiCb cnesamm, obHana ero KoneHu. "Cxanbca Hago MHOW, -
BOMNMsaNa oHa, - Mory nm 9 niobutb Tebs, nponneliero 6e3BUHHO CTOJILKO
XPUCTUAHCKOM KpoBu! byab BennkogyweH, OTAYCTU MEHA 1 NpocTu Moero bpata!"
Kecapb Oo/sro mon4an, n cMoTpen Ha JIeoHUo y>XacHbiMU rna3amu. "ECTb ogHO
CpencTBo, - CKa3ajl OH HakKoHeLl,. - Ecnun Tbl 1 6paT TBOW OTKa)KeTecCb OT Ballen Bepbl
N cornacuTech NokJoHATbLCA 6oram, To A Bac o6onx oTNyLly, HE CAeNlaB BaM HU
Masenwero Bpeaa; ecsnm Xe HeT, To bpaT TBon normbHeT. TBOM eQUHOBEPLbLI A0OCeNne
Tak 6blM ynpsmbl, HTO BCe NPUHOCUIN B )XepPTBY cBoeMy bory. MHe ntobonbITHO
3HaTb, 00 KaKOM CTeneHn AoxoanT 3To ynopcTeo!" JleoHus onsaTb 6Bpocunack Ha
KOJ1IeHW, HO Kecapb nofas 3HakK, U ee OTBe/IM B TEMHULY. YC/ibilWa 3TOT paccKas,
AmMBpocun Brnan B oT4asHne. - O AMeHa! - Kpr4dan OH B UCCTYNJI€EHUN, - Tbl BAHOBHMLA
3TOro HecyacTmsa! TBOM XUTPOCTU U JiyKaBble COBETbI MPUYMHOLID, 4TO A norybun gpyra
n HeBecTy! Ho ecnin 4 He B cuiax ux cnactu, To, N0 KpanHen Mepe, yMpy BMecTe C
HUMK! OH nobeXxan K npedekTy, pacckasas BCe, 4TO C HAM CNY4USI0Cb B NocnenHune
ABa OHSA, 1 npocun, 4Tob ero noasepran KasHu, Ho ocsoboannm 6l BukTopa v
JleoHunt0. YTOo NpenckasbiBasa AMeHa, Cnydnnocs. NpedekT Beses oTBeCTu ero,
CKOBaHHOro, B rnyboKyto TEMHULY U 3aCMesaNca eMy B rfia3a, Korga oH ynomsaHyn ob
ocsoboxageHun gpyra n HeesecTbl. AMBPOCUI MPOBEJST HOYb B My4YUTEJSIbHOM
becnokoncTee. Ha apyron feHb npuillen TIOPEMHbIA CTPaXK U NpennoXxun emy
csobony oT MMeHun npedekTa, C TeM, 4T0bbl OH OTKa3asiCa OT XPUCTUAHCTBA.
AMBpPOCUN C HEroZloBaHNEM OTBEPrHyJ 3TO npensioxeHue. MNpowen AeHb, TIPEMLLMK
ABUJICA C NMPeXXHUM BorpocoM. OTeeT AMBpocKs Bbin TOT Xe. Takum obpa3om, oH
Hedenwn ABe NMpoBes B TEMHMLUE, MoJsly4as MUK POBHO CKOJIbKO BbINO HY>KHO, 4TOO He
yMmepeTb C rosiogy, N He BUASA HUKOro, KpoMe TIOPEeMHOro cTpa)ka, NpuxoamnsLLero
Ka)K[o0e yTpOo C TeM Xe npensioxXeHneM v yxoamseLlero B rinybokom monyaHuun. beina



y>XXe HO4Yb, Kak AMBPOCUI, NIe)xa Ha MOKPOW 3emsie, yCabiwan nog coboto rayxme waru.
Bckope ApKun yd oCBETUN TEMHULY, U OH yBMOesn AMeHy, C 1aMrolo B OOHOW pyKe u
C amcopoto B opyron. - MoXKHO 51 BbITb CTONILKO HEOCTOPOXKHbLIM! - CKa3asia oHa emy,
n cnesbl 6anctanm B ee rnasax. - O, ecnm 6ol Tbl MeHa nocnywancsa! - Fope mHe! -
oTBeYan AMBpocun, - 41o 4 Teba nocnywancsa! Ecnm 6bl He Tol, JIeoHUSA He Bbina bbl
Tenepb B pykax MakcmMuaHa. Ho ygannce otctoga n He obonbLiam meHs bonee! - O,
KaK Tbl Masl0 MeHA 3HaewWwsb! - cka3zana AMeHa. - { N1 BMHOBaTa, YTO HeBeCTa TBOA TakK
ropfo oTBevasna kecapto? OH BCMbI/IbYMB U KOrAa BONAET B APOCTb, TO BelleHCTBY ero
HeT npenenos. Ho A yBepeHa, 4To OH bbl cMArymncs, ecnum 6 JleoHus oTkasana emy ¢
BbonblUed KPpOTOCThO. BipoyeMm, Hagexxna elwe He noTepsHa, N ecnu Tl Nocaenyeulb
MOEMY COBETY, TO MOXXELLb 3aBTPa XXe BbINTUN N3 TIOPbMbI U CMAaCTV TBOUX OPY3eNn. -
YT0 )X MHe genaTb? - crnpocus AMBPOCUIA. - Bbinen HEMHOro BMHa, - 0OTBeYana

AMeHa, - 1 A Tebe cenvac ckaxxy. AMBpocuin npnbnmsmn amgopy K rybam, n, no mepe
TOrO Kak OH BTArmean B cebs AywmncTyto Brary, CTpaHHOe 4yBCTBO pa3/inBasioCh Mo
ero xunam. Llenn nepectanun ero TAroTuTb; €MY Ka3asioCb, 4TO TEMHULA
HamMoJIHAETCA 30/1I0TUCTbIMK 0B6lakaMm N 4TO Nepen HUM MeNbKalT HUMMbI, CaTUpPHbI,
LeHTaBpbl N Hasgbl. Bce bnecTawme KapTUHbI A3bl4E€CKON MUGOSIONMN NOCTENEHHO
pa3BMBaJIMCb B ero BOOOpa>keHuu, n cepaLe ero TpeneTaso oT C/lafdoCTPacTHON
Herun. - 4 6bl Morna, - npoaosKana AMeHa, - Tebs oceoboanTb Tenepb Xe. Llenn TBom
pacnnanTb MHEe HETPYAHO, a MOA3eMHbIA X04, Ype3 KOTOpPbIN S BOLa, MMeeT
coobuieHne ¢ MOMM XUULLEM; HO 3TO Bbl 3HAYMI0 COBEPLLUNTL TOJIbKO MOJIOBUHY
hena, n ToBapulm TBOW OCTanocCh OBbl B TeMHMUe. YTobbl gencteoBaTb 6a1aropa3yMHo,
Tbl OOJ/IXKEH HEMNPEMEHHO, XOTH HAa HECKOJIbKO AHEN, NMPUTBOPUTLCSA, ByaTo
nepexogunb B Hawy Bepy. Korga ob 3ToM y3HaeT Kecapb, OH 3axo4eT Tebs
HarpaguTb W, MO CBOEMY OObIKHOBEHUIO, BENINT CNPOCUTL, YEero Tbl XXenaewb? Tbl
noTpebyelwb npoweHnsa Buktopa v JleoHnu, n Korga oHu byayT ocBob6oXaeHbl, Bbl
ybexxnte us Ntanmm n B oThaneHHon icnaHnm goxaetecb KOHYMHbI MakcnMmnaHa.
AMBpPOCMIO Ka3aJ10Cb, 4TO OTpeYbCHA OT CBOero bora, XxoTs TOJIbKO 451 BUAY,
CMepTesibHbIN FpeX; K TOMY XX OH He Obls1 yBepeH, 4To MakcnMmuaH byaeT Tak
Be/IMKoAyLlIeH, KaK npegnonarasa AMeHa; HO OH NoZyMasl 0 MyYeHUsX, OXuaarowmnx
ero apysen, n pewmnnicsa NnpuHATb Ha cebsa OTBETCTBEHHOCTb MOCTYMKa, He
onobpsaemMoro ero coBecThbHo.

KoHel 03HaKoOMUTEesIbHOro pparmMeHTa.



Kynute: https://tellnovel.com/ru/aleksey-tolstoy/amena
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