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Korpa Mepu JIeHHOKC Npuciann XnTb K gage, B MnccenbTyanT-MaHop, BCe roBopun,
YTO OHa CaMbl HENPUATHbIN pebeHOK, KOTOPOro nM Koraa-nmbo nNpmxonnnochb
BUAeTb. OTo bblna npasaa. Y Hee 6b110 ManieHbKOe Xyaoe SINL0, MaJlIeHbKoe Xy Loe
Teno, XnkKue ceeTJible BOJIOChl N KNCJI0€ BblpakeHune nuua. Bonocel y Hee 6b1n
benokypble, a INLO XKEeNToe, MOTOMY YTO OHa poawsack B UHAWKM 1 BEYHO XBOpasa TO
TeM, TO OpYyrumMm.

OTeL ee cocTosN Ha cnyxbe y aHrIMACKOro NpaBuTeNbLCTBa, BCceraa b o4eHb 3aHAT
N TOXKe 4YacTo XBopaJi, a MaTb ee bbisia Kpacasuua, koTopas Nobuna ToNbKo bbiBaTh B
roCTHAX U BECEJINTbCA B KPYry Becenbix Niogen. En Bosce He Hy)XKeH bbin pebeHok, 1,
Korga pogmnacbe Mepu, oHa nopy4duna yxogn 3a Hel TY3eMHOWN CJly>XaHKe, Uin ans,
KOTOPOW fasin NMOHATb, YTO €CJIN OHa XKeJslaeT yroanTb MeM-canb[l - Tak 30ByT B
NHanm 6enbix XXeHLWKWH.], To pebeHOK He A0JIXKEeH NonaaaTbhCs en Ha rasa.

Mepun He noMHMAa, 4Tobbl Koraa-nmbo Buaena 6aM3K0 4TO-HMBYOb, KPOME CMYTJ/I0ro
nnua CBOEW and NNn APYrux Ty3eMHbIX CNAYr; @ TaK Kak BCE OHM BCerga NOBUHOBAJINCH
€N 1 NO3BONSANN en AenaTb BCe Mo-CBOEMY, MOTOMY 4TO MeM-Canb morna 6.l
paccepanTbCa, ecnm 6ol ee obecnokonn Kpuk pebeHka, To WecTu fieT oT poay Mepu
Oblna Benn4anwen sroncTKom n TUPaHKOMN.

Monogasi ryBepHaHTKa-aHr In4aHKa, KOTOPYto B3s/K, 4TobObl Hay4YnTb Mepu YnTaThb U
nucaTb, Tak HeB3OOUIa ee, YTO Yepes TpM MecsiLa 0TKa3laslacb OT MeCTa, a Koraa
SABNANINCb APYrue ryBepHaHTKN, TO OHM YXO4AUAN Yyepes elle bonee KoOpoTKoe Bpems,
yeMm nepsas. Ml ecnm 66l Mepu caMon He 3aX0TeNoChb BblyYNUTbCS YATATb U NUCATb, TO
OHa HMKOorga He nMena bbl BO3MOXHOCTU HAay4YnUTbCS daxke a3byke.

B 04HO CTpaLLHO XapKoe yTpo - el Toraa 6u1s10 y>Ke 0Ko10 AeBATU NIET - OHA
NMPOCHYyNacb 0cobeHHO 3/1a8 1 pa3o3annack eule bonblie, Koraga yesunaena, 4to
CNy>KaHKa, CTosiBLLUAs BO3Jie ee noctenu, bbina He ee ana.



- 3a4eM Tbl NpuLIa? - CKasasa OHa Yy)XON XeHLMnHe. - A He No3BoJ1t0 Tebe ocTaTbCA
TyT. Mpnwnm mHe Moto ana!

Y XKeHLWMHbI BblN1 NCNYraHHbIA BUA, U OHa NpobopmMoTana, 4To ald He MOXKET NMPUnNTHK,
a korga Mepu npuiina B TaKoe HEUCTOBCTBO, 4TO CTasla bUTb M TONKaTb €e, TO OHa
TOJIbKO Ucnyranach euwe 6onbLie 1 NoOBTOpPKUAA, YHTO ald HEBO3MOXXHO MPUATU K MUCCK
cano.

B 3TO yTpo B CaMOM BO3ayxXe TOYHO HOCUJIOCb YTO-TO TaUHCTBEHHOe. Hu4yero He
nenann obbl4HbIM NOPAAKOM, N HEKOTOPLIX U3 TYy3eMHbIX CNyr BOBCe He Obla10 BUAHO, a
Te, KOTopbiXx Mepu Bunaena, ABUraancb TOPONJNBO UM YKpaakon, ¢ 6neaHo-cepbiMin
NCNyraHHbIMK NMUamMun. Ho el HUKTO HUYEero He roBOpPWJI, 1 ee a3 BCe He ABISNaCh.

YTpo npoxoannio; CKOpo OHa oCTaJslaCb COBCEM OLHa N HaKOHeU, Bbil/la B cafd U cTana
nrpaTtb TOXXe OOHa noa nepesoM, OKOJI0 BEpPaHObI. OHa pgenana Bupa, 4TO yCTpanBaeT
LUBETOYHYIO KJ'IyM6y, N BTbiKana 6onbLune APKO-aJible UBeTbl B MaJIEHbKNE KY4YKUN
3emMnu, Bce bonblie n 6onblie pa3apa>Kadacb U 6opMoqa cebe nof HOC BCe TO, 4YTO
co6|/|panaCb CKa3aTb Cangun, Bce 1€ 6paHHbIe CnoBa, KOTOPbIMA co6|/|panaCb o6o3BaThb
€e, KOlr'ja OHa BEPHETCA.

- CBUHbA! CBUHbLSA! CBMHOE OoTpoabe! - roBopmia OHa, NOTOMY YTO Ha3BaTb Ty3eMua
CBUHbEN - 3TO CaMoe Xxygllee ockopbneHwue.

OHa cKkpexxeTana 3ybamun, NoBTOPAA 3TY (hpa3y, Koraa ycabilana, YTo Ha BepaHay
BbILLIJIa €e MaTb eLle C KeM-To. 3To bkl 6enoKypbii MONOO0N YesioBeK, 1 06a OHM
CTOSIIN N TOBOPWUIN KAKUMU-TO CTPAHHBLIMU TUXUMU FOJIOCAMM.

Mepwu 3Hana 6enoKyporo MosI040ro YesioBeka, KOTopbIn Bbis1 MOXOXK Ha Majib4yMKa; OHa
C/ibllWana, 4To OH OblN1 04eHb MOI0A0N OMLLEP, KOTOPLIA HEAAaBHO npuexan us
AHrnnw.

[eBo4Ka rnagena Ha HUX obounx, Ho bonee NMPUCTaJibHO rngaaesia Ha CBOKO MaTb.

OHa Bcerpa 3710 genana, Korga ToJIbKO NMpencTaBsfca caiydyal BUAETb ee, NOTOMY
4TO MeM-canb - Mepu 4acTo 3Basia ee UMeHHO TakK, a He nHa4ye - bblsla Takas BbICOKas,
CTpPOMHas, KpacmBas AaMa U HOCUJ1A Takme npesieCTHble Hapsabl. Y Hee 6b1v BOOCHI
KaK BOJIHUCTbIN LWeJsIK, KpaCUBbIA MaJleHbKNUI HOC, NMPe3puTesIbHO B34EPHYThIN, U
bonblne cMeowmecs rnasa. Ogexaa ee scerpga Oblia sierkaa v passeBaroLasncs u,



KaK Bblpa>kaslacb Mepu, «NoJIHa KPY>KEB».

B 3TO yTpo Ha Hel 6b1n10 6onblue KPY>XKEB, YEM BCEraa, HO rjla3a ee He CMessINCb; OHN
6611 Takmne 60NbLUNE N UCMYTaHHbIE N YMONAIOLLE FNaAenn B INLO MOI0A0ro
6enokyporo oguuepa.

- Hey>xxenu peno Tak rnsioxo? Heyxxenn? - ycnoilwana Mepu ee sBonpoc.

- ¥>KacHo! - gpo)xawmm rosiocoM OTBETUJT MOJIOLON YesIoBEK. - Y)KaCHO, MUCCUC
JleHHOKC! Bbl fo/mkHbI Bb171N yexaTb B ropbl ABe Hegenn ToOMy Hasaj,.

Mem-canb cTasna noMaTb PyKW.

- O, 5 3Hato, 4TO A0JIXKHa bblna caenaTb 3TO! - BOCK/IMKHY 1A OHa. - 9 ocTasach
TOJIbKO A1 TOro, YTobbl MONTK Ha 3TOT rynbi 3BaHbIN 06en! Kak s 6bina rayna!

B 3Ty MUMHYTY 13 NOMeELLEHNS CNYyr pa3aasicsd TakoW rPOMKUIM BOMJIb, YTO OHa
yXBaTWMacCb 3a PyKy M0OJI0OOro 4yesioBeka, a Mepun 3agporxasa C rosioBbl Ao Hor. Bonab
CTaHoOBMUJICA BCe bosiee ANUKUM.

- Y10 3T0? YTO 3TO? - NpoLwenTasa M-C JIeHHOKC.

- KTo-To yMep, - 0TBETUA MONoL0oN oduLiep. - Bbl He roBopuan, 4To 6onesHb
nosiBUAach cpeamn Balunx cayr!

- 91 He 3Hana, - BOCKJIMKHYla MeM-canb. - O, nongemMTe CO MHOW, NongeMTe Cco MHOoW!

N oHa obepHynacb n ybexxana B AOM.

Mocne 3Toro HaCTYMWU/0 HEYTO yXKacatollee, U Mepu CTasno ACHO, MOYEMY 3TO YTPO
6b1210 TaKoe TaUHCTBEHHOeE.



NosiBMNacCh xosepa B caMoWn TSXKesion hopme, N NIOAN YMUPANK Kak Myxu. Ains
3abosiena HOYbIO, N CIIYrX BOMUAN B CBOUX XMXXMHAX, MOTOMY YTO OHa TOJIbKO 4TO
yMepa. Ho4ybtlo ymepnu ewe Tpoe Cnyr, a ocTasbHble B y>Kace bexxanu. Bcioay
Lapwuia rnaHuka, u Bo Bcex byHrano 6bim ymmpatouime.

Ha cnenywowmn neHb BO BpeMsl TPEBOrvM U cMATeHUsA Mepu cnpaTanacbk B 4€TCKOW, U
BCe 3abblin 0 HeW. HUKTO He AyMan O Her, HUKOMY OHa He Bblnla Hy>XHa, N BOKPYr
NPONCX0ANJI0 HEYTO CTPaHHOE, 0 YeM OHa He uMesia MoOHATUS.

Yacel npoxoannun, n Mepmn nonepeMeHHoO TO crnaJsia, To rnsakasa. OHa 3Hasa TOJbKO,
4TO NI0ON XBOPANN, N Chblllasia TaUHCTBEHHbIE N MyrasBLlUne ee 3BYKWU.

Pa3 OHa npokpasiacb B CTOJIOBYIO, KOTOPas OKa3asiaCb NyCTOW, XOTH Ha CTONE CTOoAN
HeOOKOHYEeHHbIN 0ben; CTyIbS U Tapesiku UMenun Takon BuAa, Kak byaTo nx nocrnewHo
OTOOBWHYN B CTOPOHY, KOrAa ftogn rno Kakomn-To npuynHe BHe3anHoO NogHAINCh U3-
3a cTona.

Mepu noena HpyKTOB U CyXapen un, 4yBCTBYS CUJIbHYIO XKa)kay, BbiMuia CTOSBLUMIA Ha
CcTosie CTakaH BMHa. OHo 6bIf10 Clafgkoe, HO AeBOYKa He NoZ03peBasia, YHTO OHO BbIIo
0YeHb Kpenko. Ee ckopo Havyano KJOHUTb KO CHY, U OHa nolsia obpaTHO B AETCKYHO U
OMATb 3anepsiacb TaM, UCMYTraHHAA KPUKaMu, KOTOPbIE HECIUCh U3 XVXKUH, N 3ByKaMu
TOPOMIMBbLIX LWAros. BUHO HarHaa0 Ha Hee TakoW COH, 4YTO ra3a ee 3aKpPbIINCh
NMOMUMO ee BOJIN; OHa Jieraa Ha NocTeslb U TOYHO NoTepsisia CO3HaHue.

O4eHb MHOroe NPomn30LWJIO 3a Te A0JIFMe Yacbl, YTO OHa CnaJsia TakuM TAXKesNbIM CHOM,
n ee He pa36yn|/|n|/| HW BOMJin, HX WWYyM B 6yHFaJ'IO, rge 4To-1o BHOCWMJIN N BbIHOCUIIN.

Korga oHa nNpocHyfacb, OHa NpoAoJiKasa siexxaTb HENOABUXXHO, NPUCTaNIbHO Mraas
Ha CcTeHy. B gome 6blna nonHenwas TUWNHA; OHa He NOMHKMAA, 4Tobbl Korga-nmbo
npexae B HeM Lapwuio Takoe 6e3monBue. OHa He C/ibllaia HU F0JI0COB, HU LWWAaroB v
AyMaia 0 TOM, BCE /1M Y)Ke BbI3A0POBESIN OT X0nepbl 1 npowwna an 6ena.

Ilymana oHa 1 0 TOM, KTO Tenepb byAeT yxa)knuBaTb 3a HElO, BeAb €e aind ymepna!
BeposiTHO, 6yaeT HoBas ail3, U OHa, 6bITb MOXET, ByeT pacCckasbiBaTb HOBbIE CKA3KW;
CTapble CKa3Ku y)ke A0CTaTo4YHO Hajoenm Mepu.



OHa He nMnakana 0 TOM, 4YTO ymMepJa ee HAHbKa. OHa He 6bina Nnobsawmm pebeHkoM n
HUKOraa HU K KoMy He 6bin1a ocobeHHO NpuBs3aHa.

LLlym, 6eroTHS, BOMJAN MO YMEPLUMM OT XOJIepbl - BCE 3TO UCMyrasio ee, U, KpoMe Toro,
oHa 6bly1a 04eHb cepanTa, NOTOMY YTO HUKTO HE BCMOMHW, YTO OHa Obisia XXuBa. Bece
Tak obe3yMenn oT y>Kaca, HTO HUKTO He AyMan O AeBOYKe, KOTOPYIO HUKTO He ntobun.

Korna ntoawv 3aboneBann X0epoi, OHM, Ka3asloCb, He MOrJIN IyMaTb HU O KOM, KpoMe
ceba camux. Ho ecnm Bce oMnsThb BbI3JOPOBENN, TO, KOHEYHO, KTO-HMOY b A0JXKEH Obl
BCMOMHUTbL O HE U OTbICKaTb ee.

Ho HMKTO He npuxoann, N OHa BCe Jie)xasia U Khana, 1 B AoMe, Ka3anocChb,
CTaHOBWJIOCb BCe Tuwe un Tuwe. OHa yCJblLllaJla KakKown-To LopoX Ha LUMHOBKE, N KOIrAda
B3rJidHyJla Ha noJi, To yBuagesia MaJieHbKYHO 3MeI7IKy, CKOJIb3NBLUYH MO Moy n
rnagesLwlyto Ha Hee NoXo>XXMMn Ha AparoueHHble KaMHW ri1iasaMun.

Mepu He ncnyranacb: 3To 6bi10 6e3BpeaHOe MasieHbKOEe CYLLIECTBO, KOTOPOE HUYEro
He MOrJo el caenaTh. 3MelkKa, Ka3anocCb, Toponuaachk BbIbBpaTbCa U3 KOMHAThI, U
Mepu Buaena, Kak OHa CKOJIb3HYJa Noj ABEpb.

- Kak cTpaHHO 1 Tuxo! - ckaszana Mepu. - Kak 6yaTo B IOME HUKOIO HET, KPpOMe MeHS
0a 3MenKku.

MoyTn B Ty )Ke MUHYTY OHa YyCJ/ibiXasia Waru B cagy, a NoOTOM Ha BepaHae. 9To 6biin
MY>XCKWNE Larn: My>X4mHbl BOLLIN B OM N O YEM-TO TUXO 3aroBopun. HUKTO He
BbiLLENl UM HABCTpeYy, HUKTO He 3aroBOpPU C HUMU; OHU, Ka3anoCb, OTKPbIBAJN OBEPU
N 3arnanbiBajin B KOMHaTHI.

- Kakoe onycTtowleHune! - cka3an oauH ronoc. - 1 aTa KpacuBas )XeHLUMnHa... fa u
pebeHoK, g aymato, Toxxe! A cabiwan, 41o 6611 pebeHoK, XOTSA ero HUKTO HUKOrga He
Buaen.

Korga oHW HECKOJIbKO MUHYT CAYCTS OTKPbIAM ABepb, Mepun cTosila nocpean OeTCKoW,
HekpacmBas 1 351as, Haxmypus 6poBu, NOToMy 4TO BblNla ronogHa 1 YyBCcTBOBasla cebs
KaK-TO No30pHO 3abpolueHHOo.



MNepBbi YesioBEK, BOWeEALWNN B KOMHATY, Obls1 BbICOKNI odunLep, kKoToporo Mepu
oOHaXAbl BUAena y ceoero otua. Y Hero 6bin ycTanbim n 03abo4eHHbIN BUA, HO KOraa
OH yBMAen ee, oH Bbl Tak NOpPa)KeH, 4TO YyTb HEe OTCKOYM Ha3an.

- bapHen! - KpukHyn oH. - 3aecb pebeHok! PebeHok, oanH! B TakoMm mecTe! boxe
MOW, @ KTO OHa Takasa?

- 91 Mepun JIeHHOKC, - HOMOPHO CKa3asla AeB04YKa, BbINPAMNAACL BO BECb POCT. Henosek
3TOT MOKa3ascsa el o4eHb rpybbiM, MOTOMY 4YTO Ha3Bas AOM ee 0TLUa «TaKnUM

MeCcTOoM». - {1 yCHyNna, Korga Bce 6b1n 60bHbI X0N1€PON, N TOJIBKO YTO MPOCHYNACh.
OT4Yero HUKTO He NpUXoanT?

- 2TO TOT pebeHOK, KOTOPOro HUKTO HUKOrga He Bugen! - BOCKINKHYN ocduuep,
obpalladch K cBoOeMy CNyTHUKY. - O Hen Ha caMoM gene Bce 3abbiin!

- Moyemy 060 MHe 3abbiNnN? - ckasana Mepwu, Tonasg Horon. - No4yemMy HUKTO He
npmuxoounT?

Monoaown 4enoBek, KOTOpPOro 3Basjin EapHe|7|, rPYyCTHO MOCMOTpen Ha Hee. Mepun gaxe
NMOKa3aJ10Cb, 4TO OH MUTHYJ1, TOYHO CMaxXnBas CJsiesy.

- begHasa KpowkKa! - ckasas oH. - Hekomy I'IpI/II7ITI/IZ HNKOIMo He OCTaJ10Chb.

TakUM CTPaHHbLIM U HEOXKUOAHHBLIM 06pa3oM Mepu y3Hana, YTO Y Hee He 0CTasloCh HU
OTLa, HA MaTepun, YTO OHU YMep N U BblIN YBE3eHbl HOYbIO U YTO Te Ty3eMHble CIyru,
KOTOpPbI€ OCTaNNCh B XKUBbIX, MOCMAELIHO NOKUHYIN AOM U HUKTO U3 HUX Oa)Ke He
BCMOMHMJ, YTO Y HMX Bblna Muccy camb. Mo3TomMy-To B AoMe 6biSI0 Tak TUXO; B HEM
NeNCTBUTENIbHO HUKOro 6onblie He OblJ10, KpoMe caMoit Mepn a MasIeHbKOW 3MenKu.

MnaBa ll



Mepm nobuna nsganu rnageTb Ha CBOK MaTb U CYUTaNla €e 04eHb KpaCI/IBOVI; HO TakK
KaK OHa 04YeHb MaJio 3Hajla ee, TO eABa /I MOXXHO OblJ1I0 0XKNAaTb, YTO OHa 6yn,eT
TOCKOBaTb MO HEW, KOrga ee He CTaHeT.

OHa HMYYTb HEe TOCKOBasia Mo HeW, U Tak Kak Bcerga bbina yrnybneHa B camoe cebs,
TO €e NOMbIC/Ibl N Tenepb, Kak 0ObIKHOBEHHO, Dbl cocpenoTo4YeHbl Ha cebe camon.
Byab OHa cTaplue, oHa 6bl, BEPOSATHO, O4eHb Becnokoniacb NpPU MbICK, YTO OCTasllaCb
COBCEM OflHa Ha CBeTe, HO OHa eule bblnla o4eHb Mana, U 0 Hel Bcerga 3aboTnnucs, To
OHa npeanonarana, 4To 3To Bcerga dbypeT Tak.

yMana oHa TOJIbKO O TOM, nMonageT N K XOpowuMm Nasam, KoTopble 6y,u,yT C Hen
O6paLLI,aTbCF| BEXJ/INBO N BO BCEM YCTYIMATb ey, Kak 3TO fenasia ee ana un apyrmne
Ty3eMHble CJl1yXXaHKN.

Mepwu 3Hana, 4TO HEe OCTAHETCHA HaBceraa B JOMe aHIMJINNCKOro CBSALLEHHNKA, Kyaa ee
B35/11 B NepBoe BpeMs. EM He XoTesloCb 0CTaBaTbCs TaM. AHIJIMNCKNIN CBSALWEHHUK
Obin 6eneH, ny Hero 6bI10 NATEepPO AeTen, YyTb JIN HE OQHONETOK, KOTOPbIE XOAUN B
NIOXMOTbSX, BCEraa CCOpUnNChb 1 TacKasanm UrpyLwkKn apyr y apyra. Mepu HeHasmngena
NX HEONPATHbLIN AOM N Tak AypHO obpallanacb C HAMKU, YTO 4Yepes ABa AHA HUKTO He
X0Ten nrpaTtb C HElo.

- Tebsi oTOWNIOT AOMOW Yepe3 Helento, - ckasan en oaHaXkabl basnnb, Manbymk
nacTopa, C AepP3KMMU ronybbiMuM rnasamMm 1 B3A€pPHYTbIM HOCOM, KOTOporo Mepwu
HeHaBuaena. - Mbl BCe 04eHb pafbl 3TOMY.

- U a9 ToxXe paga, - otBeTuNa Mepun. - A rage 3To Takoe «40MON»?

- OHa He 3HaeT, rae 3To? - Npe3puTenbHO CKasaa cemnneTHunm basunb. - 370,
KOHe4YHo, AHrnng. Hawa babywka X1nBeT Tam, 1 B NPOLWJIOM roay Tyaa nocnanm
cecTpy Mabenb. A Tbl Noegewsb He K babylwke; y Teba ee HeT. Tbl Noeaelwb K CBOEMY
aspne; ero 30ByT muctep Apdnbanba KpaseH.

-l HNKOrga NPo Hero He cibiXana, - orpbi3HysacbL Mepu.

- ¢ 3Halo, YTO He c/biXana, - oTBeTUN ba3nnb, - Tbl HUYErO He 3Haelb. [JeBOYKU
0ObIKHOBEHHO HMYEro He 3HatOT. 9 CAblla, Kak nana 1 Mmama roBopuam npo Hero. OH
>XNBET B rPOMaaHOM 3abpoLleHHOM CTapoM AOME B AiePEBHE, 1 HUKTO K HEMY He
xoanT. OH TaKoW cepauTbI, YTO HUKOro K cebe He nyckaeT, a ecnn 6bl U NyCTUA, TO



HUKTO 6bl He Npuwen. OH ropbyH N CTPaLLHbIN-CTPALUHbIN.

- 9 Tebe He Bepto, - CKa3asia Mepun, OTBEPHYBLLUMUCb OT HEro K 3aTbiKas YW NanbLUamMu,
MOTOMY 4TO He xoTesla 6onblie cnyLllaThb.

Ho oHa Bce-Taku o4eHb MHOro gymana o6 3Tom; a Korga mmccuc Kpoydopa B TOT Xe
Beyep Ccka3aJlla ei, YTO Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO IHEN OHa noefeT B AHIIMIO K CBOeMy Asfe,
MUCTepy KpaseHy, KOTOPbIN XK B MuccenbTyanT-MaHope, y Hee bbls1 Takon yrnpsimMo-
PaBHOAYLUHbIA, TOYHO OKaMeHe bl BUA, YTO OHU He 3Ha/Kn, 4TO 0 Hell noayMaTb. OHK
NbiTaJIMCb NpUiackaTb €e, HO OHa OTBEpPHYyach, Korga Muccuc Kpoydopn xotena
nouesioBaTb €e, N YOMOPHO BbINPSAMUIACk, Korga Mmuctep Kpoydopa notpenan ee no
nnevy.

- OHa Takoun HekpacuBbIn pebeHoK, - CKa3aJsa nocsie 3Toro Mmccnc Kpoygopa ToOHOM
coxaneHus. - A maTb ee bblna Tak Kpacua! I MaHepbl y Hee BbiNn Takne Musble, a
Mepu caMbin HENPUATHbIN pebeHOoK, KOToporo s Korga-anmbo snaena.

- bbITb MOXeT, ecnin 6bl ee MaTb NoYaule NosBsANaCh B 4E€TCKON, CO CBOUM KPacUBbIM
JINLOM N MUSIBIMW MaHepaMn, Mepu Toxxe Morsa bbl NepeHATb 3TN MaHepbl. [PYyCTHO
BCMNOMHUTb Tenepb, Korga begHaa Kpacasuua y>ke ymepsia, 4To 04eHb MHOrMe BOBCe
He 3Hann, 4To y Hee bbiN pebeHOoK!

- OHa, Ka)XeTcs, HUKorga He B3rJIsiHysla Ha Hee, - B3A0xXHYya Muccuc Kpoydopa. -
Korpoa ee a3 ymepna, HUKTO U HE BCMOMHWU O KpoLlKe. [MoayMal To/IbKO: BCE CNYrin
pa3bexanncb N 0OCTaBWUIN ee 0AHY B NycToM gome. [MonkoBHUK Mak-I'pto roBopu
MHe, 4TOo OblJ1 MopaXkeH, Korga oTBOPW ABEPb N YBUAEN €€ COBEPLUEHHO 0OHY
nocpenn KOMHaThl.

Bo Bpema ponroro nepeesna B AHramio Mepun Haxogmnacb nog NpUCMOTPOM »XKEHbI
o4HOro ouuepa, KOTopas Be3sa Tyda CBOMX AeTen, 4Tobbl MOMECTUTb UX B MAHCUOH.
OHa 6blnia o4eHb 3aHATa coObCTBEHHBIMU AeTbMU 1 Oblfla 0O4eHb pada, Koraa caana
Mepun xeHuwmnHe, KoTopyto Mnuctep KpaseH Bbicnan B JIOHOOH BCTPETUTL ee.

XeHwmHa 3Ta H6blna SKOHOMKOM B MuccenbTyanT-MaHope, 1 3Bain ee MUCCUC
Mensnok. OHa 6bln1a 04eHb NOJIHasA, C PYMSAHbIMU LLLEEKAMU N 30PKUMU YEPHbIMU
rnasamu.



OHa o4YeHb He NoHpaBunack Mepu; HO Tak Kak Mepu o4eHb peako KTo-1mMbo HpaBUCS,
TO B 3TOM He 6blJ10 HNYEro yaAnBMTEeNbHOro; KpoMe Toro, 661710 04€BUAHO, 4TO MUCCUC
Mennok Toxe 6bl1a HEBLICOKOIO MHEHUS O OEBOYKE.

- JKasd oHa HeKpacuBas! - cka3ana oHa. - A Mbl Be4b C/iblllaan, 4TO ee MaTb Bbina
KpacaBuLUa. OHa, KakK BUAHO, KpacoTbI-TO el B HacNeacTBO He OCTaBusa, He Tak 1n?

- OHa, 6bITb MOXXET, MepeMeHNTCs, Korga nogpacTteT, - 406poAyLLIHO CKa3asla XeHa
odumuepa. - Ecnm 6bl oHa He Bblsla Takasa XKenTas U Bblpa>keHune nnua ee 66110 bbl
rnosiackosen. A 4epThbl InLa y Hee xopowune. leTn Begb Tak MeHAITCA!

- Enm npnpeTtca nameHnTbLCAa BO MHOMOM, - OTBeTu/a Muccmc Meanok. - A B
MunccenbTyanTe HET HUYEro Takoro, 4To Morso 6bl U3MeHUTb pebeHKa K ny4ywemy,
ec/n Bbl cnpocuTe MmeHs!

O6e oHM gymanun, 4To Mepun He cnywaeT, MOTOMY YTO OHa CTOsJ1a HECKOJIbKO NOoAallb,
Yy OKHa oTens, rge oHn octaHoBMAMUCL. OHa CMOTpesia Ha NPOXOXXNX, Ha NMpoe3>kasLwune
OMHUNBYCbI N K36bI, HO C/bilLasia BECb Pa3roBop; B HEN NPOCHY0ChL Nt06ONbLITCTBO NO
OTHOLLEHWMIO K As4e N ero Xxuanwy. Y1o 370 6bis1 3@ 4OM 1 Ha 4TO OH Obls1 MOX0XK? YTO
Takoe ropbyH? OHa HUKorga He Buaana ropbyHa; 6bITb MoOXeT, nx B IHAMK BOBCE He
Obln0.

C Tex Mop, Kak OHa CTaJla XXUTb B Yy)KNX AOMax U y Hee He Obl1I0 a3, OHa CTasa
4yBCTBOBaTb cebs OANHOKONM, 1 B FOJIOBY €l MPUXOANN CTPaHHbIE, COBEPLLUEHHO
HOBblE OJ19 HEE MbIC/IN.

OHa gymasia 0 TOM, No4YeMy 3TO OHa Bceraa bbila «HUYbS», fa)ke Koraa oTewl, U MaTb
ee 6blnn XuBbl. lpyrne oetm «npuHaasexxaam» CBOUM OTLAM N MaTePSIM, OHa Xe,
Ka3anocCb, bbisia BceM Yyxasd. Y Hee bbinm cnyru, 6bin1a nuwa n ogexaa, Ho HUKOMY He
6bin0 oo Hee gena. OHa He 3Hana, 4To NPUYNHON 3TOro 6bIsI0 TO, 4TO OHa Bblsla O4YeHb
HenpuaTHbIN pebeHoK; camo cobo pasyMmeeTcs, OHa He 3Hasla, Kakas OHa
HenpuaTHada. OHa 4YacTo HaxoAwuna, 4To apyrme aan o4eHb HEeNpPUATHbI, HO He
rnoJo3peBasa, YTO OHa CaMa TaKoBa.

OHa c4uTana Mmmuccmc Megnok camom HeNnpuUATHoOM ocobon, KoTopyto Korga-nmbo
Buaena, c ee rpybbiMm pyMsaHbIM 1MLOM 1 6e3BKYCHOM BblYYPHOW WAAMon. Ha
cnenyowmin feHb, KOraa oHn yesxasnau B Mopklimp, Mepu wna rno naatgopme K
BaroHy C BbICOKO NMOAHATOW rojloBOW, CTapasCh Aep>XaTbCA KakK MOXKHO faJsiblle oT



Hee, Kak byaTo coBCceM He «npuHagnexana» en. OHa bbl 04eHb paccepaunniach, ecnu
Obl 3HaNa, 4TO NIOAN MOTYT MPUHATL €e 3a A04b MUccmc Megnok.

Ho mnccuc Meanok o4eHb Mano obpaliana BHUMaHMA Ha camoe Mepu 1 Ha TO, 4TO
OHa gymana. En BoBce He xoTenocb exaTb B JIOHAOH, Kak pa3 Korga 6bina ceagbba ee
NAeMSAHHMLUbI, HO Y Hee 6b110 yaobHoe, BbIrOAHOE MEeCTO 3KOHOMKM B MnuccenbTyanT-
M>3Hope, 1 yaep>xaTb 3TO MecTo 3a cobon oHa Morja TOJIbKO Aenas To, 4TO MUCTep
KpaBeH npuka3biBasa. OHa He cMesla Aa)ke 3a4aBaTb BOMNPOCOB.

- KanunTtaH JIEHHOKC 1 ero »XeHa yMepsin OT XoJ1epbl, - CKasas ern Muctep KpaseH
CBOWM XOJI0AHbIM JTAKOHNYECKUM TOHOM. - KanuTaH JIeHHOKC 6bi21 6paTOM MOEen »XeHhl,
N 51 ONeKyH ero go4vepun. [1eBo4ky npmee3yT cioda. Bbl 4o/KHBLI noexaTb B JIOHOOH U
caMu npusBesTu ee.

N oHa ynoxxunna ceson HebonbLLIOW YemMoLaH U OTNpaBusiachk B NyThb.

Mepwu cugena B yrjy BaroHa, HekpacuBas, C KanpusHbIM Bblpa)keHnem nunua. En
He4yero 6b1J10 YNTaTb, HE Ha 4YTO BbII0 CMOTPETHL, U OHA CnAena CNOXKUB Ha KOJTIEHAX
CBOM MafiIeHbKNE PYKUN B YepHbIX NepyaTKax. bnarogapsa ee 4epHOMy nMaaTbio OHa
Ka3asacb elle XXentee, 4eM BCerga, u ee pefikme CBeT/ble BOJIOChl TopYaan U3-nog
YEepPHOW KPEeNoBON LUAAMNKN.

«Hukorga B »X1N3HM He BuAbIBasa pebeHka C TaKUM KanpusHbIM BUAOM», - NoAyMana
Muccmc Mepnok. OHa HUKoroa He Buaena pebeHka, KOTopbld 6bl cuaen Tak
HenoABMXXHO, HNYero He genas. HakoHel el Hafoeno CMOTPETb Ha Mepu, 1 oHa
3arosopuia 6bICTPO 1 pesKo.

- Mo-moemy, Hapo Tebe pacckasaTb KOE-4TO O TOM, KyAa Thl efellb, - CKa3asia OHa. -
3Haelwb Tbl 4HTO-HMBYAb O CBOEM OAae?

- HeT, - cka3ana Mepw.

- Tbl HUKOr 4@ He CibiWwana, 4To TBOU poontTenn roeopumsn o HemM?

- HeT, - cka3ana Mepu, HaxMypusLKCb. OHa HaxXMypuaacb NOTOMY, YTO BCMIOMHWAA,
4YTO ee oTel N MaTb HUKOrla HE FOBOPWUJIN C HEl 0 YeM-HUbyOb onpeaeneHHOM U
HMKOr4a HX O YeM ell He pacCKas3blBasin.



- [M... I'M, - NpoBOpYasa MUccUc Measok, NPUCTasbHO M8 Ha CTPaHHoe
b6eccTpacTHoe NMYMKo. OHa HECKOJIbKO CEKYH[ MOJ14aNa, HO MOTOM CHOBa
3arosopuna:

- Hapo Tebe BCce-Taknm Koe-4To paCCKa3aTb, 4yT06blI TEGA NOArOTOBUTL. Thi €Aellb B
O4eHb CTpaHHOE MeCTO.

Mepu HNYEero He cKkasasna, 1 ee iBHOe paBHOAYLUME HECKOJIbKO 03a4a4M1I0 MUCCUC
Mepnnok, HO, NepefoxHyB, OHa NPOAO/IKUNA:

- He4yero cka3aTb, MOMeCTbe rpoMajHoOe, HO MpayHoe, U MucTep KpaBeH o4YeHb
ropauTCsa UM... No-cBoeMy. [1oM ObIJ1 BbICTPOEH LLIECTLCOT JIET TOMY Ha3aj, Ha Kpato
CTenu, U B HEM MOYTUN CTO KOMHAT, XOTS BONbLIMHCTBO U3 HUX 3aTBOPEHbLI 1 3aMNepThl.
A B HUX KapTUHbI U KpacuBasa CTapuHHasa mebenb 1 BCAKMe Apyrue BeLn... U Bce 3TO
CTOMT TaM LeJible BEKa; BOKPYr AOMa rpoMaiHbI MapkK, U cadbl, U NepeBbs, BETBU
KOTOpPbIX BOJIOYATCS Mo 3eMne. - OHa OCTaHOBMACh M ONAThL B3J0XHYNA. - A 6osblue
HMUYero, - HEOXXKNOAHHO 3aKOHYUJIa OHa.

Mepw HeBOJIbLHO Ha4dasla NpucaywmnBaTbCAa. Bce a3To Obls10 Tak He Nnoxo)xe Ha NHauto, a
BCe HOBOe BCerpa npuejiekaso ee. Ho oHa He HaMepeBaJsiaCb NMOoKa3biBaTb, YTO €e 3TO
NHTEpecyeT. 970 bblsla 0QHa U3 ee HeCYaCTHbIX, HEeNnpuUATHBLIX NMPUBbIYEK.

OHa cnpena Mmosya.

- Hy, 4To Tbl AyMaewb 060 BCEM 3TOM? - CKa3asa Muccmuc Menanoxk.

- Hnyero, - otBeTnNa oHa. - 1 HNYero He 3Halo NPo Takue MecTa.

DTO 3aCTaBuMNIO MUCCUC MeosloK pacCMesaATbCA KOPOTKNUM CMELLUKOM.

- Ja Tbl MOX0Xa Ha CTapyxy, - CKa3aNa oHa. - Pa3Be Tebs 370 He BecrnokouT?

- DTo BCe paBHO, 6€CMOKOUT NN HeT, - ckasasia Mepw.

- Hy, Tbl, noXxanyn, npasa, - cka3asia Mmuccuc Mennok, - 3To Bce paBHo. [Movyemy
NMeHHO Tebsa Hano aep>xaTb B MuccenbTyanT-MaHope, 1 He 3Hato, pa3Be TOJIbKO
noToMy, 4TOo 3TO yaobHee Bcero. OH He byneT Tob6OMN O4eHb 3aHMMaTbCA, 3TO-TO



BepHO, OH HMKOIr4a N HNKeM He 3aHNMaeTCA.

OHa BApYr oCTaHOBWACb, Kak By 4TO BOBPEMsi BCMOMHUB O YEM-TO.

- Y Hero cnuHa KpuBas, - ckasaJsia OHa. - 3T0o ero ncnopTusio. OH BbiN yrpoMbIi
4yenloBeK W He MOoJIb30BasiCst HU CBOUMU AieHbraMun, HU CBOEM MOMECTbEM, NMOKa He
XKEeHUNCS.

B3rnsaa Mepun oCTaHOBUJICA Ha HEN, HECMOTPS Ha BCe HaMepPeHUs He BblKa3blBaTb
nHTepeca. OHa HMKOrga He ayMasna, 4To ropbyH MOXXeT XXeHUTbCS, U Bblyla HECKOJIbKO
yanBneHa. Muccmnc Meanok 3ameTuna 3To, U Tak Kak OHa bbisia o4eHb BonTamea, To
npoaosikana ¢ 60nbWMM 0XKMBNEHMEM. Bo BcsakoM cnyyae, 3To 6bin cnocob yonTb
BpeMs.

- OHa b6blna Takasa Muias, Kpacmeas, U OH roToB Obls1 060MNTK BCIO 3eMIO, 4TOOLI
[OoCTaTb en gaxe bbIIMHKY, KOTOPYIO en XxoTenockb... Korga oHa ymepna...

Mepun HeBOJIbHO B34 pOrHyna.

- O, Tak OoHa ymMepna! - BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa NoYTU NpoTmMB BOJIN. OHa TOJIbKO 4TO
BCMOMHWIA, 4TO KOrga-To YnTana ppaHUy3CKYIO CKa3Ky, B KOTOPOW roBopuioCh O
benHoM ropbyHe n npekpacHom nNpuHUecce, N en BAPYr CTaso Xajlb MUCTepa
KpaBeHa.

- [la, oHa ymepna, - 0TBeTWU/1a Muccuc Meanok, - n C Tex Nop OH CTan ewe bonee
CTpaHHbIM. OH HUKeM He nHTepecyeTcs. OH He xo4eT BnaeTb atoaen. OH no 6onbLuen
4acTW B pa3be3fax, a Korga oH B MuccenbTyanTe, TO 3annpaeTcsa B 3anaHoOM
dbnvrene n He nyckaeT K cebe HMKOro, kpome Munyepa. MNMuyep yxe cTapuk, HO OH
XO4WN 3a HUM, Korga oH bbin ewwe pebeHKOM, 1 3HaeT BCe ero NpPuUBbIYKN.

Bce 3T0 ObIJ1I0 04EHb MOX0XKE Ha pacCKas3 N3 KHMXKK N He ocobeHHO oboapuno Mepwu.
IlOM C COTHEN KOMHaT, ABEPU KOTOPbIX 3anepTbl, 4OM Ha Kpato CTenn - 4TO Bbl 3TO HK
3HA4n10, BO BCEM 3TOM ObIJIO YTO-TO MpayHoe. Nl 4enoBeK C KPMBOW CMUHOW, KOTOPbIN



TOXe 3anupaeTcsa!

Mepu rnsgena B OKHO, Kpernko caB rybbl. EM Ka3anocb B Mopsake Bellen, 4To sapyr
XJIbIHYJIN KOCbl€ Ccepble MOTOKN A0XKAA, yAAPAS B OKOHHblIE CTEK1IA U CTEKAs Mo HUM...
Ecnn 6bl KpacmBas xeHa Mmuctepa KpaseHa bbina XXuBa, oHa Morsa 6bl 0OXXKUBUTb
MpaydHbIN OOM, KakK ee MaTb: OHa 6erana 6bl Tyfoa n ctoga, e3guna 6bl B roctu, Kak
OHa, B N/1aTbAX C Kpy>XeBamun. Ho ee yxe 6onbLue He 6blso.

- Tbl HE AyMan, 4TO yBNAULWb MUCTepa KpaseHa, - CKa3asla Muccuc Mennok, - oecsaTb
LUAaHCOB NPOTUB OAHOr0, 4TO He yBUAULWb. N He ayman, 4To KTO-HMbyab B AOoMe
CTaHeT ¢ Tobon BeCTn pa3rosopbl. Thl 4o/KHa byaelwb nrpatb U cama cebs 3aHMMaTh.
Tebe cKka)KyT, B KakKne KoOMHaTbl Tebe MOXKHO XO0OUTb U B Kakne Henb34... CafoB eCTb
OOBOJILHO, HO Korga Tbl 6ygewb B AOMe, HE WaTalca 1 He 3arngaabiBan noscogy.
Munctep KpaBeH 3Toro He nobut.

- 9 n He 3ax04y 3arnsabiBaTb MOBCIOAY, - KUCJI0 CKa3ana Mepu, 1 Tak XKe BHe3arHo,
KaK B HEW NOsIBUIACh »XKasioCTb K MUCTepy Kp3aBeHY, XanoCTb 3Ta UCYe3/1a; OHa
nogyMmasna, 4YTO TaKoW HEMNPUSATHbLINA YENOBEK 3aC/ly>KMBAET BCEro TOro, YTo C HUM
CNYy4Ynnoch.

OHa o6epHynach NLIOM K MOKPbIM OKHaM U CTaJsla CMOTPETb Ha Ccepble MOTOKN J0XAS,
KOTOPbIN, Ka3aJIoCb, HUKOr1a HE MO NepecTaThb; CMOTPEsIa OHa Tak [0Aro u
NMPUCTaNIbHO, YTO CEPbLIN LUBET CTaj CrywaTbCa Nnpes ee riasamMmum; U oHa CKoOpPo YCHYNa.

CnaBa lll

OHa cnana gonaro, n Korga oHa npocHysnacb, Mmccnc Megnok Kynuaa Ha OHOW
CTaHUUN KOP3UHKY C 3aKyCKOVI, N OHM Noenun XosoaHoro Msca, xaeba c macsiom un
HanmWUINCb ropa4dero 4at. JoxXOb CTan ewe cuiabHee, U Ha CTaHUMKN BCe XOAUNN B
MOKPbIX bnecTawmx HernpoMoKaeMbIX Niawax. KOHOAYKTOpP 3a)ker B BaroHe siamnebl, n
Muccmc Megnok o4eHb 0OXKMBUIACH 6nar0ﬂ,apﬂ Yalo U 3aKycke. Ena oHa 04eHb MHOro U
MoOTOM CaMa TOoXXe yCHyna; a Mepu cngena, cMoTpena, Kak wasana Mmmccuc Mennok
caBuranacb Habok, Noka onNaTb He YCHYJla B YrJjy BalroOHa, y6a+0KaHHa;| CTYKOM O0>X[OA



B OKHO.

Korpa oHa npocHyfack, 661710 y>Ke 00BOJIbHO TeMHO. [loe3n cTosN Yy CTaHUMK, U
Muccmuc Mepnnok BCTpsiXmMBana ee.

- W ycHyna e Tbl! - cka3asa oHa. - [lopa OTKpbITb rf1asa. 3To cTaHuusa TysnT, N HaMm
elle JoNro NnpuaeTcs exaTb Ha Jlowansx.

Mepwu BCTana, CTapasich Aep»XaTb Fa3a OTKPbITbIMU, NOKa Muccuc Mensok cobupana
CBOW CBEPTKW. [leBoYKa He Bbi3BaslaCb NOMOYb €1, MOTOMY 4TO B UHAUM Ty3eMHble
Ccnyru Bcerga nogbiMasm U HOCUJIN BCE U CYNTANOCh BMOJIHE eCTECTBEHHbLIM, YTOObI
OOHWN NOAN YCNY>XXNBANN APYTrUM.

CTaHuwns bblia ManeHbKas, U, KpoMe HUX, Ha Hell HUKTO He Bblles U3 BaroHa. Bosne
naaTgopMbl CTOSAN IKMNAX, n Mepun cpasy yBuaena, 4To 3kunax< bbia werosesaTblii;
Takom Xe LierosieBaTbll Naken nogcanunn ee. Korga oH 3ax/0nHyn ABeply, BCKOYU
Ha KO3J1bl PAAOM C KY4epoM, U OHU TPOHYNNCb, Mepun o4yTuNacb B YIOTHOM Yyriy
3KMNa)Ka ¢ MArkom obmMBKOM, HO cnaTb el y)x bosbLle He XOTeNoCh.

OHa cmpena n ¢ NbonbITCTBOM CMOTPEa B OKHO: €M 04eHb XOTesI0Chb YBUAETb YTO-
HMOYAb Ha JOpoOre, N0 KOTOPOW ee Be3/IM B 3TO CTPaHHOE MeCTOo, O KOTOPOM el
ropopusa mmuccuc Mepgnok. OHa He 6bl1a pobkon OT Npupoabl U Tenepb He 0Cob6eHHOo
nyrasacb... HO Masio Jin YTO MOXKET CJIY4UTbCH B AlOME C COTHEN KOMHAT, KOTopble
rMoYTM BCe 3anepThbl, B 4OMe, CTOSLWEM Ha Kpato CTenwu.

- YTo Takoe cTenb? - BHE3anHoO Crnpocuia oHa Muccuc Mennok.

- A Tbl BbIFISHN B OKHO MUHYT 4Yepe3 AecsTb, U Torga yBuaullb, - OTBETUNAA Ta. - Ham
elle NpuaeTcs npoexaTb NATb MUJb, NPEXAE YEM Mbl JOCTUTHEM AO0Ma. MHOro
Tenepb He YBUAWULLb, MOTOMY YTO HOYb TEMHAS, HO YTO-HUOYAb BCE-TAKN MOXXHO
pasrnsgeTb.

Mepu He 3agaBana 6onblle HAKaKUX BOMPOCOB, a CUAena 1 Xaaja B CBOEM TEMHOM
yrny, yCTpeMMB rfnasa Ha okHo. ®oHapu KapeTbl bpocanu ny4m ceeTa Ha HebosbLLOe
paccTosiHMe Bnepea... n neped Mepu Menbkanu BUAbI [oporn. Korga oHW Bblexanaun co
CTaHUMWN, OHWU Npoexann KPOXOTHYI0 fNepeBeHbKyY, U Mepu Buaena BbibesieHHble
KOTTeOXWN 1 hoHapn TaBEpPHHbI.



MNOTOM OHM NpoEexann MMMO LEPKBU N AOMa CBSLLEHHMKA, MPOexajin MMMO
OCBELLEHHOr0 OKHa NaBku, rae 6bin BbiCTaBEHbl 415 NPOOAXKN UTPYLLKKU, CNacTu n
eLe Koe-Kakme ToBapbl, U HAKOHEL, BbleXaln Ha Npoe3XXyto gopory, roe Mepu
BuOeNa TONbKO AepeBbs 1 n3ropoaun. Mocne 3Toro o4eHb A0JIF0O€ BPEMS HUYEro
apyroro He 6b1710 BUAHO.

HakoHeL, fiowaan nowam MeasieHHee, TOYHO MoAbiMasiCb B ropy, U CKOPO NUCHE3N
faXke fepeBbs U U3ropoaun. Mepu HAYEro He MorJa BUAEeTb, TaK Kak BOKPYr Oblsia
HenpoHuuaemas TbMa. OHa HaKJIOHWIACh BRepen 1 npmXxanacb JIMLIOM K OKHY, Kak
BOPYr KapeTy CUJIbHO TPSXHYO.

- BOT Tenepb Mbl B CTenu, - Ckasasia Mnccnc MepJok.

doHapu KapeTbl 6pocann XenTbl CBET Ha HEPOBHYIO A0POry, KOTOPas, Ka3asocCh,
npoJsierana Mexay KyCTOB U HU3KUX PacCTeHU, YXOAUBLLUUX KyAa-TO B HEoObATHOE
TeMHoe MPOCTPAHCTBO, OKPYXKaBLLee UX Co BCeX CTOPOH. MoabiMascsa BeTep, B AMKOM
BO€ KOTOPOro CJIbILLIASINCh CTPAHHbIE HU3KUNE LLIEeNeCcTSLLINE 3BYKU.

- 3T0... 3TO BeAb He Mope? - cka3asa Mepu, obepHyBLUINCL U FNSAS HA CBOIO
CAyTHULY.

- HeT, He Mope, - oTBeTUNA MUCCcUC Measok, - U 3TO HE NOJIA N He ropbl, a NPOCTO
uesble MUIN OUKOWN 3eMJIN, Ha KOTOPOW HMYEero He pacTeT, KpoMe Bepecka, ApoKa n
TEPHOBHUKA, U rae BOAATCHA TOJIbKO AMKME MOHWU Aa OBLbI.

- A MHe KaXkeTcs, 4To 3To 6b1s10 6bl MOX0XKe Ha Mope, ecnun 6 3aeck 6binla BoAa, -
Cka3ana Mepu. - BoT Tenepb 3TO WYMUT, TOYHO MOpE.

- DTO BeTep BOET B KyCTaxX, - CKkasasa muccuc Megnok. - No-moemy, 370 AUKOe,
MyCTbIHHOE MeCTO, XOTH OHO MHOIMMM HpPaBUTCS, 0COBEHHO Koraa UBeTeT Bepeck.

OHun BCe exanu Bnepen B riaybokon TbMe; 40X Ab NepecTals, HO BETep NpoaosxKal
3aBblBaTb TakK )XX€& CTPAHHO, Kak npexae. [lopora wia To B ropy, To nog ropy, u
HECKOJIbKO pa3 KapeTa npoe3>kasia Nno HeboNbLMM MOCTMKaM, Nog KOTOPbIMU BbICTPO
N LUYMHO TeKJa BOAa.



Mepu Ka3asioCb, 4TO 3TOMYy NyTeLwecTBUIO He ByAeT KOoHUa; WWMPoKas yrpoMas cTenb
Ka3aslaCb €M LWMPOKUM MPOCTOPOM TEMHOIO OKeaHa, 4Yepe3 KOTOopbI OHa Npoe3>kana
Mo Y3KOW NoJIoCKe 3eMJIN.

- MHe 3T0 He HpaBWUTCSA, - CKa3asia OHa caMol cebe. - MHe 3To He HpaBuTcs. - U oHa
elle Kpenye CTUCHYyJIa CBOM TOHKME rybbl.

Jlowaaw noabiManucb B ropy, korga Mepu BnepBbie 3aMeTusa CBET BAAIN. 3aMeTua
ero n mmuccmc Mepnok 1 NPoOTSXKHO, C obneryeHmem B3JOXHYNa.

- 9 Tak pafia BUOETb, YTO TaM MepL@eT OrOHeK, - BOCKJIMKHYJ1a OHA. - TO CBET B
OKHE CTOPOXKKWN. Mbl BO BCAKOM CJlydae MoJjly4MM Mo YallKe 4ato, TOJIbKO MNOoA0XAM
4y TOYKY.

MpuWIoCb AENCTBUTENIbHO NOA0XKAATb «4YTOYKY», Kak OHa Bblpa3niachk, MOTOMY 4TO,
KOr[a KapeTa y>Ke Bbexalla 3a orpagy napka, MM 0CTaBaJlIoCb eLle NpoexaTb OKOJ0
ABYX MWUJIb MO asiflee; BETBU AepeBbEB MOYTU CXOAUINCE HaL FOJI0BOM, U MPUXOANI0CH
exaTb TOYHO NMoA AJINHHLIM TEMHbLIM CBOAOM.

3-non 3Toro cBOA4@ OHUM BblEXasM Ha Iy>KallKy U OCTaHOBWUJINCHL Mepef O4eHb
OJIVIHHBIM, HO HU3KMM OOMOM, MOCTPOEHHbLIM BOKPYT BbIMOLLLEHHOr0 KAaMHEM [BOpa.
Mepwn CHaYasla NoKa3aJloCb, YTO B OKHaX BOBCE He Bblf1o CBeTa; HO, BbINAS U3 KApPEeThI,
OHa yBMpAena, 4To B 04HON KOMHATE B Yrjly BEPXHEro 3Ta)ka BUAHENCS TYCK/bIA CBET.

BxonHasa OABepb Obisla rpoManHas, caesaHHas U3 MaCCMBHbIX AyOOBbIX 40COK
CTPaHHOM POpPMbI, C 6ONBLLLUNMUN XKeNEe3HbIMU FBO3ASMU N CKPEMNJIEHHASA LLUNPOKUMN
nosnocamu xenesa. OHa Befa B rpOMaZiHYI0 NepenHo, KoTopas bblsla 04eHb TYCKI0
OCBELLEHa, N N1MUA NOPTPETOB Ha CTEHAX U PUrypbl B CTAPUHHbBIX AOCMexax
npon3Benu Ha Mepu Takoe BrnevyaTJ/ieHne, YTO el He XOTEeJIOCb CMOTPETb Ha HUX.

Korpna oHa CcTos/1a B 3TON KOMHaTe C KaMeHHbIM NOJIOM, OHa Ka3aJlaCb Takon
MasIeEHbKON CTPAHHOW YepHON hurypkom n YyBcTBoBasa cebst To)Ke Kakon-To
MaJsieHbKON CTpaHHOW 1 3abpoLeHHOoN.

Okono cnyrun, orsopmsliero M oBepb, CToAN eLle KaKoW-TO ‘-IOI'IOprIVI CTapuk.



- Bbl 4O/IXHbI OTBECTUN OEBOYKY B €€ KOMHATY, - CKa3aJl OH XpUnsbiM rosiocom. - OH He
xo4yeT ee BnaeTb. OH yTpoM ye3xaeT B JIOHOOH.

- O4eHb xopolo, MucTep MNuyep, - oTBETUNA MUCCUC MensoK, - eC/in 1 TOJIbKO 3Halo,
4TO OT MeHs TpebyeTcs, TO 1 YK CYMEI BCe YCTPOUTh.

- OT Bac BOT 4To TpebyeTcs, muccuc Meanok, - ckasan muctep Muyep, - 4To6bI Bbl
nocTapajncb He 6€CnNoKoUTb ero 1 4YTobbl OH He BUZEN TOro, Yero He XeslaeT BUAETh.

Mocne aToro Mepun JIeHHOKC NoBesin BBEPX MO LLUMPOKOW SiIeCTHULLE, MOTOM Mo
OJINHHOMY KOpuaopy, onsaTb BBEPX NO HEOBONLLLON NecTHUUe, ewe No ogHOMY
KOpMOOpY M eLle no o4HOMY; MOTOM B CTEHe OTBOpwW/ach ABepb, U Mepu o4yyTuiach B
KOMHaTe, rge TOnuaca KaMmH 1 Ha CcToJsie Bbl1 NPUrOTOBJIEH YXKUH.

- Hy, Tenepb KoHel, - becuepeMoHHO CKa3aJla Muccuc Mennok, - aTa n cocegHas
KOMHaTa oTBefeHbl Tebe; TyT Tbl N AOJIKHA cuaeTb. He 3abbiBan aToro!

Takum obpasom Mepu nonana B MuccenbTtyant-MaHop.

MnaBa IV

YTpom Mepun OoTKpblsia rinasa ToJIbKO NOTOMY, YTO B KOMHATY BOLIJ1A MOJIOAEHbKas
CNy>KaHKa, 4Tobbl 3aTONNTb KaMUH. OHa CTOoSA1a Ha KOJIEHAX BO3J1e KaMUHa, C LULyMOM
Bbirpebas n3 Hero 3oy, n Mepu nexxana n cMoTpena Ha Hee HECKOJIbKO CEKYHS,
MOTOM CTaJla oCMaTpmBaTb KOMHaTy. OHa HUKOr4a He Buaesia Takom KOMHaThl,
KOTOpasa NokKa3anacb erl 04eHb CTPAaHHOM N MpaYHON. CTeHbl b1 MOKPbLITbl TKaHbIMK
0608MKM, Ha KOTOPbIX OblN BbILWXT NecHOW BUA. TaM Oblin haHTaCcTUYECKN pa3oneTble
nan Noa AepesbsMU, a B oTAasIeHUN BUgHeNnncb bawHm 3aMka. Tam 6b1/i OXOTHUKMN,
hambl, cobakun, nowagn, n Mepu Kasasnocb, 4TO OHa caMa TOXXe B JieCy BMecTe C HUMMU.
N3 rnybokoro okHa OHa Morfa BuaeTb 0bLMpHOEe 0T/I0roe NPoCTPaHCTBO 3eMJIU, Ha
KOTOPOM BOBCE He OblI0 AepeBbeEB U KOTOpoe 6b1/10 04eHb NOX0XKe Ha be3rpaHnyHoe
TYCKJI0-MypnypHOe Mope.



- Y710 3TO Takoe? - CrnpocwuJsia OHa, NokKa3blBagd MnaJibLL,eM B OKHO.

MonoaeHbKas ciy>kaHka, MapTa, KoTopas TOJ/IbKO YTO NOAHAIACb HA HOrK,
MOCMOTpPENa B OKHO 1 TOXE yKa3asa NajibLemM.

- BoH TaM? - cKa3ajla oHa.

- a.

- 2TO CTenb, - CKasaJla OHa C Wupokon, nobpoaywHon ynsibkon. - OHa Tebe He
HpaBuUTCA?

- HeT, - oTBeTuna Mepu, - 4 ee HEHaBNXY.

- 3TO NOTOMY, 4YTO Thl K Hen He rnpuBbikNa, - ckasasia MapTa, nga Hasag K KaMUHy. -
Tbl AyMaellb, YTO OHa CJINLLKOM bonbwasn n obHaxeHHasa? Ho oHa Tebe MOHPaBUTCA.

- A Tebe HpaBuTCA? - cnpocuia Mepwu.

- KoHe4Ho, - Becesio oTBeTUNa MapTa, BbiITUpas KaMUHHYIO pelleTKy. - A nobnto
ctenb. OHa BOBCe He obHa)KeHHas. BecHom TaM 4yygecHo, Korga LuBeTeT Bepeck 1
OPOK; TOraa TaM NnaxHeT MefoM U CTOJIbKO NPOCTOPY M BO3AYXY, HEDO KaXkeTcs TaknuMm
BbICOKMM-BbICOKUM! A ny4esibl N XKaBOPOHKN MOKOT U XKYXXKaT, N LWWYM TaKON NPUATHLIN.
O, A 6bl HM 3@ 4YTO He NOKMHYyNa cTenb!

Mepu cnywana ee C cepbe3HbiM, 03aa4€HHbIM Bblpa>KeHNEM Nunua. Ty3eMHble CNyru,
K KOTOPbIM OHa MnMpuBbikaa B IHOun, 6bi1n BoBCE He Takue, Kak MapTa. OHuM Bceraa
6binn pabonenHbl 1 NoA06OCTPACTHLI U HE CMENN TOBOPUTL CO CBOMMW rocnogamm
TaK, KaK paBHble M. OHM genann «canaamM», Ha3biBasin NX «MOKPOBUTENAMU BeaHbIX»
N TOMy Nofo0bHbIMKM MMeHaMn. MHAMNCKOro CAyry He Npocuau caenatb TO N
apyroe, eMy npukasbiBasan. Tam He 6b1/10 00bl4asa rOBOPUTL CJIyre «noXKaayncrta» u
«bnarogapto», 1 Mepu Bcerga gaBaJsa nowevynHbl CBoen and, Korga 6buina cepauTa.
OHa HeBOJIbHO NoAyMaia 0 TOM, 4To caenana 6bl MapTa, ecnm 66l OHa B3ayMasa AaTb
en nowe4yunHy.

MapTa 6bi51a nonHas, pymsaHas, gobpoayliHaa Ha BUA AEeBYLUKA, HO B €e MaHepax
6b1710 4TO-TO peLINTENbLHOE N CMenoe, 1 Mepu nogyMmana, YTo OHa, NOXXaNyn,



oTBeTuNa 6bl TOXXe nowievynHom, ocobeHHO ecnn Bbl ee yaapuia MaseHbKasa OeBOYKa.

- Tbl CTPaAHHAsA C/Iy>XXaHKa, - J0BOJIbHO BLICOKOMEPHO CKa3aJsla Mepu ¢ noayLuek.

MapTa npucena Ha KOPTOYKK, Aep>Ka B pyKax WETKY, N paccmesnacb 6e3 BCAKOro
npu3HaKa rHeBa.

- O, 9 3TO0 3Halo, - CKa3asia oHa. - Ecnm 6bl 3gechb, B MuccenbTyanTe 6bina HacTodWwas
rocrnoxa, a4 6ol HUKOrga He mMorsa ObITb JaXe BTOPOU FOpHUYHON. MeHs Bbl, NoXxanyn,
B34JIM B CyOMOWKMN, HO HUKOIrga He NycTuam Obl B BEPXHNE KOMHaTbl. 1 C/INLWIKOM
npPocTa 1 roBOPIO MO-NOPKLLUUPCKU. HO 3TOT AOM KaKOW-TO CTPaHHbIA, B HEM TOYHO HU
rocnognHa, HMU rocrnoXXm HeT, Kpome Mmuctepa Nnyepa n muccuc Meanok. Mucrtep
KpaBeH He ntobuT, 4Tobbl ero 4emMm-Hnbyab 6ecnokonnun, Korga oH 34ecb, U OH MOYTKU
MOCTOSAHHO B oTbe3ae. Muccuc Megnok no gobpoTe ceoen gana MHe 3To MecTo. OHa
CKa3ajla MHe, 4TO HUKOraa He caenana 6bl 3Toro, ecnum 6bl MuccenbTyanT BbIN Kak
apyrmne 6oratblie goma.

- A Tenepb Thl Byaellb MO CNy>XKaHKa? - cnpocuia Mepu Bce TeM XKe BbICOKOMEPHbLIM
TOHOM, K KOTOPOMY OHa NpuBbIKAa B HAUN.

MapTa onATb Ha4vasla YNCTUTb pPeLLeTKYy.

- 4 cny>XaHka Mmuccmuc Mepgnok, - ropao CcKkasajla OHa, - a OHa CJly)XaHkKa MuUcTepa
KpaBeHa, HO A byay ybupaTb TyT KOMHaTbl U HEMHOIO NPUCYXXNBaTb Tebe. TosbKo
Tebe MHOro ycnyr He noHagobuTcs.

- A KTOo bypneT MeHsa ogeBaTb? - crnipocusia Mepu.

MapTa onsiTb NpUcena Ha KOPTOYKM U yCTaBMIaCb Ha HEE; OT U3YMJIEHMS OHA ONSATh
3aroBopuia C NPOTAXKHbIM NOPKLLUNPCKUM aKLLEHTOM.

- Pa3Be Tbl He MOXellb CaMa O0eTbCA? - CKa3aJsia OHa.

- Y10 370 3HaUMT? A He NOHMMalIo TBOEro sA3blka, - CKasasia Mepwu.

- O, A 3abblna, - ckazana MapTa. - Muccnc Mennok senena MHe cneguTb 3a cobon, a
TO Tbl HE MONMELIb, YTO A rOBOPHD. TaK Tbl HE MOXKELlb CaMa HafeTb njaaTbA?



- HeT, - no4Tn Cc HerogoBsaHmeM oTeBeTua Mepu. - 1 HUKOrga B XXWU3HW 3TOro He
nenana. MeHa Bcerga ogeBaJsjia Mos alnd.

- Ecnm Tak, To Tebe nopa Hay4nTbCs, - CKkazasa MapTa, 04eBUAHO He NOA03peEBast, YTO
FOBOPUT AEepP30CTU. - DTO HE CJINLLIKOM paHo. Tebe byaeT o4eHb NONE€3HO CaMoW
yXaXuBaTb 3a coboil. Mosi MaTb BCeraa roBOpuT, 4TO HE MOHMMAaET, MOYEMY 3TO Y
Ba)XHbIX 6ap JeTn He BbipacTaloT HabUTbIMU AypakaMnu: Beb Y HUX BCEraa HAHbKN U
X BCerga apyrve MolT U 0[eBatoT, U FyNsATb BbIBOASAT, TOYHO LLIEHAT.

- B NHonn BCe nHave, - npe3puTtenbHoO ckasana Mepu. OHa enBa Bnagena cobon.

Ho MapTa HN4YyTb He cMyTuUach.

- OHO 1 BUOHO, 4YTO NHa4e, - CKa3aJla OHa CO4yBCTBEHHO. - A AOyMalo, 3TO NOTOMY, 4TO
TaM TaKoe MHOXXeCTBO YHEPHOKO>XXNX BMECTO NOopAOO4YHbIX benbix nogen. Koraa s
yCJiblllaJia, 4TO Tbl eaellb Cloga 13 NHoun, a rnoaymarsia, 4HTo Tbl TOXe l-IepHOKO)KaFI!

Mepu npucena Ha NOCTeNu, CTPALLHO pa3bapeHHas.

- Y1o! - BOCK/IMKHYNa OHa. - YTo! Tel gyMana, 4TO 4 Ty3emka! Tbl... CBUHOEe oTpoabe
Thl!

MapTa ycTaBuaacb Ha Hee 1 BAPYr BCMbIXHYa.

- Koro Tbl 6paHuwwb? - cKka3sana oHa. - Tebe He Hafo Tak cepaAnTbCA. bapbillHe He
criefgyeT Tak roBopuUTb. Y POBHO HUYEro He NMeto NMPOTUB YepPHOKOXXNX. Korga npo
HUX YNTaellb B KHM>XXKaXx, TO OHWN BCe TakKne pesiurmosHble; B KHMXKaxX Befb CKa3aHo,
4YTO YEePHOKOXXMe ToXe Noan 1 bpaTbs... A 4 HUKOr4a He Buaajia YepHOKOXero
yesioBeKa 1 o4yeHb obpagoBanack, Korga nogymalsa, 4To yBuxy 671M3Ko XOTb O4HOrO.
Korga a1 npuwna cioga yTpoMm, 4Tob 3aTonNnTb KaMuH, A NogKpasacb K TBOEW NOCTesNn
N OCTOPOXXHO NMpUNoaHsAna ogeano, 4Tobel NnornageTb Ha TebA. N TyT-TO A yBugena, -
nobaBunia OHa pa3o04apoBaHHO, - YTO Tbl HUYYTb HE YepHee MeHs, HECMOTPS Ha TO 4TO
Tbl Takad xentas!

Mepu naxke He cTapasacb CAEP)XXWUBATb CBOEro rHeBa.



- Tbl Aymana, 410 A Ty3eMKa! Kak Tbl cmena! Tbl nx coBceM He 3Haewb! OHKU He nan,
OHWN CNYrun, KoTopble O0JIXKHbI KNaHATbCA! Tl HUYero He 3Haelwb Npo NHanwo! Tol
COBCEM HU4Yero He 3Haelllb!

OHa b6bina Tak B3belwleHa 1 YyBCTBOBasa cebsa Takon becnomMmolHoM npea HanBHbIM
B3rnagomMm MapTbl 1 B TO XK€ CaMOe BpeMs BAPYr NoYyBCTBOBasa cebs Takon
OAMNHOKOW, TaKON AasieKon OT BCEro TOro, Y7o oOHa NMOHMMaJsa U 4TO MOHUMAJIO ee, 4To
OHa Bbpocunacb NMUOM B MOAYLIKK U pa3pa3nnacbk pblgaHnsamm. OHa Tak 6e3ynep>xHo
pblgana, 4To gobpoayuwHasa MapTa gaxke ncnyrasaacb 1 en CTano xalb AeBo4kn. OHa
rnogoLuna K rnoctenn n HaksoHmnnacb K Mepu.

- He Hapo Tak nnakaTb! - cTana oHa ynpawmneaThb. - [1paBo, He Hafo. A He 3Hana, 4To
Tbl Tak paccepaunbea!l 4 Takm BOBCe HMYEro He 3Hatlo, Kak Tbl CKa3ana. lNpowy
rnpowieHunsa, Mucc. lNepecTtaHb e niaakaTb!

B ee CTpaHHOM NOPKLLUNPCKON peyn N CNOKOMHbIX MaHepaXx Obla10 4TO-TO
yCcrnokaunBawLllee, gpy>xentobHoe, 4TO xopowo aencrteoBasio Ha Mepu. OHa
MOCTENEHHO NepecTasa naakaTb N 3aTuxaa. MapTa, BManMo, NO4yBCTBOBAaa
obneryeHune.

- A Tenepb Nopa Tebe BCTaBaTb, - CKa3asa OHa. - Mnuccuc Mennok ckasana, 4Tobbl 5
MPUHOCKUJIa B COCEAHIO KOMHATY TBOW 3aBTpak, obea n y>xuH. Tam Tebe ycTponnm
neTckyto. 1 Tebe noMory ooeTbCH, eCnum Thl BCTaHewb. Ecnn nyrosuubl y Tebsa Ha
nnaTbe c3afun, TO Tbl UX HE MOXKeLlb CaMa 3aCTerHyTb.

Mpouecc ogeBaHUs Hay4Yun nx obenx Koe-4eMy. MapTa 4aCToO 3acTermBasia CBOUX
CeCcTpeHOoK n bpaTullek, HO HUKOrga euwe He Bngena pebeHka, KoTopbin bbl cTOAN
HEMOABMXXHO W XAaJ, NoOKa KTo-HMbyab Apyron caenaeT A Hero BCe, YTO Hado, Kak
OyaATO y HEro caMoro He 6b1J10 HU PYK, HU HOT.

- No4eMy Tbl CaMa He HageBaelb BawMakoB? - CpPOCKIa OHa, Korga Mepwm
MPecnoKOWHO NoAcTaBua el HOory.

- Mosi a3 genana 370, - oTBETUNA Mepun, yCTaBMBLUMNCL Ha Hee. - Tako Tam obblyali.

OHa o4eHb 4YacTo rosopuia «Takom Oblsl 0bbi4ar». Ty3eMHble Cyrun Bcerga rosopuan
3T0. EC/in M npukasbiBanu coenaTtb 4TO-HUOYOb, Yero uesble BeKa He gesnananm nx
npeakun, OHM C KPOTKUM B3rns4oM oTeedanun: «Obbl4an He TaKOoB», N BCAKUIA 3HaN, 4TO



3TM AeJiI0 KOH4YaJ10Cb.

«Obbl4an bbln TakoB», 4TO Mepun HMUYEro He genana cama, a TOJIbKO CTosi1a U
Mo3BoJiIsifla 0AeThb cebs, TOYHO KyKJa.

PaHblLIe YeM OHa roToBa bblfla MATY 3aBTPakKaTb, OHA Y>Ke Havasla NoJ03peBaTh, YTO
XKU3Hb B MrccenbTy3nTe HAayYnUT €e MHOroMYy COBEPLUEHHO HEU3BECTHOMY €Eli:
HanpuMep, HaJeBaTb YyJKKN 1 BaliMaku, NoabiMaTh BCE, YTO OHAa POHSNA.

Ecnu 661 MapTa 6bln1a xopoLo 06y4eHHON, «HacToAWEeNn» FOPHUYHON, oHa Bbina 6bl
bonee NOYTUTENLHOW N YCAY>XNMBOW M 3Hana 6bl, 4TO €l nonaraeTcs pacyecbiBaTb
BOJIOChHI, 3acTernsatb 6awiMakm, NOgHMMaTb BeLWM N KJaCcTb UX Ha MecTo. Ho oHa
Oblsla NpocTas AepeBeHCKasa AeByLIKa, KOTopas BbIpoCsa B KOTTeA)Xe B CTenun ¢
Lesion Tonnon bpaTbes N cecTep, KOTOPbIM N B FOJIOBY HE NPUXOANIO0, 4TO MOXXHO
yero-HMbyab He fenatb CaMUM N He yXakMBaTb 3a MJaALWLNMN AEeTbMU, KOTOpPbIe eLle
TOJNIbKO YY4UJIUCb XOOUTb.

Ecnn 66l Mepun JIeHHOKC Bblna TakuM pebeHKOM, KOTOPOro SIerko pa3BecesnunThb,
60nTAMBOCTb MapThl, BEPOSATHO, paccMellnna bbl ee; HO Mepu HEBO3MYTUMO ClyLLana
ee, YOVBNSSCb Pa3BA3HOCTU ee MaHep. CHavasla pa3roBop HUYYTb HE MHTepecoBas
ee, Ho MapTa npofosikana aobpoayLiHo 601TaTk, U Mepu cTana NPUCYLIMBATLCA K
ee peyu.

- Ecnm 6bl Thl X BCex Bupena! - roeopmna MapTa. - Hac Bcex gBeHaauaTb YesoBeK, a
oTeu MOM nojly4aeT BCero wecTtHaguaTb WWIJIMHIOB B Hefento. TpyaHO MaTepu
HaKOPMUTb X BCEX, CKaxKy A Tebe. Bce feTun Lenbin oeHb UrpatoT B CTENN, N MaTb
rOBOPUT, YTO OHM TOJICTEIOT OT CTEeMNHOro so3ayxa. OHa roBOpPUT, YTO OHU, BEPOSATHO,
efdaT TpaBy, Kak gukue noHu. Haw [JUKOH, eMy y)Xe ABeHaauaTb JIeT, NPUpyyun
MOJIOAYIO JIOLWAAKY-MOHN U TOBOPUT, YTO OHa Tenepb ero.

- Arpe oH B3sa1 ee? - cnpocuna Mepw.

- Hawen B cTenn BmecTe C MaTepbto, Korga oHa bbina ewe coBceM ManeHbkas. OH
CTan npupyydaTb ee, KOpMUTb xneboMm, WwunaTtb 419 Hee TpaBy. Ml OHa Tak NpuMBbIKIA K
HEeMYy, 4TO XOAUT C/e40M 3a HUM U MO3BOJISIET eMy CeCTb €M Ha CNNHY. INKOH 04YeHb
00obpbIN YenoBek, N XUBOTHbIE NOBAT ero.



Y Mepu HMKorga He 6b1J10 HUKAKOro XXMBOTHOMO, C KOTOPbLIM OHa Mora 6bl UrpaTb, U
el Bcerga o4eHb XoTenocb MMeTb ero. OHa NOYYBCTBOBAJA AaXKe HEKOTOPbIN MHTEepec
K JMKOHY; @ Tak KakK OHa HMKOrga HUKEM He MHTepecoBasiaCb, Kpome caMoi cebs,
3T0, 04eBMAHO, H6bI10 NpobyxxaeHeM nobporo 4YyBCTBa.

Korga oHa BOLWJ/la B KOMHATY, B KOTOPOW YCTPOUAK A1 Hee OeTCKYto, TO OHa
yBuaena, 4To kKoMmHaTa 6bls1a MoxoXka Ha Ty, B KOTOPOW OHa cnana. 3To 6blsla KOMHaTa
He onsa pebeHka, a 4NS B3POC/IOro YenoBeka, C Mpa4yHbIMU CTapbIMMN KapTUHaAMKM Ha
CTEeHax U C TSAXKeNbiMn CTapbiMn AyboBbIMU CTYIbAMWU. Ha CcTosNe nocpean KOMHaThI
CTOAN Xopowunn obunbHbIN 3aBTpak. Ho y Mepun Bceraga 6b11 04eHb MN0XoM anneTuT, U
OHa paBHOAYLUHO B3r/IiHy/1a Ha nepBoe 61040, KoTopoe MapTa nocTasuia nNpen Hen.

- 5l He xo4y 3TOro, - CkasaJsa OHa.

- He xo4ewb Kawmn?! - HegoBep4MBO BOCKJIMKHY A MapTa.

- HerT.

- Tbl He 3Haelb, Kakad oHa BKycHas! [1010>)K HEMHOXXKO MaTOKU Un caxapy!

- 4 He xo4y, - noBTOpUIa Mepw.

- BOT 3TOro 2 y> He Mory nepeHoCUTb, - BOCKJINKHY1a MapTa, - 4Tobbl MoHanpacHy
NOPTWUIIN XopoLUyto nNpoBu3unto! Ecnim 6 3a 3TUM CTOJIOM CUAENN HALlW AeTn, OHU Obl
€ro B NATb MUHYT O4MUCTUNIN!

- Mo4yemy? - xonogHoO cnpocuna Mepw.

- Mo4emy? - mosTOpUNa, Kak 3x0, MapTa. - [IoTOMY, 4TO Yy HUX MOYTU HNKOr4a B
XXN3HN He BblN0 NOoHbIX Xenyakos. OHM BCceraa Tak roflofHbl, Kak geTeHbILn
acTpeba nnm nucel.

- 9 He 3Halo, 4TO 3HA4YUT BbITb FONOAHON, - CKa3ana Mepu C paBHOAYLUNEM HEBEXObI.

MapTa C HerogosaHmemM rnorindnesjia Ha Hee.



- Hy, Tebe 6bl 04eHb None3Ho 6bIsI0 UCNbITaTb 3TO, A 3TO ACHO BMXKY, - OTKPOBEHHO
CKa3aJsia OHa. - d TepneTb He MOory J4en, KOTopble TOJIbKO CUAAT Aa CMOTPAT Ha
BKYCHYI0 enly. Kak Bbl MHe X0Tenocb, 4Tobbl BCe, 4TO TYT Ha cTose, 6b1/10 B XXenyakax
y OuKoHa, n duns, n [I)KeH, n y Bcex oCcTtasibHbIX!

- OT4ero e Tbl He OTHecelWb UM BCEro 3Toro? - nocosetoBasia Mepw.

- 29TO He Moe! - ropao oTeeTuna MapTa. - 1 cerogHsa He MOW BbIXOAHOW AeHb. MHe
DaloT OTMYCK TOJIbKO pa3 B Mecsil, KakK U BCEM OCTaJIbHbIM, U TOrga a9 yXoxXy 4OMOMN n
rnomorato matepu ybmpaTb, a OHa oTObIXaeT.

Mepwu BbiNMa HEMHOIO 4Yalo U CbeJsla KyCco4eK Noa)XapeHHoro xneba c BapeHbeM.

- A Tenepb 0AeHbCS MOoTENNen N Noan Hapy>Xy NourpaTb, - CKkasasna MapTa. - Tebe
3To 6yaeT o4eHb Nosie3Ho 1 JacT Tebe anneTuT.

Mepu nogowna K okHy. OHa Bugena cagbl, OPOXXKK 1 BonbLuMe OepeBbs, HO BCE 3TO
NMesi0 KaKOM-TO TYCKJIbIN 3UMHUA BUA.

- 3a4eM MHe UATU HapyXKy B TaKOW feHb?

- Ecnn He monpellb, TO NPUAETCS OCTAThCS B IOME, a YTO Thl 34ecChb bynelb aenaTts?

Mepun ocMmoTpenacb BOKpYr; AenaTb b6bia10 Hevero. Korga mmccnc Mepnok yctpavBana
OEeTCKYl0, OHa He noaymMarsa o passiedeHusax. NMoxanyn, nyydwe 6b110 6bl BLINTU K
MOCMOTpPETb caibl.

- KTo nongeTt co MHOM? - cnpocuia OHa.

MapTa ycTaBuiacCb Ha Hee.

- Tbl nONngews ogHa, - OTBETW/Ia OHa. - Tebe NpnaeTcsa Hay4YNTbCA UrpaTb OOHON, KaK
UrpatT Apyrve netu, y KoTopbliXx HeT cecTep n bpaTbeB. Haw OUKOH yXOo4AUT B CTerb
OAWH 1 MO uenbIM 4Yacam urpaet TaM. OTTOro-To OH U NPUPy4Ma NOHW. B cTenun ecTb
OBLbl, KOTOpPbIE €ro 3HalT, a NTUUbI NPUAETAT K HEMY N eAST Y Hero n3 pyk. Y Hac
XOTS Majlo eabl, HO OH BCerna npsa4veT Kyco4vek xneba onsa ceomx nobmmues.



HanomMmnHaHue o InkoHe 3acTaBuno Mepu NpUHATL peLlleHne U BbINTU, XOTA OHa U He
CO3HaBasja 3Toro. Ecnm B cagax He 6blJ10 NOHW K OBeL, TO, BEPOATHO, BblNn NTULbI,
KOTOpble He NMOXO0XWN Ha NTUL B MIHOUW, N Ha HUX, BbITb MOXXET, CTOUJ10 NorNafeThb.

MapTa npuHecsa el NanbTo, WASANY U Napy TONACTbIX 6OTUHOK W NoKa3asa Aopory
BHU3.

- Ecnn Tl obonaellb BOH TaM KPYrom, To Npuiellb K caay, - CKa3asia oHa, yYKa3blBas

Ha HebOobLUYI0O KaMTKYy B oropoge. - JIeToM TaM Macca LiBETOB, HO Ternepb HUYEro He
uBeTeT. - OHa, Ka3aslocb, C MUHYTY Konebanacb U NnotoM gobasmna: - OanH U3 cagos
3anepT. TaM y)xe fecsTb IeT HUKTO He ObiBaJi.

- MoyeMy? - HeBOJIbHO cripocuna Mepu. Kpome COTHM 3anepTbiX ABEPEN B AOMe,
OKa3blBaslacChb elle oflHa 3anepTasa KainTka!

- Muctep KpaBeH Benen 3anepeTh ero, Korjga ero )KeHa ymepsa Tak BHe3anHo. OH
HMKOMY He M03BOJIAEeT BXOAUTb TyAa; 3TO bbin ee cag. OH 3anep KasTKY, BbIPbT SMY
1 3aKonan Tyaa KiwN... Muccuc Mensiok 3BOHUT - MHe Hago 6exaTb.

(naBa V

Korga MapTa ywnia, Mepu cBepHyia Ha AOPOXKKY, KOTOpas Befla K KaJInTKe B
oropoge. OHa HEBOJILHO ZlyMaJsia O TOM cajfie, B KOTOPOM HUKTO He ObiBan yXKe NecaTb
NeT; gyMana o TOM, Kakoi BUJ UMeeT 3TOT Caj U eCTb JIN elle B HEM KaKue-Hubyab
>KUBbIE LIBETHI.

Korga oHa npouwia Yepes KaJuTKy, odyTuiaack B 601bWOM cafy C LUMPOKUMU
Ny>ankaMmm n U3BUANCTbIMU LOPOXKKaAMU C MOAYMLLEHHBIMN KpasgMn. Tam 6bian
nepeBbs, KNyMObl, XBOVHbIE fepeBbs, MOACTPUIKEHHbIE B Pa3HbIX NPUYYLOANBbIX
dopmax, n 6onbLION Npyn Co CTapbiM cepbiM POTOHOM nocpeanHe. Ho knymbbl 6bi1n
obHa>keHbl, a hoHTaH He 6un. OTo He BblN 3anepThi cafd. Kak MOXXHO 3anepeTb can?
Beob B cag Bcerga MOXHO BOUTMH...



OHa fyMana Kak pa3 06 3ToM, Korga yBuaena, 4To B KOHLLE JOPOXKW, MO KOTOPOW OHa
LA, HAXoAUTCS ANMHHAA CTeHa, BCS NOKPbITas noLwoM. Mepun 6bi1a HegoCTaTOYHO

3HakKoMa C AHrnmemn, 4Tobbl goragaTbCs, YTO OHa NpubanXKanacbk K PPYKTOBOMY cany
n oropony.

OHa nogowa K CTeHe 1 yBuAesNa 3e/IeHYy0 KaJnTKy, Kotopas bbiia oTBopeHa. 3T0,
o4eBNOHO, He Obln 3anepThin cag, U Ctoaa MOXXHO 6bIJ10 BONTN.

Mponasa B KaNUTKY, OHa yBuaena, 4To 3To 6bin cafn, oOHECEeHHbIN BOKPYT CTEHOW, U
4YTO TaKMX CafoB OblsI0 HECKOJIbLKO; BCE OHM, 04EBMAHO, COOOLWanncb Mexay cobomn.
NNoToM OHa yBuAeNna euwe O4HY OTKPbITYIO 3€/IEHYI0 KaJINTKY, CKBO3b KOTOPYIO
BUOHENINCb KYCThl U AOPOXKKN MeXAy rpsagamMmm 3uMHUX oBoLLen. PpyKTOBblE LepeBbs
pPOC/IN BO3JI€ CAMOWN CTEHbI, @ HEKOTOPbIE U3 FPAAO0K ObIIN MPUKPLITbI CTEKJIAHHbLIMU
pamamn. Mepu nocTosna, NOCMOTPENa BOKPYr U peLlunsia, 4To BCE 3TO OY4EHb
HeKpacuBo 1 rosio. Jletom, Korga Bce 6b1/10 3eneHo, can, 6bITb MOXET, Obl Kpacueee,
HO Tenepb B HEM HUYEro KpacuBoro He 6bi10.

Yepes HECKOJIbKO MUHYT U3 KaJINTKW, BeALLIEN B APYron caf, Bbilles CTapuk C
3aCTyrnoM Ha nneye. Korga oH yBuaen Mepu, Ha finLe ero Bbipa3niocb U3ymaeHue, n
OH cnlerka npunoaHsaa wnsany. Jinuo y Hero 6b110 yrptoMoe, 1 emy, BUAHO, He
0CoH6eHHO NPUATHO BbINO0 BCTPETUTbL Mepu; HO el He HPaBWJICS ero cafl, Bblpa>keHune
nnua y Hee Toxke 6b1J1I0 HENPUBETIMBOE, U BCTPEYE CO CTAPMKOM OHa TOXE He
ocobeHHO obpagoBanack.

- Y10 34ecb Takoe? - cnpocunia Mepwn.

- OouH n3 oroponos, - OTBETWJ1 OH.

- A TaM 4TO? - CKa3aJla OHa, yKa3blBas Ha PAaCTBOPEHHYIO 3€JIEHYIO KaJINTKY.

- Ewle oamnH, - KOPOTKO OTBETWI OH. - A N0 Ty CTOPOHY CTEHbI elle OAMH, a 3a HUM
eLie oropoa.



- Mo>XXHO MHe Tyza nonTtmn? - cnpocuna Mepwu.

- Ecnm xo4vewsb... TONbKO CMOTPETb TaM Heyero.

Mepu Hn4ero He oTBeTuNa. OHa NyCcTUNACh NMPAMO MO AOPOXKKE N MPOoLLSIa Yepes
BTOPYIO 3€/1I€HYI0 KAJINTKY. TaM OHa OMsATb YBUAENA CTEHbI, ONMSATh 3UMHME OBOLLU U
CTEKJISSHHbIE paMbl, HO BO BTOPOW cTeHe bblna elle ofHa 3e/ieHas KaJInTKa, KoTopas
He Bblna oTnepTa. bbITb MOXXET, OHa Bena B TOT Cafl, KOTOPOro HUKTO He BUAEN YXKe
necsaTb neT.

Tak kak Mepu HukKorga He 6bina pobkon 1 BCcerga genasna BCe, YTO XOoTeNa, TO OHa
MoAOLUA K 3€/IEHON KaZIMTKe 1 noBepHya pyyky. OHa ayMana, 4To KaJluTKa He
OTBOPUTCSH, MOTOMY YTO €/ XOTeN0Cb BEPUTbL, YTO OHAa Hallla TaUWHCTBEHHbIW caf, HO
KaZIMTKa oTBOpuaachb Nerko, u Korga Mepu npowna 4yepes Hee, OHa 04yTuNacb BO
dhpykTOoBOM cafny. OH Toxe 6bi1 0bHeceH CTeHON, BO3JiIe KOTOPOW POC/IN PpyKTOBbIE
OepeBbs, HO 3e/IeHON KaNIMTKK TaM He Bbino. Mepu cTasna nckaTb ee, MOTOMY 4TO,
Korza OHa folwJsa 0O ApYroro KoHua cajia, oHa 3aMeTusa, 4YTo CTeHa TaM He
KOH4YaNnacb, a TAHyNacb gasblle. 3a CTEHOW BUAHENNCH BEPLUNHBLI AEPEBLEB, N, KOraa
Mepun ocTaHOBUNACh, OHa YBUAENA NTUYKY C APKO-KPACHOW rpyablo, CMAEBLUYIO Ha
CaMOW BbICOKOI BETBW 0OHOro n3 Hux. NMTru4ka BAPYr 3anesa NoYTu B Ty XKe CaMylo
MWHYTY, KOrda yBuaena Mepu, TOYHO CTafla 3BaTb ee.

Mepun ocTaHOBUIACb U CTasla CAywWwaTb; U MOYEMY-TO TaKOW BeCebln, laCKarowmnm
CBWCT BbI3BasJl B HEN NPUATHOE YyBCTBO. [JaXke yrproMblin, HEMPUATHLIN pebeHoK
MOXXEeT 4yBCTBOBaTb CebA 0ANHOKNM; a 60bLLION 3anepThid 4OM, LUMPOKASA
obHa>keHHas cTenb N 0bwnpHble obHa)KeHHble cafbl Bbi3Basin B Mepu Takoe 4yBCTBO,
Kak OyaTO BO BCEM CBETE HMKOIo He 0CTasioCb, KpoMe Hee ogHon. Ecnm 6bl oHa Obina
NackoBbliM pebeHKOM, KOTOpPbIN MPUBbLIK K TOMY, 4TObObI ero ntobunu, To oHa 6bl CUABHO
3aTOCKOBasa, HO faxke yrpiomasa Mepu yyscTBoBasa cebs 3abpolieHHON, n Becenas
KpacHorpyzasa NTu4ka Bbi3Basia Ha ee XMypOM JINLLE HEYTO NoXoxKee Ha YyJiblbKy.

OHa cTosila 1 caylana NTUYKY, Noka Ta He yneTena. MTUYka 3Ta BOBCE He noxoauna
Ha NTuu B IHAUM 1 04eHb NoHpaBunack Mepu. OHa noayMana o TOM, YBUAUT K ee
elle Korga-Hnbyab. bbITb MOXXeT, OHa »XWia B TAUHCTBEHHOM CaZly M XOPOLUO 3Hasa



ero!

Mepwu, BEPOATHO, MOTOMY TakK MHOIo AyMaJsia O 3anyLeHHOM caje, 4To el Hevyero
OblN0 genatb. B Hen NpoCcHYI0Ch NOOBOMNbITCTBO, N el 3aX0TeNoCb BUAETb, 4TO 3TO 3a
can. Novyemy muctep Apumbanba KpaseH 3apbin Kao4d? Ecnam oH Tak nobun ceoto
>KeHy, noyemMy OH Tak HeHaBuaen ee can? OHa nogymasa O TOM, YBUAUT JIM OHa
Korga-Hmbyab muctepa KpaseHa, 1 pelwunsa, 4To ecav yBuauT, TO OH e He
MOHPABUTCS, OHa eMy TOXKEe He MOHPAaBUTCS, U OHa ByOoeT CTOATb U CMOTPETb Ha Hero,
He roBOpPS HU CJI0BA, AaXKe eC/In el CTPaLIHO 3ax04eTCs CPOCUTb ero, No4Yemy oH
chenian Takyl CTPAaHHYIO LUTYKY.

«f1 HUKOr4a He HPaBJOChL NI OAM, N IOV HE HPaBATCA MHe, - moAyMana oHa. - N 4
HUKOrga He ymMmena roBopuTb Tak, Kak aetn MoppucoHa. OHu BCerpa ropopwuian, n
CMeAINCb, N LLyMeJin>».

OHa nogyMasa 0 KpaCcHOLlEenKe, Kak oHa 3anena 6yaTto paav Hee o4HON, WU, BCMIOMHUB
0 OepeBe, Ha KOTOPOM cuesna NTUYKa, oHa BHe3arnHoO OCTaHOBUIACh.

- MHe Ka)xeTcs, 3TO AepeBo pacTeT B TAaUHCTBEHHOM cafy, 9 yBepeHa B 3TOM, -
CKa3asia OHa. - TaM bblna cTeHa, HO He BbIN10 KaJINTKMN.

OHa BepHyJlaCb B NMepBbl (PPYKTOBLIM Caj 1 Hallsla TaM CTapuka, KOTOpbIA Konar
3emt0. OHa nooLsia, OCTaHOBUIIaCb BO3J1€ HEr0 N HECKOJIbKO MUHYT XOJI04HO
CcCMOTpesia Ha Hero.

OH He O6paTI/IJ'I Ha Hee BHUMaHWnA, n OHa HaKOHeL, 3arosopuyja Cc HUM.

- 9 6blna B OCTasIbHbIX CafaX, - CKa3asa OHa.

- Tebe HMYTO He NnomMeLlano, - 6p3ranMBO OTBETWUI OH.

- 41 3aWwna BO PPYKTOBbLIN Can.



- TaM y KanuTkn cobak HeT, - OTBETWJ OH.

- Ho Tam 6onblue HeT KanuTKnM B APYyron cag, - cka3ana Mepwu.

- B KakoW can? - crnpocus oH rpybo, Ha ceKyHAy nepecTaB KoNaTb.

- B TOT caf, no Apyryto CTOPOHY CTeHbI, - 0TBeTUIa Mepun. - TaM eCTb AepeBbs - 5
BUAEeNa Ux BEpXyLWKM. Ha 0AHOM M3 HUX cuAena NTUYKa C KpacHoOW rpyablo 1 nena.

K ee BeINKOMY YANBJIEHNIO, Bbipa>keHNe ero yrptoMoro o6BeTpeHHoro nmua Bapyr
nepemeHnnock. Mo nMuy MensneHHo pacrnonsnack yabibka, Ny CTaporo cagoBHUKaA
BOPYr CTaja COBCEM Apyrow Bua. Mepu Bopyr nogymana - n 3TO NOKa3anoCh en
CTPaHHbIM, - YTO YeJIOBEK BbIFNAAMT ropasfo sy4dlwe, Korga oH ynoibaetcs. MNpexae
OHa HMKOrga He nymana ob sTom.

CafnoBHUK BAPYr 06epHYCca B CTOPOHY (PPYKTOBOIro Cafa U Havyan CBUCTETb - TUXO U
HEeXXHO. Mepn HMKaK He MOra NMOHATb, Kak TakoWn YrpioMbll YesI0OBEK MOI U3[4aBaThb
TakKune nackarouwme 3ByKu.

B cnenytoLyto MUHYTY NPOU30LLJIO HEYTO yansmuTenbHoe. OHa yCabillana MArknm
LUeNecT KPblJIbEB B BO3AyXe - 3TO JieTeNla K HAM NMTUYKa C KpacHon rpyabto. OHa
ycenacb Ha bosbwon rnsibe 3emnn, o4eHb 6IM3KO K HOre cagoBHUKA.

- BOoT oHa, - N1acKoBO CKa3a/l CAf0BHUK U CTajl FOBOPUTb C MTUYKOWN, TOYHO C
pebeHkoM. - Tbl rae 6bina, ManeHbkasa nonpolarnka? - ckasan oH. - 1 Tebsa ToNbKOo
cerogHsa yesupen!

MNTnYKa HaKNoOHWMa rosIoBKY Habok 1 rnsgena NPsSMo Ha Hero ceomm bnecTawmm
r1a3oM, NOXOXKUM Ha KarnesnbKy 4YepHomn pockl. OHa, Ka3asnocb, HNYYyTb He 6osanack, OHa
npbirana v 6eICTPo Aonbmnna KJAKBOM, OTbICKMBAsA CEMeHa U HacekoMbIX. B cepaue
Mepu LeBenbHYJIOCb KaKoe-TO CTPaHHOEe YyBCTBO, MOTOMY 4YTO NMTUYKa Oblnia Takas
Beceslas n KpacmBasa M Kasasnacb HacToswen ocobon. Y Hee Bb1s10 MasieHbKOe ToJICTOe
Tenbue, TOHEHbKUN KJIIOB U TOHEHbKNE CTPOMNHbIE HOXKMN.

- OHa BCcerga npwuseTaeT, Korga Bbl ee 30BeTe? - NOYTU WWEeNoToM cnpocusa Mepw.



- [a, no4Tn BCerpa. 51 3Hato ee C Tex Nop, Kak oHa bblsla MaNeHbKNM NTeHYNKOM. OHa
BblJlIeTesla U3 rHe3fa B ApYyroM cajy, 1 Korga B NepBbiv pa3 nepesietena Yepes CTeHy,
TO 6bina camwkom cnaba, 4Tobbl yneteTb Ha3afd, B 3T HECKOJIbKO OHEN Mbl U
noapyXunmcb. Korga oHa onATb yseTesia No Apyryt CTOPOHY CTEHbl, BCe OCTaJlbHble
NTULbI Y>XXe MOKUHYNN FHe340; OHa OCTajlaCb COBCEM OfHAa N BEPHYJlaCb KO MHe.

- Y10 370 3a NnTN4Ka? - cnpocusa Mepwu.

- A Tbl He 3Haewb? 3TO MAJINHOBKA, J1ackoBas, NtobonbiTHaa NTUYKa. OHM NOYTU Tak
»Ke NaCKoBbl, Kak cobayku, ecnm ToNbKo yMeTb C HUMUA obxoanTbCA. nOCMOTpI/I-Ka, KaK
OHa TYT POETCA N nornaabliBae€T Ha Hac! OHa 3HaeT, YTO Mbl 0 Hen FOBOpI/IM!

N cTapuk c ntoboBb0 U FOPAOCTHIO MOCMOTPEN HA KPAaCHOrpyAyo NTUYKY.

- N niobonbiTHa »XKe oHa, - NPOAO0J/IXKaJl OH CO CMEXOM, - BCeraa sBaseTcs NoCMOTPETb,
4TO A caxkato. OHa Bce 3T0 3HaeT. Muctep KpaBeH HU4yTb 06 3TOM He 3aboTuTCsa. 3TO
OHa r/1aBHbIN Caf0BHUK.

MNTnyka npogos»Kana npbiraTe, yCEPAHO KJIIOA YTO-TO U MO BpeMeHaM norasabiBas Ha
HUX 0bomnx. Mepun KasanocCb, 4TO ee r1a3kn, MNOXoXXne Ha Kanam YepHoOWm pochl,
CMOTpenn Ha Hee ¢ 6onbwNM NIO6ONLITCTBOM, Kak By4TO OHa XoTesila MO3HaKOMUTbLCHA
C Hen nobnmxe. B cepaue Mepu WeBesIbHYJI0Cb Kakoe-TO CTpaHHOEe YyBCTBO.

- A KyZia ynetenu oCTaJibHble NMTeHUbI? - cripocuia Mepwu.

- HenssecTHO. CTapsble NTULbl BbITAaJIKUBAOT UX U3 rHe34a U y4YaT UX neTtaTb, U BCe
OHW 04YeHb CKOPO pa3sieTaloTCA B pa3Hble CTOPOHbI. A 3Ta BOT Obina YMHWUa 1 MNMOHANaA,
4YTO OHa OOWMNHOKa.

Mepw nogoluna nobnmxe K NTmue n NMPpMCTaJZibHO nornanena Ha Hee.

- 9 oAMHOKa, - CKa3aJla OHa.

Mepwu npexxne He NoHMMana, 4To UMEHHO 3TO M Aeslaslo ee TakKoW KUCI0N U CepanTon;
OHa, Ka3aJ10Cb, NOHSAJIA 3TO TOJIbKO TOrAa, Korga nornsgesa Ha NTUYKY, a NTUYKaA Ha
Hee.



CTapbll Cafo0BHUK CABUHYJ WAMNKy CO CBOEN J1bICOW roJsI0Bbl U C MUHYTY CMOTpPEN Ha
Mepwu.

- 3TO Tbl - AeBoYka n3 NHQnn? - cnpocusa oH.

Mepw KuBHYyIa.

- HeyanBunTenbHO, 4TO Thl OONHOKA, - CKa3as OH.

OH CHOBa Ha4asl KonaTb, BCa)KMBas 3acTyn ryboKo B XXUPHYIO YepHYto 3eMJIto, a
NTUYKa BCE Npbiraja BOKPYr Hero ¢ 03abo4eHHbIM BUAOM.

- Kak Bac 30ByT? - cnpocuna Mepwu.

OH BbINpaAMUICS, 4yTObObI OTBETUTL EN.

- beH YaTepcTadd, - ckazan oH n notoM gobaBnna C KUCNOW ynblibKon: - A Toxxe
OAWHOK, KOorga ee HeT co MHon! - OH TKHY MasbLEM MO HanpaB/EHMUIO K MTUYKE. -
OHa MO eANHCTBEHHbIN OPYT.

- Ay MeHsi COBCEM HET Apy3en, - Ckasana Mepu, - n HUKorga mnx He 6b1s10. Mosa ans He
nobuna MeHA, N 9 HUKOrga HU C KEM He urpana.

NopKLwnpubl 06bIKHOBEHHO 04eHb OTKPOBEHHO BbICKa3blBAIOT CBOW MbIC/W, @ CTapbIl
BeH 6b11 HacToALMI NOpPKLUMpEL,

- Tbl N 9 04EHb MOXOXWN APYr Ha ApYyra, - CKa3aj OH. - Mbl C TOOOW BbITKaHbI N3 TeX Xe
cambix HUTen. Oba Mbl Hekpacumsbl, 1 06a Ha CaMOM fesfie Tak XXe KUCJIbl, Kak
BbIrNA4AUM. bblock 06 3aknag, 4To y Hac 0bomx OANHAKOBO CKBEPHbLIA XapaKTep.

970 6bI10 AOBOJILHO MPAMO U pe3kKo, a Mepu JIEHHOKC HUKOria B XXM3HW He CJblana
npasabl 0 cebe. Cnyrn B NHAnM BCcerga npekNoHsAINCb U NOAYUHSAINCE, 4TO Bbl C HUMMK
HY genann. O cBOEN HapPY>XHOCTK OHa BooOLLE HMKOrAa He AyMasa, HO Tenepb en
npulia B rojIOBY MbIC/lb, AENCTBUTENIbHO JI OHA TaK HEMpuBJIEKaTe IbHA, Kak 1 beH,
n 6bl1 N Yy HEE TAaKOW XXe KNCbIN BUL TeNEPb, KakK U A0 NOSABJEHUS NTUYKK. En cTano
He no cebe.



Bnn3 Hee BApPYr pa3ganack ACHas, YMCTas Tpesb, U oHa bbiIcTpo obepHynack. OHa
CTOsi1a B HECKOJIbKMX Larax oT Mosiogon A610HM, Ha 04HON N3 BETBEN KOTOPOW
ycenacb MaJIMHOBKa W HaYasa neTb. beH paccmesancs.

- [loyemy oHa 3anena? - cnpocuna Mepu.

- OHa pewwnna nogpyXxmnTbcsa ¢ Tobon, - oteeTun beH. - Tbl en, BUAHO, NpuULLAachk Mo
HpaBy!

- 9?7 - BOCKNIMKHYNa Mepu n warHyna nobnmxe Kk a6noHe, rnana Hagepx. - Xo4ewb
NOAPYXMUTbCS CO MHOM? - CKa3aJla OHa NTuue, Kak byaTo roBopuia C HesI0OBEKOM. -
Xoyewb?

OHa cKa3afna 3To He CBOUM 06bI4YHbIM YOMOPHLIM TOHOM N HE NOBENINTESIbHbLIM
KNHONNCKUM>» TOHOM, HO TaK HEXHO N JTAaCKOBO, YTO CTapbin beH 6bla Tak xe
N3yMJIEH, KaK WU OHa, KOrga Brepsble yCsblllana, Kak OH CBUCTal.

- KaK Thl 3TO XOPOLLO 1 JTACKOBO CKa3aJsia, - BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, - KaK OyZITO Tbl U B CAMOM
nene pebeHokK, a He YoropHas cTapyxa. Thl roBopwuia NMoYTU Tak e, Kak JUKOH
rOBOPUT CO CBOMMU OAUKUMU NtoBMMLLAMN B CTENMN.

- A Bbl 3HaeTe [InkoHa? - cnpocuna Mepu, 6bICTPO 06EpPHYBLLUNCH K HEMY.

- Ero Bce 3HatoT. [IMKOH XoOUT noBciofy. a)ke arofbl U LiBeThbl ero 3HatoT. 4 gymato,
4TO eMy JINCULbI MOKa3bIBaAlOT, rAe Ux AeTeHbIWN, N )XaBOPOHKW OT HEero He npadvyT
rHesn.

Mepu o4eHb XOTENOCh 3a4aTh elle HECKOJIbKO BOMNPOCOB. B Hell 3aroBoOpusIo Takoe xe
nto6oNbITCTBO MO OTHOLLEHWIO K [INKOHY, Kak 1 Mo OTHOLUEHUIo K 3abpolleHHoMY caay.
Ho B 3Ty MUHYTY MaJIMHOBKA, KOTOpas nepecTasa NeTb, TPAXHYA KPblJbILLKAMW,
pacnpasuia ux u ynertena.

- OHa nepeneTenia NO Ty CTOPOHY CTeHbl! - BOCKNIMKHY1a Mepu, cnens 3a ee
rnonetom. - OHa nosneTena Bo PPyKTOBbIN Caf... @ TENEPb OHa Yy>XKe 3a BTOpou
CTEHOW... B TOM cafy, rae HeT KaanTku!



- OHa TaM XUBET, - CKa3aJ CTapbiii beH, - TamM OHa BbllynNnaach U3 anua rae-Hnbyab
MeXXYy PO30BbIMU KyCTaMW.

- A TaM eCTb pO30Bble KYyCTbI? - cnpocuna Mepwu.

beH cHOBa B34/1CA 3a 3aCTyn M HavyaN KomnaTb.

- BblnW... OecsTb NeT ToMy Ha3af, - NpobopMoTan oH.

- 41 bbl XOTena ux BnaeThb, - CKazana Mepu. - e 3eneHada Kanntka? 'oe-HMbyab Beab
[OJIKHa ObITb KannTkal

BeH cyHyn 3acTyn rnyboko B 3eMJ1t0, U BUA Y HErO CTaJl TaKol Xe Heapy>KestobHbIn,
KaK 1 B NepBylo MUHYTY, Korga Mepwu ysuaena ero.

- bblna... necaTb neT ToOMy Ha3ap, a Tenepb ee HeT, - CKa3a OH.

- HeT kanutkun! - BockNnkHyna Mepu. - OHa foJ1>KHa bbITb!

- HeT ee, N HUKTO ee He MOXXeT HaNTU, N HUKOIo 3TO He KacaeTcs. A Tbl He Byab
Ha4oea/INBOM N HE CyN CBOEro Hoca, Kyaa He Hago! Hy, MHe Tenepb Hago paboTaTsb.
Ctynan cebe nrpatb; y MeHs 6onblue HET BpeMeHN!

N oH nepecTan KonaTb, BCKUHY 3aCTyM Ha MJje4yo n oToLles, He B3rJIsHyB Ha Hee 1«
ha>Xe He MPOoCTUBLLUNC.

MnaBa VI

Ha nepBbix nopax oaunH AeHb Obl MOX0X Ha Apyron ans Mepwu JleHHOKC. Kaxpoe
yTPO OHa npockinanacbk B CBOEN KOMHaTe C TKaHbiMu ob6osamu n Bugena MapTy,
CTOSIBLUYIO HA KOJIEHAX BO3J1I€ KAMUHAa, YTOObl pa3BeCcTn OroHb; KaX4oe yTpo OHa



3aBTpaKaJia B CBOEN «AEeTCKON», rae e HevyeM BbI10 pa3ByeybCa, N KaXKabll AeHb
rnocJsie 3aBTpaka OHa CMOTpPeNa B OKHO, Ha OBLLIMPHYIO CTenb, KOTOpas packnibiBanacb
BO BCE€ CTOPOHbI N CaiMBasnacb C FOPU3OHTOM; MOCMOTPEB HEKOTOPOE BPEMS, OHa
npuxoansa K 3aKJIl04EHUI0, YTO, eC/IN OHa He BbINAET, en npuaeTcs cunaetb be3
BCSAKOro gesna, U No3TOMYy OHa BbIXxogwuna.

Yepes3 HECKOJIbKO AHEN, NPOBeAEHHbIX MOYTU UCKIIOYNTENBHO Ha CBEXXEM BO3YXE,
OHa NPOCHYIaCb OAHAXAbl YTPOM O4YeHb roslogHas. YCeBLIMCh 3aBTPakaTb, OHa YXKe
He OTTOJIKHYJ1a YalluKK C Npe3puTesibHbIM BUAOM, HO Cpa3y B3siJla JIOXKKY U CTasla eCTb;
efla OHa [0 Tex Mop, NoKa Yallka He cTasia NyCcTomn.

- Tbl OT/INYHO CMipaBUIaChb C 3TUM CerofHs, - ckasana MapTa.

- CeronHs 310 6bI710 04EeHb BKYCHO, - CKa3asla Mepu, caMa HEMHOI 0 YNBJIEHHAS.

- DTO CTenHoW Bo3ayx naeT Tebe anneTuT, - CKa3ana MapTa. - Tbl cCHacTMBULA:

y Tebsi He TOJIbKO anneTuT eCTb, HO 1 eda. A y Hac B KOTTeO)Ke - ABeHaAuaTb
4esIoBEK - Y BCEX »KeNlyOKW, a NOJIOXKNTb B HUX HeYvero. Tbl Urpai Ha BO3AyXe KaXkAbli
LeHb N He Byfelb Takas XenTas.

- 4l He urpato, - ckasasna Mepu. - MHe He4yeM UrpaThb.

- Heyem urpaTb! - BOCKNIMKHY1a MapTa. - Hawu geTun urpatoT NpyTbaMu, KaMeLllKaMu,
BberatoT, Kpu4yaT, CMOTPAT Ha BCE KPYroMm.

Mepwn He Kpun4yana, HO ToXe CTaJla paccMaTpuBaTb BCe; bosblue el Hevero 6b1s10
nenaTtb. OHa obxoamnna BoKpyr canos, 6poamna no nopoxkkam napka. MIHorga oHa
NCKasna cTaporo beHa, N XO0TS HECKOJIbKO pa3 Buaesna ero 3a paboTon, HO OH ObiN UK
C/IVLLIKOM 3aHST, U CAULLKOM YyrptoM, 4Tob nornanetb Ha Hee. OAHa)KAbl, KOrAa oHa
HanpaBuiacCb K HEMY, OH MOJHS CBOW 3aCTyM U OTBEPHYJICS, Kak By1TO Hapo4HoO.

Yalle BCero oHa rysssia rno TPONMHKE BO3/1€ CTEHbI, OKpYy>XaBLlen caabl. Mo obe
CTOPOHbI TPOMUHKK BbIIN HE3aCa>KeHHble KNYMObl, @ CTEHbl 3apPOC/IN MNYCTbIM MJIIOLLOM.
B o4HOM MecTe BblOLWasACsa TEMHO-3e/ieHas nnucTBa bbina ocobeHHO rycTa, kak 6yaTo
3a Hel fonroe BpeMsi HUKTO He MpucMaTpuBal.



CnycTs HECKONIbKO OHen nocne BCcTpeyn ¢ beHom Mepu 3ameTuna 3To 1
OCTaHOBMNACb, YAMBAAACL, No4eMy 3TO Tak. OHa CTosi1a U CMOTpeNna Ha BETKY
naowa, Ka4yaBLUyoCsa OT BeTpa, Kak BAPYr npen Hen 61eCHY10 4TO-TO KpacHoe n
NOCNbIWAN0Ch 3BY4HOE YNpUKaHbe. Ha cTeHe cnaena MaJMHOBKa cTaporo beHa,
rnansa BHU3, C BbITAHYTON LLENKON N HAaKJIOHEHHON HaboK rofI0BKO.

- O! 310 Thl! - KpUKHYNa Mepu, N el HNYYTb HE NOoKa3anoCb CTPAHHbIM, YTO OHa
3aroBopusa C NTUYKON, Kak ByaATO Ta MOria NMOHATb ee NN OTBETUTHL en.

MNTUYka OENCTBUTENbLHO OTBETUIA eli: OHa 3allebeTana u 3anpbirana, Kak 6yarto
pacckasbliBaja el 0 4eM-To. Mepu 3acMesniacb, U Korga NTudka NycTuiacb neTeTb
BAOJIb CTEHbI, OHa Nobe)xana 3a Hel. beaHas ManeHbKas Mepu - Xyaas, xentas u
HeKpacuBas, OHa B 3Ty MUHYTY Ka3aslaCb MOYTU KPaCcKBOW.

- 94 mobnto Tebsl! - KpMKHYNa OHa U Aa)ke NonbiTajslaCb 3aCBUCTaTb, YEro BOBCE He
yMerna aenaTb. Ho NTMYKa Ka3afnacb BMoJsiHE AOBOJIbHON: OHa TOXKE CTaJla CBUCTAaThb B
OTBET N HAaKOHeL, pacrnpaBuB KpblJibS, CMENO B3JieTesla Ha BEPLUMHY AepeBa, ycenacb
TaM 1 rPOMKO 3anena.

OTO HanoMHwWo0 Mepwn TOT AeHb, KOrAa OHa BrepBble yBuaesa NTu4Ky. Toraa nTnyka
Kayvanacb Ha BeplinHe gepesa, a Mepu cTosna Bo PpyKTOBOM casy. Tenepb OHa bbina
C APYron CTOPOHbI (PpYKTOBOIro caga n CTosisla Ha TPOMNUHKe BO3J1e CTeHbl, 32 KOTOPOU
BMWOHENOCh TO K& CaMoe OepeBo.

- OTO0 TOT cajl, B KOTOPbLIA HENb3s BOMTU, - CKa3asla OHa caMoli cebe. - 3To cag 6e3
KaJINTKW, N TaM XUBET NTUYKa. Kak Bbl MHE XOTeN0Cb MOCMOTPETb, YTO TaM Takoe!

OHa obolusia BOKPYr CTEHbI, TWaTe/lbHO OCMaTpuBas ee, n ybeamnacb, 4TO KaJIMTKU B
Hen He Oblno.

- 9TO 04Y€eHb CTPAHHO, - CKa3aJla OHa. - beH ckasas, YTO KaJINTKN HET, N ee TaKun HeT.
Ho pecsiTb neT ToMy Ha3apg 6bina KannTKa, MOTOMY YTO MUCTEP Kp3aBeH 3apbll K04 B
3eMI10.



Bce 3T0O fasio CTONBKO NULLK ee yMY, YTO OHa 3anHTepecoBasiacb N pewunna, 4YTo He
>XaseeT 0 TOM, 4TOo npuexana B MuccenbTyanT-MaHop. B UHonm en Bcerga 6110
YKAapKO, U OHa BCerfa 4yBCTBOBaJ1a TakKyl UCTOMY, YTO HUYEM He Morfa
3auHTepecoBaTbCA. CBEXUW CTENHOW BETEp TOYHO cAyBal MayTUHY C ee MaJIeHbKOro
MO3ra U HEeCKOJIbKO OXKUBNAN ee.

OHa no4Tn BeCb OEHb npoBeJsia Ha CBeXXeM BO34yXe 1, KOraa ceJla Y XMHaTb Be4epom,
Oblsla 04eHb ronogHas, COHHas u HyBCTBOBaJla MPUATHYIO YCTaJIOCThb.

OHa He paccepawnnacb, korga MapTta Ha4dana 6ontaTb, U YyBCTBOBAJIa, YTO €M Aa)Ke
MPUATHO CNyLLATb €e; HaKOHeL, OHa pewnia 3a4aTb e O4WH BOMNPOC. 3ajasia OHa ero
rnocsie y>X1nHa, YCEBLUNCb Ha KOBpe npen KaMUHOM.

- Moyemy munctep KpaBeH Tak He ntobuT 3TOT caa? - cnpocusa oHa.

OHa 3acTaBuna MapTy oCcTaTbCsa Nochne yxuHa, n MapTa He npoTuBuiack. OHa 6bina
O4YeHb M0J1I04a, NPUBLIK/IA K XXWU3HU B KOTTeO)xe, NosiHoM bpaTbeB 1 cecTep, 1 en
OblN1I0 04EHb CKYYHO BHU3Y, B OFPOMHON NoACKoW. MapTa ntobunna NnorosopuTb, a 3Ta
CTpaHHaa OeBOYKa, KoTopas xuna B UHOAUM 1 nMena 4YepHbIx cayr, 6bina gns MapThl
ocobeHHO nNpuBeKkaTeNbHON HOBUHKOMN.

MapTa ycenacb Ha KOBpe Y KaMUHa, He 00XXNAaACb NpuUrialleHuns.

- Tbl BCe ewe gymaewb 06 3TOM cafe? - cnpocusa oHa. - Tak A 1 3Hana. To e camoe
OblN10 U CO MHON, KOrga s BrepBble ycabiwasna 06 3ToMm.

- [loyeMy OH ero Tak HeHaBugen? - Hactamsana Mepwn.

MapTa nog)<ana nof cebs Horm n ycenacb noynobHen.

- Mocnywain-Ka, Kak BeTep BOET BOKPYr AOMa, - CKa3aJia oHa. - Tbl Obl Tenepb He
MOTJ1a YCTOSATb Ha HOorax, ecnv 6bl BbilLIa B CTenb!



- lNMo4emy e OH ero Tak HeHasBungen? - ondaTb cripocusia Mepun. OHa xoTena y3HaTb
3TO, pa3 MapTa ToXe 3Hana.

Mepwu CcTana BblK/aabiBaTb Npen Hen CBON 3anac cBeaeHun.

- MOMHW, - cKa3ana oHa, - Muccmc Mennok npukasana He pa3rosapusaTb 06 3TOM.
30eCb eCTb MHOroe, 0 YeM Hesb35 pa3roBapmBaTb. TaKOBbl MPUKa3aHUa MUcTepa
KpageHa. OH roBOpuT, 4TO €ro Hec4acTbs - He Hawe geno. Ecnn 6bl He 3TOT caf, OH
6bl He 6b11 TakMM. 2T0 6bin cag Muccuc KpaseH; ero pa3bunnm, Korga oHu TOJSIbKO YTO
noBeH4Yanncb. OHa o4eHb Nobuna 3ToT cal, N OHM BMeCTe yXa)KMBaJin 3a UBeTaMu; HA
OOHOro CafloBHUKa He nyckanu Tyaa. Muctep KpaseH € XXeHon yxoaunm Tyaa,
3aTBOPSAAM 3a COBOM KaTKY U LefibiIM/ YacaMu CUAENN TaM, pa3roBapmseas 1 Yyntas.

OHa 6bls1a MosnlogeHbkas, coBceM geBoyka! B cafly CTos10 CTapoe OepeBo C COrHYTOM
BeTBblO, BpoLe ckaMmenkun. OHa nocagunia BOKPYr Hero po3sbl 1 BCcerga cmaena Ha 3Ton
BeTBn. O4HaXKabl, KOrga oHa TaMm cuzesna, BeTBb CJ/loMaJlaCb, OHa ynaJja Ha 3eMJIto U
Tak CUIbHO ywunbnacb, 4TO Ha3aBTpa yMepna.

[oKTopa aymManu, 4To OH conpeT c yMa 1 ToXe ympeT. [103TOMY-TO OH TaK HEHaBuauT
3TOT cag. C tex nop Tyda HNKTO He 3axoaunsi, h OH HNKOMY He MO3BOJIdeT OaxXe
roBOpuUTb O HEM.

Mepu 6onblle He 3agaBana BonpocoB. OHa CMOTpesia Ha KpacHoe naaMs n
npucayLwmnBanach K BOKO BETPaA, KOTOPLIA 3aBblBaJl BCE FpOMYe.

B 3Ty MUHYTY C HEl NPOUCXOANSIO HEYTO OYEHb XopoLlee. ITO Cy4anoch C HE y)Xe B
4YeTBepThIN pa3 c Tex Nop, Kak oHa npuexana. Mepsoe 6bIIO TO, KOrAa el NoKa3anoch,
4YTO OHa MOHANIa MaJIMHOBKY, @ MAaJINHOBKA ee; BTOPOoe, YTO OHa 6erana Ha cBexem
BO34yXe, NOKa He pa3ropeniacb €e KPoBb; TPETbE, YTO OHA BMEPBLIE B XKU3HU
NcnbiTasla HaCTOALWLNIA FON0A; YeTBepPToe, KOrAa OHa MoHsAMA, YTO 3HAYUT NOXKaleTb
KOro-HMbyab. OHa aenana ycnexu.

Mpucnywmneasnchb K BOKO BeTpa, OHa CcTaJsla NpUCcywmnBaThCs ewe K 4emy-1o. OHa He
3HaNa, 4TO 3TO ObINIO, NOTOMY YTO CHaYasia ef4Ba MOorsa OT/IMYUTb 3TO OT 3aBbiBaHUS
BeTpa. 3T0o 6blN1 CTPaHHLIN 3BYK - Ka3asocCb, byaTo roe-to naakan pebeHok. NHoraa
CaMbl 3BYK BeTpa noxoausa Ha nnadv pebeHka; Ho Mepu ckopo pa3obpana, 4To 3BYK
pasfaBaJsics B JOoMe, a He BHe aoma. OH pa3faBasica rae-To O4eHb AaleKo, HO BHYTpU
noma. OHa obepHynacb 1 nocmoTpesna Ha MapTy.



- Tbl CAbIWNLWb, KaK KTO-TO MJla4eT? - CKa3aJia OHa.

MapTa BOApPYr CMyTuUIachk.

- HeT, - oTBeTW/1a OHaA, - 3TO BeTep. DTO UHOrAa KakeTcHd, Kak 6y,EI,TO KTO-TO
3a6ny1:u/|r|c;| B CTENnM " rnNJia4vyeT.

- Ho nocnywan, - ckasana Mepu. - 3To rae-To B IOME, B 0AHOM U3 3TUX OJIMHHbIX
KOPWUA0pPOB.

B 3Ty MUHYTY rae-To BHU3Y, O4EBUAHO, OTKPbIZIM ABEPb: CUJIbHbIN BETEP BOPBAJICA B
Kopuaoop, N ABepb KOMHaTbl, FAe OHW CUAEeNn, C TPeckoM oTBopuiack. Obe oHK
BCKOYMUJIN Ha HOMM, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT CBET MNorac, 1 3ByK nJjaya rnpoHeccs rno
Kopuaopy, 6onee SBCTBEHHbIN, YeM Npexae.

- BoT! Cnbiwmnwb! - ckaszana Mepu. - 4 Tebe rosopuna! 3To KTO-TO naadveT, U 3TO He
B3POCJIbIN YEesI0BEK.

MapTa nogbexxana K ABepu, 3aTBOPUJIA €€ N MOBEPHYJIA KJIOY; HO NpeXXAe YeM OHa
ycrnena caenaTb 3To, 06e oHM yChbilaan, Kak B 04HOM U3 KOPMAOPOB C LLIYMOM
3aXJI0MHYaCb ABEPb, 1 MOTOM BCE CTUXJI0; Aa)Ke BETep Ha HECKOIbKO CEKYHA
nepecTtan BblThb.

- 2T0 Bbln1 BETEP, - YNPAMO CKasasa MapTa. - A eCcim He BeTep, TO MaJieHbKas
cynoMmonka, beTTun. Y Hee uenbii geHb 6onenun 3yoHbi.

Kakoe-To CTpaHHOe 3aMellaTeNIbCTBO B ee MaHepax 3acTaBuio Mepu NnpucTanbHO
B3rnaAHyTb Ha Hee. E nokasanock, 4TO MapTa He roBOpuUT NpaBabl.

MnaBa VII



Ha cnenywowmin geHb 00XKAb 1WA TNBMS, U KOraa Mepu BbIrIsHy1a U3 OKHa, CTenwu
NoYTN He BUAHO OblN0 N3-3a Ceporo TyMaHa. B Takon aeHb Henb3sa 6blN10 BbINTK.

- YTo Bbl flenaeTe B BalleM KOTTeO)Ke, Korga naet Takom JoXXAb? - CNpocusia OHa
MapTy.

- CTapaemcs He nonacTb Apyr Apyry nog Horu, - oteetusia MapTa. - Beab Hac Tak
MHoro! MaTb o4eHb fobpas, HO 1 OHa TepsaeT TepneHue. CTapLlive 4eTn yxoaaTt
nrpaTb B xneB. A [INKOH He obpallaeT HUKAKOro BHUMaHMA Ha A0XAb - OH BCE PaBHO
YyXOOAWUT, KaK U B CONTHEYHbIN AeHb. OH rOBOPUT, 4TO B A0XXAb BUOUT BCE TO, YTO He
MOKa3blBAaeTCHA B ACHYIO noroay.

Pa3 OH Hallen ManeHbKY JIMCUYKY, KOTOpas YyTb HE YTOHY/1a B CBOEWN HOpE, U
npuHec ee A4OMOW 3a Na3yxomn, 4Tobbl oTorpeTb ee. CTapyto nucy younm Henoganeky,
a HOpPY 3aTOMWUJI0, N OCTaJIbHble AeTeHbIWN YTOHYNU. OHa elle 1 Ternepb y Hero.

A elle pa3 OH Hallen MasieHbKYI BOPOHY, TOXE NMpUHEC 4OMOW U Npupy4mnna ee. 30ByT
ee Ca)ka, MOTOMY 4TO OHa O4YeHb YepHas, U OHa MNOBCKOAY CKa4veT U sieTaeT c/ieoM 3a
HUM.

K 3ToMy BpeMeHn Mepu y>xe nepecTtasa 0OTHOCUTBLCA HeapyXetobHO K haMuibsapHbIM
pa3sroBopaM MapTbl. OHa ga)ke CTasla HaxoAUTb NX UHTEPECHBIMU U XXanesna, Koraa
MapTa yxoauna. Pacckasbl ee ali3, Korga oHa »xuna B IHAUW, COBEPLLEHHO He
NoXxo4uan Ha pacckasbl MapTbl 0 CTEMNHOM KOTTEOXKE, rie B YeTbipex KOMHaTax
NoMeLlasioCb YeTbipHaALATb YesI0BEK, KOTOpble HAKOrAa He Haefdancb AoChITa.

- Ecnnm 6 y meHs Bbina nincnydka nam BopoH, 8 6el Moraa urpaTtb C HUMK, - CKa3asa
Mepwu, - HO Y ME@HS HUYero Her.

- Tbl BA3aTb YMeewWwb? - cnpocuna MaprTa.

- HeT! - cka3ana Mepw.

- AWwnTb ymeewsb?

- HeT!



- A4ntaTb ymMeewsb?

- [a.

- Tak no4yemMy Xe Tbl HE YMTaelb WX He NOYYMNLLILCA CKNaablBaTb?

- Y MeHS HeT KHUr, - cKa3asa Mepu. - Te, 4To y MeH4 Bblnn, ocTanucsk B NHOann.

- OYeHb Xanb! - ckazana MapTa. - Ecnm 6 muccmnc Meanok nossonnna Tebe BoNTU B
onbnmoteky! Tam Tbica4a KHUT!

Mepwu He cnpocuna, rge noMmewanacb 6ubnnoTeka, NOTOMy 4TO B rosioBe ee bnecHyna
HoBas MbiCNb. OHa pewunsaa cama oTbiCKaTb BubnnoTeky. Mbicab 0 Muccmuc Megnok
HNYYTb He cMyWwana ee. Muccnc Megnok No4YTyM BCcerga cuaesa B CBOEW YIOTHOW
KOMHaTe BHU3Y. B 3TOM CTpaHHOM AoMe NMoYTU HUKOro He 6b1s10 BUOAHO, KpoMe CAyr,
KOTOpble B OTCYTCTBME rOCNoANHA XU JOBOJIbHOW XXN3HbIO B HU)KHEM 3Taxe, rae
rnomMewlasiaCb OrpOMHas KyXHS, yBellaHHasa bnecTawen meagHom n 0J1I0BSIHHON
nocynon, n 6onbliasa cTosioBas onasa cayr.

Mepu perynspHo npucbiaianm 3asTpak, oben n y>xuH. MapTa npuciay>xmsana eun, HO
HUKOMY He 6bIs1I0 00 Hee HM Manenwero gena. Mmccmc Mepnok 3axoguna K Hel pas B
OEeHb NN B ABa OHS, HO HAKTO He cripawmsean Mepu, 4TO OHa AeflaeT, N HUKTO He
rOBOpPWJ €N, 4TO el Haao genaTtb. OHa AyMana, 4To 3TO, BEPOATHO, Obl1 aHF TUNCKUIA
06bl4al - Tak OTHOCUTBLCA K AeTaM. B IHOun en Bcerga npucay>xnBania ee ans,
KOTOopas Xxo4wusa c/iefoM 3a HeW 1 UCMOJIHAIA BCE ee XXeJlaHUA, U 04eHb 4acTo ee
obuwecTBo Hagoenano Mepu. Tenepb XXe HUKTO 3a HEN He XO4W, N OHa NpUy4Ynnach
ofeBaTbCs CaMa, NOTOMY 4YTO Ka)KAbl pa3, Korga oHa xotena, 4tobbl ee ogenn nnm
noganan 4To-HMbyab, y MapTbl 66171 Takon Bua, Kak 6yaTo oHa c4uTana Mepu o4eHb
rnyrnov u 6ecTonKoBon.

- Pa3Be y Tebsa yMa HeT? - cka3ana MapTa ofHaxXabl, Korga Mepu cTosna n xaana,
Nnoka oHa el HageHeT nepyaTku. - Hawa Clo3aH BABoe CMbllLneHee Tebs, a el Bcero
yeTblpe roga. MHoraa Thl KaXXeLbCs COBCEM JYMbILLIKON.

Mocne sToro Mepwu Lenbln Yac AOynacCb, HO 3TO 8036y,EI,VIJ'IO B HEM MHOI0 HOBbIX MbICJIEN.



Nocne Toro Kak MapTa noamMena v yuisia BHU3, Mepu elle 0KOI0 4eCATU MUHYT
CToss1la Yy OKHa; OHa Oblsla 3aHsATa TOM HOBOW MbIC/IbIO, KOTOPAsa siBUNacCb Yy Hee, Koraa
OHa ychbliwana o bubnmnoteke. 1o camonm 6ubnmoTekn en 6bino Mano gena, NOToMy
4YTO OHa YMTajla 04eHb MaJsio, HO Pa3roBOpP O HEM HAaMNOMHW el pacCka3 O COTHe
KOMHAaT C 3aTBOPEHHbIMM ABepsaMn. OHa AyMasa O TOM, Ha CaMOM JIN Aenie BCE OHWU
3anepTbl U 4TO 6bI OHa yBMAena, ecnu 66l MOraa BOMTU B OAHY U3 KOMHaT. Heyxxenun
nx 6blna coTHA? No4vyeMy Obl e He MONTU MOCMOTPETb, CKOJIbKO OHa Hac4YuTaeT?

Ee HMKOrga He y4Yuam cnpalineaTh NO3BOJIEHUSA cAeNaTh YTO-HMOYAb, OHa He 3Hana,
4YTO 3HAYUT aBTOPUTET, N €l He MOrla NPUNTU B FOJIOBY MbIC/Ib CIIPOCUTL NO3BOJIEHUS
Muccuc Mepnok, gaxe ecnu 6 oHa ee ysuaena.

OHa oTBOpWJa ABepPb, BbillJla B KOPUAOP U NycTuaacb 6poanTb. 3TO 6bl1 ANMHHBIN
KOpUAop, N3 KOTOPOro WK eLle ApYyrue; en NpuLLioCch NOAHATLCSA HA HECKOJIbKO
CTyneHen, NOTOM elle Ha HeCcKosbKo. Moecioay 6binn oBepu, ABEpPU, a Ha CTEHaX
BUCENN KapTUHbI. IHOrAa Ha HMUX 6bIn n306paXkeHbl CTPaHHbIE TeMHbIe NaHAWadThl,
HO no 6onbLen YacTn 3TO ObIIN MOPTPETLI MY>XXUYMH U A@aM B CTPaHHbIX MbILLHbIX
KOCTIOMax 13 aTnaca un bapxaTa.

CKOpO OHa o4yTusacb B OJIMHHOW ranepee, CTeHbl KOTOPOM BbIJIN CNJIOLWb YBELUAHbI
NOX0XUMK nopTpeTamMu. OHa HUKOrA4a He AyMala, 4TO UX MoXXeT BbITb Takoe
MHO>XeCTBO B O4HOM [lOMe.

OHa MefneHHO npoLlnack Nno ranepee, rnNaas Ha Jvua NOPTPETOB, KOTOPbIE CJIOBHO
rnsagenn Ha Hee. En Ka3anocb, oHM YOUBAAKOTCA, YTO AeBoYKa U3 NHOUM ovyTuiacb y
HNX B AOMe.

Tam 6bln n NMnOpPTPETHI neTen - 0eBoYeK B TSXKEeNbIX aTJACHbIX MAaTbAX, AOXOANBLUNX
0O CaMOro noJja, n MaJib4MKOB C AJIMHHbIMKN BOJIOCaMN, B KPYXXEBHbIX BOPOTHUKaX.

OHa Bcerpa octaHaBsJ/IMBaJslaCb y NOPTPETOB AeTen, AyMasa O TOM, KakK UxX 3Banu, Kyaa
OHW UCYHE3NN U MoYeMy HOCUJIN TaKyto CTpaHHyto ogexay. OanH nopTpeT nsobpaxkan
YOMOPHYIO HEKPACMBYIO IeBOYKY, MOXOXYIO0 Ha Hee caMy. Ha Hel Oblno 3eneHoe
rnaseToBoe njaaTbe, a Ha nasble cnaen 3eneHbin nonyran. Barnag y Hee 6611 oCTpbIn
1 NoBOMbITHBIN.



- Foe Tbl Tenepb XMBELWbL? - TPOMKO CKa3ana en Mepu. - 4 66l xoTena, 4Tobbl Thl ObiNa
Tenepb 34€eCh.

Hun ogHa oeBoOYKa, BEPOATHO, HUKOr4a He NpoBoAW/1a BPpeMs TakK CTPaHHO. En
Ka3aJ1oCb, 4TO BO BCEM rpOMagHOM AoOMe Oblsla TONIbKO OAHa OHa - MaJlIeHbKas
0eBOYKa B HepHOM rJiatbuue, 6p0,£l,I/IBLIJaFI BHU3 1 BBepX Nno jeCtHnuam, no WnpokKnm
ninm yskKmm Kopmaopam, rno KotTopbiM HNKTO, KpoMe Hee, HNKOTI a He XOoOWJl.

Ecnuv 66110 NOCTPOEHO CTOJIbKO KOMHAT, TO B HMUX, BEPOATHO, XXWUJIN NHOAN KOrAa-To, HO
Tenepb nosBctoay 6bIS1I0 Tak NYCTO, 4TO €N HE BEPUSIOCh, YTO 3TO MOrJo BbITb Tak Ha
camMoMm pgerne.

Korpa oHa pobpanacb A0 BTOPOro 3Taxka, en B34yMasioCb NOBEPHYTb PYyY4KYy O4HOW U3
nsepen. Bce neepun 6b1111 3aTBOPEHbDI, KaK enl ckasasna Mmccmc Mennok, 1 oHa B3sn1ach
3a py4Ky oHOM 1 noBepHysa ee. OHa HEMHOI 0 Ucnyrasacb, Korga no4yBCcTBOBasa,
4YTO py4YKa NOBEpHYJlaCb O4eHb JIErKo 1 4YTO NpuY NepBOM TOJIYKE caMa ABepb
MeLJIEHHO U TA>XKeNlo 0TBopuaachk. ITO Oblla MaccMBHasa ABepb, KOTOpas Besa B
bonbwyto cnanbH. Ha cTeHax bbln TKaHble 060K, a OKOJI0 CTeH cTos1a Mebesb C
WHKpYyCTauuen - Takas, Kakyro oHa 4YacTo Bmaana B Haun. LLUnpokoe OKHO ero
CBVHLOBbIM MepensieToM BbIX04Ws10 B CTernb, @ HaZlL KAMWHOM BUcCen eule oauH
NOpTPET YOMOPHON HEKPACMBON OEBOYKWN, KOTOpPas, Ka3anocCb, rnanena c 60?nbwmm
noboNbITCTBOM, YEM Npexae.

- BbbITb MOXXeT, OHa KOFﬂ,a-HI/I6yJJ,b cnana 3pechb, - ckasana Mepu. - OHa Tak cMOTpUT
Ha MeHSH, 4To A cebs HYBCTBYH KaK-TO CTPaHHO.

Moc/ie 3TOro oHa OTKPbI/a elle HECKOJIbKO ABepeit, NOTOM elle HEeCKOIbKO. OHa
BMAeJia CTOJIbKO KOMHAT, YTO Ha4yasla ycTaBaTbh U pelunna, YTo ux, BeposiTHO, bbina
COTHSA, XOTS OHa N He cYyUTaNa nx. Bo Bcex KoMHaTax Bbin cTapble KapTUHbBI UK
CcTapble TKaHble 0601 CO CTPAaHHbLIMU N3006PaXKEHUAMU, U MOYTU B KaXKA0W KOMHATe
Oblna cTpaHHas Mebenb N CTPaHHbIE YKpPaLLUeHUs.



B ooHOM KOMHaTe, MOX0oXKen Ha gaMmckun byayap, obou 6binm bapxaTHble, a B
LWKahynKe CTOAI0 OKOJI0O COTHU MasIEHbKUX CJIOHOB, BbITOYEHHbIX U3 CJIOHOBOW KOCTMW.
Bce oHUM Bbinn pa3nmMyHON BEANYUHBI, 'Y HEKOTOPbIX Ha CMUHaX BblM NanaHKMHbI NN
MOrOHLWWMKK. Mepun Bnaena Takme Belwmnyk B MHAMKW; OTKPbIB ABepb WKad4ynka, oHa
BCTaJla Ha MaJIeHbKYIO CKaMee4yKy N HaYvasa urpatb uMmun. Korga en 3To Hagoesno, oHa
paccTaBua CJIOHOB B Mpe)XXHeM nopsake v 3aTBopuia ABepb LWKad4imka.

BDO,EI,H no OJINHHbIM KOpunaopamMm n HeEXXMNJjbiIM KOMHaTaM, OHa He BuaeJsla H1 0gHOIro
XNBOro cyuiectBa, HO B 3TOWN KOMHaTe ero yBuaena.

Nocne Toro Kak oHa 3aTBOpuia ABepuy WKadymMKa, OHa yCbllasla KaKOW-TO JIerkKnm
wopox. OHa BCKOYMsIa U CTajsla ocCMaTpuBaTb CTOSABLUUA Y KAMWUHA OMBaH, OTKy4a 3TOT
LWopox chablwancsa. B yrny amesaHa nexkana bapxaTHasa nogylka, B kKotopon bbisia
Ablpa, @ U3 3TOW Oblpbl BbIrNA4blBasia KPOXOTHAsA rosioBKa € napow UcnyraHHbIX rnas.

Mepu 0CTOPOXXHO NoAoLLIIa NornaneTh. bnectauwme rnasa NpMHaAOIEXaN MaJleHbKOM
CEepOW MbILLIN, KOTOPasa NPorpbi3fa Ablpy B NOAYLLIKE N YCTPOUIa TaM Xube. Bo3ne
Hee JieXKasio WecTepo CrSAWnX MblilaT.

- Ecnun 6bl OHM He ncnyranuce, 9 6bl nx B3gsa ¢ cobon, - ckaszana Mepwu.

OHa Tak Jonro 6poanna No oMy, YTO O4eHb yCTasla U BepHynacb obpaTHoO. [1Ba-Tpu
pa3a oHa 3abnyannack, NOBEPHYB He Tyha, KyJa C/iefoBaJso, U el Npusiock bpoanTb
B3aj W Brepeg no Kopuagopam, Noka oHa He rnonasa B TOT, Kyla el Hafao 6bi1o. B
KOHLIE KOHLIOB OHa 04yTWJaCb Ha TOM 3Taxke, rAe »Xuja, Ho Ha HEKOTOPOM
PACCTOSIHUM OT CBOEW KOMHAThI, U He cpa3y Moria pa3obpaTb, rae Haxoaunach.

- MHe Ka)keTcs, 9 ondaTb NMOBEepHYyJa He Tyaa, Kyha csiegosasio, - CKka3asia OHa BCIyX,
CTOS B KOHLe KOPOTKOIro Kopmaopa C TKaHbIMN 0609MN Ha CTeHaX. - 9 He 3Halo, Kyaa
naTtun. Kak Tuxo scrogy!

OHa elle CTosisla TaM 1 He ycrnesa gake KOHYUTb ppa3bl, Kak TULLUHY BAPYT HapyLmnn
3BYK. DTO onNATb Oblf KPUK, HO HEMOXOXKWUI Ha TOT, KOTOPbLIN OHa CJiblLana MPOLLION
HOYbI0. DTO ObIN OTPLIBUCTLIA KPUK - KAaNPU3HbIN BU3T pebeHKa, nosysarayLeHHbIR
CTeHaMu.

- 2710 62mxKe, 4eM BbINO TOraa, - ckasana Mepu, cepgue KotTopoun 3abunoch
cunbHee, - 1 3TOo Nnay. - OHa HeYassHHO AOTPOHYJlIACb PYKOW A0 KOBPa U UCMYTraHHO



OTCKOYMNa Ha3aa. KoBep NpuKpbiBan ABepb, KOTOpas 0TBOPWSIACh; 3@ 3TOW ABEpPbIO
6b1710 NPOAO/IHKEHNE KOPMAOPA, MO KOTOPOMY LWJla MUCCUC MefdJioK CO CBSI3KOW KJtOYEN
B PYKe U C CepanTbIM Bblpa>keHneMm nmua.

- Tbl 4YTO 34€eCb Aenaewb? - CNpoCKa OHa, CxBaTuUB Mepwu 3a pyKy 1 OTTallMB ee B
CTOPOHY. - YT0 9 Tebe rosopuna?

- 91 noBepHyna He B TOT KOpuaop, - o6bAcHMNa Mepu. - 4 He 3Hana, Kyga natum, n
yChblWwana, 4To KTO-TO NnayeT.

B 3Ty MUHYTY OHa BO3HeHaBugena Mmnccuc Mensok, Ho B CneayroLwyo MUHYTY
BO3HeHaBuaena ee euwe 6onblue.

- Tbl HNYEro Takoro He csblxasa, - CKasaJsia 3KoHOMKa. - Nonaun K cebe B AeTCKYIO, He
TO A Tebs oTaepy 3a ywun.

OHa cxBaTwuJla ee 3a PyKW, Talla 1 ToJsIKas No KOPUAOPY, NMOKa HAKOHEeL, He BTOJIKHYJ1a
B €e COOCTBEHHYO KOMHaTY.

- A Tenepb, - CKa3asa OHa, - Thl Jlydlle CUAN, rae NpukKasaHo, a To Tebs 3anpyT.
MucTep KpaBeH noxKeH B35Tb Tebe ryBepHaHTKy, Kak obewlan. 3a To6oi Hano
CTPOro NpucMaTpmuBaTh, @ Y MEHS N TaK paboThbl 0BOJILHO.

OHa BblIlLa U3 KOMHaTbl, FPOMKO XJIONHYB ABepbio. Mepu cena Ha KoBep Bo3Jie
KaMuHa, Bcs 61egHan oT rHeBa. OHa He 3anfiakana, HO 3ackpe)xkeTana 3ybamu.

- KTo-To nnakan... niakasn... naakan, - Cka3asna oHa cebe camonm.

OHa AgBa)kAabl C/ibllana KpUK 1 pelunna, 4To Korga-Hnbyab y3HaeT, B 4em geno. B a1o
YyTPO OHa y>Xe y3Hasna MHoroe. OHa 4YyBCTBOBasa cebs Tak, 6yaTo coBepimna
AJIVMHHOE NyTeLweCcTBUE 1, BO BCAKOM C/ly4yae, HEMHOIO pa3BJieKiaCb: OHa ycrena
nourpaTb KOCTAHbIMW CJIOHAMWU N BUAENA CEPYIO Mbilb C AE€TEHbILWAMN B HOPKE B yriy
BapxaTHOM NOAYLUKN.



[Cnasa VII

Yepes ABa AHA nocsie 3Toro, Korga Mepu npocHynack YTPOM, OHa Cenyac Xe cena B
nocTenn v nossasa MapTy.

- [locMmoTpun-Ka Ha ctenb! NMNocMoTpu-Ka.

Hoxab npekpaTuics, a obsiaka yHecs10 BeTpoM. BeTep Toxxe yTux, n Hapg cTenbto
BbICUICA ApKo-ronybon ceon Heba. Mepn HUKOrA4a fa)ke He CHUJI0Ch, YTO Hebo
bbiBaeT Takoe ronyboe. B NHAnnM Hebo Bceraa 6b1s10 TOYHO packaneHHoe, a 34eCb OHO
OblS10 TaKOro APKO-ronyboro uBeTa, 4TO Ka3asnoCb KaKUM-TO YyAHbIM, BnecTawmmMm,
6e340HHbIM 03epOoM; TaM U CAM, BbICOKO B 3TOM rosiybom ceBozie, HOCUIUCbL MaJieHbKue
benble nepucTtble obnayvka. LLnpokuin npocTop cTtenun Toxe Obll MArko-rosiybon, a He
MpayHO-barpsaHbIN NN cepbln.

- Na, 6ypsa npowna, - pagoCTHO CKa3asia MapTa. - Bceraa 6biBaeT Tak B 3TO BpeMs
roga: 3a HOYb BCe MPOXoaunT, Kak byaTo 6ypun HMKorga He 661710 U HUKOrAa He byaerT.
9TO NoToMYy, 4TO BeCcHa naet. OHa ewe Oaneko, HO BCe-Taku naert.

- A 2 gymana, 4To B AHr MM BCcerga O0XXOb U BCerga XMypo, - cka3ana Mepwu.

- O, HeT! - cka3ana MapTa. - B MlopkLuupe, Korga sicHO, TO icHee, 4eM Be3je Ha
ceeTe. f Tebe roeBopuna, 4HTO Thbl NPUBLIKHELLb N CTaHelWb JIobnTb cTenb. Tbl TOSIBKO
noaoXaw - yBUAULWb, KaK 3auBeTeT 30/I0TUCTbIN OPOK, U BEPECK, U NYPrypHbIe
KOJIOKOJIbYUKK; CTaHYT nopxaTb 6aboy4ykn, 3a)Ky>>KaT NMYesbl, 1 3anot0T XXaBOPOHKMU.
Torpa Tebe 3axo4eTcs BCTaTb Ha paccBeTe M 6bITb LENbIN AEHb B CTEMNWU, KaK AenaeTt
Haw JWKOH.

- A MOXHO BbygeT MHe nonTu Tyaa? - ¢ nobonbITCTBOM cnpocuia Mepu, rnaas B OKHO
Ha ronybon npocTop.

- He 3Halo, - oTBeTU/1a MapTa. - MHe Ka>eTcd, 4TO Thl OT POAY He MoJib30Bajlach
CBOVMMW HOFaMu, Tbl HE Moria 6bl NPONTK NATU MUb. 10 Haero KOTTea>a BeAb NATb
MWUJIb.

- MHe xoTenochk 6bl BUAETh Ball KOTTeO)X, - CKa3asa Mepwu.



MapTa C cekyHAY NpUCTasibHO rnanena Ha Hee, NOTOM CHOBa B34AJ1aCb 3a CBOW LLETKM
N CTaNa YNCTUTb KaMUHHYIO pewleTKy. OHa nogyMana, 4TO B 3Ty MUHYTY MaJiIeHbKoe
HeKpacunBoe JINHNKO 0eBOYHKN BOBCE HE Ka3aJloOCb TaKNM KUCJ1bIM, KaK B Ta YTpPO, KOrga
OHa BrepBble YBNAETIa ee.

- 4 cnpowy Moo MaTb, - CKa3aJsia oHa. - OHa Bcerga HangetT cnocob caenaTtb 4TO
Hapo. CerogHsa - MO OeHb, U MeHs OTNyCKaloT JoMon. 4 odeHb paga! Muccmnc Mepnok
O4YeHb yBa)kaeT MO MaTb, MOXXET ObITb, OHa C HEtO NOroBOPUT.

- 9 mobno TBO MaTb, - CKa3ana Mepwu.

- Ewe 6bI! - ckazana MapTa, Npoao/iyKas YNCTUTh.

- {1 ee HMKOrga He Bupana, - ckasana Mepu.

- KoOHe4YHo, HeT, - oTBeTu/la MapTa, - HO OHa Takas YMHas, paboTauwas, nobpas,
onpsATHas, YTo ee NOST BCe, KTO BUAEN N KTO He Buaen. Korga a nay AomMon no
cTenu, s NpbIrato oT pPagocTu.

- 9 mobno n AukoHa, - pobasuna Mepwu, - a 9 U ero HMKorga He suagana.

- 9 yxxe rosopuna Tebe, - ropao ckasana MapTa, - 4TO ero ftobaAT U NTULLI, N 3alLbl,
N OVKME OBLUbI, N fla)kKe NUCULbI. 3Haelb v, 0 YeM A aymato, - gobaBuna oHa,
COCPeNOoTOYEHHO MAAA Ha AEBOYKY, - MOHPABUAACh Obl Thbl [JUKOHY UK HET?

- He noHpaBunack 6bl, - cka3ana Mepu CBOMM YOMOPHbIM, XOJI0OAHbIM TOHOM. - A
HUKOMY He HpPaBJOCh.

- A cama cebe Tbl HpaBULWbLCA? - cnpocuaa MapTa, Kak byaTo en Ha caMmoM gene Haao
Obl210 3HATb 3TO.

Mepwu c cekyHay konebanacbk, kak bbl 06ayMbIBas OTBET.

- HeT... coBC&M He HpaBMOCb, - OTBETWU/IA OHa. - HO A0 CMX Mop S HUKOrAa He Aymana
006 >TOM.



MapTa ywna, Kak ToNIbKO nogana Mepwu ee 3aBTpak. E npeacTtosano nponTu naThb
MWb MO CTenu, 4Tobbl 4obpaTbCA A0 CBOEro KoTTeaxa.

3Hasd, 4yTo MapTa ywna, Mepu novyscTBoBasia cebs ocobeHHO oanHOKoN. OHa BbICTPO
BbibeXxasa B caf 1 CHavYana obexxana OecsTb pa3 BOKPYr ()OHTaHa; Koraa oHa
KOHYMNa, el CTasno HeEMHOro Becenee. NNoToOM oHa oTrnpaBuiack BO PPYKTOBLIA cag U
TaMm yBuaena beHa, KoTopbit paboTan ¢ AByMs ApPYyrMuMun cagoBHUKaMu. lNMepemeHa
noroabl, 0O4EBMAHO, XOPOLLO NOAENCTBOBAJIa HA HEro, N OH CaM 3arosopwuna ¢ Mepwu.

- BecHa npgert, - ckasan oH. - Yyewb ee 3anax?

Mepwu noHoXxasna BO3a4yX.

- [laxHeT YeM-TOo XOpPOoLINM, CBEXXUM U BJIAXKHbIM, - CKa3aJia OHa.

- 9T0 3eM/iel NaxHeT, - oTBeTuN beH. - BoH TaM, B LIBETHMKAX, CKOPO BCe
3alleBennTCsa B TeMHOTE, nof 3emnen. ConHue rpeeT, U Tbl YBUANLb, KakK N3-N0A4
3eMJIN CKOPO CTaHYT MNOKa3blBaTbCH 3€/1E€HbIE OCTPUS...

- A 4T0 3TO ByaeT? - cnpocwuna Mepwu.

- MoACHEXXHUKW, HAapLUCChI... Tbl UX KOrga-Hnbyab suaena?

- HeT. B IHOWnW BCe 3eneHo, 1 TEenJo, U BAa>XHO nocsie goxaen. MHe Ka)keTcs, 4To
TaM BCe BblpacTaeT B OgHY HOYb.

- HeT, 3To He BblIpaCTeT B 0QHY HO4Yb, - CKa3an beH. - Tebe npnaeTca xnaTb 1
cnegnTb!

- byny, - otBeTuna Mepuwn.

CKOpO OHa yc/ibiWwasa MArK1n WwenecT KpblJbeB N Cpa3y Aoragasach, YTO 3TO ONATb
npunetena MmaanHoska. OHa 6blsla 04eHb XJI0NOTAIMBA W Becena, npbirasa Bo3se
CaMbIX HOI Mepu 1, CKNIOHUB rosIoBKY HaboK, Tak XUTPO rnsgesa Ha Hee, 4To Mepwu
cnpocuna beHa:

- Bbl fymaeTe, OHa MeHs NOMHUT?



- MoMHUT nn! - HeroaytoLe BOCKNINKHYN beH. - [la OHa 3HaeT BCAKYIO KOYEepPbIKKY B
oBpare, He ToJbKo ntogen. OHa 34eCb HUKOraa He Buaasia MaJIeHbKOW OEBOYKU, N el
X04eTCcsa BCe pa3y3HaTb npo Tebs...

- A B TOM cafy, roe oHa XXWBeT, TOXXe BCe LeBesiInTcsd noa, 3emnen? - cnpocuna Mepw.

- B kakoMm capny? - npoBopyan beH, onATb CTaB yrpoMbIM.

- A TaMm, rge po3oBble KyCTbl. - Mepu He Moria ygoep»XaTbCA OT 3TOro BOnpoca,
MOTOMY 4YTO €M CTPaLIHO XOTeNoCh Y3HaTb 3TO. - TaM BCe LBETbl YyMepanN niu
HEKOTOpble OMNATb OXKMBAKT S1IeTOM? A pO3bl TaM eCTb?

- Cnpocwn y Hee, - cka3zan beH, ABMHYB NJsie4OM MO Hanpas/lIeHNIO K MasiInHoBKe. - OHa
OfHa 3TO 3HaeT. TaM y)Xe 0ecCATb JIeT HAKTO He ObiBan.

Mepu nogymana, 4To OeCAThb JIET - o4eHb Aonaroe Bpemsa. OHa poannach Lesbix
NecaTb NeT TOMy Ha3ag.

OHa oTowna, MmegneHHo coobpakasa. OHa HadyMHana NbuTb cag, Kak nontobuna
NTNYKY, N JnKoHa, n maTb MapTbl. OHa Ha4YyMHana nbuTb N MapTy Toxe. En
Ka3as10Cb, YTO OHa /ItOOUT 04EHb MHOMUX NtoAen, B 0COBEHHOCTM NOTOMY, YTO OHa He
npuBbIKaa Nt0bnTb HMKOro. (OHa 1 0 NTUYKe AyMana, Kak 0 YesioBeKe.)

OHa BblLIa Ha OOPOXXKY BO3J1e 3apOoCLUeN MJOLWOM CTeHbIl, Hag KOTOPOW BUAHENNCH
BEPXYLKWN LepeBbeB, N, KOrga OHa npoxogusaa no Her BoO BTOPOW pas, C Heu
C/IY4MNOCb HEYTO MHTEepecHoe N yaonBuTesibHoe, U BCce bnarogaps ntu4ke beHa
YaTepcTtadpda.

Mepu ycnblwana webeTaHbe NTULblI U, MOCMOTPEB Ha 0bHa)keHHYo KnymMby cnesa,
yBuaesna MasMHOBKY, KOTOpas npbirasa v genana Buf, 4To BbITaCKMBAET YTO-TO U3
3eMn, Kak byaTo xKenasa gokasaTb Mepu, 4TO BOBCe He ciegoBasa 3a Hell. Ho Mepu
3Hasa, 4TO OHa WJa Cs1eJ0M 3a HEW, N 3TO HaMOJIHUII0 ee TaKMM BOCTOProM, 4TO OHa
haxke 3agpoxxana.

- Tbl NOMHULWb MeHS! - BOCKJZIMKHYNa OHa. - NMoMHULWbL! Thl KpacnBee BCero Ha ceeTe!



Mepu 6onTana n MaHUAa NTUYKY, a NTUYKA NpbIrasa u YMpuKkaaa, TOYHO
pa3roeapuBas.

LiBeTo4yHasa knymba bbina He coBceM obHa)keHa; Ha 0OJIHOM KOHLIe ee pocia rpynna
KYCTOB, 1 KOrja MasMHOBKA Mnpbirajia Mex HUMn, Mepun 3ameTunna, 4To OHa
nepenpbirHysia Yepes ManeHbKYl KYy4Ky CBEXEB3PbITON 3eMnn. 3eMnsa bbisa B3pbiTa
NoToMYy, 4TO cobaka CTapasiaCb NOMMaTb KPOTa U Bbipbisla AOBOJILHO FNyHoKyo AMYy.

Mepun nocMoTpesa Ha 3TO, He 3Had AaXke, KakuMm obpa3oM TaM OKa3anacb siMa, 1
BOPYr yBMaesna He4yTo, NoYTu COBCEM MPUKPLITOE CBEXXEBCKOMAHHOW 3eMnen. 3To
OblJI0 HEYTO MOXO0XKEE Ha PXKaBOe XKeNe3Hoe N MegHoe KOJbLo; Korga MasnHOBKa
B3J1eTeNa Ha AepeBo, Mepun NpoTaHyna pykKy n nogHana Konblo. OKka3anocb, 4TO 3TO
He KO0JIbLO, @ CTapbl KJIKOY, KOTOPbLIN, Ka3aJl0Cb, O4EHb A0JIroe BpeMs Obia 3apbIT B
3eMJIto.

Mepu NoAHSNACh U C UCMYTraHHbIM JINLIOM MNOrNISAesa Ha KJIloY, BUCEBLUMIA Y Hee Ha
nasbLe.

- OH, MoXeT bbITb, bbin 3apbIT UesnblX 4eCATb JIeT, - CKa3aJia OHa LWenoToM. - ITO,
MOXXeT b6bITb, KJl04 OT TOro caaa!

[MnaBa IX

Mepwn ponroe BpemMs CMOTpesia Ha KJItloY, BEpTEsla ero BO BCe CTOPOHbI 1 BCE AyMasa O
HeM. Kak y>xe bbIs10 CKa3aHo npexae, oHa He bblna Takum pebeHKoM, KOTOPOro
NPUy4YnnM cnpalinBaTb NMO3BOJIEHUSA NN COBETA CTAapLUNX OTHOCUTENbHO 4Yero 6bl To
HM 6b110. OHa AyMana 0 KJlo4Ye TOJIbKO TO, YTO €C/IM 3TOT KJI0Y OT 3arnepToro cajaa w
€C/in OHa Morfa 6bl OTbICKaTb KaIMTKY, TO MOXXHO 6b110 Bbl OTNEepeTb ee 3TUM
KJII04OM, MOCMOTPETb, YTO HAaX0AMNTCA 3a CTEHAMMU U YTO CJIYHYUJI0Cb CO CTapbiMun
PO30BbIMUN KyCTaMW.



Eli 04eHb XOTesI0Cb BUAETL 3TOT Caf TOJIbKO MOTOMY, 4TO OH 6bls1 3amepT Takoe
nonroe Bpems. En Ka3anocb, 4TO 3TOT Caj KaKOW-TO OCOBEHHbIN N YTO B TeYEHMnE
OecsaTn neT TaM OOJ/HKHO OblN10 MPON30MTU HEYTO CTpaHHoe. Kpome Toro, oHa gymana,
4YTO, €C/IN Caf el NOHPABUTCSH, e MOXXHO ByaeT XoAuTb TyAa Ka)KAbl AEHb,
3anupaThb 3a CobOM KanuTKy U urpaTb coBceM ogHON. HUKTO He 3Han 6bl, roe oHa,
MOTOMY 4TO BCe AyMasnn bbl, 4TO Ka/IMTKa 3anepTa U KJI0Y 3apbiT B 3€MJ110. 3Ta MbIC/b
O4YeHb NMoHpaBuIacb en.

OHa Xuna no4Tn ogHa B 60NbLWIOM JOMEe C COTHEN TAaUHCTBEHHbIX 3anNepTbiX KOMHAT U
He Haxo4wja HMU4Yero, 4To Morno 6bl 3aHATb UK pa3Bieyb ee, U UMEeHHO 3TO
pacweBennsio ee gpeMaBLLNA MO3I KU pa3byanno ee soobpaxkeHne. ITOMY, KOHEYHO,
HeMasio crnocobcTBOBa U YUCThIN, BoapAWwMIA, CBEXUIA BO3AYX cTenu. B UHann en
Bceraa 6bin10 XKapko, 1 oHa Bcerga bbinia Takasa Bsanaa n cnabas, 4To el HUYero He
XOTeNoChb, 34eCb Xe el X0Tenocb caenatb 4To-HMbyab HOBOE.

OHa noJsioXKuna KoY B KapMaH 1 CTasla XoAUTb B3af U Brepen rno aopoxxke. Mo Hewn,
Ka3aJI0Cb, HUKTO HMKOr Aa He Npoxoauni, KpoMe Mepu, 1 OHa MoOrla NPoOXa>KMBaTbCA
04YeHb MefJIeHHO, FNAaa Ha CTeHY WK, Jydlle CKa3aTb, Ha NMOKPbIBaBLLWIA ee MJIoLL,.
3ToT natow, cbrBan ee C TONKY: CKOJIbKO OHa HW rnsgena, oHa HUYero He Buaena,
KpOMe 4acTbix 6/1eCTALWLMX TEMHO-3€e/1eHbIX NMCTbeB. OHa Oblla 04eHb pa304yapoBaHa;
€M Ka3a/10Cb HeNenbiM To, 4TO OHa BIM3KO N HE MOXKET BONTU BHYTpPb. C K/IOYOM B
KapMaHe OHa OTnpaBuacb 4OMOW, peLunB, YTO BO BPEMS NPOrysaokK Bcerga bynetr
HOCUTb €ro B KapMaHe, 4Tobbl ObiTb FOTOBOW, €C/IN OHa HaMAET CKPbITYIO KalnTKYy.

Mwuccuc Mepnnok no3ssosinia MapTe HoYeBaTb B KOTTeL)Xe, HO Ha cleayouiee yTpo
OHa cHoBa 6bls1a 3a paboTon, 6bonee pymMsaHas, 4em Bcerga, n B NPeKpacHoOM
pacrnosioXXeHnn ayxa.

- ¢l BCTasla B 4eThbIpe 4Yaca, - 3arosopusia oHa. - Kak CJlaBHO B CTenu yTPOM: COJHLUE
BOCXO4OUT, NTWLbI MPOCbLINAOTCA, 3anubl CHYIOT noBctoy. 9 He BCIO A4Opory npowsia
MewKoM, MeHs1 Kakon-To MY>X4YMHa NnoaBe3 Ha TEeJIEXKE.

N oHa nycTuiacb pacCKka3biBaTb, Kak XOPOLLO OHa nNpoBesia cBov CBOOOAHbLIN OEHb.
MaTb ee o4eHb e obpagoBanacb, U OHU CNPABUINCE U CO CTUPKOW, N C MEeYEHbEM.
OHa paXke Ka)koMy 13 aeTeun ucneksaa rno csiagkomMy rnupoxky.

OHwu BbINM ropsvne, Korga AeTn NpULAK U3 ctenun. M B JoMe Tak XOpoLlo naxJso
ropsiYnMM NeYeHbEM, N OFrOHb TAaK XOPOLLO MbiJ1an B o4are, 4To AeTW BU3XKaAn OT



pagocTu. Haw [AMKOH roBOPUT, YTO Y HaC B KOTTeO )Ke TakK XOpOoLLO, 4YTO CaM KOpPOJib
MOT Obl XKUTb B HEM.

KoHel, 03HaKOMUTEeNbLHOro parMeHTa.

notes

CHOCKM

Tak 30BYyT B NHAMK BeNbiX XXEHLLWH.

Kynutb: https://tellnovel.com/ru/frensis-byornett/tainstvennyy-sad-kupit
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